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Welcome to the 2007 CSUN Senior Film Showcase. 
The films you will see tonight were completed in the 
senior level film production course in the Department 
of Cinema and Television Arts and are the capstone 
projects. This culminating experience decreases the 
gap between academic training and the rigors of the 
professional world. It also gives the advanced film 
student an opportunity to produce a 16mm or 35mm 
motion picture of substance. 

All of the films were written, produced and directed 
by students in the Film Production Option under the 
guidance of the film production faculty with funding 
provided by the California State University, Northridge 
Associated Students Instructionally Related Activities 
Fund, and the Hollywood Foreign Press Association.  
The students must raise any additional monies needed 
and are given the creative freedom to produce what 
they wish. It is their persistence and tireless dedication 
that we salute with this screening.  For the filmmakers 
honored tonight this will be the first public presentation of their work. Your response to their 
projects will be the first test of their endeavors. 

The Film Production Option is proud to acknowledge our continued association with the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association. In addition to the Hollywood Foreign Press Association Senior Film Edit 
Suite in Manzanita Hall, they have provided new state-of-the art digital location sound equipment 
for our senior film students.  Also, our student directors this evening have the distinction of being 
Hollywood Foreign Press Association Fellows. 

We are also proud of our relationship with Arri, Inc., the world’s largest manufacturer of motion 
picture cameras. CTVA Alumnus and Arri, Inc. Vice-President Bill Russell has been instrumental 
in the development of The Arri 35mm Project, a program which provides a 35mm motion picture 
experience to a selected CSUN senior film group each semester.  The films Barrio Thief and Neturei 
Karta: Guardians of the City, screening tonight, are participants in the program. 

Please sit back and enjoy the show, and afterwards, join us for a reception and live music in the 
lobby. 
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Professor Nate Thomas
Head, Film Production Option

Director, CSUN Senior Film Showcase
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A Dynamic Cultural Force
A provocative and dynamic force in American culture since the early twentieth century, movies have 
presented several generations of American writers with a new, fascinating, and challenging subject.  In the 
beginning, there was debate simply as to whether the movies should be considered art.  Many intellectuals 
at that time were appalled by the Hollywood product.  They were waiting for film to break out into a more 
cerebral and provocative form.  As documented in the important new volume, American Movie Critics:  An 
Anthology From the Silents Until Now, James Agee was one such disappointed intellectual:

“Those who make or care for moving pictures have great reason to be angry, for all that is 
frustrated, and still greater reason to be humble, for all that is fallen short of, frustration 
or no.  And if you foresee how few years remain before the grandest prospect for a major 
popular art since Shakespeare’s time dissolves into the ghastly gelatinous nirvana of 
television, I think you will find the work of this last or any recent year, and the chance of 
any sufficiently radical improvement within the tragically short future, enough to shrivel the 
heart.  If moving pictures are ever going to realize their potentialities, they are going to have 
to do it very soon indeed.  Aware of that, and aware also of all the works of genius which 
have been already achieved in films, I have no patience with the patient and patronizing 
who remind us mellowly that it took centuries to evolve an Aeschylus or a Joyce.”

––James Agee, 20 January 1945.

On previous senior film showcase occasions, we have acknowledged that requisite filmmaking talents 
are a combination of the student’s inherent grace and hard work.  And while we have conceded that the 
Department of Cinema and Television Arts cannot endow these attributes, we have also maintained that we 
can, within the framework of a liberal arts university education, provide a learning environment in which 
the felicities of grace and hard work will be recognized, nurtured, and rewarded.  

As James Agee also wrote:  “When an art is in good health, mediocrity and amorphous energy and 
commercialism are more than welcome to exist, and to be liked and rewarded.  When an art is sick unto 
death, only men [and women] of the most murderous creative passion can hope to save it.”

Accordingly––given the dedication of the students––the CTVA faculty at California State University, 
Northridge (formally detailing its mission at ctva.csun.edu) is prepared to engage its prospective filmmakers 
with equal grace, hard work, and PASSION.

