California State University, Northridge

CONSENT TO ACT AS A RESPONDENT TO THE
Campus Climate Survey on Sexual Assault Prevention
You are being asked to participate in a research study conducted by California State University Northridge as part of the requirements of the Federal Department of Education, the State of California and California State University system.  Your participation in this study is completely voluntary.  However, please read the information below and feel free to ask questions about anything that you do not understand before deciding if you want to participate.  The researcher listed below will be available to answer your questions.
RESEARCH TEAM
Principal Investigator:

Jerald G. Schutte
Department of Sociology
18111 Nordhoff St.

Northridge, CA 91330
818-677-4049

jgschutte@csun.edu
PURPOSE OF STUDY

The purpose of this research study is to assess the climate of the CSUN campus community, understand student’s knowledge of resources and support for victims of sexual violence, to account for the incidence and prevalence of sexual assault at CSUN and to understand the motivations of bystanders in such situations.
SUBJECTS
To participate in this study you must be at least 18 years of age and currently enrolled at California State University, Northridge.
TIME COMMITMENT
This study will involve approximately 15-20 minutes of your time.

PROCEDURES
The following procedures will occur:  You will asked to complete a survey consisting of approximately 45 questions, after which you will be given information about contacts and / or resources, should you want to speak with someone further about the topic.
RISKS AND DISCOMFORTS 
The possible risks and/or discomforts associated with participation in this survey are limited to potential psychological discomfort with the content of given questions.  This risk is minimized by allowing you to skip any question you choose not to answer and to terminate the questionnaire at any time.  
BENEFITS

Subject Benefits - The possible benefits you may experience from participation in this survey include gaining understanding of the definitions associated with sexual assault and knowledge of the resources and support available to sexual assault victims
Benefits to Others or Society - The benefit to the aggregate university community is immense, generating data that will allow for thoughtful policy implementation and greater resources for a safe and healthy student environment
COMPENSATION
Compensation for Participation.  You will not be paid for your participation in this research study.
WITHDRAWAL OR TERMINATION FROM THE STUDY AND CONSEQUENCES  
You are free to withdraw from participation in this survey at any time. 
CONFIDENTIALITY

No Subject Identifiable Data 

No identifiable information will be collected or stored about you or your answers at the level of individuals.  All data are stored as aggregate information only with no reference to any identifiable characteristics of the respondent. 

DATA STORAGE, ACCESS AND RETENTION
All research data will be encrypted and stored electronically on a secure computer network.  Only the Principal investigator will have access to the raw data.  All others will only be able to access aggregate information.  The researchers intend to keep the research data for approximately two years (until the next survey is distributed) and then they will be destroyed.

CONTACTS:
If you have any comments, concerns, or questions regarding the conduct of this research please contact the research team listed on the first page of this form.

If you have concerns or complaints about the research study, research team, or questions about your rights as a participant, please contact Research and Sponsored Projects, 18111 Nordhoff Street, California State University, Northridge, Northridge, CA 91330-8232, or phone 818-677-2901.

VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION STATEMENT
Participation in this study is voluntary.  You may refuse to answer any question or discontinue your involvement at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which you might otherwise be entitled.  Your decision will not affect your relationship with California State University, Northridge.  Clicking on the Agree button below indicates that you have read the information in this consent form and have had a chance to ask any questions that you have about the study and agree to participate in the survey now.  Clicking on the Disagree button indicates you do not wish to participate in this survey and the session will be terminated at this time.  
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Disagree
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