
OPEN



TA B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

Graduate Education and Research at CSUN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 - 10

Why Choose CSUN Graduate Programs for Midcareer Professionals  .  .  .  .  .  . 11 - 20 

CSUN Graduate Degrees and Post-Baccalaureate Certificates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21 - 26

Employers, Let’s Talk About Possibilities . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .27



Explore

Possibilities with

California State University, Northridge



1

G
ra

du
at

e 
Ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
at

 C
SU

N

Graduate Education and Research at 
California State University, Northridge
A Resource for Regional Business and Industry
For many years, California State University, Northridge (CSUN) has provided exceptional education . 
CSUN graduates hold leading roles in many professions and industries . This is true regionally, 
nationally and internationally . 

Over the past decade, CSUN’s reputation has rapidly spread across the globe . Each year, the 
university’s excellent undergraduate and graduate education, as well as its distinctive research,  
gains powerful new ground .

The Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities and the Coalition of Urban Serving 
Universities awarded CSUN a $50,000 grant in 2017 for CSUN’s Neighborhood Partners 
in Action (NPA) program . The grant is one of 12 awarded to public institutions across the 
country to advance university-community partnerships as a way to boost student success . 

 ★ U.S. News & World Report ranks CSUN 20th in 
its 2017 list of Top Public Schools in the 
Western United States .

 ★ CSUN ranks among North America’s 
Top 25 Rising Star Institutions for 
research publications, 2012-2015 .  
CSUN is the only public California university 
included on this list, created by Nature Index .  

 ★ The National Science Foundation ranked CSUN 
in the top 50 nationally of baccalaureate 
institutions of origin whose Hispanic/Latino 
graduates earn science and engineering 
doctorate degrees (2010-2014), as well as 
ranking CSUN in the top half percentile 
nationally for total research and development 
expenditures in science and engineering .
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Music professor Ric Alviso, Ph .D ., computer science professor Gloria Melara, Ph .D ., and 
Ani Nahapetian, Ph .D ., associate professor of computer science, received $124,231 from 
the Association of American Colleges and Universities for a project, “Learning to Code 
by Making Music:  The Introduction of Computer Science Coursework with World Music 
Applications for the Retention of Underrepresented Students in STEM .”

 ★ CSUN ranks 13th nationally in the 2017 Social 
Mobility Index (SMI) rankings . California 
ranks first by state in 2017 SMI rankings .

 ★ Diverse Issues in Higher Education ranks 
CSUN in the 2016 Top 200 Degree Producers 
nationally for awards of baccalaureate degrees 
to Hispanic/Latino students in math, biology 
and biomedical sciences .

 ★ CSUN ranked alongside USC and NYU on  
The Hollywood Reporter’s Top 25 Film Schools 
in the U .S ., and listed on Variety’s  
Top 30 Film schools in the World .

 ★ The Hollywood Reporter ranks CSUN’s 
Department of Music among the country’s  
Top 25 music schools — alongside The Juilliard 
School and Berklee College of Music .

“Basic and applied research, scholarship and creative activity thrive throughout 
California State University, Northridge. This is why the journal Nature recognized 
CSUN as one of the top 25 rising stars in scientific research. At CSUN, students – 
at both the undergraduate and graduate level – work alongside faculty, pursuing 
knowledge and solutions to the challenges facing our region, our nation and our 
world. This distinctive and unique environment prepares students to positively 
impact society and realize career success. Research elevates CSUN’s students 
and, through them, Los Angeles and beyond.”

– Dianne F. Harrison, Ph.D., president, California State University, Northridge
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CSUN Research Drives Economic Growth
CSUN focuses on research that directly impacts innovation and practice in key fields and 
industries. CSUN faculty members work directly with major regional corporations and funding 
agencies to define challenges and conduct research that will have a significant and lasting impact .

CSUN’s research matches current demands for innovation and agility in today’s economy .  
This research is in the areas of:

• adaptive technologies
• advanced manufacturing
• artificial intelligence
• augmented and virtual reality
• bioscience
• biotech and biomedical 
• cancer
• chemistry
• clean and renewable energy
• computer engineering
• digital and social media
• economic development

• entrepreneurship and business development
• food and nutrition
• genetics
• global business and trade
• health sciences and health care
• innovation and solution design
• physics 
• product development
• sustainability and resources management
• transportation
• water resources 

• and more

The sidebars of this publication feature a small sampling of recent and current CSUN 
research projects . To explore a more comprehensive list of CSUN’s currently funded 
research, please visit www .csun .edu/faculty/scholarship . And for CSUN faculty profiles 
and research interests, see www .csun .edu/faculty .