Sincerely,
Dr. John Schultheiss

Chair, Cinema and Television Arts
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Film Showcase
7:30 - 9:30 PM

Welcome

Neturei Karta:
Guardians of the City  (16 min.)

Honey (15 min.)

POV: A Dogumentary (15 min.)

Barrio Thief (17 min.)

The Book of Tomorrow (20 min.)

Cinematheque Awards

Acknowledgment of Sponsors

Closing Remarks

Reception
9:30 - 10:30 PM Program
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Keri Selig
Producer –– Alumna

Keri Selig is an independent producer with her own 
production company, Intuition Productions, where she 
is actively producing features and television projects.

Selig was an executive producer on the remake of the 
science fiction thriller The Stepford Wives for Paramount 
Pictures and Scott Rudin Productions. Frank Oz (In & 
Out, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels) directed the picture and 
Paul Rudnick’s (In & Out, Adam’s Family Values) wrote 
the screenplay.  Nicole Kidman, Matthew Broderick, 
Glenn Close, and Bette Midler all starred.

Presently, Selig is in post production on Ronnie 
Christensen’s Passengers, with Mandate Pictures and 
Sony.  Passengers is a supernatural-thriller about a grief 
counselor who tries to help survivors from a plane crash.  
Rodrigo Garcia (Nine Lives, Six Feet Under) directed, 
and Anne Hathaway (Devil Wears Prada) and Patrick 
Wilson (Little Children) starred.

Another Ronnie Christensen project that Selig has in 
pre-production is High Stakes, a fast paced thriller set 
against the world of high rollers in Vegas.  David Ellis 
(Cellular, Final Destination 2) is attached to direct, and 
Velvet Octopus is financing the project.  Shooting is set 
for summer of 2007.

Selig is also producing Nice based on the novel by Jen 
Sacks.  This is a black comedy about a girl who is too 
nice and must go to extreme circumstances to change 
her ways…even murder.  Reese Witherspoon is attached 
to star.

Intuition Productions and Careyes Entertainment are 
developing Freedom at Midnight, an adaptation of the 
novel by renowned authors Larry Collins and Dominique 
La Pierre. It is the true story of a love affair among royalty, 
set against the independence of India in 1947.  Gurinder 
Chadha (Bend it Like Beckham, Bride & Prejudice) is 
attached to direct and Hugh Whitemore (My House in 
Umbria, The Gathering Storm) is set to write.

Another project Selig is currently producing is House Of 
Pain by Dan Gordon (The Hurricane, Murder in the First), 

an original screenplay about the life of Bela Lugosi. This 
film is being financed by Brightlight Pictures.

Another project Selig is developing is the feature 
adaptation of Robota, the graphic novel from Orson 
Scott Card (Ender’s Game) and Oscar-winning special 
FX director and Academy Award winner Doug Chiang 
(Terminator 2, Star Wars: The Phantom Menace, Polar 
Express). Chiang is attached to make his directorial debut 
on Robota. Robert Kamen (The Fifth Element, Lethal 
Weapon 3) is attached to write. She will produce the 
project with Nick Wechsler (North Country, Requiem 
for a Dream).

In addition, Selig has various television projects in 
active development including, TWO HOUSES, ONE 
HOME, which is set up at Lifetime and Jaffe/Braunstein 
Productions (Elvis, 10.5).  This is a modern-day look at 
adoption, and Rodney Vaccaro (Three to Tango).  Set to 
shoot in Summer 2007.

Selig also has a scripted one-hour series in development 
at 20th Century Fox Television.  HAPPY MAISEY with 
Richard Kletter (Odd Girl Out, She’s Too Young) attached 
to write.  Selig will produce with Jessica Horowitz (The 
Road To Stardom with Missy Elliot). Another series that 
Selig is developing is HEIR HUNTERS, based on real-
life Heir Hunters that track down the rightful owners 
to unclaimed fortunes currently set up with Burnim/
Murray (The Real World, Road Rules). 

