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 This academic year, we received another record number of grant applica-
tions and are excited to announce our 2017-2018 Community Engagement 
Grant Recipients.  Our Service Learning and Community Engagement Faculty 
have developed innovative projects, giving students from a variety of disci-
plines the opportunity to expand their civic leadership experience.

Jongeun Kim, Ph.D.

Family and Consumer Sciences – Apparel 
Design 
Dr. Jongeun Kim’s Apparel Design students 
are partnering with James Monroe High 
School’s fashion club.  Dr. Kim hopes to 
expand her students’ learning outcomes by 
allowing them to work hands-on in apparel 
design while instructing under-represented 
youth in our community.  Her project goals 
include giving James Monroe High School 
students the opportunity to envision a 
clearer path to higher education and the 
apparel industry by working with CSUN 
students

Matthew Clements, MFA
Queer Studies
Last year, Professor Matthew Clements 
launched a service learning project in which 
students co-hosted a Town Hall on LGBTQ+ 
needs and conducted a survey of more than 
400 LGBTQ+ youth in the San Fernando 
Valley.  The results of this study indicated a 
need for an informal social event queer youth 
to congregate locally, socialize, and support 
each other. This year, Professor Clements will 
be addressing this community need and 
giving his students valuable research event 
planning experience.  Students will be work-
ing with Project Q, an initiative within Village 
Family Services (VFS), that seeks to create 
community and provide support on an ongo-
ing basis for local queer youth and queer 
youth of color.

Sigalit Ronen, Ph.D.

Business Management
Dr. Sigalit Ronen’s service learning project 
involves using the principles of leadership to 
improve family relationships.  Her Business 
Management class will plan a workshop to 
help better parents’ understanding of estab-
lishing healthy relationships using practices 
that they learn in class.  The parent workshop 
will focus on allowing students to apply lead-
ership principles to real-life situations while 
shaping attentive, encouraging, and wiser 
parenting in our community.

Lisa Shanti Chaudhari, Ph.D.

Liberal Studies Program – Sustainability
Dr. Lisa Shanti Chaudhari has developed a 
service learning component that improves 
students’ theoretical understanding of the 
pillars of sustainability and how to apply 
them within a community context.  
Students will actively participate in CSUN’s 
food garden and projects that encourage 
social responsibility.

Dr. Stephanie H. Kim, Ph.D.

Linguistics – TESL
Dr. Stephanie Kim will continue her 
service learning project designed for 
students who are teacher trainees pre-
paring to become ESL teachers. Students 
get to choose their own community site 
and assist an ESL teacher or teach their 
own ESL class, depending on the needs 
of the community partner. Through this 
program, students acquire new peda-
gogical knowledge and skills, become 
more socially aware and engaged, and 
relate the course content to teaching 
real-life ESL learners. 

Clement Lai, Ph.D.

Asian American Studies
Dr. Clement Lai has developed a service 
learning project that will allow students 
to help working-class Pilipinos with 
laborer rights issues through the Pilipino 
Workers Center (PWC). Dr. Lai i will set 
up a satellite o�ce for PWC on-campus 
at the Asian American Studies’ Glenn 
Omatsu House. This PWC satellite will 
allow his students to have an equal 
opportunity at helping out the Pilipino 
American community, which is the larg-
est Asian American community at CSUN. 

Yoko Mimura, Ph.D. 

Health and Human Development Sciences  
–  Family & Consumer Sciences
Dr. Yoko Mimura has developed a service 
learning project that allows students to 
examine scholarly literature about bully-
ing at school, assess the role of prejudice 
in bullying and increase the online media 
appearance of Inspired Sound Initiative, a 
community partner, through weekly posts 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Since 
the program has been implemented in Fall 
2016, both students and faculty members 
have had positive experiences. 

Xochitl Alvizo, Ph.D.

Religious Studies
Xochitl Alvizo’s service learning program gives 
students the opportunity to work at Regis 
House Community Center for five consecutive 
days and contribute daily to delivering 
services to the community that are provided 
by the center. Students also participate in 
shared communal meals, while learning about 
the history, religious roots, and the social 
location and context of the center. Through 
this five day experience, students will be able 
to critically reflect on and evaluate issues 
surrounding race, gender, and class that 
impact the community and the center’s 
religious understanding of its teaching and 
practice of social justice. 
 

Rachel Friedman Narr, Ph.D.

