California State University Northridge, College of Arts, Media and Communication

Instructor:  Holly Boruck

SPRING 2021
Course: 10028 - 148 Color Theory, M/W, 11am – 1:45pm
Office Hours Appointments: holly.boruck@csun.edu 
Catalog Description

ART 148 Color Theory 

Prerequisite: ART 140. Introduction to basic theories of color. Investigations of color harmony and its development as applied to 2-and 3-dimensional visual form. Introductory studies of physiological and psychological aspects of color are investigated. 

Course Description 
This course focuses on the basic visual and aesthetic interactions of color. The course utilizes the major theories of colorists such as Itten, Albers, Goethe, Hofmann, etc. as a primary structure in which to study distinct color properties and functions. The course combines lecture, demonstration, and critique with intensive studio time on color exploration. There will be intensive exercises in color mixing focused on exploring hue, value, intensity, temperature, transparency and color interaction in the first half of the semester. The second half of the semester will consist of more expressive projects that require the student to develop a conceptual model and apply these basic concepts and incorporate additional color concepts such as color harmony and symbolism.
Recommended Texts (You are NOT required to purchase a textbook for this course)

· The Elements of Color by Johannes Itten

· The Interaction of Color by Josef Albers

· Color, a workshop Approach, David Hornung, ISBN 0-07-302305-1

· Color Workbook, Becky Koenig, ISBN13:978-0-205-65639-4

· Color, Paul Zelanski and Mary Pat Fisher, ISBN 978-0-20563-560-3

· Color, The new Munsell Student set, ISBN 978-1-60901-156-7

· Color by Betty Edwards: A Course in Mastering the Art of Mixing Colors - Betty Edwards

· Bright Earth: Art and the Invention of Color - Philip Ball (excellent book!)

· Color: A Natural History of the Palette - Victoria Finlay ( a personal account of explorations of the origins of certain pigments, nice read, philosophical)
· Designing with color- Chris Dorosz and JR Watson, ISBN 978-1-56367-859-2 (pithy and excellent illustrations, good on color and composition)
· Black, the history of a color, Michel Pastoureau, ISBN 978-0-691-13930-2 ( the history of Black as a color in a European context,  interesting, good but difficult read)
· A Perfect Red, Amy Butler Greenfield, ISBN 978-0-06-052276-6 (A history of the red dye made from the blood of the Cochineal Beetle)
· Color: Messages and Meaning, Leatrice Eiseman, ISBN-13 978-0-9714010-6-8

(A color guide for designers by Pantone, very useful)
Art Dept Program Goals Addressed in This Course

*  Basic Skills
Developing a foundation of art knowledge, theories, skills, craftspersonship and technologies, where ideas and concepts are communicated in writing, speaking and art making.
*  Art Knowledge
Broadening knowledge of ancient through contemporary art and to develop an understanding of art within theoretical, cultural, and historical contexts.
*  Critical Thinking 
Analyzing, interpreting, and questioning traditional methodologies and pre-conceived notions of art and art making through the process of generating and solving problems.

*  Interdisciplinary Connections
Exploring and engaging in interdisciplinary forms of art making.

*  Global Perspectives
Promoting an appreciation and tolerance of diverse perspectives dealing with art, culture, teaching and learning.

*  Collaboration
Encouraging both individual and collaborative art experiences among students, faculty, and community.

*  Professional Preparation
Developing career paths for various art professions and an understanding of the demands and expectations of those areas.
Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Develop and demonstrate a basic working understanding of the visual nature, behavior, and interaction of color including color dimensions of hue, value, intensity, temperature and contrast in both additive and subtractive modes.

2. Develop and demonstrate a foundational understanding of the role and application of color in the history of art and design and color’s cultural and emotional dimensions.