Selig spent 1999 through 2001 as Senior Vice President of 
Production at Bel-Air Entertainment; the Warner Bros. 
based feature production and finance company.  Selig 
shepherded many feature projects for the company, 
including: Diamond Dogs, an action-packed, diamond 
heist tale written by Jay Friedman and Michael Schiffer 
(Crimson Tide), and Man of the House, an action-comedy 
about an aging FBI agent who must transport a squad 
of dysfunctional cheerleaders across the state to testify 
before a grand jury. The film, directed by Steven Herek, 
starred Tommy Lee Jones and Cedric the Entertainer.

Prior to her time at Bel Air, Selig was Senior Vice 
President of Production at Kopelson Entertainment 
(Seven, The Fugitive).  From January 1996 to October 
1998, she served as Senior Vice President at The Cort/
Madden Company (Save the Last Dance, Mr. Holland’s 
Opus) based at Paramount Pictures. At Cort/Madden, 
Selig co-executive produced In The Company Of Spies 
with Tom Berenger and Ron Silver and Harlan County 
War starring Holly Hunter.  
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Tracie Graham
Producer –– Alumna

From production company executive ...  to running her 
own management company ... to producer ... Tracie 
Graham has made her place in the motion picture 
industry. She was Vice-President of Production at 
Motion Picture Corporation of America (MPCA) where 
she co-produced and line produced many films including, 
New Line Cinema’s box office success Dumb and Dumber 
starring Jim Carrey and Jeff Daniels, as well as Threesome 
starring Lara Flynn Boyle and The War At Home starring 
Martin Sheen and Oscar winner Kathy Bates.

Graham has also served as a 
production executive at Chanticleer 
Films. During her tenure there, she 
produced films for the Showtime 
series 30-Minute Movies, many of 
which were nominated for Academy 
Awards. She also served as producer 
of the motion picture Phoenix for 
Lakeshore Entertainment which 
starred Ray Liota, Anjelica Huston, 
Anthony LaPaglia and Brittany 
Murphy. Most recently Tracie 
produced the major motion picture, 
Windtalkers, a WWII drama for MGM 
directed by the critically acclaimed 
John Woo that starred Academy 
Award winner Nicolas Cage. 

Tracie has various projects in various 
stages of development including 
Darksiders a franchise-type action-
thriller which is set up at New Line and Bad Men (aka 
Sanctuary), a supernatural thriller which is set up at 
Lionsgate.

Tracie Graham began her collegiate career here at 
California State University, Northridge where she 
majored in film production in the Department of Radio-
Television-Film. Her studies were cut a little short as she 
made an early entrance into the entertainment industry. 
Most recently Tracie returned to CSUN and has just 
finished all requirements for her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Cinema and Television Arts with a film production 
emphasis.

Tracie Graham with Nicolas Cage 
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Neturei Karta:
Guardians of the City

The Arri 35mm Project
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–– running time: 15 min. 20 sec. / 35mm ––

As his impending wedding date approaches, David Levi, an orthodox Jew, pleads 
with his father to call the wedding off. His father, though confused and alarmed, 
explains to his son that if he “follows his heart,” everything will work out. 

CAST

David Levi
Matt Ciociolo

mciociolo@yahoo.com 

Moshe Levi 
Jerry Hoffman
athesp@gmail.com

 
Adam Cohen

Kenneth Rudnicki 
rud_ken@hotmail.com 

Yudah
Cyrus Alexander 

cyrusalexander@hotmail.com

Rabbi Teacher
Mike Pachelli 

mikepachelli@sbcglobal.net

Neturei Karta Rabbi
Shane Ries

shaneries@aol.com 

Young Girl 
Tara Testa

brandyevergreen@yahoo.com 

Young Girl’s Father
Jay Edwards

marina_general@msn.com
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Producer 
Whitney Campbell

whiteknee@aol.com 

Producer
Gil Baron

baronhad@msn.com 

Director/Producer
Ami Cohen

acohen@lionsgate.com 

Director of Photography
Michael Garcia
MrMacMex@aol.com 

Editor 
Katie T. Wakayama 

kathryn.wakayama@mac.com
  

Sound 
Liad Stein

liad_stein@hotmail.com 

Camera Operator
Nolan Pratt 

nolpratt@hotmail.com
 

Gaffer 
Linh Nguyen

linhwood@yahoo.com
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–– running time:  15 min. 0 sec. / 35 mm ––

Amidst the gang wars, Honey, a 
Chinese-American drag queen, 
sacrifices himself to save a 
young boy from the dangers of 
Chinatown.

