
 

      Faculty Senate Office 
                  (818) 677-3263 

 
FACULTY SENATE MEETING – Approved 2/10/2011 

Minutes of Meeting of December 9, 2010 
Oviatt Library Presentation Room 

 
Faculty President Stepenek called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. 
 
The Secretary called the roll.  Senators not present were:  Michael Bennett (excused), Wendy 
Birky (excused), David Cutcher, Amy Denissen (excused), Claudia Fajardo-Lira, Cathy Jeppson 
(excused), Timothy Karels, Conor Lansdale, Jennifer Matos (excused), Breny Mendoza, Kristy 
Michaud (excused), Theresa Montano (excused), Steven Oppenheimer, Ashley Skylar, Mark 
Steele (excused), Dianah Wynter 
 
The Faculty Senate Minutes for October 21, 2010 were approved as distributed. 

1. Announcements  
 
 a. The 2011 Faculty Retreat will be on January 18-19, 2011 on the CSUN Campus at the 

University Student Union.  The theme will be “SHOWCASING:  Culture, Scholarship, 
Unity & Networking.”  Registration forms are on the back table and on the Faculty 
Retreat website:  www.csun.edu/senate/retreat.html. 

 
 b. Senator Bendavid circulated a nomination petition to support Donna Snodgrass who is 

running for the CalPERS Board of Directors.  Signatures are needed for Ms. Snodgrass to 
qualify for inclusion on the ballot.       

2. Resolution of Appreciation for Dean Susan Curzon 
 Link to resolution:  www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/suecurzon-resolution.pdf 
 
 Senator Michael Barrett read a resolution of appreciation for Dean Susan Curzon for her 

eighteen years of service to the university community (full resolution – link above).  Dean 
Curzon will retire at the end of the Fall 2010 semester.   MSP to unanimously pass the 
resolution. 

 
 The resolution was presented to Dean Curzon; she thanked the Senate and said it was a 

pleasure working with everyone on this campus. 

3. Resolution Thanking the EO 1048 Mandatory Early Start Working Group 
 Link to resolution:  www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/eo1048resolution.pdf 
  
 Faculty President Stepanek read a resolution thanking the EO 1048 Mandatory Early Start 

Working group and congratulated the team “for spinning gold out of straw.”  He also 
extended a special thank you to Cheryl Spector for her leadership and her work on preparing 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/Minutes/senateminutes102110.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/retreat.html
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/suecurzon-resolution.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/eo1048resolution.pdf
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the document for submission to the Chancellor’s Office.  The list of members who worked on 
CSUN’s Mandatory Early Start Plan is listed on the back of the resolution. 

 
 MSP to unanimously pass the resolution.  Cheryl Spector accepted the resolution on behalf 

of the group. 
 
4. Electronic Thesis Documentation Pilot Announcement 
 Jeff Wiegley, Pioneering Technology Group Director 
 
 Wiegley reported that the Pioneering Technology Group has completed the initial 

development phase of an electronic system for submitting thesis/dissertation and is ready to 
start piloting the package in Spring 2011.  This electronic system is designed to reduce 
printing costs for students, and increase efficiency in business processes involving 
thesis/dissertation committee selection, paper submission, evaluation, and publication for 
thesis committee members, graduate coordinators, Graduate Office staff, and the librarians.  
For example, graduate students can use the system to start the process of selecting committee 
members.  They can also submit the thesis, get feedback and approval, and send it for 
printing and distribution.  Once a thesis is approved, a copy will automatically be stored in 
the library’s digital space.  Senators were invited to participate in the pilot project in Spring 
2011; several departments are being specifically targeted to participate.  Senators raised 
several issues including accessibility and copyright laws, and they also suggested the 
Pioneering group email a ‘call for volunteers to participate in the Spring 2011 pilot’ to 
department chairs. 

5. President’s Report – Jolene Koester 
 Link to written report:  www.csun.edu/senate/reports/presidentsreport120910.pdf 
 
 President Koester reported that the Governor approved an additional $366 million, comprised 

of $106 million of one-time Federal Stimulus money and $260 million of ongoing money, to 
CSUs for 2010-11; CSUN’s share is approximately 7%.  This $366 mil, however, is linked to 
339,000 FTES, which is an increase of about 30,000 FTES system-wide.  If CSU does not 
achieve this newly set FTES of 339,000, CSU may need to pay a penalty—return money to 
state.  For more details, see the linked written report. 

 
 Provost Hellenbrand and Vice President McCarron reported that VPAC construction cost 

came in at $123 million--$2 million below the estimated $125 million.  Currently, there is a 
$12 million gap, approximately 10% in debt.  However, we have a very low interest rate loan 
and there may be a large gift/donation forthcoming.  Estimated operational cost of VPAC is 
about $6.7 million but we need to take into consideration that 25% of VPAC will be used as 
instructional classroom space for AMC.  Operational cost will be funded through state 
subsidy, ticket sales revenue, facility rental revenue, parking revenues, and advancement 
revenues. The Provost noted that VPAC ticket sales have been very strong—over 600,000 
season tickets were sold for Spring 2011.  For a more detailed report from the President’s 
Office, see the link above. 