3. Develop and demonstrate a basic understanding of color as relates to composition and form

4. Develop and demonstrate a basic knowledge and understanding of prominent color theorists and their writings regarding color

5. Develop and utilize in critiques a vocabulary for discussing color as pertains to art and design

General Education Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 
1. Explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and 
expression in one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures; 
2. Analyze, interpret, and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and 
expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities; 
3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a 
demonstrated understanding and fluency of expressive forms; 
4. Demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative 
development within the arts and humanities; 
5. Use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, 
literature, philosophy, or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within 
which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged; 
6. Describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work  
was created or a tradition emerged.  
Attendance  -  please read carefully!!!

*Please note that these attendance rules also apply to remote/online classes conducted in Zoom. There will be mandatory and optional Zoom class attendance. This information will be on your STUDENT SCHEDULE.

Go to the Student Zoom Basics page for more details on how to use Zoom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSps9S5096w
Attendance is mandatory.  This is a studio class where activities and course work are done during class time. It essential that you be in class with all the required materials, prepared to work during the entire class period. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class. If you leave after attendance is taken you must let me know. If you arrive late it is your responsibility to let me know you are present. Students are responsible for being informed about information missed during their absence. It is your responsibility to be informed about materials, class schedule, assignments and due dates. I recommend that you exchange contact information with your fellow classmates. Please inform me if you know that you will be late or will miss a class.

You will be allowed 2 absences on MANDATORY class days. Please note that absences are NOT excused!! Do not submit a doctor's note or other documentation of why you were absent. I understand that unexpected things happen in life - that's why you get 2 absences without consequence. If you are absent more than 2 times the attendance policy below will be followed without exception:


* The 3rd absence = one HALF letter grade drop off your final grade in the class


* The 4th Absence = one FULL letter grade drop off your final grade in the class


* 6 absences = failing grade in this class


* 3 tardies or early departures = 1 absence


* Coming to class without supplies = an absence (even during remote classes you need to be 
prepared to work during class time)

It is your responsibility to drop this class after excessive absences. If you think you may want to drop the class please be aware that there are deadlines for dropping without penalty - please consult the CSUN admissions. Additional Note: If, for any reason I need to cancel a class I will do my best to email you and let you know in advance. It's always a good idea to check email prior to coming to school.
Required Supplies - Dick Blick is putting a kit together for this class. Purchase your supplies

online as instructed, then pick up the supplies on campus. Please follow the instruction given on Canvas and/or email from your instructor. If you have these supplies already that's fine too, HOWEVER, the paint set IS required.
Paper and Pads:

9" x 12" Canson 98lb. Mixed Media pad

14" x 17" pad of Bristol paper, 20 sheets

14" x 17" Trace Paper pad 
____________________________________________________________________

Gouache Paint:

Savoir Faire Gouache (preferred): 


1 set of 20 tubes (.33 fl. oz. each) 


(alternative: Talens Art Creation set, 24 tubes)
Additional single tubes (suggested M. Graham):


Titanium White Gouache (59 ml tube): 1 tube


Cadmium Yellow Light (15ml): 1 tube


Cadmium Yellow (15ml): 1 tube


Permanent Green Light (15ml): 1 tube

____________________________________________________________________

Mixing surface: 

Palette Paper Pad, 9" x 12", 50 sheets

____________________________________________________________________

Brushes: 

#6 Round Robert Simmons brush (or similar)

#10 Round Robert Simmons brush (or similar)

#8 Bright Robert Simmons brush (or similar)

“0” or “1” sable pointed water color brush 

____________________________________________________________________

Misc. Supplies:

Small Color Wheel (5 1/8" diameter +/-)

HB  Pencil

White Vinyl Eraser

Metal ruler, 12”, non-slip back
  

Scissors (general purpose)

Rubber cement and rubber cement, 4 oz.

