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The Office of Community Engagement supports CSUN’s mission to cultivate civic
responsibility among students, faculty, and staff by facilitating service learning
classes, promoting co-curricular engagement activities, implementing community
based research, and fostering sustainable community partnerships.
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Introducing the Community Engagement
2015-2016 Grant Recipients

T

he 2015-2016 Community Engagement Grant Recipients are representing CSUN in
incredible ways with their unique projects and civic ambitions. Our office takes pride in
supporting their efforts to improve Service Learning opportunities for students and disseminate
subsequent knowledge, research and findings. With this semester’s funding we hope to help sustain the innovative services CSUN students provide our community, and promote instructors’
efforts to expand learning experiences beyond the classroom.

Professor Rick Mitchell’s English 310 course offers students the opportunity to
develop their playwriting skills while working directly with the community. Through
their work with organizations such as Youth Speak Collective and the Los Angeles
Police Department, students will gain experience developing and presenting
community-based plays while giving back to the community.

Dr. Bobbie Eisenstock’s Journalism 371 students work alongside the National
Eating Disorders Association to promote the nation-wide initiative, Proud2Bme On
Campus. Through social media, story-telling video campaigns and action strategies
JOUR 371 students advocate “body positivity” on college campuses.
Featured as our Service Learning Class of the Month

Dr. Taehyun Kim’s Journalism 498 course utilizes historical findings and the untold
stories of community members to form connections among the culturally and linguistically segregated communities of Los Angeles. In partnership with the K.W. Lee
Center for Leadership, JOUR 498 students are given the unique opportunity of documenting the oral history of the 1992 LA Riots through the multiethnic perspectives of
community members.

Dr. Jimmy Gandhi’s Manufacturing Systems Engineering 507 course, allows students
to gain hands-on experience applying lean manufacturing concepts. Students
involved in this project will work with the non-profit organization New Horizons to
help improve their packing process. In doing so, students will help the organization
better serve the special needs population within our community.

Dr. Sabina Magliocco’s Anthropology 490E students collaborate with animal-rights
driven organizations, including SLO-Hart, the Dawg Squad, CSUN Cat People and
the Animal History Museum, to assess contemporary issues in animal-human relationships. The goal of this project is to teach students to apply anthropological
inquiry and develop better solutions for problems faced by animal services.

Dr. Paula DiMarco’s Art 458 students develop graphic design solutions for abuse
prevention organizations including the San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission, the
Council for Child Abuse Prevention, and Strength United. The collaboration between
students design teams and these organizations help to improve the quality of life for
the families within our community and allows students to build their interpersonal
skills and civic responsibility.

Dr. Virginia Vandergon designed the service-learning program Tomorrow‘s Scientists, in
which Biology 102 students create and implement hands-on science projects for middle
school students. Over an eight week period CSUN students, in collaboration with
LAUSD, teach biology concepts to students from Title I middles schools in the San
Fernando Valley. This service learning project allows pre-credential students to practice
creating and delivering lessons while helping to promote interest in the field of science.

Dr. Virginia Kennedy’s Special Education 628MM project gives Clear Credential Candidates the opportunity to develop, implement and evaluate a service-learning project
in a K-12 classroom. The project helps CSUN students "actively learn the pedagogy
of service learning" and " increase the communication and community involvement
skills of their K-12 students in special education."

Professor Wei Cao (pictured
left) and Professor Yi Cai
(pictured bottom left)
This service learning course
allows FCS 472 and FCS 324 to
mentor members of Taft High
School's fashion program.
Students enrolled in FCS 472
provide guidance during the
creation of apparel, while
students enrolled in FCS 324
help club members to better
understand consumer education and financial concepts.
The goal of this project is to
help increase our community’s
financial literacy and allow
CSUN students to gain valuable experience with event
planning, consumer education
and personal financial literacy.

Professors Jorge Leal
(pictured left) and Susan Fitzpatrick
Behrens (pictured bottom left)
Students enrolled in History
497 learn how to use history as
a tool to empower and engage
communities. In collaboration
with the non-profit organization Heart of Los Angeles
(HOLA), CSUN students use
their skills as mentors,
researchers, community interlocutors, and writers to record
the community history of
Westlake MacArthur Park. This
service learning project allows
CSUN students to help educate
youth and reclaim the history of
a community.

