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California State University Northridge • ART 467: Ceramics IV: Advanced Ceramics• Syllabus • SPRING 2021 

ART 467 

Professor: Patsy Cox     E-Mail:  patsy.cox@csun.edu 

Time:   M/W 11-1:45  

Place:   Virtual/ADC 509 
Zoom Link:  https://csun.zoom.us/j/86436610697?pwd=UVN3YkxyM3ByRndGcUhwZ3pZWk5Qdz09 

Phone:  (818) 677-3011(main studio number)/ X-2986  

Office Hours:  M/W 7:30-8am, 4:45-5:45 

COURSE DESCRIPTION—ART 467. Ceramics IV (3-3-3-3) 

Prerequisite: ART 366 & 367. Advanced investigation of the use of clay as it relates to a personal direction. Advanced 

refinement of ideas, technical processes and approaches as they relate to a unified body of work and to contemporary 

visual art. Continued experimentation with technical processes, clay bodies, glaze formulation and surface treatments. 

Development of portfolio materials and documentation of the unified body of work. (Portfolio review is required to be 

eligible for enrollment for 3rd and 4th semester repeat credit). Course fee. 5 hours lab. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION DETAIL AND OBJECTIVES 

This class is designed to refine your vocabulary of processes and your understanding of clay and ways of working with it 

as well as to developing a strong body of work. We will focus on individual needs specified by a written proposal due 

Monday, January 27th (or earlier) these must be emailed to me at cox.patsy@gmail.com, all appropriate support 

material must be submitted. You should submit specific plans for investigation including number of works and any glaze 

testing aspirations. This is a self-directed course and you must be proactive in your research and in the production of 

your work. This course is also designed to help you to begin putting a professional portfolio together (including: digital 

images, image list (specs), resume, biography, artist statement) a draft of these materials is due on Wednesday, 

February 22th. You will organize these materials into a website. The due date for your live website is Wednesday, 

May 12th, this will be considered your final portfolio. A helpful starting point for these materials can be found at the 

following links: http://www.collegeart.org/guidelines/resume and http://ceramicsfieldguide.org/, 

http://ceramicsfieldguide.org/chapter-7/websites/ 

ART DEPARTMENT STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLO) 

•Students will acquire competent knowledge and skills in various art media, concepts and methodologies. 

•Students will produce a competent body of individual and collaborative work suitable for a liberal arts degree, for the 

local, national and global marketplace. 

•Students will solve visual problems at a competent level, including understanding/application of the elements of art and 

principles of design. 

•Students will utilize and apply critical thinking skills to communicate ideas for their intended audience at a competent 

level in visual, oral, and written formats. 

•Students will acquire historical and contemporary knowledge of diverse cultural and aesthetic contexts, including 

political, visual and material culture. 

Covid-19 safety protocols 

CSUN is permitted by LACDPH to hold on-campus classes on the condition that everyone adheres to the following 

protocols:   

 •Complete a health self-screening survey through the CSUN app before coming to campus and follow  

 corresponding instructions. 

 •Monitor your health.  Take your temperature once a day.   If you have a fever of 100.4 or other symptoms of 

 COVID, or are just feeling ill, call your doctor or the Klotz Student Health Center at 818-677-3666. 

 •Please do not come to campus if you feel sick. 

When on campus, please adhere to the following: 

 •Maintain at least six (6) feet distance from others 

 •Wear a face covering  

 •Wash hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds  

 •Avoid touching eyes, nose, and face 

 •Follow university signage on walkway paths and distancing markers for lines  

 •For more information, visit the CSUN as One webpage at csun.edu/csunasone. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES AND REQUIREMENTS: The following responsibilities generally apply to the use of the on-

campus ceramics lab but should also be adhered to in your remote work space. 

 •If you expect to succeed, dedication is essential. Besides class time, you are expected to continue working on 

  your projects on your own. 

 •In the event that studio access is granted during the semester you are expected to clean up after yourself and 
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follow the Covid-19 protocols. The studio gets messy very quickly and can potentially become a health hazard; we take 

this extremely seriously in our shared lab. Leave your work area cleaner than when you found it—this is especially 

important in your home work space. 

 •Come to class prepared. You will be required to take images of all research materials, sketchbooks, works in 

  progress to enable discussions through Zoom screen share.  

 •Only those students enrolled in the class are allowed to attend, do not bring pets, friends, relatives or children 

  to class with you to the on-campus studio. 

 •The student conduct code and standards of ethical behavior should be followed in accordance with this course. 

 Students are expected to comply with established class standards as well as the Student Conduct Code. Students 

 who display disruptive, threatening or abusive behavior in class are subject to student discipline. Faculty may 

 eject a student from a single class session when necessary to end seriously disruptive or threatening behavior. 

 Such actions will be reported to the appropriate campus officials. These procedures are promulgated pursuant to 

 the authority granted to the CSU Trustees in Section 66017 of the California Education Code and contained in 

 Sections 41301, 41302, and 41303 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations. 

 http://www.csun.edu/catalog/policies/student-conduct-code/ 
 •ALL your work and personal belongings must be removed from the studio by the end of the semester. Work or 

  belongings that are left behind will be discarded. 

ATTENDANCE 

•Attendance is mandatory. We will meet every Monday and Wednesday via the Zoom link provided. Poor attendance 

will affect your grade. The community aspect and dialogue in your class is essential to your growth. BE ON TIME. Class 

begins at 11am –if you arrive late or leave early that will count as “one half” an absence. After two unexcused absences, 

 your grade will be lowered 1/2 letter grade for each absence thereafter.  

•If you have to miss class make sure you contact me ahead of time and let me know why your absence should be 

 excused. *Major religious holidays will be recognized as excused absences. 

