English 305

Prof.  LOverman


Formal Analytical Response Paper 


Analyze -- To find and take apart the main idea, show how its parts are related and why they are important to the whole. Analysis explores the connections within the context of a given subject. 

In this case the focus of your analysis will be how language is used:
Focus on the WAY in which the writer uses language. 

Briefly (in one or two lines) describe what the essay is about and then, 

Cite examples of how the writer manipulates words to produce a desired effect. Did s/he succeed? If so, why and how? 

You may cite specific examples (a word or two) from the text to support your claims. 

 One full page, typed. (Approx. 250 words)

If you are not directed to a specific question following the text, here are some questions that might help you get started:
Who wrote the essay and what is the context? Time, place, and audience. 

What do you think was the writer's purpose? 

--why did s/he write the essay? 

--is it meant to inform, entertain, argue, persuade, etc.?

What is the main thesis? the controlling idea? 

How is the essay organized? 

What rhetorical devices did s/he use (description, narration, compare/contrast, definition, causal analysis, argument, etc.) 

How well did the writer succeed in using language in the context of the purpose and the audience? 
 