For more information on grant opportunities, please call The
Office of Community Engagement at (818) 677-7395 or visit our
homepage at www.csun.edu/communityengagement.

Professors Anubhuti Thakur
(pictured left)
Shirley Warren (pictured
bottom left)
Students enrolled in Family
and Consumer Sciences 494
use their knowledge of interior
design to “design for a cause”.
In partnership with the Jenesse
Center, CSUN students utilize
their creative and professional
skills to redesign the personal
presentations and work space
environments of non-profit
organizations. This service
learning project allows
students to get hands-on experience with interior design and
helps to impact community
organizations and the families
they serve.
Dr. Sharon Klein (pictured left)
and Professor Rosa RiVera
Furumoto (pictured bottom left)
This service learning project
allows LRS 333, LRS 433/F
and CHS 480 students to
develop and implement culturally responsive literacy units.
CSUN students enrolled in
these courses will have the
opportunity to work along side
Parent Pioneers to provide
literacy support for struggling
first grade students and their
families. The goal of this project
is to allow future education
professionals to practice creating and teaching lessons, while
simultaneously fostering
language and reading development in the community.

Service Learning
Class of the Month

Journalism 371 Women, Men & the Media
with Dr. Bobbie Eisenstock

PROMOTING BODY POSITIVITY

In 2013, The National
Eating Disorder Association
(NEDA) released the results of
their Collegiate Survey Project.
This survey revealed that,
despite an increase in eating
disorders – from 10-20 % of
females and 4-10 % of males,
there is a critical lack of
disorder-related resources on
college campuses. According to
data collected by Joint Advocates on Disordered Eating,
CSUN is representative of these
statistics.
In response to these
findings, Journalism professor
Dr. Bobbie Eisenstock developed
a national outreach initiative to
spread body positivity across
college campuses, Proud2Bme
On Campus. In collaboration
with NEDA, Dr. Eisenstock’s
JOUR 371 students create a
model program driven by social
media, personal storytelling, and

action strategies. The program
promotes body confidence,
authentic body standards and
media literacy.

“I really learned that my media
presence matters as a content
creator and that I have the
power as a content consumer
to challenge what the media
puts out! Nothing felt better
than to encourage other students in their body image and
empower them to stand up
against negative media.”
-Michaela Escarcega, Junior
majoring in Theatre Arts
While developing content
for Proud2Bme On Campus,
students are able to reflect on
the role media plays in their own
self-images. In this way, the
program addresses body issues
that are currently affecting

college students.
Santiago Svidler, a Junior
who participated in the
Proud2Bme project, was able to
learn how media portrayals have
affected young men of his generation. “I helped in creating a
project regarding what it means
to be a ‘real man.’ I believe that
the project was very important to
get a better understanding as to
what people thought it meant to
be a ‘real man’ and comparing it
to societies’ norms of masculinity,” said Santiago.
“Be a Man” YouTube video project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgGJYmoIF2Q

Student advocates like
Santiago promote media
literacy in order to strengthen
students‘ understanding of
media’s role in society and
help encourage young adults
to identify the expectations
portrayed as unrealistic.
Each semester, Journalism 371 students produce

online content supporting body
positivity. Students create
written works published on the
Proud2Beme.org blog, storytelling video campaigns that
expose the real-life effects that
media has on students, and
tool kits to help other colleges
spread their own body positivity messages.

Student Feedback

“Service learning emphasizes
‘learning by doing’ – students
apply what they learn beyond
the classroom, collaborating
with a partner, to develop civic
responsibility and empower
themselves in their world.”
-Dr. Bobbie Eisenstock
Media Literacy= Educate+Engage+Power

