FORM AND FUNCTION

Introduction:  American science education is highly departmentalized, especially at the college level.  Although departmentalization may be necessary from an organizational and standpoint, it may induce curricular problems.  For example, many colleges teach anatomy and physiology as two separate courses, and as a result, students memorize structural features without understanding their functional significance, or learn how organs work without being unable to locate them within the organism.  Secondary school teachers often model their own teaching methods after their college experiences, and thus may perpetuate the fractured curriculum when teaching junior high school or high school students.  

	marking
	examples
	function



	condyle
	condyle of femur; condyle of humerus
	

	crests
	iliac crest; scapular crest
	

	facet
	facet on carpal bones; facet of vertebrae
	

	foramen
	foramen magnum; subpraorbital foramen
	

	fossa
	mandibular fossa; glenoid fossa
	

	head
	head of tibia; head of fibula
	

	lines
	linea aspera; deltoid line (tuberosity)
	

	processes
	spinous process; styloid process
	

	sinus
	ethmoid sinus; sphenoid sinus
	

	suture
	frontal suture; parietal suture
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