Rubber Cement Pickup

Blue painting or Drafting tape 1”

____________________________________________________________________

Optional Supplies:

Drafting compass (with a min. 5" radius capacity)

Protractor

12" x 18" Cutting Mat

XACTO knife & No.11 blades (or Utility knife)
Art Stores (use your student ID - most stores give student discounts)
Carter Sexton, 5308 Laurel Cyn. Blvd., N. Hollywood, 818-763-5050
Blue Rooster Art Supplies, 4661 Hollywood Blvd., No. Hollywood, (323) 302-5613
Dick Blick, 44 S. Raymond Ave., Pasadena, 626-795-4985
Utrecht Art Supply, 11677 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, 310-478-5775
Projects, Homework & Journal 

Projects will be accepted if turned in late, but will only receive a maximum grade of 'C'. Projects can be resubmitted for an improved grade ONLY if turned in on time. Homework and Journal assignments will NOT be accepted past the due dates, no exceptions. For remote/online classes assignments will be turned-in by uploading to the Box, or Canvas. Please follow the instructions on your Student Schedule.

Projects
Requirements and instructions for all semester Projects are described in separate handouts. They are designed to give you the opportunity to demonstrate your understanding and mastery of material covered during class in addition to using your creativity and problem solving skills. Most projects will culminate with a group critique. Late projects will be given half credit ('C' grade) maximum. If you know you are going to miss class the day of a critique, make arrangements to turn in your work early and know that you will not receive credit for the critique on that day. There may be some changes and adjustments to assignments and projects during the semester so please pay attention and be informed! 


Homework

Homework assignments are to be completed within the time allotted. Late homework will not be accepted. 

Color Journal


Over the course of the semester you will be working on a Color Journal. The purpose of the Journal is to develop your visual perceptual skills and learn to 'see' colors, their relationships to one another and the impact they have on content. You will be looking for the characteristics of hue, value and intensity and then describing their function in an image. In making these color analyses you will begin to assemble a collection of colors and palettes that have meaning for you and might become references for your work in the future. In writing about your perceptions and responses to the use of color you will begin to create a written record of your experience of color in contemporary culture and the world around you. The Color Journal will be due twice during the semester - late Color Journals will not be accepted.

Critiques


Critiques are the way in which artists and designers relate ideas about their work to others and in the process are able to more clearly analyze their own work. Critique is a group activity where artwork content, ideas, formal qualities and relationships to contemporary art practices are discussed. Feedback from critiques gives you valuable information that increases your learning potential and will improve your artwork. Use the feedback you receive in critique to your advantage; it's an important part of obtaining competency. Here are some basic rules: 1) Always be courteous and respectful of others in a critique. 2) Give honest, thoughtful and constructive feedback. 3) Speak to/about the work and not to/at the maker. 4) Try to differentiate between your taste and your critical evaluation of a work. Although the critique process can seem quite strange and uncomfortable at first, it gets easier the more one practices. 
Class & Zooming Etiquettes 
Zooming is our virtual classroom so the easiest way to think about Zoom Etiquette is to behave in the same manner as you would in a physical classroom. Here are some basic expectations:
ZOOM REQUIREMENTS:
· Your Zoom video must be on and live - I will need to see your face and participation. We will be either working on class assignments, having lectures, or working in groups during Zoom sessions. Attendance will be taken via signing into Chat.
· Classes will be recorded. If you have privacy concerns please change your Zoom name and tell the instructor.
· Dress code is the same as if in the physical classroom. Please arrive to Zoom sessions fully clothed, awake and ready to participate in class. 
· Come to Zoom classes with all the required materials and be ready to work during Zoom class time.
Things to keep in mind:
· Zoom sessions will be recorded so please remember that clothing attire and personal items in your space will also be recorded! Consider setting your screen to 'virtual background' if you have concerns in this regard.
· Attend the Zoom class meetings from a distraction-free, quiet environment if possible. Try to arrange your living space so that family members are not present and that you have a good Wi-Fi connection with adequate lighting.
· Please keep your audio on mute until you want to speak. This will help to limit background noise. If you would like to speak or ask a question, use the “Raise Hand” feature. Unmute yourself after you are called on. 
· We will be using the Chat Box, remember that it is a public forum and a record of the chat is kept and archived. 
General class considerations:
· Respect each other; we are all individuals and can learn from each other. Practice active listening and seeing through each other's eyes.