Dr. Eisenstock’s class is an example of how service learning allows education to
extend beyond the classroom walls. Her project has grown into a national campaign,
and in this way, the lessons taught by Dr. Eisenstock reach far beyond CSUN’s
campus. Jasmin Garcia, a Senior majoring in CTVA Electronic Media Management,
has demonstrated remarkable leadership in the Proud2Bme On Campus campaign. In
the excerpt below, she shares her experiences with the project:
I joined the project
during the Spring 2015
semester when I enrolled in
the Journalism course
Women, Men, and Media. Dr.
Eisenstock’s passion about
the project is inspiring. I
quickly found myself on the
student leadership team
overseeing the project. Working on the project after a
semester ignited my passion
and I continued on as a
student leader even after the
semester was over.
Being a part of a
service-learning project has
taught me so much. Learning
by doing has been an eyeopening experience for me
that has shown me the impact
that you can have when you
use your voice to raise awareness about an issue. I feel
empowered by using my
media literacy skills to analyze
media messages, criticize the
bad and compliment the good,

and advocate for body positivity.
Proud2BmeOn Campus is a
way for us to use our voices to
define body ideals for ourselves, speak out against
unnatural ones that media
attempt to sell us, and shout
out to support authentic and
diverse body shapes and
sizes. Just because a magazine tells you how to dress
your best or how much happier you’ll be with abs
shouldn’t define you.
YOU define who YOU
are! My biggest Proud2Bme
takeaway is that when you are
proactive and reach out to
your community about an
issue that you care about, you
can make a difference. This is
something I love to do, helping
people and making a positive
change in this world, and I
hope to continue on this
journey.

I hope to see many more
campuses across the nation
embark on this campaign. As
more colleges and universities
join, together we can all make
a difference. Embrace who
you are, inspire others and,
most importantly, be
Proud2Bme!

Garcia took this selfie for Proud2Bme’s
“Unflitered,Unedited Challenge

What’s Happening in the Community

FEBRUARY 2016
February 9
CARECEN Youth Leadership Workshop
When: 4pm-6pm
Location: 2845 W 7th St LA, CA 90005
Contact: Rocio Veliz
rveliz@carecen-la.org
213-385-7800 x137
CARECEN’s Youth Leadership Program s an eightmonth training program to develop organizing skills
and a civic conscience in young people. Through
lectures, group activities, and presentations from
community leaders, students are exposed to grassroots, community-led political change and are given
a chance to participate in CARECEN’s own campaigns.
Deadline: February 10
JusticeCorps Priority Application Deadline
JusticeCorps Fellows are college graduates who
commit to provide a minimum of 1,700 hours of litigation service during the academic year. Once the priority
deadline has passed applications will be accepted until
all positions are filled.
http://www.courts.ca.gov/justicecorps-la.htm
February 10
GROOV3 Hip Hop Dance Class
When: 4:00pm to 5:30pm
Location: RedwodHall, Room 292
A Black History Month Event
Join GROOV3 for a high-energy, dance-til-you-drop
Hip Hop dance class with a mission to inspire change
and build communities through the power of dance.
With Benjamin Allen and a live DJ.

February 13
Black Youth Guidance
When: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Location: University Student Union
CSUN's W.E.B DuBois-Fannie Lou Hamer Institute for
Academic Achievement is organizing a free Black
Youth Guidance forum as part of the university's Black
History Month celebration. The event is intended to
provide young people and their mentors - from parents
and teachers to community leaders - with the tools to
help African American youth overcome obstacles in
their path to success.
For more information about the forum or to register, call
(818) 677-7155 or visit the website
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/black-youth-guidanceforum-tickets-20688960237
Deadline: 12 p.m., February 15
Nominations for the Newman Civic
Fellows Award
Unified We Serve is collecting nominations for the
2016 Newman Civic Fellows Award! The Newman
Civic Fellows Award honors college student leaders
who have demonstrated an investment in finding
solutions for challenges facing communities throughout the country.
For the simple nomination process visit:
http://www.csun.edu/…/newman-civic-fellows-awar
d-nominations
February 28
MEND’s 6th Anual Gala of Glitz, Glamour
& Giving
Location: Universal Studios® Hollywood,
The Globe Theatre
When: 4:00 PM - 9:00 PM
MEND invites you to take part with other supporters in
a special viewing of the ABC 7 broadcast of the Academy Awards at the Globe Theatre at Universal Studios
Hollywood. Proceeds from the event benefit MEND,
which at last year’s viewing party raised over $250,000.
http://mendpoverty.org/category/events.

If you would like your community related event or service featured in our next newsletter,
please send the event information to sara.ching@csun.edu.

