English 305                              The Reader’s Journal                                      
During the semester you will be reading a number of essays on a variety of topics. These essays will be related to various writing assignments and will therefore require attention to layers of meaning. In order to assist you in analyzing what you read and in developing your own ideas, you are required to keep a Reader’s Journal. Unless otherwise instructed, write a separate Journal in the form of a Summary/Response for total of TEN readings assigned in Exploring Language. Number and label each point on a separate line following the guidelines below. 

Grading: 

You may submit one journal entry per week; a total of EIGHT journal entries for the semester are required.  You may choose ONE reading from any of the EL readings assigned each week.  The journal entry is due on the date of the assigned reading.  Reading Journals must be typed, double-spaced, using 12 point font. They must be a mininum of 250 words/ONE page min. typed and include evidence of serious thought and effort. Post directly into Moodle prior to the class day/time the reading is assigned----no late journals accepted. If complete, journals will be marked with a check or a check plus; incomplete journals will receive a check minus and cannot be redone. At the end of the semester, the number of journals you’ve completed (8 for full credit) will count towards your participation grade. 

1. Date the Reading is due.

2. Title, Author and original Publication Date. 

3. Author’s Background and area of Expertise. 

4. A brief (no more than half a page) Summary. State only the main points.

5. Your Reaction and Opinion. This can be answered many ways. For example: 
Did you have a strong negative or positive reaction to the essay? Do you agree or 
disagree with the author? Did anything surprise you that you never knew about 
Did something strike a nerve—that you found interesting or reminded you of a personal experience?

Helpful Hints:

· Annotate the text as you read (EL: 7-12) ---underline, circle, highlight, write questions and comments in the margins---anything that will keep you engaged and active in the reading process. 
· Review “Keep a Journal on What You Read” 6-7 and use the “Thinking Critically” questions at the end of each essay to give you ideas.
· Focus on your own words and ideas. Do not use quotes with page citations. 
· An analysis entails more than saying you “really liked” an essay or “hated it.” To receive credit, provide specific reasons and examples why.
· Relax and let your thoughts flow. I will not correct small errors, but I expect college level work. If careless mistakes make your Journal difficult to understand, you will not receive credit. So, proofread, before posting it in Moodle!