Honey
James Kyson Lee

David
Ian Tien 

Xiao Hua
Mardy Ma

Hong
Raymond Ma

Jimmy
Wa Yang

Michael
Art Hsu

 
China Doll

Johnny Siew

Stardust
Luoc Lee

Black Tigers Leader
Cy Shim

For more information about Honey, contact:
FCA Productions
FCAproductions@gmail.com
www.myspace.com/honeythemovie
310.422.0285
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Director
Felicia Carter-Aaron

elicia.carter.aaron@gmail.com • 310.422.0285

Producer
Sheila Dela Cruz

sdc04@myway.com • 707.342.0921

Co-Producers
Hyrum Fedje 

hyrum1@gmail.com • 323.360.2124

Felicia Carter-Aaron
elicia.carter.aaron@gmail.com • 310.422.0285

Assistant Director
Tom Hayes

yankeeskk@yahoo.com • 818.406.4419

Director of Photography
Louis Chernovsky

L_chernovsky@sbcglobal.net • 818.635.6706

Production Designer
Masanori Takano

masanori428@yahoo.co.jp • 818.406.4419

Gaffer
Brett Blakeney

thebretshow@aol.com • 310.592.8030

Editor
Masahiko Nakashima

masanakashima@hotmail.com • 818.280.7887

Sound Mixer
Robert Ulrich

hardimpact@yahoo.com • 818.998.3541

Assistant Editor
Mami Morimitsu

woodmommy@hotmail.com • 818.470.0908 

Music
Luke Loomis

kinglukeloomis@gmail.com • 909.534.9432
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POV: A Dogumentary

–– running time: 15 min. 0 sec. / 16 mm ––

Director
Kate Ryan
(425) 444-6411

Producer
Cristina Ramirez-Mares

(818) 429-0914

D.P.
Mirella Contoli

(310) 710-9606

Production Sound
Jake Schimke

(818) 708-1693

Post Sound
Scott Zugnoni

(925) 963-7402

Editor
Katina Bartolone

(805) 216-8359

Assistant Editor
Darrick Lazo

(714) 717-7141

In the heart of Los Angeles, five strangers with extremely different 
views of dogs spend a day sharing their personal views with one 
another.  As they try to convince each other that their opinion of dogs 
is “right” and the other opinion is “wrong,” it becomes evident that their 
clashing beliefs go much deeper than how they view their animals.  
Confronting issues surrounding cultural and social class differences, 
their encounters provide a thought-provoking look at whether or not 
society is willing to cast aside its judgments in order to understand 
different ways of life.
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CAST
(as themselves)

Patti Negri
Luis Torres
Abbie Jaye

Young Kwon
Connie Kwon
Jennifer Kwon
Marla Phillips
Barbara Flinn

DOGS

Sparky
Peanut

Dora the Explorer
Camilo 
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Barrio Thief
–– running time: 16 min. 22 sec. / 35 mm ––

The Arri 35mm Project

A story about imagination transcending any boundary, Barrio Thief 
depicts a mother and son facing the grim realities of a highly contagious 
disease. When the medication needed to cure Camilla runs out, her 
6-year-old’s plan offers a source of hope.
 

CAST

Camilla Vellejo
Flor de Maria Chahua  

fchahua1@yahoo.com 

Nico Vellejo
Jordan Boggess  
rjboggess@verizon.net 

Justina
Elena Bonifaz 

Nancy Chaidez Agency: (323) 467-8954

Rosa
Jessica Noboa 
lynne44j@yahoo.com

 
Lucho

Larry Omaha 
larryomaha@sbcglobal.net
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B
arrio Thief

