
ART 307 | CORE ART STUDIO
SPRING 2021

Instructor: David Hendrickson
Zoom ID: https://csun.zoom.us/j/6375362821
Website: canvas.csun.edu

Course Hours: Tuesdays & Thursday 11:00am-1:45pm
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 1:45-2:15pm
Email: david.hendrickson.10@my.csun.edu

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

This course is an introduction to upper division art department concentrations, goals, and

expectations. The focus is on studio exploration of technology in art and its relationship to

contemporary art practice and theory. 6 hours lab.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class is a discussion-based seminar that will expose you to various ways of thinking 

and talking about art, careers, and what it means to study in an art program. This course 

should be useful whether you are studying studio art (e.g. Painting, Sculpture), applied art 

(e.g. Animation, Illustration, Graphic Design, etc.), art education or art history. Each class 

typically has students from a variety of concentrations including students just beginning 

their upper division studies as well as graduating seniors.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Develop an assessment portfolio. Articulate interests, strengths and weaknesses and know 

how to tailor upper division class choices accordingly. Acquire knowledge of paths of 

study, instructional approaches, expectations, advisement options and career possibilities 

for various Art Department concentrations. Demonstrate understanding of the nature of 

art discourses. 

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Acquire a basic knowledge, theories, and concepts about art; develop a foundation of art 

skills and a high level of craft; communicate ideas and concepts through writing, speaking 

and art making; acquire competency with the tools and technologies associated with the 

visual arts. Develop an understanding of the theoretical, cultural, and historical contexts 

of art. Apply processes of generating and solving problems in art; analyze, interpret and 

question traditional methodologies and preconceived notions of art and art making.

https://csun.zoom.us/j/6375362821
http://canvas.csun.edu
mailto:mailto:david.hendrickson%40csun.edu?subject=


Develop an appreciation and tolerance of diverse perspectives dealing with art, culture 

teaching and learning. Develop a career path for an art profession or an art-related field; 

develop an understanding of the demands and expectations of that area of art profession 

or art field

WHAT THIS CLASS IS LIKE

Before class: read assigned PDF article and respond online

First half of class: discuss article and responses

Second half of class: continue discussion or do in-class project

APPROACH

For most classes you’ll have several days to read a PDF document and respond to the 

study questions/prompt in an online forum. Usually, you will need to submit your respons-

es by Saturday 11:59 pm the weekend before class (you may submit earlier if you like). 

This gives me time to carefully review everyone’s submissions before class. In class, we’ll 

discuss the reading(s) and your responses. Note that some of the readings have links to 

videos and other related materials. Note that missing class on certain days (e.g. faculty 

presentations) will result in a significant grade deduction.

REQUIRED TEXTS & SUPPLIES (THINGS TO DO RIGHT NOW)

1. Towards the middle of the semester, we will be discussing How to Find Fulfilling Work 
by Roman Krznaric, 2013. You may wish to begin reading it now. Don’t wait until the last 

minute. Past students have liked this book and found it a quick, interesting, and useful 

read. If you have a LA Public Library card, the audiobook and harcopy are available to 

borrow on the Libby app. You can also purchase a hardcopy on Amazon, as a digital text, 

or on Audible as an audiobook.

2. We will be discussing two films in depth: Twister (1996) and The Hunger Games
(2012). They are available for streaming, free from many public libraries and inexpensively 

on Amazon and Itunes. 

3. Our course text is called Flying Paint Means Freedom, it is a FREE downloadable PDF 

text. I will provide chapters on Canvas for you to read. 

4. You must be able to access the internet (e.g. Canvas) to complete assignments. You can  

get a FREE loaner computer, hotspot, webcam, etc. from CSUN. Smartphones can also 

run Zoom and Canvas apps.

https://www.amazon.com/Find-Fulfilling-Work-School-Life/dp/1250030692
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/
https://www.audible.com/pd/How-to-Find-Fulfilling-Work-Audiobook/B00BPVANCI?source_code=GPAGBSH0508140001&ipRedirectOverride=true&ds_rl=1257028&ds_rl=1260658&ds_rl=1258208&gclid=Cj0KCQiA0fr_BRDaARIsAABw4EtJXNgoOcDKqObb2KrqnNB0v43reG7QcaUD9s_t640fVdDR2Kk0oGQaAsePEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS915US915&sxsrf=ALeKk01ndWuj-2Bjw62P5ZMHWs9fa9fpsw%3A1610562183444&ei=hzr_X5bQGoH5-gSw7q7YDg&q=twister+1996+streaming&oq=twister+1996+streaming&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIHCCMQyQMQJzoECAAQRzoECCMQJzoFCAAQkQI6BAguEEM6DQgAELEDEIMBEMkDEEM6BwguELEDEEM6BAgAEEM6CgguELEDEMkDEEM6CggAELEDEIMBEEM6CAgAELEDEIMBOgoIABCxAxAUEIcCOgUIABCxAzoFCC4QsQM6AggAOggIABDJAxCRAjoICC4QsQMQkQI6BQguEMkDOgIILjoFCAAQyQM6BggAEBYQHlDR6wVY8IgGYKSKBmgAcAJ4AYABtgGIAZ4RkgEEMTcuNZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrIAQjAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwjWr9TWw5nuAhWBvJ4KHTC3C-sQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?q=stream+hunger+games+2012&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS915US915&oq=stream+hunger+games+2012&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i22i30i457.5587j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.csun.edu/it/device-loaner-program#:~:text=Device%20Loaner%20Program,may%20continue%20their%20education%20uninterrupted.


