DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH AWARDS—FALL 2021
DEADLINES AND ELIGIBILITY
Unless otherwise noted below, all application materials must be submitted by the applicant
to Wendy Ventura (wendy.ventura@csun.edu) via email by 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
November 22nd, 2021. Please attach one copy of each required document to the email.
Application forms for individual awards (where required) are available as links on this form and
on the Department of English website: Student Awards & Prizes.
With the exception of the Phillip E. Love Award, essays and scholarly work submitted for
consideration must have been completed between November 21, 2020 and November 22,
2021. Papers completed at the very end of the Fall 2020 semester will therefore be eligible
for these Fall awards.
Special note to students who are currently receiving financial aid: Please be aware that
award money may affect your financial aid status. We encourage you to consult the
financial aid office to discover how receiving award money might impact your personal
financial aid status.
For awards requiring letters of recommendation from English Department faculty, students
should request these letters as soon as possible. At the bare minimum, students should ask if a
professor will be willing to recommend them a week before the application deadline. Many
professors will need more time than one week. Students should also inform their recommenders
of pertinent academic information about themselves in a brief résumé (i.e. overall GPA; GPA in
English major; membership in university organizations such as clubs, athletic teams, or student
government; full or part-time employment status; other awards or achievements associated with
CSUN). A pdf for the general recommendation form is available here and on the department
webpage: General Recommendation Form.
If you have any questions about these awards, please contact Kate Haake, this year’s chair of the
Amenities and Awards Committee (kate.haake@csun.edu).
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Undergraduate Awards
The Linda Nichols Joseph English Merit Scholarship
In memory of Linda Nichols Joseph, an English major who graduated from CSUN cum
laude in 1981, up to four prizes of $2,000 each will be awarded every year to
undergraduate English majors who have demonstrated excellence in their studies.
Particular consideration will be given to applicants who demonstrate financial need,
who have taken a non-traditional path to college, or who demonstrate engagement in
the discipline and/or commitment to further study in English. However, all applicants
who meet the minimum GPA criterion are encouraged to apply.
Application Requirement: Minimum 3.5 overall GPA
Application Materials: Completed application form; letter discussing the applicant’s
qualifications for the award, including issues such as financial aid, and/or engagement
in the discipline, and/or commitment to further study in English (1-2 pages); résumé or
curriculum vitae; two letters of recommendation; Financial Aid release form (attached
to application form.
SELECT THIS LINK FOR THE APPLICATION FORM
The Oliver W. Evans Writing Prize
To commemorate Oliver W. Evans, his colleagues and friends have established two annual
prizes of $500 to be awarded to the authors of the two best critical or creative pieces of
prose—one for a paper on any topic and one for a paper on American literature—submitted
in an upper-division English course during the academic year. Faculty may nominate
students for this award by submitting their papers to the English Department office, and
students may nominate themselves by similarly submitting their papers. All papers should
indicate which of the two award designations they are targeting: “General Topics” or
“American literature.” The awards will be made by a committee appointed annually by the
Department of English.
Application Materials: One hard copy of the student’s paper
The Eva Latif Writing Prize in Children's Literature
To commemorate Eva Latif, her colleagues and friends offer an annual prize of $500 to the
author of the best piece of writing, critical or creative, by a student on the subject of
children's literature. Faculty may nominate students for this award by submitting their
papers to the English Department office, and students may nominate themselves by
similarly submitting their papers. The award will be made by a committee appointed
annually by the Department of English.
Application Materials: One hard copy of the student’s paper
The Philip E. Love English 205 Scholarship
A prize of $500 will be given each year to the student whose achievements in the study of
Business Communication are considered by the faculty as the most distinguished. This
award honors the work and business contributions of Philip E. Love, a local entrepreneur
whose success in the professional world occurred before he could finish his bachelor’s degree,
and kept him from returning to complete it. This award, thus, was conceived both to
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encourage and recognize continuing academic achievement for students who are also
committed to the professional business world. The Philip E. Love award is funded by his
family.
Application Requirements: Applicant must be a CSUN student enrolled in at least 6 units in
the semester in which the award is bestowed, minimum 3.0 GPA.
Application Materials: Completed Philip E. Love Scholarship application form (available on
the department website), faculty recommendation form completed by the applicant’s
English 205 professor, business writing sample completed between January 20, 2021 and
November 22, 2021 (2- page maximum), personal statement describing applicant’s
understanding and commitment to strong business communication skills (1-page
maximum).
SELECT THIS LINK FOR THE APPLICATION FORM

Undergraduate/Graduate Award
The Peterson Morley Award
An award of $1,000 will be bestowed annually upon a student currently enrolled as an
English major at CSUN in either the undergraduate or graduate program, who plans to enter
the teaching profession at any level. Applications from students who demonstrate financial
need to complete their studies will be given particular attention. This award is given in honor
of Annamarie Peterson Morley, a professor at CSUN from 1965 to 1980, who taught with
warmth, grace, humor, and wisdom. She was an elegant and humane woman, a model for
teachers and students.
Application Requirements:
For any Undergraduate Student: Registered as an English major, minimum 3.0 overall GPA,
registered for at least 12 units in the subsequent semester.
For Graduate Students: Registered in the English graduate program, minimum 3.25 GPA,
registered for at least 6 units in the subsequent semester.
Application Materials: Completed application form, personal vignette of a classroom
experience that has motivated the applicant’s desire to teach (3-page max.), unofficial
transcript, two letters of recommendation, Financial Aid release form (attached to application
form).
SELECT THIS LINK FOR THE APPLICATION FORM

Graduate Award
The Thomas Matthew Magness Graduate Memorial Fund
In memory of Thomas Matthew Magness, former English graduate student, this award will
provide $1,000 tuition remission for a first-semester graduate student in the English MA
program. Selection will be based on academic merit.
Application Requirement: Minimum 3.6 overall undergraduate GPA.
Application Materials: One letter of recommendation speaking to academic strengths and a
500-word personal statement detailing interests and goals in the English MA program.
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