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Information Technology 
 

FUGU - SFTP FOR MACS- REFERENCE GUIDE 

INTRODUCTION 

This document assumes that Fugu is already installed on your computer. If you don’t have Fugu, CSUN 
faculty, staff and students can download it from the software download page located at: 

https://www.csun.edu/itr/downloads/index.cgi  

WHAT IS FUGU? 

Fugu is a graphical front end for the text-based Secure File Transfer Protocol (SFTP) client that works 
with Mac OS X. SFTP is similar to FTP, but the entire session is encrypted, meaning that nothing, 
including passwords, is sent in the clear.  

Fugu provides a friendly, intuitive interface, featuring secure drag and drop file transfers. Fugu allows you 
to take advantage of SFTP’s strong encryption without having to sacrifice ease of use. Additionally, Fugu 
can make secure file transfers using Secure Copy (SCP). 

REQUIREMENTS 

Fugu has been tested on Mac OS X 10.2.x. It may work on Mac OS X 10.1. You must also have the BSD 
sub-system installed, of which OpenSSH’s SFTP client is a part. This is included with the default 
installation of Mac OS X. Mac OS X 10.0 is not supported.  

USING SFTP WITH FUGO – HOW TO CONNECT TO A SFTP SERVER 

1. Launch Fugu.  
2. In the Connect to field, enter the name of the SFTP server. 
3. Enter your CSUN User ID in the User ID field.  

Note: The Port and Directory fields are optional. If you know that the SFTP server is running on the 
non-standard port, you would enter the server’s port number in the Port field. Enter a path in the 
Directory field, if you want to go to a directory other than the default (usually your home directory). 

4. Select Add to favorites if you’d like to add this information to your list of favorites. After adding, 
select it from the pop-up button located at the bottom, left-hand corner of the connection pane. 
Editing favorites is done in Fugu’s preference panel. 

  

https://www.csun.edu/itr/downloads/index.cgi�
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Figure 1 – Connection Pane 

 
 

5. Select the Connect button.  
6. Enter your CSUN password in the field provided (see Figure 2). 

Note: To add your password to the password keychain, select Add Password to Keychain. This is an 
optional step.  

Figure 2 – Password Prompt 

 
 

7. Select Authenticate.  
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Uploading Files and Folders 

Drag the items that you want to upload from the local, left-hand pane and drop them on the remote, right-
hand pane. 

Figure 3 – Local and Remote Files & Folders Pane 

 
 

Downloading Folders 

The SFTP client that Fugu wraps does not support folder downloads. To get around this limitation, Fugu 
uses SCP to download folders. When you try to download a folder, Fugu will offer to download it with 
SCP. If you choose Download with SCP, Fugu brings forward the SCP window for the transfer (see the 
SCP section below for more). 

Navigating 

Double-click folders to display their contents.  To move up a level, select the up arrow button, located 
next to the pop-up button listing your current location.  To move to a folder in the path of your current 
location, select the desired folder from the list.  

Fugu also has folder histories for the Local and Remote panes, storing the last 20 places you’ve been. 
You can select the History buttons in the toolbar, and then select the location you’d like to go. You may 
also use the arrow keys to navigate as well.  
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Deleting Files and Folders 

To delete an item: 

1. Select it. 
2. Select the Delete key on your keyboard, or select the item, and then select the Delete button 

from the toolbar.  
3. Confirm the delete.  

Note:  The SFTP client Fugu wraps does not know how to delete folders recursively. This means that it 
will give you an error if you try to remove a folder that is not empty. Delete the items in the folder, and 
then delete the folder.  

Renaming Files and Folders 

To rename an item: 

1. Select the item, and press the Enter key on your keyboard; or right or control-click on the item. 
2. Select Rename from the contextual menu. Fugu will select the name of the item and make it 

editable. 

Figure 4 – Folder Contents Pane 

 
 

3. When you’ve completed renaming the item, select the Return key on your keyboard. 
4. To cancel renaming, select another item. 
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Displaying File or Folder Information 

To see all the attributes of an item, whether on your computer or on the SFTP server, select the item and 
choose Get Info from the SFTP menu. In the info panel, you can modify file and folder permissions, set 
owner and group, and see other information pertaining to the selected item 

USING SCP WITH FUGU 

Connecting to use SCP is just like connecting with Fugu to use SFTP, except that you will be asked to 
specify the path to the item you want to transfer. 

1. Select New Secure Copy from the SCP menu.  
2. In the SCP window, enter the name of the server you'll be connecting to in the Remote Host 

field.  
3. In the User Name field, enter the CSUN User ID you have on the server. If copying from your 

computer to the server, click the Choose... button and select the item to copy. If the remote is 
stored on the server, you'll need to enter the path to it in the Item to Copy field.  

4. You may also optionally enter the location you want the item transferred to in the Copy File to 
Path field. 

5. When you’re ready to begin copying, select the Secure Copy button, and then enter your 
password when prompted.  

Figure 1 – SCP Menu 

 

NEED HELP? 

Contact the IT Help Center by phone (818-677-1400), or online at (http://techsupport.csun.edu). 

 

http://techsupport.csun.edu/�
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