CREW

Writer/Director/Producer
Michelle Mizner

michelle.mizner@gmail.com

Producers
Hegel Torres  

hitchhegel@hotmail.com

Christopher Chestnut
christopher.chestnut.150@csun.edu

Cinematographer 
Mirella Contoli
mcontoli@gmail.com

Editors 
Miguel Rustia 
migs@emefyoo.com

Christopher Settlemoir
cjsett@gmail.com

Sound
Scott Zugoni

scottzugnoni@yahoo.com

Production Designers
Jeremy Cisneros
gercisner@hotmail.com

Michael Aghajanian
aghymike@hotmail.com

Composer
Chandra Cogburn

chandra@chandracogburn.com
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The Book of Tomorrow

–– running time: 19 min. 40 sec. / 35 mm ––

In a small town, a young boy is swept into an incredible journey when he uncovers a forgotten chest that 
contains a comic book with unimaginable power.  Once the book is opened, its true nature is revealed and 
danger lurks on every page.  

With difficult choices ahead, the young adventurer needs to believe in himself to do what is right and find a 
way to alter the events to come.  He soon understands that very big things can happen, even in a small place 
like Robertstown.

CAST

Billy Allen
Ryan Slough

Cecelia Allen
Leigh Hill 

Tom Allen
Chriss Anglin

Mike
Joel Hebner
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Executive Producer/Writer/Director
David Yohe

310-990-9643 • dave@thebookoftomorrow.com

Producer/Post-Production Supervisor
Marcus Metsala

323-363-1348 • markusmetsala@hotmail.com

Co-Director of Photography/1st A.D.
Travis D. Martin

714-501-7031 • Martin.Travis.D@gmail.com

Editor
Johnnie Martinez

323-717-3389 • jomar225@hotmail.com

Assistant Editor/Dolly Grip
Tony Bisogno

661-492-1171 • tbisogno@itvn.com

Sound
Michael Kalifa

818-497-0382 • mkalifa@thebookoftomorrow.com

Gaffer
Simon England

818-983-7330 • simon.england@csun.edu

Key Grip
Bobby Woo

818-929-5865 • woozinski@yahoo.com

Best Boy Electric
Vong Chea

562-753-1335 • stuartchen24@gmail.com

Casting Director
Bernard Kira

323-360-2674 • bmkira@yahoo.com

Script Supervisor
Rosie Perez

323-547-4414 • jomar225@hotmail.com
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In the Fall Semester of 2005 Arri, Inc., the world’s largest manufacturer of motion picture cameras, 
initiated a new program with the CSUN Department of Cinema and Television Arts. The special 
program called The Arri 35mm Project provides the opportunity each semester for a selected senior 
level project in the Film Production Option to be produced in the 35mm motion picture format. 
Arri, Inc. will provide a new 35mm Arricam motion picture camera and lighting units for use by 
the selected group while other production services, post production services, and equipment are 
provided by various leading industry vendors such as Eastman Kodak, Fuji, Fotokem, J.L. Fisher, 
and Illumination Dynamics. The Arri 35mm Project also has a mentoring element. A professional 
cinematographer and member of the American Society of Cinematographers (A.S.C.), with an 
impressive body of work, will mentor those students involved in the photography of the selected 
motion picture. Barrio Thief and Neturei Karta: Guardians of the City, screening tonight, are 
participants in The Arri 35mm Project program.

The Arri 35mm 
Project

The CSUN Department of Cinema and Television Arts would like to also extend a special “Thank 
You” to Lacy Street Production Facility for their kindness and benevolence to The Arri 35mm 
Project Neturei Karta: Guardians of the City. Lacy Street Production Center is a unique back-lot 
studio with stages and sets. Its exterior façade was built in 1885 and still contains that rugged 
feel. It’s a diverse studio offering expansive diverse looks and features including both interior and 
exterior sets. From historic looking red brick alleys to jail sets, to court room sets, to lofts, etc., 
Lacy Street Production Center is often used by the major Hollywood studios. Lacy Street sets are 
prevalent in such feature films as Saw, Catch Me If You Can, Seabiscuit, L.A. Confidential, House 
of Sand and Fog, Mi Familia, Tumbleweeds, and many, many others.  