· Please try not to indulge in headphones; if you do, your learning potential will be very much reduced (or able to hear what I'm saying!).

· Turn your cell phones/pagers OFF during class; if you have a compelling reason to keep yours on (for example you are a parent or have a special situation), please talk to me about it and place your phone on vibrate. This observance will be STRICTLY enforced. If your cell phone rings for any reason 5 points will be taken off your final point tally for the entire semester.

· Communication of your needs as a student is essential. My purpose and goal is to help you digest, comprehend and integrate the material presented in this class. Think of you (student) and me (instructor) as a team whose interaction is open and supportive, a two-way street. Feel free to come to me with your questions and/or concerns.  If you need accommodations, please talk with me and together we can find solutions.
Grading

Grading is based on a plus/minus system. All course work turned in for a grade in this class will be evaluated on a point system as follows:

94 - 100 points = A

90 - 93 points = A-

Extraordinary effort—the student has gone far beyond what is required in craftsmanship, substance, thought process, and quality. The work truly stands out.

______________________________________

87 - 89 points = B+

83 - 86 points = B

80 - 82 points = B-

Above average effort, where the work is well executed in quality, craftsmanship, substance, and thought process. The solution to the design challenge is remarkable and clearly beyond project description.

______________________________________

77 - 79 points - C+

73 - 76 points = C

70 - 72 points = C-

Average effort; work meets medium standard in quality, craftsmanship, substance, and thought process.

______________________________________

67 - 69 points = D+

60 - 62 points = D-

Meets minimum requirement of the project description and has minimum effort; the craftsmanship and quality of work is less than the standard and unremarkable.

______________________________________

0 - 59 points = Failure

The amount of total points you receive for the semester will be divided by the number of graded assignments to calculate your grade. Please come talk with me anytime about grades.

Your final grade will also reflect the following criteria:

Attendance and Class Participation:
Please read the attendance section above. Attendance is only part of the equation for being a participating member of the class.  Thoughtful and supportive comments during critiques and exchange with class members during lab/studio time is essential if you'd like to receive a B grade or better.
Project Preparation and Development:

As previously stated, you must come to class prepared to work but you will also need to take time outside of class to develop your concepts and compile visual resources. Project preparation includes reading handouts, doing self-motivated research and spending time developing your ideas and concepts using thumbnails and writing notes. The time you spend in preparation will result in a more successful artwork. Lack of preparation will be evident both visually and through the critique process. Read and listen to instructions for class assignments carefully. How well you follow directions and adhere to the assignment guidelines is an important part of the grading process. Development of creative solutions is also important and will be evaluated - some of the most successful creative solutions happen when there are lots of requirements, narrow options and limited materials. Always ask questions if you're unclear about anything!

Proficiency with Techniques:

When I evaluate your artwork I will be looking for your ability to demonstrate gouache color mixing techniques. Each graded assignment and project will be evaluated according to a rubric. Each student will get a copy of the rubric and I encourage you to come talk with me at any time about your grade.
Craft and Presentation:

Craft and Presentation relates to the neatness, precision, and attention to detail. Rough edges, stray marks, dents and smudges all add up, and take away from the overall quality of your work. The execution of your ideas is equally as important as the ideas themselves. Presentation is the final step to consider with any artwork. This includes how you will display the work including the title of the assignment.
Academic Honesty & Plagiarism
Academic honesty is fundamental to the activities and principles of a learning environment. All members of the academic community must be confident that each person’s work has been responsibly and honorably acquired, developed, and presented. Academic dishonesty is an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences. When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting or collaboration, please consult with me or the appropriate institutional department. Pursuant to CSU Executive Order 1098R, all actions taken by faculty based on student academic dishonesty, including the imposition of a grade penalty, must be reported to the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs. For more information visit: https://catalog.csun.edu/policies/academic-dishonesty
Students with Different Needs

