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ART 305:  ART & MASS CULTURE

Spring 2021 

Course Syllabus 

Professor Betty Ann Brown

email: betty.a.brown@csun.edu
Office Hours: Mondays 11:00--12:00 p.m.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Prerequisite: Completion of the Lower Division Writing Requirement. An introduction for the non-art major to the relationships between art and mass culture. Illustrated lectures explore the development, techniques, and ideas underlying the contemporary visual environment, including the media arts of photography and advertising, as well as painting, sculpture and architecture. Art majors may take this course for university elective credit. (Available for General Education, Arts & Humanities).


This is a class in which we survey the history of Western art to chronicle the development of our mass media society, examining both those art monuments usually studied in art history classes (painting, sculpture, architecture), as well as photography, film, television and advertising. The purpose of this class is to help you develop what is often called "visual literacy." This means the ability to "read" the images that surround you in our information society. 


After taking this class, you will have a much greater appreciation for the importance of art to Western culture. You will also have the skills to become critically aware of the visual messages you receive every time you turn on your television, page through a magazine, or scroll down a computer screen.
RESPONSIBILITIES & RESPECT: 
     In this course, as in this life, we all have responsibilities toward each other. The most successful classes are those in which we respect each other, and understand our mutual responsibilities. 
    We have the responsibility for sharing in and contributing to the learning process.
    We have the right to voice an opinion that is based on a self-chosen value system.
    We have the right to dissent or differ from the professor and from others in the class.
    We have the right for our personal dignity not to be infringed upon by the conduct of the professor or other students in the class.

Assumptions I Make About You

1. You have made a conscious, informed choice to be a member of this class. This means that you will read the syllabus carefully, and become familiar with the requirements. Be aware that on average, you should spend at least 3 hours on your own (reading, studying, making notes, taking quizzes, working on assignments, etc.) every week of class.

2. You will not interrupt when someone else is speaking.

3. You will give the basic respect that is due to me and the other students.

4. You will do all the required reading.

5. You will attend class regularly and on time.

6. If you have a question, any question, you will ask me.

7. You will be responsible for all of the material that we cover in class. If you miss a class, you will consult this syllabus and Canvas to find out what you missed.

8. You will turn in your assignments on time.

9. You will share your personality, knowledge, skills, and special expertise with the rest of us throughout the semester.

Assumptions You Can Make About Me

1. I will give you the respect that I ask you to give me and the other students.

2. I will begin and end the class on time. 

3. I will try to follow the schedule in the Course Outline (below) as closely as possible. However, I may need to change the schedule. If I do so, I will let you know in class, on Canvas and/or via email.

4. I will grade fairly and responsibly, and return your assignments in a timely manner.

5. If you do not turn in an assignment, or take a test, I will not give you an opportunity to do so at another time. I will assume that you are content with a grade of zero for that assignment or test.

6. I will follow and enforce the university policy on academic dishonesty, particularly with regards to cheating and plagiarism.

7. I will be available to help you, but you must let me know that you need help. I will be available during my scheduled office hours and will return emails promptly. Please contact me if you have a problem. If you wait until it is too late, then it is too late!

CLASS REQUIREMENTS: Students must read the entire Art & Mass Media textbook (available on Canvas), become familiar with all of the online PowerPoints, take fourteen online quizzes, and take two in-class exams (midterm & final). In addition, students must write a Museum Paper. To earn extra credit points, students may write one or two additional papers on select books or films. (See the file "305 Extra Credit Book-Film" for details.) The course grade will be calculated from the following:

1. Fourteen Online Quizzes covering the textbook chapters & related lectures, each worth 10 points. If you miss points on the quizzes, the only way to make up those points by doing an extra credit paper. This means even if your computer goes down, or the Internet doesn’t work, or your electricity goes out, or you have to work late—whatever the reason—you have to make up missed points by writing an extra credit paper. NO ONE will be allowed to take a quiz a second time!

2. Two In-class Exams, worth 50 points each. (Please note that the questions for these exams are NOT taken directly from the chapter quizzes.) These exams are scheduled for specific dates. NO make-up exams will be given.

3. Museum Paper, worth 25 points. You must write this paper in order to pass the class. The Museum Paper involves going to the Norton Simon Museum website (https://www.nortonsimon.org), selecting two paintings to compare/contrast, then answering a series of questions about them. The papers are to be sent to me (betty.a.brown@csun.edu) as Word docs. See the file “Art 305 Museum Paper” for more information.

4. GRADING SCALE: Your grade will be calculated according to the total number of points you earn, NOT by percentages. Disregard the percentages on Canvas. You earn points from the following: Fourteen online quizzes: 140; two in-class exams: 100; Museum Writing Project: 25. TOTAL: 265.                                                        Your grading scale for Art 305: A: 240-265; B: 220-239; C: 200-219; D: 180-199. Extra credit points are additional.

Grading will be on a plus-minus basis.

TEXT: Brown & Pelfrey, Art & Mass Media, an e-book available online at Canvas or under Brown’s name on the CSUN Art Department website. Most students download the book, chapter by chapter, onto their computer desktops. Printed versions of the text run over 500 pages.

CLASS SCHEDULE
Note: This is a tentative schedule, which is subject to change. Weekly reading assignments, quizzes and exams are specified here, with further specifics posted on Canvas and discussed in class. In general, the online quizzes are due on Wednesdays BEFORE 11:30 p.m. The quizzes cover the chapters discussed that week in class.

It is your responsibility to stay current with assignments and due dates as well as any modifications.

Week 1. January 25 & 27. Introduction to the class. Read Media 00. 
Week 2. February 1 & 3. Why Visual Literacy. Read Media 01. 
Week 3. February 8 & 10. The Roots of Western Culture. Read Media 02.

Week 4. February 15 & 17. The Renaissance. Read Media 03.

Week 5. February 22 & 24. The Baroque. Read Media 04. 
Week 6. March 1 & 3. Photography. Read Media 05.
Week 7. March 8 & 10. 19th Century Avant Garde. Read Media 06. First papers due, including first extra credit paper.

No classes March 15 & 17: SPRING BREAK!
Week 8. March 22 & 24. Midterm exam on March 24. 

Week 9. March 29. Film. Read Media 07.
No class on March 31. Cesar Chavez Day.

Week 10. April 5 & 7. Early 20th Century Avant Garde. Read Media 08. 
Week 11. April 12 & 14. Advertising. Read Media 09.
Week 12. April 19 & 21. Television Programs & Commercials. Read both Media 10 & 11. (Two chapters, two quizzes due.)

Week 13. April 26 & 28. Late 20th Century Avant Garde. Media 12.

Week 14. May 3 & 5. Late 20th Century Avant Garde (continued)

Week 15. May 10 & 12. Brave New World of the Computer. Media 13. Second papers due, including second extra credit paper.
FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, May 19