Lacy Street
Production Center
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Department of Cinema 
and Television Arts

www.ctva.csun.edu

Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication
California State University, Northridge

The Department of Cinema and Television Arts at 
California State University, Northridge provides 
students with academic and professional training 
for careers in the entertainment industries and 
educational/corporate media fields. 

Options/Minor: Film Production

   Screenwriting 
  
   Media Theory and Criticism 

   Television Production
   
   Radio Production
   
   Multimedia Production 

   Electronic Media Management 

   Electronic Media Management Minor 

Faculty: Eric Edson, Bob Gustafson, Michael Hoggan, Temma Kramer, 
 Alexis Krasilovsky, Frederick Kuretski, Kenneth Portnoy, 
 Jared Rappaport, Mary Schaffer, John Schultheiss, Jon Stahl, 
 Nate Thomas, Thelma Vickroy, Dianah Wynter.

The major prepares students for creative and management careers in commercial or 
public radio, television, film, and multimedia positions, as well as related scholarly areas. 
The program is strongly committed to a balance between theoretical and practical 
education.

Degrees Offered:  B.A. in Cinema and Television Arts 
    (seven options and one minor)
            M.A. in Screenwriting.

C
TVA D

epartm
ent
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The facilities in Manzanita Hall offer CTVA 
students the opportunity to produce films 
in a professional environment.  

16mm cameras (Arriflex, Eclair, Cinema 
Products, and Bolex), grip equipment, 
and portable lighting, are housed and 
maintained by the engineering staff and are 
available for checkout to film students.

The Film Stage includes a complete light-
ing package with dimmers.  A J.L. Fisher 10 
Dolly with accessories is kept on the stage 
for use in student projects. The 40’ x 56’ 
production area is fully sound proofed and 
encircled with two movable cycloramas in 
blue and black.  The adjoining scene shop 
is available for construction and storage 
of sets and props.

A two-wall green-screen hard cyc cove is available for special effects 
production in an adjoining Insert Stage.

Post-production editing is done using 
either Avid or Final Cut Pro non-linear 
editing stations.  These are available 
for student use in both bullpen and 
private suite environments. Senior 
film production students edit in the 
Hollywood Foreign Press Association 
Senior Film Editing Suite which houses 
an Avid Media Composer Adrenaline 
System.

Grants are available through the department for 
completion money to conform negatives to the 
decision list and to create release prints.

For titling and special efffects students use the 
Paul Hunter Visual Effects/Film Graphics Room, 
featuring state-of-the-art digital animation and 
titling creation utilizing 3-D Max, Combustion, and 
After Effects software programs.C
TV
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The Film Sound Mixing Facility features an ADR/Foley Stage complex and a multitrack 
digital sound mixing room with Pro Tools technology and rear screen projection.

Each year, the best works produced by CTVA film students are showcased at a special 
screening at the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. Industry representatives are 
invited to evaluate the work.

Students in the CTVA television program 
work in a 40’ x 60’ television studio with 
adjacent Scene Shop.  The television 
studio contains 4 state-of-the-art Hitachi 
Z3000 digital television cameras with 
telepromters, an extensive lighting 
package with dimmers, and movable blue, 
white, and black cycloramas.

Overlooking the studio is the Video Con-
trol Room which contains a Ross Digital 
Switcher with digital video effects. The ad-
jacent Sound Room is housed with a Sony 
digital audio board, a digicart machine, 
and instant replay capability.

The Master Control Room has a character 
generator and still store and supports 
recording and playback in Betacam SP, 
DVC Pro, DVCAM, DV, Umatic, and VHS 
video formats.

Television students can also check out 
from the Equipment Room an array of 
portable digital cameras, as well as lights 
and support equipment, are available for 
field work .

Television students edit in Individual 
Editing Suites, with Final Cut Pro being the 
preferred system.  

Completed programs are regularly 
broadcast on the local cable stations.
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The Department of Cinema and Television Arts’ 
Cinematheque is an innovative year-round 
film screening program housed in The Armer 
Theater, a state-of-the-art 130 seat motion 
picture theater on the CSUN campus.  The 
only venue of its kind in the San Fernando 
Valley, the Cinematheque presents thematically 
designed retrospectives of classic films, as well as 
aesthetically significant contemporary releases––
in conjunction with the appearance of featured 
guest artists for lectures and panel discussions.

