English 305                      Essay #2-----Political Wordplay                           Spring 2014
For our second assignment, we will study the readings in Chapter 8 of Exploring Language to consider how language can be used to persuade or manipulate us through propaganda and doublespeak. You may write an essay on any of the following topics:

Please Note: Writing is a process of revision. Therefore, drafts are not optional and must be submitted for peer review. Final drafts must include evidence of considerable revision or suffer a significant grade penalty. For full credit, don’t miss the final deadline! 
· Write an essay in which you examine instances of doublespeak in the media, a particular profession, or among your acquaintances. Make a case either for or against its usage (437).

· Inflammatory political language carries tremendous power to influence national policy, laws, and social mores. . . Write an essay exploring the power of language to influence our feelings regarding the “war on terror” and the American military actions in the Middle East. You may also explore opposing viewpoints on how language is used—both nationally and internationally—to criticize the war and U.S. military actions abroad (442).
· Some of the most interesting examples of political language come from campaign debates. Find a campaign speech from either a local or national figure and evaluate it for the political doubletalk and avoidance tactics described by some of the authors in this section. You can find transcripts of presidential debates on the Internet (474). 

· Find political speeches from a recent campaign, either local or national. Try CNN’s political pages at www.allpolitics.com or do a Google search for recent political speeches. Select one and try to identify the ways it manipulates language to sway the public (474). 

· Begin by introducing the background of your topic in the opening paragraph and state your opinion in a simple thesis sentence. 

· Remember academic discourse requires that you remain objective and use formal language. This means you do not use “I” or refer to yourself. Avoid addressing the reader using “you” or “your.” Avoid slang or colloquial expressions. 

Guidelines: Essays must be 4-5 pages, not including a Works Cited page and must follow MLA format guidelines. To avoid plagiarism use MLA format for documenting each quotation, paraphrase and summary (See: KW162 ). If you write about a speech, include an annotated copy of the speech is to be handed in to instructor prior to uploading final draft.                                                                                                
      Due Dates: Review weekly schedule
