
Recently I had the opportunity to do a lot of international travel. Iôve worked 

with amazing educators in Denmark, England, Germany, the United Arab     

Emirates, and China. The discussions I have had simply continued to          

emphasize for me the importance of interprofessional collaboration. The more 

we work   together, the more creative our lessons are and the more students are 

truly included. The more we work together, the more we are able to             

universally design lessons, utilize technology effectively, differentiate        

curriculum, and grow as learners ourselves. As we collaborate, I believe we 

become more energized, thereby leading to less burn-out and attrition in the 

field of education. Thatôs what TCARE is all about!  

What are you doing to connect with others, personally and professionally? 

Think about not only how to collaborate in order to benefit your students, but 

also how you might help your colleagues with theirs. Consider starting a     

faculty book club (wine club?) or walking group or a lunch ñshare your best 

appò meeting once a month. Donôt shut your door and try to make it through 

the day. Open it and bring others in! 

In this issue, you will recognize some of that interprofessional collaboration. 

This is the first issue that is officially peer-reviewed and our inaugural group 

of peer reviewers is named on the back page. In addition, we have an article        

representing an international perspective on education. We continue to       

encourage practitioners, researchers and other educators to submit articles that 

will share practical strategies and tips for our readers. To get information on 

our submission process and requirements, please visit to www.csun.edu/ctl 

and go to our publications page.  

All my best for the rest of 2017! 

 

 
 

 

 

Wendy W. Murawski, Ph.D. 

Executive Director and Eisner Endowed Chair 

Center for Teaching & Learning, CSUN 
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When you hear, assistive technology, you might think, ñItôs 

too expensive!ò or ñThatôs too complicated!ò We promise, 

assistive technology (AT) does not have to be either! Here 

are some inexpensive and easy-to-implement ATs that will 

help you meet the needs of all the students in your        

classroom, and may be especially helpful for students with 

disabilities. 
 

So, what exactly is AT, and why does it feel so               

intimidating? Any tool that can be created or purchased, 

with the intention of improving the functional capabilities 

of an individual with a specific need, is essentially AT 

(Individuals with Disabilities Act, 2004). If you wear   

glasses or contacts, you use AT! You do not always need 

high-tech AT to meet the needs of students in your       

classroom. In fact, teachers often find low-tech, teacher-

created items can be more effective and easier to customize 

than high-tech devices.  

 

Easy AT for Math: Mobile Apps 
There are many mobile apps to help students facing       

challenges in math learn and practice skills. Weôve        

highlighted some free apps, but we encourage you to      

explore, read reviews, and try some out. 
 

Check this out: 

§ Sushi Monster allows students to practice basic    

algebra through addition and multiplication. 

§ Using Photomath, students and parents can instantly 

check a solution using a deviceôs camera to scan math 

problems. 

§ Maths Formulas Free includes many formulas    

middle and high school math students need, and is 

available in multiple languages. 

§ Free Graphing Calculators can support students 

working on math outside of class. 

 

Easy AT for Literacy: Adapted Books 

Do you have students in your class reading below grade 

level? This may be because of any number of issues.      

Students who struggle to read content are not able to learn 

from it the way fluent readers do. Adapted books, reading 

Lauren Delisio, Ph.D., (left) is an Assistant Professor at Rider University in New    

Jersey. Caitlyn Bukaty, Ph.D., (right) is an Assistant Professor at Cornell University 
in New York. 

materials altered from their original form, are a great AT   

solution to help level the playing field for students with    

reading difficulties.  
 

Check this out: 

§ Bookshare offers a large collection of free accessible 

books for individuals with print disabilities.  

§ Adapted Literature and Lessons from the Paul V. 

Sherlock Center on Disabilities includes materials to   

support students with disabilities in accessing the general 

education curriculum.  

§ Accessible Instructional Materials, by Cheryl M. 

Jorgenson, will help you create adapted books.  

§ Local or School Libraries may have collections of   

audio books readily available. 

 

Easy AT for Organization: In-class Tools 

Students with disabilities may find organization challenging. 

These are some tools you can make available in your       

classroom to help your students get organized. 
 

Check this out: 

§ Color-coders, such as highlighters or colored dot    

stickers, organize materials by subject, topic, or day of the 

week. 

§ Sticky notes are useful for keeping place while      

reading, marking a section of text, or making to-do lists. 

There are many webpages devoted to sticky notes in the 

classroom; we suggest you do a search of your own! 
 

Visual schedules help students stay organized throughout the 

day and prepare for transitions or changes. The Hands in   

Autism Treatment Center website offers a how-to guide to 

help you create visual schedules.  

 

Final Thoughts 

We hope these resources are a useful addition to your toolkit 

of strategies and effective for students with disabilities in your 

classroom. The resources weôve shared are just a small part of 

the wide range of AT tools readily available at little or no cost 

to you, so keep exploring! 
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