In the lobby of The Armer Theater is the  
Gallery of Film Poster Art.  This film poster 
gallery creates an appropriate ambience 
to complement architect Robert Stern’s 
aesthetically pleasing edifice—and to 
provide a thematically suitable entrée 
to the CSUN Cinematheque.  The gallery 
is sustained by the internationally 
acclaimed Mike Kaplan Collection of over 
1500 pieces of vintage motion picture 
posters and movie art.

  The Cinematheque is a component of ARTS NORTHRIDGE.

For more information, please contact:
The Department of Cinema and Television Arts.

(818) 677-3193 (Phone) (818) 677-4919 (Fax)
www.cinematheque.csun.edu

Cinematheque.csun.edu
The Armer Theater
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The Hollywood Foreign Press Association
The Hollywood Foreign Press Association is extraordinarily generous in supporting educational programs 
nationally.  Over the past 12 years, the HFPA has given more than $6,500,000 in financial grants. For the 
third year in a row, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association has donated more than $1,000,000 in financial 
grants to film schools and non-profit organizations. These awards were announced during the Association’s 
Annual Installation Luncheon honoring its 2006-2007 slate of officers at the Beverly Hills Hotel. 

“We’re delighted that so many 
celebrities and community leaders 
were able to be with us today for 
our annual installation luncheon to 
celebrate the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association’s donations to 26 
outstanding film-related charities 
and educational institutions,” said 
HFPA president Phillip Berk. “We 
are proud that this year’s annual 
grants again exceed $1,000,000 and 
our total tally for grants given dur-
ing the last 12 years is more than 
$6,500,000. We are thrilled that the 
success of the Golden Globes allows 
us to be so generous.”© HFPA

HFPA

The event was moderated by Felicity Huffman, who  announced grants to California State University, 
Northridge Dept. of Cinema and Television Arts; American Film Institute; CalArts School of Film/Video; 
California State University, Long Beach Department of Film and Electronic Arts; California State University, 
Los Angeles; UCLA School of Theatre, Film and Television; and Columbia University School of the Arts.  
Celebrities attending the event included  Annette Bening, Bill Condon, Jenna Elfman, James Franco, Dustin 
Hoffman, Lisa Kudrow, Diane Lane, Jack Nicholson, Edward James Olmos, Christina Ricci, Mark Ruffalo 
and Forest Whitaker.

© HFPAFelicity Huffman announced the grant to California State University, Northridge.  
She is photographed with fellow presenters Dustin Hoffman and Jack Nicholson.

®

  
The Hollywood Foreign Press Association is known worldwide for its Golden Globe 
Awards at the end of January every year.  However, in between those televised gala 
events, the HFPA members—all working journalists—spend the rest of the year 
interviewing film and television personalities and telling the world about various 
aspects of show business. 

Historical Context.  It all began in the early 1940s, a time riddled with contradictions.  
The world was in flames, Pearl Harbor had drawn America into the World War, atomic 
fission had succeeded, soldiers and civilians were dying by the millions—and in Hol-
lywood, strangely enough, creativity was at an all-time high.  Audiences, hungry 
for diversions, were seeking out films honoring figures of heroic dimensions, stories 
offering inspiration and entertainment to those who were coping with pain, loss, 
fear, worry, and despair.  The release of the film Casablanca coincided with the Allied 
occupation of Casablanca (1942).  In the midst of this, a handful of non-American 
journalists tried to get reports through to their home countries and began helping 
each other, sharing contacts and material. 

Already in 1928, the Hollywood Association of Foreign Correspondents (HAFCO) had 
been formed, and, in 1935, The Foreign Press Society appeared briefly.  Both termi-
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nated abruptly, although HAFCO had a fleeting moment 
of fame when celebrities such as Charlie Chaplin and Mary 
Pickford showed up at the HAFCO International Ball at 
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel.  One thing was clear: the idea 
of banding together was not only healthy but necessary.  
In 1943, a number of respected foreign journalists started 
the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, instigated by 
the correspondent for the British Daily Mail.  In 1950, a 
group of working newspaper men and women, most of 
whom were founding members, withdrew, and formed the 
Foreign Press Association with strict rules for membership.  
The two associations existed side by side and frequently 
interacted until 1955, when the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association united actively working reporters from both 
groups, now with definite guidelines and requirements for 
membership, active and affiliate.

