
 

Graduate Studies Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 8, 2022 

Status of Minutes: Approved 3/8/22 

Attendees 

Members Present:  J. Aguayo, J. Gainsburg, M. Galvan, M. Gianni, C. Greathouse, D. Jarvis, 

A. Lipscomb, S. Maalouf, K. Mkrtchyan, K. Requena, D. Spratt, C. 

terHorst 

Members Absent: G. Bhavsar 

Staff:   L. Kiapos, A. Levin, G. Rocklin 

Guests:  K. Baxter, G. Chavira, K. Dabbour, Y. Ding, D. Gray, J. Gandhi, C. Hayashi, 

X. Jia, C. Khachikian, S. Khadka, A. Kim, P. Lazarony, D. Tamalis, M. 

Walker, B. Wu 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:03 pm. 

II. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from December 14, 2021 were MSP approved. 

III. Announcements 

A. Levin reported that the Graduate Withdrawals Policy was presented for a second 

reading at the Senate Executive Committee (SEC) meeting. She stated that the SEC 

had no changes to the policy. The policy recommendation will be presented for a 

second reading at the next Faculty Senate meeting. Levin also reported that 295 (131 

undergraduate, 164 graduate) students applied to participate in the CSUNposium. 

She announced several graduate student funding opportunities and shared the 

website links. Lastly, Levin announced that the application deadline for the 

Departmental Funding Opportunity (Mini-Grant) Program is March 7, 2022. 

IV. Curriculum Assignments and Schedule 

The committee received curriculum from seven colleges. Consistent with GSC 

practices, two members were assigned to lead the review and discussion of 

curriculum from each of the colleges. Additionally, the month/meeting of each review 



was determined. Following is a listing of the colleges, GSC representatives, and 

month of review. 

College of Science and Mathematics – Melisa Galvan and Danielle Jarvis – March 

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences – Entire Committee – March 

Michael D. Eisner College of Education – Sami Maalouf and Casey terHorst – March 

College of Engineering and Computer Science – Candice Greathouse and Danielle 

Spratt – April 

College of Health and Human Development – Joannie Aguayo and Katya Mkrtchyan – 

April 

College of Humanities – Julie Gainsburg and Kiana Requena – April 

Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication – Monica Gianni and Allen 

Lipscomb – April 

G. Rocklin reviewed the Spring 2022 Curriculum Review Deadlines document. The 

GSC reviewers have three weeks to send feedback to the associate deans. The 

associate deans have one week before the GSC meeting to revise the proposals in 

OnBase. 

V. Discussion Items 

Y. Ding and J. Gandhi discussed and reviewed the Extended Learning Committee’s 

proposal to modify the CSUN Policy on Certificates. The proposal is requesting the 

creation of an additional type of non-credit certificate to be added to the policy that 

would be comprised of a minimum of 18 contact hours of instruction. Ding explained 

that the current policy governing the non-credit certificate requires a minimum of 100 

contact hours of instruction and limits the ability to offer shorter and more focused 

non-credit certificate programs. C. terHorst recommended modifying the current non-

credit certificate from a minimum of 100 contact hours to 18 contact hours rather than 

creating a new type of non-credit certificate. L. Kiapos suggested separating the 

credit certificates from the non-credit certificates so that there are two separate 

policies. After some discussion, the committee agreed that non-credit certificates 

could be a minimum of 18 contact hours and separate the credit certificates from the 

non-credit certificates into two policies. The committee will review the revised policy 

documents at the next meeting. 

Provost Walker provided an overview of the Roadmap to the Future, which is an 

inclusive process based on the themes of President Beck’s listening tour to determine 



campus priorities and frame big ideas. She explained that during the listening tour, “A 

Solid Foundation for Academic Excellence” emerged as a central theme and 

introduced the subgroup on Academic Excellence tasked with engaging the campus 

community. She Before the invitations will be sent out to participate in the facilitated 

meetings, Provost Walker and C. Khachikian reviewed the Road Map to the Future 

presentation for the facilitated meetings and asked the committee for feedback about 

the questions the subgroup will be proposing from the survey. Some GSC members 

shared their thoughts and ideas about academic excellence and ways to engage 

participation. Invitations will be sent out to the different opportunities to participate in 

the facilitated discussions about areas in the roadmap. 

A. Levin asked the committee to change the term “probation” to “notice” in the catalog 

and related policies. The request is a wording change only with no other changes to 

the current policies. She shared that the Educational Policies Committee approved 

the wording change for the undergraduate policy and would be helpful to be 

consistent with them. After some discussion, the committee agreed that the term 

“probation” is problematic, but suggested changing “probation” to “academic notice.” 

The committee asked to table the discussion until the next meeting. 

VI. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:33 p.m. 
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