Department of Cinema and Television Arts 

Screenwriting Option

Recommended Course Schedule

To take upper division courses in the Screenwriting option, you must earn a grade of C or better in CTVA 100, CTVA 210 and CTVA 260 (Introduction to Digital Filmmaking). Students selecting the Screenwriting option must purchase or have access to the latest version of Final Draft screenwriting software and a computer system that can support it.  [Note – CTVA 260 replaces CTVA 230, 240 or 250, and will serve as the pre-req for CTVA 350 and CTVA 440.  Please also note that if you’ve already taken the equivalent of CTVA 230, 240 or 250 at a community college, it still will satisfy the requirement.]

Please be aware that the semester-by-semester recommendations below feature a firm, three-semester sequence (CTVA 320-CTVA 420-CTVA 425) and several variables, as many requirements can be satisfied by one of two or three choices: CTVA 301 or CTVA 319, CTVA 305 or CTVA 310, CTVA 327 or CTVA 428, CTVA 350 or CTVA 440.  A few notes regarding some of the variables:

CTVA 309, CTVA 310 and CTVA 319 are all academic, paper-writing courses.  Unless you thrive in such a scholarly environment, it may be advisable for you to take each in a separate semester, should you choose to take either or both 310 and 319 (the alternatives to each are, respectively, 305 and 301).  CTVA 309 is a requirement.  Finally, depending on the instructor, CTVA 305 may also be taught as an academic, paper-writing class.  
If you choose to take CTVA 428 (Writing Screenplay Comedy) instead of CTVA 327 (Writing for Industrial Media), please expect not to take it until your last semester, as typically, only graduating seniors are able to enroll.

Finally, please be advised that all upper division CTVA courses require prerequisites.  Be sure that you qualify for enrollment in each course, or obtain permission from the instructor.  Herein are some suggested paths through the CTVA Screenwriting program:

First Upper Division Semester 
15 units from the following:

CTVA 320

CTVA 309 [fulfills a Screenwriting requirement; will not also satisfy upper-division GE requirement)
[CTVA 301, if you are interested – best to take this as early as possible]
[CTVA 305, if you are interested]

[Upper Division GE requirements]
[Upper Division CTVA elective – see below for recommendations]
Second Upper Division Semester 

12-15 units from the following:
CTVA 420
[CTVA 301, if you are interested]
[CTVA 305, if you are interested]

[CTVA 310, if you are interested]

[CTVA 319, if you are interested]
[CTVA 327, if you are interested]

[Upper Division GE requirements]
[Upper Division CTVA elective – see below for recommendations]

Third Upper Division Semester 

12-15 units from the following:
CTVA 425

CTVA 350 or CTVA 440

[CTVA 327, if you are interested]

[CTVA 428, if you are interested and if available]

[CTVA 305, if you are interested]

[CTVA 310, if you are interested]

[CTVA 319, if you are interested]
[Upper Division GE requirements]
[Upper Division CTVA elective – see below for recommendations]
[note – if this is your last semester, consider taking an internship – CTVA 494A and CTVA 494B – both must be taken together for 3 elective units]
*Fourth Upper Division Semester (if necessary)

[CTVA 428, if you are interested] 

[CTVA 350 or CTVA 440, if not yet satisfied]

[CTVA 494A and CTVA 494B – internship (both taken together for 3 elective units) – may be repeated for a total of 6 units (in different semesters)]

Whatever requirements remain unsatisfied

Please note that, in addition to satisfying all the requirements of the CTVA Screenwriting major (passing every required class and elective with a grade of C or better) you must satisfy all GE requirements (including the Upper Division Writing Proficiency Exam), take at least 40 upper-division units and earn a total of 120 units overall in order to graduate.  You should examine your DPR on a regular basis to check your progress to graduation.
Recommendations for Satisfying the CTVA Screenwriting Upper-Division Elective Requirement (9 units):

Any 300- or 400-level CTVA class not otherwise required (e.g., CTVA 315, CTVA 351,     CTVA 412, CTVA 413, CTVA 415, CTVA 421, CTVA 422, CTVA 494A and CTVA 494B [taken together] – internship – which is STRONGLY recommended, ideally, in your last semester).

TH 310, TH 315, TH 345

ENGL 305, ENGL 308, ENGL 309, ENGL 310, ENGL 312, ENGL 316 (or any other 300- or 400-level ENGL course for which you have the pre-reqs or can obtain a permission number).
CHS 306, GWS 410, PAS 337 

Virtually ANY 300- or 400-level course on campus that may inform your writing and for which you have the pre-reqs or can obtain a permission number, with the approval of a Screenwriting faculty advisor.

