
Addendum: Association between parental 
education and student academic outcomes

Subgroup analyses by race/ethnicity

Legend:

We conducted follow-up subgroup analyses to investigate whether the association between student 
academic outcomes and parental education varied by race /ethnicity. 

The subgroup analyses focused on the same academic outcomes as in the main analysis: GPA (first 
year, CSUN, total), units earned (first year), academic notice (first year), third-term retention, and four- 
and six-year graduation rates. And in alignment with the main analysis, we also controlled for student 
demographic characteristics such as gender, Pell grant status, college of major, whether they came from 
the local area (i.e., tier 1), high school GPA, and cohort year in our OLS regression models. 

4-year degree: 
at least one parent 
is a 4-year college 
graduate or above

2-year degree: 
at least one parent 
is a 2-year college 

graduate.

Some college: 
at least one parent 

attended some college but
no degree.

Unknown/NA: 
both parents’ education 
missing or reported as 

“no response”.

No college:
 neither parent attended 

any college

Results from these follow-up analyses suggest that the association between parent education and 
academic outcomes does vary by race/ethnicity. Among Latinx students, the trend seen in the full 
sample, that students with parents who had higher education levels had better academic outcomes, held.

For further information about statistical reliability, view the full data tables here
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:b5441852-40e7-33e0-ad6a-789f2ef7621d


Among White and Asian American students, there were virtually no statistically reliable 
association between parent education categories with a few exceptions being “4-year degrees” 
versus “no/some college”. 

The association between parent education and academic outcomes is weaker for Black/
African American students,
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These analyses by race reveal important intersectional variations that need to be understood better. 
Again, the dichotomy between first-generation and continuing-generation students seems to be masking 
some important underlying differences that are better revealed when studying the various levels of 
parent education instead, and there are further variations by race.
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