Students with disabilities, whether physical, attention related, learning or psychological, who believe that they may need accommodations in this class, are encouraged to contact the appropriate institutional department as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. There may be an authorization that is required before any special accommodations can be made.  
SUPPORT SERVICES FOR STUDENTS

· CANVAS STUDENT GUIDE: https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10701-canvas-student-guide-table-of-contents
· How to do Library and Internet Research: http://library.csun.edu/Research_Assistance/strategies.html. How to use the library catalog, ways of conducting Internet searches and how to recognize valid Internet sources.
· Citation Style Guides for Writing: http://library.csun.edu/Find_Resources/e- books/estylegd.html. Provides guidelines and samples for referencing and citing sources.
· Learning Resource Center: http://www.csun.edu/lrc/, 818.677.2033, Bayramian Hall 408. The mission of the LRC is to enable students to improve their academic performance through a variety of learning programs including workshops, one-on-one and group tutoring, Supplemental Instruction classes and interactive subject area computer programs and videos. Students who use LRC learning programs will develop and strengthen their critical thinking skills, study strategies, writing skills and performance in subject matter courses.
· Academic Advisement: http://www.csun.edu/ugs/advisement.html. The college-based academic advisement centers are available to assist students in selecting courses and programs of study and in choosing or declaring a major or minor. Visit the website to locate the advising center for your major, or for undeclared majors.
· University Counseling Services: http://www.csun.edu/counseling/, 818.677.2366, Bayramian Hall 520. UCS provides resources and information to assist students in dealing with a variety of large and small psychological obstacles that may interfere with academic progress and/or relationship satisfaction. Services include individual, group and crisis counseling.
· Center on Disabilities: http://www.csun.edu/cod/studentservices.htm, 818.677.2684, Bayramian Hall 110. The Center on Disabilities serves students with a wide range of visible and hidden disabilities, in a confidential environment. Students are encouraged to meet with the professional staff and explore the services available to support their academic, career and personal goals. Discover accommodations and strategies for help with disabilities in an academic setting.
· The Career Center: http://www.csun.edu/career/students/, 818.677.2878, University Hall 105. Need some help in deciding on a career? Or do you know your career and need to meet employers? Perhaps your resume needs some sprucing up? The Career Center offers a variety of services for students, from those new to the University to those about to graduate into the world of work
Course Outline 
This outline does NOT give due dates! For information about specific assignments and due dates, please refer to the STUDENT SCHEDULE for this class. The STUDENT SCHEDULE is posted on Canvas. If you have questions, please ask :)
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 1-
Discuss the syllabus & supplies, art materials and tools. Purchase all materials.


Topic: Color Wheel – Hue & paint mixing

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 2-
Topic: Color Wheel

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 3-
Topic: Color Value

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 4 - Topic: Color Desaturation

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 5-
Topic: Color Desaturation

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 6-
Topic: Color Desaturation

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 7-
Topic: Achromatic, Monochromatic, Polychromatic Color

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 8-
Topic: Achromatic, Monochromatic, Polychromatic Color

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 9-
Topic: Achromatic, Monochromatic, Polychromatic Color

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 10-Topic: Simultaneous Contrast/ Color Interactions & Transparency

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 11-Topic: Simultaneous Contrast/ Color Interactions & Transparency
___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 12-Topic: Color Harmony, CMY Color Wheel

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 13-Topic: Color Harmony, CMY Color Wheel

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 14-Topic: Final Project – Retinal Painting

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 15-Topic: Final Project – Retinal Painting

___________________________________________________________________________________

Week 16-Topic: Final Project – Retinal Painting
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 17-FINALS WEEK 


Emergency Final Exam information: If there is an emergency and the class meeting for the final 

is cancelled, student will need to submit their final materials digitally.
