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Welcome to the fourteenth annual Student Screenwriting 
Showcase presented by the Department of Cinema and 
Television Arts at California State University, Northridge.

Tonight, you will be treated to readings from the works of five 
of our exemplary students; three written in our undergraduate 
Screenwriting program and two from our Master of Fine Arts 
in Screenwriting.  

Designing a showcase for Screenwriters posed a dilemma.  
What exactly should it be?  Fourteen years ago we pioneered 
our unique brand of staged reading.  The presentation you will 
experience tonight is not theater, as there is little in the way of 
blocking.  It is not mere recitation, as the performances have 
been directed.  And it is not cinema, because we set out to 
highlight the words on the page before they become moving 
images on a screen.

Writing for the screen is a decidedly challenging career path. 
There is no guarantee of success, even after coming through one of our fine writing programs.  All 
of the students presenting their screenplays this evening clearly display prodigious talent.  But in the 
competitive world of Hollywood, it takes more than talent.  It takes persistence, a tough skin, and a lot of 
support.  You in the audience provide that critical support for these nascent screenwriters.  To see their 
work performed means the world to them.  So, know that your presence is not only deeply appreciated 
but will contribute to their confidence and ultimate success.  It might not take a village, but it certainly 
takes an audience.

This evening’s event would not be possible without the efforts of many individuals.  We heartily thank: 
Dan Hosken, Dean of the Mike Curb College of Arts, Media and Communication; Thelma Vickroy, 
Chair of the Cinema and Television Arts Department; Jon Stahl, Option Head of Screenwriting and 
co-producer of this event; Scott Sturgeon, Graduate Program Coordinator; Professors of Screenwriting 
Eric Edson and Alexis Krasilovsky; CSUN Associated Students for their financial assistance; Mark 
Schaubert for the design and creation of the printed program; Professor Anamarie Dwyer, Chair of the 
Theater Department, and all her colleagues, for their time and help and for the use of this beautiful 
theater; all the wonderful actors who have donated their talent; and last but certainly not least, Christine 
Menzies, for her artful direction of tonight’s presentation.

We hope you enjoy the evening and thank you for attending.

Jared Rappaport
Professor of Screenwriting
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Matt Young
Writer-Producer/MFA Alumnus

Showcase Host

MATT YOUNG is a proud Matador and was among the first to graduate from CSUN 
with an MFA in Screenwriting. Shortly after graduating, Matt was accepted as a fellow in the 
inaugural Sundance Episodic Story Lab, where he spent two weeks in Utah learning from 
some of the most gifted showrunners and executives working today. On the heels of the 
lab, Matt became a participant in the prestigious Warner Bros.Television Writers Workshop, 
where he further developed his skills under the mentorship of a number of extraordinary 
industry talents. Matt currently writes and produces for BLINDSPOT on NBC. He has written 
feature scripts that were produced by MarVista Entertainment and Netflix; adapted a YA 
science-fiction novel for the German-based Constantin Film; and was a guest writer on 
Season Two of the Alan Tudyk/Nathan Fillion-produced SyFy comedy show CON MAN. 
When not writing, Matt enjoys spending time with his family and their dog at their home in 
Topanga Canyon, picking the banjo, and playing super nerdy tabletop board games and 
even nerdier roleplaying games. Twitter: @ThisMattYoung
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14th Annual
Screenwriting Showcase

Welcoming Remarks by Jared Rappaport

Screenplay Introductions by Matt Young

“Reverse English”
short film script by Jason M. Lee 

Jane Crow
feature-length screenplay by Kara Swenson 

“Black Swan”
spec episode of TV series Pose by Dustin Newcombe

Bucky
pilot for an original TV series by Nick Cloos 

“A Penelope Funk Beginning”
short film script by Talicia Raggs

Reception
(Immediately Following)
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Jason Lee 

Jason Lee was born and raised in Houston, Texas, where he spent most of his teens singing in 
bars. He then moved to Austin, where he spent most of his twenties singing in bars and working 
odd jobs to support his bar-singing habit. It was there that he wrote his first awful screenplay on a 
borrowed typewriter (for the younger members of the audience, “typewriters” were like laptops, only 
much more difficult to connect to Wi-Fi). A few awful screenplays later, he moved to Los Angeles 
and began to write less-awful screenplays. Unsatisfied with merely being a better-than-awful writer, 
he enrolled in CSUN’s undergraduate Screenwriting program in 2017, through which he hopes to 
become “not too shabby.”

Jason is the current president of CSUN’s Screenwriters Club, whose aim is to aid student writers in 
developing their craft through discussion and feedback, and by fostering relationships based on a 
mutual interest in writing for the screen. He was recently re-elected for the 2019-2020 school year, 
an honor he attributes to regularly bribing the membership with pizza.