TOPICS AND ACTIVITIES (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

Week 1. Intro to course

Week 2. FPMF 1: Applied art vs. studio art (10 pts)
Students often think that the main difference between commercial art and studio art (fine 

art) is that in commercial art, you get paid to do art while in studio art, you do whatever 

you want. Actually, while these fields overlap, they represent very different assumptions 

about the way that art works.

Week 3. FPMF 2: Dear Julia (10 pts)
An insider’s view of what it means to study and practice art. Covers common misconcep-

tions about “hard work,” the 10,000 hour rule, critique, etc.

Week 4. FPMF 3: The disappearing century (10 pts)
We discuss the waning influences of Freudian psychology, geometric abstraction/ modern

architecture, and the idea of the frontier. Learn why certain approaches to art are consid-

ered dated.

Week 5. FPMF 4: Beyond self: making art that connects (10 pts)
The stereotypical view of art is that it is all about the artist’s ideas and skills. In this chapter, 

we discuss how good artists go beyond self to tap into the often unvoiced assumptions of 

our culture-at-large.

Week 6. PROJECT (20pts)
Art project— shows understanding of the previous weeks’ topics.

Week 7. FPMF 5: Dreaming (10 pts)
What’s the difference between the American Dream and Disney dreaming? What’s the 

difference between following your dreams and following your passion? Why do bankers 

avoid lending money to people passionate about their business? Discussion of fundamen-

tal approaches to career development.

Week 8. How to Find Fulfilling Work, Ch. 1-3 (10 pts)
Discussion of book.

Week 9. How to Find Fulfilling Work, Ch. 4-6 (10 pts)
Discussion of book continued.



Week 10. FPMF 6: From therapy to artistic authority (10 pts)
Discuss the relationship of art to therapeutic concerns. Talks about what it means to make 

powerful art.

Week 11. FPMF 7: Accessing a culture of power (10 pts)
If you want to get paid for your work or show your work at galleries and museums, it’s 

important to understand the logic of institutions. Learn what it means to gain access to 

powerful institutions.

Week 12. INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES (10 pts)

Week 13. INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES (10 pts)

Week 14. INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES (10 pts)

Week 15. Final presentation (20 pts)

GRADING

You can get an A in this class if you do a good job on the projects, don’t miss class, and 

turn everything in on time. To get full credit for a class session, you must answer the forum 

questions on Canvas on time (Sat. 11:59 pm the weekend before class) and show up in 

class and be prepared to discuss/present as specified. 

An overall citizenship/participation/timeliness grade will be multiplied with your final point 

total. Possible grades = (.5, .6, .7, .8, .9, 1.0). This means that if you get 200 points and a 

citizen/participation/timeliness grade of .7, your final score will be 140. I expect that most 

people will get full credit (1.0) for this grade. 

Note that participation is not a “how much you talk” grade. It means that you’re prepared 

for the day’s discussion/presentation/report, show up on time, treat fellow students with 

respect, and take your responsibility as a class contributor seriously.

170 points possible + 30 free points = 200 points total

180+ = A

160+ = B

140+ = C

120+ = D 119

and below = F



NOTES ON GRADES

Unlike a lot of high school classes, this is not a class where you can constantly check your 

overall grade online. Any grading points you see will not be an accurate representation of 

your grade to date (I will proved a midterm grade). Do not email work to me unless I ask 

you to do so. Submit work in the proper module please. If you’re late with a submission, 

the module will be closed and you won’t be able to submit it. Use you work to participate 

in the class discussion.

GRADING QUESTIONS

Q. What if I do the pre-class web submission but miss the class?

A. The highest you can get is a 4.9 for that class session.

Q. What if I attend the class but don’t do the pre-class web submission?

A. The highest you can get is a 5 for that class session.

Q. What if I do neither?

A. You will get a 0 for that class session.

Q. What is your late work policy?

A. Late work is not accepted because the whole point is to have something to discuss/ 

present in class. You are an essential part of the course content.

ATTENDANCE & GRADING

Please note the following concerning final grades—

If you miss three classes you will earn no higher than a C.

If you miss four classes you will earn no higher than a D.

If you miss five classes you will earn an F.

EMAIL & CANVAS MESSAGES

CSUN considers your CSUN email account to be the official means of contacting you. This 

means that if the University or I send something to this address, we will assume that you 

received the information and you are consequently responsible for it. If you regularly use 

another account, please set your CSUN mail to forward to your preferred email account. 

This also applies to the messaging system within Canvas.


