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With careful planning  and  preparation, and  while  maintaining  health and  safety  

protocols  for  the university  community  (e.g.  vaccinations,  masks,  testing,  and  

social distancing), CSUN’s students, staff, and faculty will be repopulating campus  
in Spring  2022.   After  nearly  two  years  of almost  exclusive  remote/online 

instruction, in the spring  semester  the university  will offer  about  80% of all courses 

on campus  in person. The remaining  classes will  be offered online.  In Urban 

Studies  and  Planning,  we  are  looking  forward  to the return  to on campus  

instruction and  getting  to interact  with our  students  in “real-time”.   While  some 

courses are amenable  to online/remote instruction, many  classes are not,  

especially  those which require field work,  group  projects,  community  engagement,  

and  high-end computers  and  software available  in on-campus  labs.  The department  is  ready to 

welcome students  back  and  help  them  safely  transition back  to in person instruction.     

Dr. Paloma Giottonini has previously taught in the department as a part-time 

lecturer  and  was  hired  as  a full-time Assistant  Professor  in summer  of 2021.  

She  graduated from  the University  of California Los  Angeles in 2018,  with a 

Ph.D.  in Urban Planning.  Prior  to joining CSUN,  she worked  as  a postdoctoral 

researcher  at  UCLA  Institute of the Environment and  Sustainability  and  as  a 

postdoctoral fellow  at  the Luskin Latin American Cities  Initiative. Dr.  Paloma 

Giottonini is  an architect  and  urban planner.  Her  research interests  are on 

energy  efficiency  policy  and  housing  equity  under  the lens  of urban 

sustainability.  She  specializes  in policy  and  program  evaluation and  is  

currently  examining  the practice of urban planning  in Mexican cities.  In her  free  time, she likes to 

explore the city  of LA  or  go sandboarding  with her  son on  the dunes  of the California coast.     

We are excited to announce that  Afriat  Consulting  Group  (AGC)  appointed alumna,  Diana Yedoyan 

(‘15)  as  vice president.  Diana received her  B.A.  in Urban Studies  and  Planning  in 2013  and  a M.P.A.  
with an emphasis  in Urban Studies  in 2015.  Before this  position she spent over  five years  at  Los  

Angeles City  Hall, working  with the councilmembers  in downtown on legislative, land  use, and  policy  

issues.  Subsequently,  Diana joined  the Hollywood Chamber  of Commerce as  the vice president  for  

public policy  and  economic  development.  To read more about  the Afriat  Consulting  Group  and  

Diana’s  role visit  the ACG website.  Congratulations  Diana!   

Genesis  Lozano joined the department in August  2021  as  the administrative support  

assistant. She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture  and Environmental 

Education from  the University  of California Davis  in 2018.  She  is  currently  pursuing  

her  Master’s  degree  in Higher  Education Leadership from  CSUN.  Her  professional 

background  includes  working in student affairs,  the non-profit  sector,  and  working  

on the education team  at  Disney’s  Animal Kingdom.  In her  free-time, she enjoys  

taking  her  pugs  on hikes,  traveling,  and  barbecuing  with her  family.  Be  sure to stop  

by  the department office in Sierra Hall 220  to say  hello!   

http://afriat.com/team/


  

Our  students  continue to excel  inside and  outside of the classroom.  Rebecca 

Swint,  a senior  in our  department,  is  an example.  The California Planning  

Foundation awarded her  the Stanley  R.  Hoffman Memorial Scholarship.  This  

scholarship is  sponsored in honor  of Stan Hoffman who was  an original 

member  of the California Planning  Roundtable  (CPR),  past  CPF President,  past  

Planner  Emeritus  Network  (PEN)  President,  and  active member  of the Chapter.

The California Planning  Foundation (CPF)  supports  outstanding  planning  

students  across  the state of California who are entering  their  final year  of an 

eligible undergraduate  or graduate degree  program. If you want to read more  

about  Rebecca’s  award  or  learn more about  the California Planning  
Foundation, please visit  their  website.  Congratulations  Rebecca,  we  wish you 

good luck  as  you finish your  senior  year  at  CSUN.   

 

Dr. Craig Olwert presented “Community resiliency plan priorities for four San Fernando Valley neighborhoods: Similar  hazards  

and  different socioeconomic  status  and  environmental (in)  justice issues”  (co-authored  with Dr.  Toker)  at  the Association of 

Collegiate Schools  of Planning meeting  in October  2021.  

 

Dr. Ward Thomas recently  published “Early adopters, firm  survival, and environmental policy: dry cleaners in the South Coast  
Basin of California”  in the Journal of Environmental Planning  and  Management.  Vol.  64  (4),  635-648.  (2021).  (Paul Ong,  co-

author)   

          

The Village at  Sherman Oaks  Business  Improvement  District  (VSOBID)  is  one of the 

Urban Studies  and  Planning  Department’s  distinguished community  partners.  The Village 

ranks  as  one  of the valley’s  most  recognized destinations  for  shopping,  dining,  and  
spending  quality  time with family.  The eclectic  collection of trendy  shops  offers  a main 

street  shopping  experience with a relaxed,  fun atmosphere. VSOBID  has  been pivotal in 

helping our students secure  planning internship  opportunities during the pandemic. 

Interns  have had  the opportunity  to work  with board  members,  assist  with several 

community  projects,  and  build a social media following for  the Village. Interns  also served 

as  the liaison for  a diverse group  of commercial property  and  business  owners  that  call the Village their  home. The 

Department is  most  appreciative of VSOBID’s  support  of our  students  and  their  career  aspirations.   

