Faculty Senate Office
Oviatt Library, Room 10, MC 8221.

Dear Senators,

| am writing your selection committee in support 3drry Schutte and his nomination for the CSUN
outstanding teaching award. | consider it a gheator to have the opportunity to introduce suclreng
candidate to your selection committee, especidlgr ahe numerous stories that | have heard abwut h
teaching and based on my experiences with himcadleague, mentor and as one of his many profeakion
admirers. To assist in your evaluation of his nmation and qualifications, this letter will focus three
critical areas: his teaching activities, his mesitip of our students, and most importantly, hisadaiiity for
this teaching award. | believe this format willjhgou evaluate this candidate and in the proocesshlto
respect him as | have over the last ten years.

Teaching activities:

Jerry has been very successful throughout his iegotareer. His very high standards and equally
impressive student evaluations are just severabumnea of that success. | have personally obsehed
impact of his instructing abilities in a challengisubject like statistics where students and cgllea alike
are awed by his ability to make the subject undeddble and relevant for our students. In pagiculis
engagement with the sociological imagination isstartding and | believe he would be an excellent
example for our organization to choose as its hemdor the award. | believe students and faclike
would agree — we are honored by his contributiorthis community, this university, and our departine

Mentoring:

Jerry works well with students and mentors therhéclassroom and out To me this is the most itapor
aspect of what we do as teachers, showing our ssidéhat it is to teach by example and demonstatin
what it is to be an a educated adult with social @@mmunity responsibilities. In several caseadvk of,
this is the most often cited reason for his beidgiiged by our students — his mentorship of therairth
careers, and their understanding of two of our rddftult subjects — statistics and research mésholn
Jerry's case he is an outstanding example for tteefollow and he has dedicated his whole careehit
endeavor — thankfully he is their, and our, roledeio

Suitability for teaching award:

Jerry is extremely intelligent, personable and haodking. Students and colleagues alike admirenoigk
ethic and his ability to make tough subjects adbkss- for example his development of joint classes
methods and stats that are offered in non-traditiformats - Saturday or even Sunday timeslotsetp bur
working adult population. He is one of the mostdhaorking and dedicated faculty in our departmeamd
brings a wealth of experience to our classrooms.hélds high standards for his students while raaiirig
his empathy for their hard work and dedicationéttigg an education.

He does what | personally admire most, meets autestts where they come from and takes them where
they need to go academically to be successful.itivadlly, students love his style, his teachingqdophy

and they respect his teaching methods. He ismetaay A, rather he is one who promotes learnifige
students state that he provides them with motimatin be better — an outstanding complement for an
outstanding educator.



In conclusion, | strongly recommend Jerry Schuttethis well-deserved honor. He is a rare find dor
university seeking good colleagues to recognizpradessional who can demonstrate by example a well
rounded education, mature focus on career andl iagtunger for knowledge in students. In shorisha
teacher of the highest quality and caliber.

Sincerely,
James David Ballard, Ph.D.
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