•Visiting Artist workshops/presentations. You are required to become familiar with any scheduled visiting artist this 

 semester and attend their public lecture TBA. 

GRADING 

Grades will be based upon SUCCESSFUL completion of projects as specified by your approved proposal. This grade 

will be based on the formulation of ideas as well as command of the material (30%), completion of the tasks listed in this 

syllabus (40%), feedback from other students in your class (30%). It is vital that you learn to articulate your ideas and be 

able to accept criticism from the class. The ability to comment on work that is not your own is also a must. Make the 

extra effort to make your thoughts HEARD; it is a part of your grade. 

  A=95-100%  Superior work   

  A-=90-95%   

  B=85-89%  Great work   

  B-=80-84%  

  C=75-79%  Average work   

  C-=70-74%  

  D=65-69%  Below average work 

  D-=60-64% 

  F=below 59%  Failure to grasp concepts, complete assignments, poor attendance,  

     disruptive to the learning process, etc. 

DUE DATES 

Individual critiques will be held at least once a month, see course outline for specific dates. The tasks listed on this sheet 

also have due dates, please refer to the course outline and submit materials as appropriate. Critiques and deadlines must 

be approached as a real-world situation; there is no “make up” time. If you must miss a critique you must let me know 

ahead of time. 

MATERIALS 

•There are many ceramics texts that are useful for general/technical information as well as those that are more 

theoretical. You must acquire at least one of the general/technical texts for this course AND subscribe to at least one 

periodical. Also consider acquiring one theory-based text from the attached list of resources. 

•Each student is allotted 100lbs of clay (four 25lb bags). We will discuss pickup/drop-off procedures until access to the 

lab is confirmed. You must write your name, the clay body and firing temp on each bag of clay. 
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PROJECTS 

You will submit a proposal as to the body of work you plan to focus on this semester and is subject to approval. 

Proposals must differ in some way from past submissions and must include the exploration of something new and 

uncharted in your experience with clay. Your proposal should discuss your ideas about your work and the goals you hope 

to achieve this semester. In your proposal you should state your intentions beyond school i.e. working artist, educator, 

grad school.  

This semester you will be held strictly to your approved proposals as well as accomplishing the following: 

 

•Participate in Virtual Dialogue. You must join the CSUN Ceramics Discussion group 

 (https://www.facebook.com/groups/248338598536681/). You are required to “surf the web” and identify artists, 

 topics, blogs, events that you think are interesting and would like to share with the group for discussion. The 

 other members of the group will be  graduate students and/or former CSUN graduates. You are required to post 

 at least one “interesting find” every two weeks to total at least 7 posts for the semester. 

•Completion of a professional digital portfolio by constructing a functioning website. I will be considering your website 

 your final portfolio. You are required to identify the means to create a working website. You must do some 

 research if this is out of your wheelhouse—there are many how to videos on the internet that will cater to your 

 specific needs. You will consult with the attached resource page and focus on that initiative for the semester. 

 You must identify which server/domain/template you will use and we will have an individual discussion/review 

 of your website on Wednesday, February 17th with the live link sent to me for your final grade by May 12th. 

•A History of the World in 100 Objects. Prompt. 

•Taking successful slides/digital images. You are required to take professional images of your work.  

•Complete at least one new glaze testing project, and acquire one additional glaze application that has not  been 

formally in your palette, this can include image transfers, decals, screen printing, underglaze and overglaze  applications, 

or lusters etc. Please state this intention in your semester proposal.  

•Attend at least 3 virtual meetings that are of interest to you that are NOT connected to CSUN. An essay documenting 

 this experience may be assigned and due by Wednesday, April 26nd or sooner. (Consult resource list) 

•Submission to at least one off-campus juried show, make a copy of your application and turn it in by May 12th. 

 
•Each of these tasks are considered assignments and should be accomplished while you create a body of work. We will meet 

individually or in critique at least twice a month and the progress of your work should be obvious. These meetings along 

with critiques and the accomplishment of the list of tasks will factor into your final grade for the semester. 
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California State University Northridge • ART 467: Ceramics IV: Advanced Ceramics • Outline • 

SPRING 2021 

XXXdenotes pick up/drop off by sign up 

JANUARY 

 W25 Introduction and Orientation  
  Best practices for working remotely/space and tool orientation/plaster damproom (remain on Zoom) 

 M27  email semester proposals to cox.patsy@gmail.com 

    

FEBRUARY 

 M1 Schedule individual meetings to discuss proposals—Have calendar available 

 W3   

 M8   

 W10 Schedule individual meetings 
 M15  

 W17 Individual WEBSITE/Social Media REVIEW 12:00PM 

 M22 Draft materials due to cox.patsy@gmail.com 

 W24  

MARCH 

 M1 Group Critique—prepared image presentation 

 W3  

M8   

 W10 Individual discussion RT work in progress 

 M15 SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS (NCECA VIRTUAL CONFERENCE) 

 W17 SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS (NCECA VIRTUAL CONFERENCE) 

 M22  

 W24 Conference report 

M29 Group Critique—prepared image presentation  

W31 Cesar Chavez Holiday—NO CLASS 

APRIL 

 M5  

 W7 Schedule Website Review—Individual Session 

 M12  

 W14   

M19  

W21  

M26 DUE DATE: Written review of virtual exhibition/presentation  

 DUE DATE: Copy of Show Submission 

 W28  Group Critique—prepared image presentation 

MAY 

M3  

W5 END OF WETWORK 

M10  Take Images 

   

W12 DUE DATE: Final Portfolio: Website updates. Links sent to  cox.patsy@gmail.com 

 Final Group Critique—prepared image presentation 

W19 FINALS: 10:15-12:15 

 •This is a tentative schedule and is subject to change. 
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