Eisner College of Education  –  SPED
Dr. Rachel Friedman Narr’s service learn-
ing project allows students who are 
teacher-candidates in Deaf Education to 
develop two community engagement 
presentations that demonstrate core 
competencies from her class. Students 
will first engage in a needs assessment 
with general education teachers who 
serve Deaf/Hard of Hearing students in 
their classrooms. Then, students will 
outline and prepare a presentation for 
delivery in several Los Angeles schools. 
Through this program, teacher-candidates 
will gain the important skill of describing 
audiograms to parents of DHH children, 
which is necessary for their career choice.

Carrie Pullen, Ph.D.

Health and Human Development  –  
Health Sciences
Dr. Carrie Pullen has developed a 
service learning project that requires 
students to conceptualize, plan and 
execute a community service project or 
event in the healthcare sector. Last 
semester, her students partnered with 
Be the Match from the City of Hope to 
run a Bone Marrow Registry Drive, 
educating people about the purpose of 
the registry and giving them the oppor-
tunity to sign up to “Save a Life,” and 
VISCOM to create materials to market 
the event. Pullen’s projects require 
students to spend many hours out of 
the classroom to coordinate and 
execute the activities.

Xóchitl M. Flores Marcial, Ph.D.

Chicano/a Studies
Dr. Xóchitl M. Flores Marcial’s service learn-
ing program allows students to serve as 
docents at the Los Angeles Central Library 
for an exhibit called “Visualizing Language: 
Oaxaca in LA.” Students help Los Angeles 
Public Library docents contextualize the 
exhibit with focuses on Oaxacan indigenous 
communities currently living in Los Angeles. 
Students ultimately get the opportunity to 
engage with the public, teach public history, 
lead tours to K-12 students and gain valuable 
experience as library docents. 

Lissa Stapleton, Ph.D.

Deaf Studies
Dr. Lissa Stapleton’s Deaf 415 students 
will gain experience in facilitating work-
shops for the Deaf community while 
partnering with Peace Over Violence. 
Peace Over Violence will provide training 
in the prevention of sexual assault, rape, 
stalking, trauma, and cyber bullying with 
a special focus on Deaf and hard of hear-
ing people.  Students will attend weekly 
trainings and the will utilize what they 
learn to create workshops, social media 
sites, and video logs about preventions 
within Deaf communities.    

Bobbie Eisenstock, Ph.D.

Journalism
Dr. Bobbie Eisenstock’s service learning 
project allows students to collaborate with 
the Center for Media Literacy (CML) to 
expand its Commit2MediaLit social media 
campaign, advocate for media literacy 
education bills in the California legislature, 
and facilitate National Media Literacy Week 
activities campus-wide. The objective of 
the program is to educate and empower 
students with knowledge, skills and compe-
tencies to become informed and engaged 
citizens who can think critically, communi-
cate e�ectively, and participate responsibly 
in a digital society

Paula DiMarco, MFA

Art- Graphic Design
Professor Paula DiMarco’s service learning 
program allows students to learn how to work 
with communities of the public sector 
through hands-on, community-based projects. 
Student design teams work with community 
partners to identify needs and execute a final 
Visual Communication Plan, while community 
partners act as co-educators by providing a 
culminating experience through this process. 

Annette Besnillian, Ed.D

Family and Consumer Sciences  
Professor Annete Besnillian’s service learning 
program is developed to counteract the rising 
percentage of obesity by increasing student 
nutrition knowledge about the primary food 
groups. Students improve their knowledge of 
nutrition by being audience members or 
participants in “MyPlate: The New Food 
Guide Musical.” Students also learn about the 
importance of eating healthy and having 
physically active routines in the context of a 
musical, which can positively a�ect their 
health behaviors in their daily lives. 

Svetlana Tyutina, Ph.D.

Modern & Classical Languages & Literature
Dr. Svetlana Tyutina’s service learning pro-
gram addresses the growing need for trans-
lators in the public sector.  Her project gives 
students who wish to become bilingual 
interpreters the opportunity to enhance 
their experience in Spanish to English Inter-
preting.  Dr. Tyutina’s students will partner 
with an organization in need of translators 
and interpreters for public service. In return, 
the community partner will provide a real-
life environment for students to utilize their 
skills and give professional feedback for the 
student interpreters.

Dena Herman, Ph.D.

Family and Consumer Sciences
Dr. Dena Herman has developed a service 
learning component to her FCS 307 
Advanced Nutrition Class. During this 
project students will teach nutrition-
enhanced cooking classes to adolescents 
at Sun Valley Recreation center.  Families 
in this area are in need of learning healthy 
eating habits as rates of obesity and 
diabetes are high.  By o�ering both a 
program of nutrition education based on 
validated methods and teaching adoles-
cents how to cook, Dr. Herman hopes that 
this project will enhance the health and 
well-being of this population of the valley. 