6. Policy Item – Educational Policies Committee 
Hillary Hertzog, Chair of EPC 
 
Action Item – Upper Division Writing Proficiency Exam Requirement Policy 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/presidentsreport120910.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/policies/udwpepolicy120910.pdf
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Hertzog reported that EPC discussed the feedback given by the Senate at the October 
meeting and incorporated the recommendations into the revised policy being presented.  She 
reminded the Senate that of the 381 students who were unable to graduate in fall 2009, the 
inability to pass the UDWPE was the only reason 100 of these students (over 25%) did not 
graduate.  So, EPC is proposing we require students to take the UDWPE earlier than what is 
currently stated in the current policy -- within 75 units instead of 90 units.  This would give 
students opportunities to remediate, if needed, and to retake the exam in order to pass it 
before their graduating semester.  A hold will be placed on the students’ registration if they 
do not attempt the exam within 75 units.  This policy will be effective starting Fall 2011.  
Hertzog also indicated that the Offices of Undergraduate Studies and Admissions and 
Records will inform students on this policy change through the portal, advisement, and in 
other appropriate ways. 
 
The motion to approve the policy was unanimously passed. 

 
7. Resolution on Supporting a Series of Public Events at CSUN to Focus on   
 the Fate of Higher Education in California 
 Michael Hoggan, Chair of Organizing Committee 
 Link to resolution:  
  http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/fateofhighered-resolution120910.pdf 
 
 With these uncertain times and changes affecting our ability to deliver a high quality of 

education to our students, Hoggan felt strongly that CSUN take a leadership role in 
discussing the fate of higher education in California.  He formed a committee (M. Hoggan, 
C. Chong, S. Stepanek, M. Spagna, C. Shubin, C. Spector, and C. Lansdale) to start the 
dialogue and to explore this idea further; the committee decided to begin these discussions at 
the Faculty Retreat and subsequently hold two additional public events at CSUN.  This 
resolution (see link above) seeks approval of the Faculty Senate to become a co-sponsor, 
with the Provost, of this series of public events.  Senators suggested that the word “fate” be 
changed to “future” throughout the resolution.  Additionally, senators suggested that the 
committee ask CFA to be a co-sponsor and to include a representative from Student Affairs 
on the planning committee. 

 
 MSP to unanimously pass the resolution as amended. 

8. Senate Reports   
  
 a. CFA Report – Audrena Redmond, CFA Professional Staff 
  Link to written report:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/cfareport120910.pdf 
  
  In addition to the written report, Redmond distributed the CFA magazine (2010, Issue 3) 

to the Senators and pointed out an article titled, “Quality Higher Education for the 21st 
Century – A Draft Statement of Principles.”  She said that a closed meeting of the CFA 
elected officers will be held in January 2011 in Los Angeles to discuss national trends 
and what is happening in higher education; a broader meeting will be held in the future.   
Redmond proceeded to read the seven principles that are outlined in the article.  In 
response to a question, Redmond said that salary negotiations for 2007-08 are complete; 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/fateofhighered-resolution120910.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/cfareport120910.pdf
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2008-09 bargaining is in the fact-finding phase.  The next step of the bargaining process 
is outlined in Article 9 (Concerted Activities) of the Collective Bargaining Agreement.   

    
 b. Statewide Academic Senate Report – Steven Stepanek 
  Link to written report:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/sasreport120910.pdf 
 
  Of the 8 resolutions that passed at the November 2010 Plenary, Stepanek specifically 

highlighted the two:  A Call for Governor Brown to Appoint a Faculty Trustee (#6 on 
written report) and Public Sharing of Campuses’ Early Start Program Plans (#8 on the 
written report).  Both of these resolutions had first reading waivers.  Of the new 
resolutions introduced, he briefly described items #5 (Creation of a Taskforce for 
Developing System Policies of Online Degree Programs), #8 (Sale, Distribution of 
Publishing of Class Materials for Commercial Use), #9 (Fiscal Concerns on 
Implementation of Early Start Programs), #10 (Call for Intersegmental Collaboration on 
the Implementation of AB 1295 Fuller – Postsecondary Education:  Nursing Degree 
Programs), and #11 (Assessment and Reporting of Results of Early Start Programs). 

 
9. Universal Design Initiative Update 
 Sue Cullen, ATI On-line Support Coordinator 
 
 Cullen announced that a new tool has been developed to help faculty create their home pages 

and is seeking a few more faculty to pilot test it in Spring 2011.  She gave a brief 
presentation on how this new tool, a Faculty Profile (website) Generator works; Stepanek 
added that a website created using this new tool will automatically be ADA compliant.  A 
detailed set of instructions on how to move files to the correct web drive will be made 
available.  Cullen and her team are currently working on another project to provide more 
flexibility for creating web pages, but this will not be ready for another year. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:21 p.m. 
  
Submitted by:   
Heidi Wolfbauer, Recording Secretary 
Sandra Chong, Secretary of the Faculty 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/sasreport120910.pdf
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