EDUC 600 ACTION RESEARCH PROPOSAL

Templates, Examples, Guiding Questions

Introduction/Significance (.5-1 p.) 

This section should grab the reader and make them care about your problem. Start very broad with the Big Picture--importance of the problem at a broader level (nation, California, or district)-- before making the connection to your site. Add a few relevant facts or stats/trends with citations (no opinions). Use template or adapt but cover the content indicated (.5-1 p.)

Educators (or researchers) have long been (or recently become?) concerned about ___________________ (broad topic or problem). The incidence of __________________ in the U.S./California/Los Angeles/urban schools/whatever has been rising/declining/constant since ____ [note any trend related to your research problem]. [Add a  couple statistics or facts here, with citation, on who/how many people it affects & or how it affects them at state or national or district level (not your school) or say something general about the challenges of addressing this problem, what it is complicated by, etc.] For example, at X school [where I work or which is the setting of this study], the problem can be seen in ________________ [give a more local statistic or fact or condition that reflects the problem specific to your school or district]. This is a problem because ________. The more educators know about _____________________ [your topic, somewhat more narrow and focused than original statement], the better schools can ____________________ [+ more on why should we care about this?]. [If relevant: Attending to this problem is critical in ______________________ [certain types of schools, under certain conditions, at certain times, etc.] in order to ________________________________ [meet certain goals, improve certain things, etc.].  This proposal outlines an action research study of ______________________ [topic of your RQ, not the RQ itself] at ________ [type of school or research setting] with the purpose of _____________. 

Research Questions (.5 p.)
The main research question that will guide this study is: How/What . . . ___________? Sub-questions include: [list 3-5 sub-Qs within paragraph 1.), 2.), 3.)  or in bulleted list]. [Optional: Add a working definition of any specialized terms in your Qs for the general education reader.]

Research Setting (1-1.5 p.)

_____ Elem/Middle/High School (a pseudonym) is located in ____ with an enrollment of ____ (total). [Briefly describe student racial/ethnic breakdown, % free lunch, % EL’s, % credentialed teachers, API statewide rank and similar schools rank, and any other relevant general stats or facts aobut the school that are notable, esp if they relate to your problem.)

+ 1-2 paras on history and current status of the problem at your school: how long it has been evident, some ways it is exhibited/expressed (e.g., test scores, suspension rates), previous efforts to address the problem, current efforts to address the problem, general staffing or program information on any current efforts to address it (for ex., if an intervention, how many kids, how often meet, curriculum, # of teachers, etc.).
Participants (.5-1 p.)
Address these questions about your sample in a paragraph or two. If you will be working primarily with 1 group of people (like teachers) but also interviewing or observing another (like counselors), you can describe a primary v. a secondary sample.

Given your RQs and research setting, who can you learn from?

· Type of sample you would use

· How you would select people

· General criteria for selection

· More specific criteria to build in variation/diversity if feasible

· For ex., 2x2 design: type of teacher training x race/ethnicity

Describe the people in your sample (no names; roles –e.g., literacy coach, or pseudonyms)

· # in each category or role

· participants’ demographics

· age/grade, gender, race/ethnicity, SES, English fluency if relevant

· additional characteristics relevant to RQ’s or role

· For ex., teachers’ years of experience

· For ex., type/severity of disability 

Data Collection & Analysis (2 pp.)
Use or adapt template. Refer to textbook, handouts, and notes to flesh out description and rationale of methods. OK to cite texts and handouts. Cover a plan for 3 data collection methods you would ideally use for a longer project – NOT just the pilot research you do for this class. OK to mention the pilot research within the broader long-term plan. Aim for 1.5-2 pp.


The main methods of data collection for this study will be a.)_________________, b.) ______________________, and c.) _______________ [aim for 3 methods & most should be qualitative], with an emphasis on ________________________________[which will be most important?]. These methods are appropriate to my research questions because ______________________ [rationale for why these methods; refer to textbook, handouts; what will you learn from these that you could not learn otherwise?].


