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Program Summer 

2019 

California State University, Northridge (CSUN) is 

offering an exceptional opportunity to college stu-

dents to develop foreign language skills in Rus-

sian. Students who take advantage of this pro-

gram will gain cross-cultural experience that will 

give them a competitive edge in today’s growing 

international business community. We encourage 

you to join us for the STARTALK Russian Lan-

guage & Culture Immersion Program at California 

State University, Northridge . 

Contact Information 

Director of Russian Language & Culture 

Immersion Program 

Professor Dina Mokhnatkin    

Liberal Studies Program, EA 100     

California State University, Northridge  

18111 Nordhoff Street    

Northridge, CA 91330 

dina.mokhnatkin@csun.edu 

Telephone: 818-677-3593 / 818-677-3450  

For additional information, and to access 

the application, please visit our website: 

 http://www.csun.edu/humanities/startalk 

Program Faculty and Level of Proficiency 

The STARTALK Russian Language & Culture Im-

mersion Program faculty consists of enthusiastic na-

tive-speakers, with strong pedagogical skills and ex-

perience in immersion program work. Students will 

be integrated into a rigorous academic environment 

that will enhance their speaking, reading, listening 

and writing skills in Modern Russian. Instruction will 

be provided at the following levels:  

Beginning Russian: 

Students with no previous language study or with no 

more than one semester of study. 

Intermediate Russian: 

One year or two semesters of Russian language 

study. 

Advanced Russian: 

Two years or four semesters of Russian language 

study.   

Selected participants will be tested to determine the 

exact level of their proficiency and placed in appro-

priate learning cohorts. Those admitted must commit 

to fully apply themselves to the program and to fol-

low it to completion. Participants pledge to speak 

exclusively in Russian throughout the program.  



STARTALK Russian Summer Language Program 

Program Objectives and Overview 

CSUN Campus 

California State University, Northridge is located in 
the San Fernando Valley below the Santa Susana 
Mountains, in the community of Northridge within 
the City of Los Angeles.  It has become the third 
largest university in the California State University 

System and the fourth largest overall in California.   

Housing and Accommodation 

STARTALK Russian Language & Culture Immer-

sion Program participants will reside on the student 

housing campus (15 min. walk from the main cam-

pus) for the duration of the program in two bedroom 

suites (two students per bedroom), which include 

spacious bathrooms, full kitchens, balconies, Wi-Fi, 

and access to recreational facilities (swimming 

pools, basketball courts, and a sand volleyball 

court). In addition to the housing complex facilities, 

students will have access to the food, sporting and 

library facilities) on the main campus. These will 

include: cafeteria, cafes, state-of-the-art gym, 

swimming pool and library.  For more information 

on student housing, see: http://housing.csun.edu/  

Funded by the National 

Security Language Initi-

ative, the STARTALK 

Russian Language & 

Culture Immersion Program at California State Universi-

ty, Northridge, seeks to provide an intensive language 

and cultural learning experience to students through a 

standards-based and thematically organized curriculum. 

Target language is used exclusively for instruction along 

with the use of authentic materials and technology. Stu-

dent-centered communicative activities are used to en-

gage students in the process of active learning during 

contact hours. There are benchmarks for each unit to 

assess the development of the students’ communicative 

abilities through a variety of performance-based assess-

ments, both written and oral.  

The program focuses on blending the process of lan-

guage learning with enhancing students’ cultural aware-

ness. Thus, in addition to instruction, the program incor-

porates a variety of cultural components which are con-

sidered to be an integral part of students’ cultural learn-

ing experiences. These events include: Russian guest 

speakers, Russian cuisine classes, several field trips to 

the Russian enclaves of the Greater Los Angeles, LA 

County Museum of Art as well as Russian lunches and 

exposure to the Russian Folk Music. Field trips involv-

ing visits to the local Russian communities will provide 

real world communicative practice.  

STARTALK Russian Language & Culture Immersion 

Program is a 5-week residential summer program dur-

ing which (Monday through Friday) students receive 3 

hours of in-class language instruction in the morning 

and 2 hours in the afternoon. In addition, students par-

ticipate in planned cultural and sporting activities and 

field trips in the target language in the evenings and 

weekends. Students’ cultural awareness is fostered 

through a series of lectures by guest speakers-experts 

on various aspects of Russian culture.  

Semester Units Available 

Upon completion of the program, students may be 

eligible to receive 6 credit units.  

For students who wish to receive credit units for their 

summer study at CSUN, the following fees apply: 

 For non-CSUN students, it is $396 per unit.

 For enrolled CSUN students, it is $307 per unit.

     (Fees subject to change.) 

STARTALK Funding 

For accepted students, STARTALK will cover tui-

tion, dormitory, learning materials, field trips, lec-

tures, and all extracurricular activities.  

Program Dates 

Application Due March 30, 2019

Acceptance Notification April 16-20, 2019

Program Begins June 9, 2019

Program Ends July 12, 2019
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