Spring 2018

Course Descriptions

A SPECIAL WORD REGARDING PROSEMINARS AND TUTORIALS

Please note that all Proseminars (497), Tutorials (498), are RESTRICTED classes.  This means that enrollment is by consent of the instructor only, and that you CANNOT enroll in them simply by asking for a permission number.  You must personally contact the professor so that he/she can determine whether your enrollment is appropriate given the particular content, approach, requirements, and level of the course.  Before contacting the professor, be sure you have read the description of the class provided below. The professor will then decide whether to give you a permission number.  Also, since these courses fill up quickly, DO NOT wait until your registration date (or even later) to contact the professor.  Do so as soon as you have determined that you wish to take the course.  Following these procedures will assist both you and your professors.
History 497A  Proseminar:  A Band of Brothers:  The Kennedy Years and American Political Culture
Professor Leslie Smithers               Fridays      11:00-1:45pm                   SH302


“We band of brothers...we few we happy few.”  This was how Robert Kennedy,brother to the late John Fitzgerald Kennedy referred to the brief moment these brothers were in power.  But this was not in fact the truth—there were many who surrounded the president at the time who did not support the Kennedy brothers and their vision of a New Frontier. Men such as Alan Dulles and J Edgar Hoover among others.  In this course we shall attempt to discuss and learn about the brothers Kennedy and the various personalities who surrounded them. We will also discuss the patterns of events that ended so tragically in November of 1963. 

All students should take this seminar with a firm idea for a research project within the parameters of the course’s subject matter. The recent Release of Kennedy documents should aid in this process in an interesting manner

History 497B  Proseminar:  The Roman Emperor
Professor Robert Cleve                              Mondays    4:00-6:45pm             SH288
The popular image of the Roman emperor in the modern world is of a sovereign monarch exercising absolute power and authority, a ruler responsible only to himself and able to employ the vast resources of the Roman Empire in any way and for any purpose he chooses,  whether for his own selfish benefit or for the public good.  All law, public policy, and government action emanates from the emperor.  In the modern media, popular fiction and “blockbuster” Hollywood movies, Roman emperors are almost always depicted as hopelessly decadent figures that spend most of their time and energy indulging in drunken orgies.  However, is this the accurate image of ancient Rome?

Then ancient historian Cassius Dio told a story about the emperor Hadrian that presents quite a different picture:  “When a woman made a request of him as he passed on a journey, he at first said to her, ‘I haven’t time,’ but afterwards, when she cried out, ‘stop being emperor then,’ he turned about and granted her a hearing.”

This seminar will review both primary and secondary sources to analyze the basis, origins, extend, and limits of the emperor’s power and authority in the Roman world and attempt to arrive at a more accurate and realistic image of the Roman emperor.

Prerequisite:  History 411 (concurrent enrollment okay) or equivalent.
History 497C   Proseminar:   Historians and Historical Narratives in the Middle East before 1800  

Professor Rachel Howes      Tuesdays      4:00-6:45pm             SH288


The most important sources for the history of the pre-modern Middle East are narrative and literary sources.  While historians of the Middle before 1800 do use other sources, the narrative and literary sources form the backbone of most studies and provide context for the rest.  Thus, this class will focus on these sources, and students will learn how to develop a research project based on them.

The focus of this course will be the production of an article-length paper based on primary sources.  With guidance from Dr. Howes, students will be encouraged to pick and read pre-modern Middle Eastern narrative sources in translation, develop and research a topic that is based on these sources, and write a 20-30 page paper on that subject.  Students will be expected to base this paper largely on primary sources.  Students can choose from of a variety of texts: religious and political literature, poetry and prose, as well as more traditional historical texts such as chronicles and biographies.   

While no specific knowledge of the Middle East is required, if you have not taken a Middle Eastern history class, it will help you a great deal to read a general survey before the class begins in August.

If you are interested in this class, contact Dr. Howes at  Rachel.howes@csun.edu.
History 498C Tutorial:    Mark Twain’s America 
Professor Thomas Devine      Wednesdays 7:00 pm – 9:45 pm.        Sierra Hall 288

More than one hundred years after his death, Mark Twain remains one of the nation’s most renowned authors and celebrities. In many ways, Twain the cultural icon has transcended Samuel Clemens the writer to become a timeless figure in American lore. Decked out in his trademark white suit, today Twain can be found greeting visitors at Disney’s Epcot Center or selling Kentucky bourbon from billboards along the highway. He even inhabits the future, having once shared the bridge with Stark Trek’s Captain Picard in the early 24th century. In this class, however, we will ground Twain and his work in their historical context, for Twain was also very much a man of his time whose social commentary provides revealing insights into the tumultuous years of what he himself dubbed “The Gilded Age.” In both works of fiction and non-fiction, Twain proved himself a keen observer and a sharp critic of late 19th-century American society. Few issues of the day escaped his attention – political corruption, militarism, working conditions, technological advances, racial strife, imperialism, religious hypocrisy, false patriotism, and the growing inequality of American society to name but a few. That these problems remain unsolved and perhaps even more acute in our own times also makes the study of Twain and his work immediately relevant. 

In taking up the subject of “Mark Twain’s America,” we will read several of Twain’s novels, essays, and short stories alongside other secondary accounts that explore Twain’s life and work. We will engage in both literary and historical analysis. The course will place heavy emphasis on class participation. There will be occasional short writing assignments. In a final project, you will have the chance to explore further a Twain-related topic that is of particular interest to you. If you would like a permission number for the class, email Dr. Devine at tom.devine@csun.edu. 

History 498C  Tutorial:  Popular Resistance in Latin America through Film and Literature
Professor Patricia Juarez-Dappe.        Wednesdays, 4:00-6:45pm            SH184
Latin Americans have been more defiant than the available literature will lead us to believe. Scholars tend to equate protest with guerrilla wars or terrorism but the evidence indicates that resistance takes many forms and articulates a broad spectrum of ideologies. In this course we will explore alternative expressions of popular resistance in different parts of Latin America during the 19th and 20th centuries. We will critically analyze historical developments in the region with particular emphasis on women, slaves, natives, peasants and workers. Through the analysis of films, monographs, scholarly articles and primary sources, you will achieve a thorough appreciation of how diverse and successful popular resistance has been among Latin Americans. For permission numbers, please contact Professor Juarez-Dappe at pjuarez@csun.edu
History 498C Tutorial: Society, State, and Law in Latin America

Professor Orlando Rivero-Valdes                  Thursdays, 4:00-6:45pm             SH268

In this seminar, we will discuss important questions, methods, and findings of the most recent historiography about the creation, transformations, functions, and dysfunctions of the legal institutions and legal practices in Latin America. The seminar will explore the basic foundations of Latin America law and the ways in which legal institutions and legal practices have responded to and shaped socio-economic and political dynamics concerning personhood, individual and communal rights, labor, land and property, family, citizenship and political participation, and crime and human rights among others. 
This is an upper-division course that requires intensive reading and writing. Students will complete a research paper based on primary and secondary sources.