Method A: [Describe in detail exactly what you will do (1 – 2 paragraphs): for example, what type of interview, with which sample (if more than one type of participant), how many interviews, for how long, where, using what instrument, focus of interview questions (list topics covered), what techniques/approach you will use to ensure you get good data (cite sources here for interview goals, techniques), whether you will do any pilot research, how you will document the interviews, etc. All written in future tense: I will, I plan to, I propose . . ..]


Method B: [As above, 1- 2 paragraphs. If observation, describe type of activities or settings you will observe, your focus, participant/observer role, documentation of obs., etc.] 


Method C: [As above.]


Data will be analyzed using ______ [LEAVE BLANK, FILL IN AFTER CLASS #12.]


To ensure the ethical conduct of this study, I will ____________ [1-2 sentences or short list of practices showing you understand ethical standards for research, as noted in Mills.] To enhance the validity of my findings, I will ___________________________ [1-2 sentences or list showing you understand some criteria for qualitative research validity, as noted in Mills. Paraphrase, do not quote Mills.]

Role of the Researcher (1-1.5 p)
The most reflective, personal part of proposal. First, explain why it is important to consider role of researcher and subjectivity in qualitative researcher. Then reflect on how you think your role in the school/office will affect the research and on your various beliefs, assumptions, biases, etc. that may affect the research (cf. Peshkin’s subjective I’s but make up your own w/ your own labels). How will you monitor your subjectivity?

Preliminary Findings (2 pp.)
Read this student example of pilot research findings and adapt its structure to your data—first telling the reader what you observed or who you interviewed for pilot research, then describing what you observed with details and examples, or reporting on what the person said in the interview/focus group, with quotes and examples-- and finally (VERY IMPORTANT!) tentatively answering your RQ based on this pilot data.

I interviewed a 12th grade mainstreamed DHH student in the school library. “Joy” is profoundly deaf and does not use any auditory aides. She attended an oral program in elementary school, a self-contained DHH program in junior high, and has been in the mainstreamed DHH program for all four years of high school. I chose to interview her because she is highly articulate and has more experience in mainstreamed settings than the other deaf students in the program.

Joy feels that interacting with her hearing peers has always been a frustrating challenge, though she says “I get through it” due to no other options. Though she prefers to interact with peers who know sign language, she also relies on interpreters, lip reading, writing or gestures. She describes her relationships with hearing peers as follows: “We are acquaintances that know each other and have mutual respect for each other even though we don’t really understand each other’s world.” Laughing, she tells a story about how she earned the respect of the hearing students when she stood up to a hearing girl who was treating her badly and “went off on her in sign language.” As a result, she says, students at Lakeside “know me as a deafie, a jokester who can hold her own.”

Joy has strong feelings about the status of DHH-hearing student relations. She believes that hearing students see trying to communicate with DHH students as a “hassle and an awkward situation because of wait time for communication to be translated.” Meanwhile, she observes that many DHH students are simply not able to interact with hearing peers because they lack a strong foundation in either English or sign language. Among her suggestions for improving the situation are deaf students taking the initiative and not being afraid of rejection, and teachers encouraging interactions. For example . . .

Data from this pilot research suggests that though hearing students seem to be accepting of their DHH peers, communication barriers impact their social interactions. Deaf students may be uncomfortable interacting with their hearing peers and tend to feel left out, unless they have had previous experience, like Joy, in a mainstreamed setting. Joy’s responses offer insights into barriers on both sides of the problem, but since she is unusual in her experience and her personality, her views may not be typical. In future interviews, I would allow more time for participants to express themselves fully in sign language and not cut in too soon with the next question.

Implications for Action & Future Research (.5-1 p.)

Given what you have learned so far, what might be some possible action steps in the future to address the problem (in brief)? What people, resources, or timeline might these steps involve? What obstacles might you likely face in these efforts? Given what you know now about the research process, what are some possible directions for future research beyond what you have outlined here (briefly, e.g. new questions raised, new subtopics). 
Appendix: ____ (Student? Teacher?) Interview Protocol (1 p.)
Insert your revised interview questions with probes here.
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