Reverse English
Huey’s a small-time grifter. Trey, his preteen son, is a poolhall prodigy who yearns to 
follow in his old man’s footsteps. When Huey gets in over his head with a dangerous 
loan shark, he enlists Trey in a plan to hustle enough cash to pay off his debt before the 
thug catches up with them. Will they make it, or will Huey only succeed in dragging his 
boy down with him?
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While currently residing in the Greater Los Angeles area, Kara’s heart belongs to the clouds and rain of the 
Pacific Northwest. Literally, in the sense that her beautiful 5-year-old niece, Victoria, lives in Seattle with 
Kara’s brother Christopher, and figuratively in that Kara vastly prefers the rain and actual seasons. Alas, 
Kara is committed to living in the land of perpetual sun to chase her dreams writing for film and television. 

A returning student, Kara’s detour from a university education took her to work for XBOX Live and the 
Halo video game franchise. After her wonderful father, Steve, used his deathbed words to illuminate and 
encourage the pursuit of her dreams, Kara enrolled at Santa Monica College in 2015. Kara graduated with 
Honors and transferred to CSUN in 2017, where she has the privilege of learning from exceptional educators. 

Kara’s statement of purpose as a writer is to feature diverse voices - incredible women, people of color, and 
LGBTQIA individuals – with the intent of normalizing positive representation. A voracious student of history, 
she is grateful to the faculty for the opportunity to share the harmony of her passions with Jane Crow. In 
the future, Kara hopes to have a platform by which she can elevate new writers in this zany industry that 
succeeds best when it challenges our intellect and emotions. 

Kara Swenson

Jane Crow
 
Pauli Murray, a queer African-American, pioneers bus protests and Gandhian approaches 
to the end of Jim Crow but finds herself stymied due to her gender and sexuality. An 
unlikely friendship with First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt forms in the crucible of a fervent 
crusade to save the life of sharecropper Odell Waller. This is a love letter to the unsung 
civil rights leader and her journey towards becoming a champion of intersectional equality 
in an era where everything about Pauli’s identity threatens to silence her voice.
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Dustin 
     Newcombe 

Growing up in a conservative, two-traffic-light Pennsylvania town in the 90’s, Dustin filled his time 
doing what any good queer film buff should do: he watched a lot of movies and even wrote some, too. 

By 16, he’d completed his first full-length feature, a dramedy he earnestly called “The Untitled 
Whitney Houston-Vanessa Redgrave Project.” Yes, it was like The Bodyguard meets Howards End. 
And yes, it’s probably still up in his attic somewhere, so if you’re a producer and the thought of that 
excites you, hit him up!

After college, Dustin landed at Fox, where he worked as an advertising manager for shows like 
Malcolm in the Middle and How I Met Your Mother. After Fox, he decided to give screenwriting a go, 
and he’s since completed two features, the horror Watch Your Back and the tragicomedy Georgina.

Currently pursuing his M.F.A in Screenwriting at California State University, Northridge, Dustin enjoys 
telling feel-good, queer-themed stories. He recently completed a spec for the FX series Pose called 
“Black Swan,” and he is currently working on two features, Something About Angels and Radical 
Faerie, and a half-hour comedy called “Red Flags.”

POSE: “Black Swan” 
New York, 1989.

Angel is raped by her boyfriend Stan’s mentor, Matt. Blanca provides warm motherly 
support and tries to guide Angel down a path of recovery and healing, but Elektra suggests 
a grittier, more dangerous route to closure. Pray Tell pushes a reluctant Blanca back into 
the dating scene where she has to confront the painful reality of disclosing her HIV status. 
Damon convinces his boyfriend Ricky to try out for his production of “Black Swan,” but he 
ultimately casts a stronger dancer from a rival house. Elektra takes Papi on a first date 
to teach him how to treat a lady. 



– 9 –

2.



– 10 –

Nick Cloos
Nick grew up in a rural town in Western New York 
called Fredonia. His passion for film and television 
sprouted after being plagued with daily migraines 
in high school. Now, he’s learning the craft of 
screenwriting to provide others with the escapism 
that he deems powerful and necessary.  

As a senior set to graduate in Fall 2019, Nick 
double majors in Screenwriting and in History, 
serves as a Resident Advisor for CSUN Student 
Housing, and is currently a Development Intern 
at Benaroya Pictures. After graduation, Nick will 
attempt to pay back his student loans by writing 

stories for other people -- at this stage of the industry, odds are it’ll probably be Disney.  

A Western New York native, Nick had always heard stories about the “Summer from Hell” when Ralph “Bucky” 
Phillips escaped from prison. He has a foggy memory of that time, dominated by cancelled recess and not 
being allowed to ride his bike down the street. Thirteen years later, Nick was inspired by the unfortunately 
still relevant elements of power abusive law enforcement, and a criminal fueled by police hatred.