One of our  students,  Juan Lopez,  was  nominated to attend  the California 

Transportation Foundation (CTF)  Education Symposium  in Sacramento,  CA  in 

November.  This  symposium  is  a gathering  of California’s  top  university  students  
and  high level  transportation  executives.  The symposium  lasts  for  two  days  and  

consists  of hands-on workshops  for  students  and  professionals  alike. Students  are

paired with mentors for one-on-one coaching and have the opportunity to network  

with other  professionals  in the industry.   

 

Additionally,  student teams  are formed to compete in a real-world RFP  scenario 

while  professionals  role play  stakeholders  and  decision-makers.  We are thrilled  

that  Juan had  the opportunity  to attend and  learn more about  the field of 

transportation planning.  To learn more about  the California Transportation 

Foundation please visit  their  website.   

 

https://californiaplanningfoundation.org/2021-2022-scholarship-recipients/
https://www.the-ctf.org/


      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

In partnership with  Apple and  California  

Governor,  the California  State University 

(CSU)  system  announced  the  establishme

of a  Global Hispanic  Serving  Institution (H

Equity Innovation Hub  on  the  CSUN  campu

This  hub  will work  to transform  HIS’s   
throughout the CSU and the nation in orde

to increase student  success  and  equip 

Latinx and  other  historically underserved  

students  with  skills  for  high- demand  

careers  in STEM.  

 

The hub  is  the result  of a  public/private 

partnership and  the building  was  made 

possible through  a  $25  million allocation i

the 2021-22  California state budget  and  a

donation from  Apple.  In addition to the 

significant  financial support  Apple  is  

providing  for  the Global HSI Equity Hub  

programming, it also will provide innovativ

Apple  technology, design support,  and  

partnership as  the project  expands.  This  

bold  vision was  made a  reality by our  state

leaders,  Governor  Newsome,  Senator  

Padilla,  Congressman Cardenas,  and  

Assemblywomen Rivas.   

 

The CSUN  campus  is  the ideal place for  thi

hub  because annually  it  has  been among 

the nation’s  leader  in awarding  degrees  to 

Latinx students  and  more than 21,000  of 

the campus’s  approximately  39,000  
students enrolled in fall 2021 identified as

Latinx.  CSU Northridge is  a  key  economic  

and  intellectual driver  of the San Fernando

Valley,  and  this  new  hub  gives  the campus

an opportunity not  just  to serve California  

but  also serve as  a  worldwide destination 

for  equity driven learning.  To read  the full 

article on  this  groundbreaking  project,  

please visit  CSUN  Today's  website.   

nt 

SI) 

s. 

r 

n 

 

e 

’s 

s 

 

 

 

A  handful of URBS  students  and  

professor  Dr.  Craig Olwert  attended 

CicLAvia’s  Heart  of LA  event  in 

downtown LA  on October  13th,  

2021.  CicLAvia is  a “non-profit  that  

catalyzes  vibrant  public spaces,  

active transportation, and  good 

health through car-free streets.”  
They  engage with people  to 

transform their relationship with 

their  community  and  with each 

other.  Inspired by  Bogota’s  weekly  
ciclovia,  CicLAvia temporarily  closes 

streets  to car  traffic  and  opens  them  

to Angeleno’s  to use as  a public 

park.  This  event is  free  for  all  and  

creates a safe space to bike, walk,  

skate, roll, and  dance through LA  County. 

Our  URBS crew  took  to the streets  and  made their  way  to the downtown LA  to 

participate in a variety  of 

activities  that  CicLAvia offered.  

At the event there were a variety  

of businesses giving away  free  

helmets,  gift  bags,  and  treats.  

They  also had  REI  tech  tents  

where bikes could get  free  

adjustments.  The next CicLAvia 

event will be held on Sunday,  

December  5th at  9  am  in South 

LA.  If you would like to learn 

more about  this  event and  

organization,  please check  out  

their  website.   

Thank  You to Our  Generous  Donors  to the “Alumni Scholarship Endowment” 

Janet A. Bryant  

Jose Castro  

Claudia F. Culling  

Joyce M.  Edelson  

Samuel  J. Gutierrez  

Monica M.  Haboush  

Joseph  P.  Heredia  

Eric Herzog  

David  A. Hyman  

Kenneth L. Koslow  

Yvette Lopez-Ledesma  

Vidal  F. Marquez  

Vahe Parsekhian  

Jose R.  Quintanilla  

Steven  P.  Shamblin  

Catherine M.  Shuman  

Richard  A. Simon  

Patty  B.  Steur  

Peter A. Thomas  

Sonja A. Tristan  

Mecca  A. Umazar  

Anna M. Vidal  

Liza  J. Wright  

We are tremendously  thankful for  the generous  support  form  department 

lumni.  Many  alumni have donated to support  the “Alumni Scholarship  Endow-

ment” campaign.   These donations  have been especially  impactful because 

they  will  be matched dollar  for  dollar  by  an anonymous  alumni donor.     

a

https://csunshinetoday.csun.edu/university-news/csun-ranked-2nd-in-nation-in-awarding-bachelors-degrees-to-hispanic-students/
https://csunshinetoday.csun.edu/university-news/csun-ranked-2nd-in-nation-in-awarding-bachelors-degrees-to-hispanic-students/
https://csunshinetoday.csun.edu/university-news/csun-ranked-2nd-in-nation-in-awarding-bachelors-degrees-to-hispanic-students/
https://csunshinetoday.csun.edu/education/csu-to-launch-global-hispanic-serving-institution-equity-innovation-hub/
https://www.ciclavia.org/heart_of_la21#activities_along_the_route_heart_of_la21
https://www.ciclavia.org/heart_of_la21#activities_along_the_route_heart_of_la21


    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 