Monicka Guevara,

University 100, Sociology
Students in Dr. Monicka Guevara’s U100 class 
will be CSUN’s Bridge to the Future 
Students.  These students will be involved in 
peer mentoring activities and work with 12th 
graders and their families at Canoga Park 
high School as they complete their college 
applications and financial aid packages.  
Students will complete half of their service 
hours as mentors for 12th graders and the 
other half of their service hours will be spent 
serving a community organization of their 
choice. B2F students will gain hands-on 
experience in mentoring in the public sector 
while uplifting their surrounding community. 

Stevie Ruiz, Ph.D. 
Chicana/o Studies

Will Garrow, Ph.D.
Deaf Studies

Mechelle Best, Ph.D.
Recreation and Tourism

Drs. Stevie Ruiz, Will Garrow and Mechelle Best have developed a service learning project that 
will require students to share their enthusiasm about the great outdoors with low-income and 
historically underserved populations.  Students will participate in tree planting events, assist low 
income families to attend one-day hiking trips, demonstrate a cultural sensitivity to the needs 
and concerns about environmental sustainability, and assist in reimagining the importance of 
the great outdoors for Chicana/o and Latina/o communities, as well as other disenfranchised 
communities such as the deaf community. 

Drs. Edith Chen and Patchareeya Kwan have created a service-learning course entitled 
“Ethnicity, Culture and Health,” which examines health issues related to Asian American popu-
lations.  In this service-learning class, students will learn content related to health, as well as 
design and implement culturally-tailored prevention/intervention activities targeting CSUN 
Asian American students. Students will also learn about socio-contextual factors relevant to 
Asian American health and community organizing, while simultaneously gaining experience 
and skills for developing and implementing health promotion-related activities.

Edith Chen, Ph.D.
Asian American Studies

Patchareeya Kwan, Ph.D.
Health Sciences 

Yue Zheng, Ph.D.  
Journalism

Wei Cao, Ph.D.
Family & Consumer Sciences

Yue Zheng and Wei Cao’s service-learning project promotes an active service-learning 
practice among students from the classes of Public Relations Practicum (JOUR 398B) and 
Apparel Design, CAD (FCS 472/L), through the cooperation with Traditional Mexican 
Dance class students at Northridge Academy High school (NAHS). This interdisciplinary 
collaboration aims to provide service-learning experiences for FCS 472/L students in 
using CAD software to design Mexican-style costumes and for JOUR 398B students in 
conducting a comprehensive public relations campaign on behalf of a real community 
client.

Sindhuja Bhakthavatsalam, Ph.D.
Liberal Studies

Mauro Carassai, Ph.D.
Liberal Studies

Sindhuja Bhakthavatsalam and Mauro Carassai’s service-learning course will give pre-
teaching credential students the opportunity to practice samples of ‘integrated-teaching’ 
lesson plans by partnering with local elementary schools, ranging from grades four to six. 
This partnership will create integrative pedagogical conversations between experienced 
teachers and prospective teachers and promote integrative teaching practices in schools 
where such an approach is not already in place. 

Annette Besnilian, Ed. D.
Family & Consumer Sciences 
Director of Marilyn Magaram Center

David Boyns, Ph.D.
Sociology 
Director of ICHWB

Douglas Kaback, M.F.A.
Theater, 
Director of NPA

Annette Besnilian, David Boyns and Douglas Kaback’s service-learning project aims to 
reduce the incidence of childhood obesity in families of Latino students in LAUSD’s North 
Educational Service Center, specifically in Title I schools where most of the students 
qualify for free and reduced lunch in the Federal Lunch Program. The program will consist 
of building gardens in these schools and producing a comprehensive set of school-based 
activities for students as well as for their parents/family members. These activities will be 
designed to help participants achieve and sustain growing foods, gardening and healthier 
eating habits at school and at home in order to help reduce obesity in the community and 
improve health outcomes. 

Dr. Moushoula Capous-Desyllas received a Community Engage-
ment Travel Grant to attend a conference called "The State of 
(In)Equality: Social Justice Under Siege", to be held in Toronto 
from October 28-29, 2017.  Dr. Capous-Desyllas will present her 
collaborative research study with a current graduate student in 
the Sociology Department. This conference will examine the 
current and past state(s) of inequality and social justice from a 
multi-disciplinary perspective. They aim to present the findings 
from their pedagogically-based research. Their research project 
is titled "Strategies that students utlize at the mico, meso and 
macro level in order to navigate personal and professional value 
tensions: Lessons from teaching a diversity and social justice 
course."

Moshoula Capous-Desyllas, Ph.D.
Sociology