Bucky
Bucky is an 8-episode limited series inspired by true events from the summer of 2006 following the 
intertwining journeys of fugitive Ralph “Bucky” Phillips, Sheriff Joe Gerace, and journalist Maria Gonzalez.   

After breaking out of prison using a can opener, Bucky disrupts life in Western New York and while evading 
the corrupt police investigation, local citizens rally in support of Bucky, resulting in his increased mania and 
precariousness. For Sheriff Joe Gerace, his near-death experience with Bucky and the accidental death 
of a civilian motivate him to course-correct state officials conducting the widespread search. Journalist 
Maria Gonzalez is persistent, dedicated, and eager to prove herself, only to be given the chance after a 
terrifying face-to-face encounter with the escapee, who gave her a message for all to hear… “I let you live”.   

The summer of 2006, dubbed the “Summer from Hell”, was utter chaos consumed by an arrogant and 
reckless criminal, an incompetent yet power hungry police force, and a deeply divided local population 
-- all of whom were absorbed by the three-month man-hunt for one of the FBI’s most wanted criminals.  
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“A Penelope Funk Beginning”
Jimmy Ceoul (pronounced Soul), a popular funk radio jock in 1970’s Chicago, has one 
question for you… Who is Penelope Funk Bottom?

Talicia Raggs, a native of Gary, Indiana, and alumna of the University of Southern California Cinema-
Television Production program, has had an interesting and varied Hollywood existence. She has 
appeared on VH1’s Fanclub (Dave Matthews Band) and The Amazing Race, and has produced shows 
for Debbie Allen and B.E.T. In pursuit of her writing dream, she’s had the pleasure of being a fellow 
in the esteemed CBS Writer’s Initiative, Guy Hanks/ Marvin Miller Fellowship Program (commonly 
known as the Cosby Writing Program), and the WGA Writer’s Access Program. She’s also been 
fortunate to place as a finalist or semi-finalist in several top fellowship programs including Disney, 
Warner Bros., Sundance, Nickelodeon and Project Greenlight. Career wise, she’s been a writer’s 
assistant on ABC’s Commander in Chief, and written on staff for NBC’s short-lived Thick & Thin, 
TNT’s Emmy-nominated Saving Grace, CBS’s NYC 22, the NBC reboot of IRONSIDE, Freeform’s 
Switched at Birth, CW’s The Originals, and currently CBS’s NCIS: New Orleans. She’s grateful to 
be a part of California State University’s Master’s of Fine Arts Program in Screenwriting and looks 
forward to using techniques mastered in the curriculum in her future plans of teaching.

Talicia Raggs
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Student Screenwriting Showcase

Produced By
Jared Rappaport and Jon Stahl

Directed By
Christine Menzies

Co-Director
Maa Burton

Hosted By
Matt Young

Sound Design
Joseph Tran

Graphic Design
Mark Schaubert

Special Thanks To:
Eric Edson, Alexis Krasilovsky 

and Scott Sturgeon
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Cast

Christine Menzies
MFA Acting, Fitzmaurice Associate teacher, Smukler certified 
Professor, California State University, Northridge

Born in Trinidad and Tobago, Christine Menzies has been an Actor, Director, Acting 
Coach, Voice Coach, and Dialect Coach in the United States and Canada. She 
has also taught at the University of Trinidad & Tobago, Louisiana State University, 
Portland State University, the University of Southern California and Cal Poly, 
Pomona, as well as colleges and universities across Canada.  She has been a 
Voice/Text/Dialects Director at the Oregon and Kentucky Shakespeare festivals, 
at Portland Centre Stage and Artists Repertory Theatre, Oregon and The Swine 

Palace, Louisiana.  Christine has directed extensively in the U.S. and abroad.  Her most recent CSUN directing 
undertakings include SCORCHED, THE AFRICAN COMPANY PRESENTS RICHARD III, MACBETH, ANNA IN 
THE TROPICS, and BIG LOVE at The Valley Performing Arts Center.

About the Director

India Gordon, China Laughton, Angela Jones, Jennifer 
Linares, Franziska Beck, Alyssa Lopez, Alleanna 

Torres, Portillo, Shelvin, Gillian Reza, Katelyn 
DiGiorgio, Cassandra Koukourikos, 
Irene Piriyaviboon, Govea, Jocelyn, 
Heather Friedman, Remy Beland, 

Teryn Eikenberry, Bianca Schutt, Annie Dennis, 
Sabree Edwards, Alexander Williams, 
Jonathan Thompson, Brayan Ramirez, 

Alejandro Jimenez, Renz Eleazar, Zachary Guerrero, 
Ryan Schmitt, Ryan Palmer, Ethan Barker
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THE DEPARTMENT OF CINEMA AND TELEVISION ARTS
CONGRATULATES TONIGHT’S SHOWCASE SCREENWRITERS

A “Top 25 Film Program”
The Hollywood Reporter

A “Stellar Film School”
Variety


