Key Differences between Scholarly and Popular Sources

Scholarly/Peer-Reviewed Sources

Key Characteristics:

Scholarly journal articles often have an
abstract, a descriptive summary of the article
contents, before the main text of the article.

Scholarly journals generally have a sober,
serious look. They often contain many
graphs and charts but few glossy pages or
exciting pictures.

Scholaity journals articles always cite their
sources in the form of footnotes or
bibliographies. These bibliographies are
generally lengthy and cite other scholarly
writings,

Articles are wriften by a scholar in the field
ot by someone who has done research in the
field, The affiliations of the authors are
listed, usually at the bottom of the first page
or at the end of the article--universities,
research institutions, think tanks, and the
like.

The language of scholarly journals is that of
the discipline covered, It assumes some
technical background on the part of the
reader.

The main purpose of a scholarly journal is to
report on original research or
experimentation in order to make such
information available to the rest of the
scholarly world.

Many scholatly journals, though by no
means all, are published by a specific
professional organization.
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Popular Sources

Key Characteristics:

Popular periodicals come in many formats,
although often slick and attractive in
appearance with lots of color graphics
(photographs, drawings, etc.).

These publications do not cite sources in a
bibliography. Information published in
popular periodicals is often second or third
hand and the original source is rarely
mentioned.

Articles are usually very short and written in
simple language.

The main purpose of popular periodicals is
to entertain the reader, to sell products (their
own or their advertisers”), or to promote a
viewpoint.

Popular magazines have many
advertisements and pictures.
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Use Scholarly Resources!




