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Before Reading:

§ Examine the front and back covers (books)

§ Read the title & any subtitles

§ Examine the illustrations

§ Examine the print (bold, italic, etc.)

§ Examine the way the text is set up (book, short story, diary, dialogue, article, etc.)

As you examine and read these, write questions and make predictions and/or connections near these parts of the text.

During Reading:
Mark in the text:

§ Characters (who)

§ When (setting)

§ Where (setting)

§ Vocabulary (squiggly underline)

§ Important ideas or information (straight underline)

Write in the margins:

§ Summarize

§ Make predictions

§ Formulate opinions

§ Make connections

§ Ask questions

§ Analyze the author’s craft

§ Write reflections/reactions/ comments

§ Look for patterns/repetitions

After Reading:

§ Reread annotations—draw conclusions

§ Reread introduction and conclusion—try to figure out something new

§ Examine patterns/repetitions---determine possible meanings

§ Determine what the title might mean