      Dagmar Dunlevy 
Photo©Eric Charbonneau/BEI

Each year the members are required to present recent by-lined articles for continued active status and 
participation in the association’s activities, which include more than two hundred annual interview op-

The California State University, 
Northridge Department of Cinema 
and Television Arts would like to es-
pecially thank Ms. Dagmar Dunlevy,  
Hollywood Foreign Press Association, 
for her continuing dedicated support 
of our program and students. 

© HFPA

portunities with leading actors, 
directors, and writers working in 
motion pictures and television.  
There are also set visits, partici-
pation in press days in other cities 
within (and occasionally outside) 
the United States, as well as film 
festivals in other countries where 
one important duty of those at-
tending is to scout for interesting 
foreign language films to screen 
for HFPA members; another is 
to establish cultural exchanges 
with directors, actors, jurors and 
fellow journalists around the 
world.  In order to vote on the 
association’s annual awards, the 
Golden Globes, members see well 
over 250 domestic films released 
each year, along with foreign 
language films, motion pictures 
made for television, and prime 
time television series.

© HFPA

Dustin Hoffman

HFPA President Philip Berk (R) presents actor Jack Nicholson with the check for 
The Film Foundation as they attend the HFPA annual installation luncheon.
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SPECIAL THANKS
The CSUN Student Film Showcase is made possible through a grant from the CSUN 
Associated Students Instructionally Related Activities Committee, scholarship awards 
by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and with the generous help of the 
following:

Professor Nate Thomas Showcase Director/Head, Film Production Option
Mark Schaubert Showcase Producer

Professor Fred Kuretski Showcase Founder/Sr. Film Production Faculty
Professor Temma Kramer Sr. Film Production Faculty
Professor Michael Hoggan Film Production Faculty
Professor Ken Portnoy Film Production Faculty
Dr. Fred Ginsberg Adjunct Film Production Faculty
Richard Ollis Adjunct Film Production Faculty
Jenée Muyeau Adjunct Film Production Faculty
Joel Kranz Adjunct Film Production Faculty
Professor Jon Stahl Head, Screenwriting Option
Professor Thelma Vickroy Head, Radio/Television Production Options
Professor Mary Schaffer Head, Multimedia Production Option
Professor Eric Edson Graduate Coordinator, Screenwriting
Dr. Robert Gustafson Head, Electronic Media Management Option
Dr. John Schultheiss CTVA Department Chair/
  Head, Media Theory and Criticism Option
Professor Elizabeth Sellers Department of Music

Dr. Jolene Koester President, California State University, Northridge
Dr. Harry Hellenbrand  Provost, California State University, Northridge
Professor David Moon Interim Dean, 
     Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication
Dr. William Toutant
Professor Karen Kearns Associate Dean, 
     Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication
Laila Asgari  Manager, Academic Resources
     Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication
Cathleen Fager

Fred Johnson KCSN-FM
Carmen Ramos Chandler Director, CSUN News and Information
Brenda Roberts CSUN Public Relations
David Crandall  Manager, Associated Students
Gailya Brown University Advancement

Mary Hendriks CTVA Administrative Analyst
Andrea Marques-Perez  CTVA Office Staff
Kathleen McWilliams CTVA Office Staff

Steve Gutierriez  Chief, CTVA Engineering
Michael Bryant CTVA Engineering
George Johnson CTVA Engineering
Valerie Sand
William Wilson CTVA Engineering
	
Phil Chow Cover Design
David Sonnenschein Sound Design Consultant
Mark Woods Cinematography  Consultant

Our appreciation is also extended for the support of our student filmmakers by 
Panavision, Matchframe, Dolby Laboratories, Kodak, 

Fuji, and Magic Film and Video.
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