In 2015, CSUN received an EDDY Award for Educational Leadership, celebrating 
the university’s exceptional public and private leadership in L.A. County 
economic development. 

In recognition, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti had the following to say: “I know 
firsthand CSUN’s importance – not just for the communities of the San Fernando 
Valley, but for all of Los Angeles. With more than 300,000 alumni, there are few 
institutions with a greater footprint on L.A.’s economic development.”

CSUN Research, 
Innovation and Grants   

The following few examples 
illustrate the range and complex-
ity of CSUN research . These proj-
ects, and ones like them, offer 
tremendous value to business, 
industry, government, regional 
professionals and associations, 
economic and community devel-
opment leaders and more . 

Backed by an $18.5 million 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation (NSF), Physics 
professor Nicholas Kioussis, 
Ph .D ., is using computational 
physics to probe the nanoscale 
for radical new forms of 
energy and material . A lineup 
of diverse researchers — some 
physicists, some students — join 
Professor Kioussis at CSUN’s 
W .M . Keck Center to conduct 
transformative research on 
particles often smaller than a  
single strand of DNA .

http://www.csun.edu/faculty/scholarship
http://www.csun.edu/faculty
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The majority of today’s corporations and public sector agencies have a limited ability to support major 
research and development programs . Instead, universities like CSUN are increasingly providing the 
sophisticated research and development infrastructure needed to compete in today’s regional and 
global contexts .  

This approach allows businesses to tap a wide range of research expertise across a large number of 
fields and disciplines . Such range grows more important as the needs of markets and organizations 
change – as they quickly do in the contemporary marketplace .

CSUN is prepared to work with regional, national and international organizations to explore 
options for contractual arrangements for targeted and applied research projects. CSUN laborato-
ries and specialized research spaces, as well as its unique technological resources and expert faculty, 
feature prominently in such projects . Additionally, CSUN can create teams that blend the expertise of 
client organizations and CSUN faculty .

CSUN is part of the CSU5 initiative, a consortium of five California State Universities 
in Los Angeles County  (Dominguez Hills, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, 
Pomona) . This initiative gives businesses access to university resources, innovation 
and research linked to economic and community development . The five campuses 
work across institutional lines to provide educational and research opportunities .

CSUN embraces its responsibility to inspire innovation and stimulate 
prosperity in our globally connected urban setting. The university offers 
dynamic resources to support a wide array of economic and technological 
development – from custom-designed education for employees to faculty-led 
research in state-of-the-art labs and facilities, to producing industry-specific 
studies. Academic excellence in graduate education, robust practical research, 
and a deep commitment to its mission as a community-engaged institution 
make CSUN a highly valued asset to fuel our expanding economy.

– Julia Potter, director for Strategic Partnerships and Special Initiatives, Office 
of the President, CSUN; member of the board of directors, University Economic 
Development Association (UEDA)

In CSUN’s Developmental 
Oncogene Laboratory, Jonathan 
Kelber, Ph .D ., is conducting 
groundbreaking breast and 
pancreatic cancer research . 
The National Institutes of 
Health recently awarded 
Kelber, an associate professor 
of Biology, a prestigious four-
year, $1.46 million grant to 
support his research team in 
their ongoing efforts .

Physics professor Debi Prasad 
Choudhary, Ph .D ., is using a 
National Science Foundation 
grant to research the use 
of modern ground-based 
instruments to study 3D 
structures of the magnetic field . 
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CSUN Centers and Institutes
CSUN is home to more than 40 centers and institutes . In these hubs of innovation, students, 
faculty and professionals conduct research, perform community service and carry out the 
university’s most creative work . Demonstrating strength and vision in business, engineering, social 
and physical sciences, health, and education, our faculty is driving innovation in entrepreneurship, 
manufacturing, disability services, and community development . Specialists in entertainment, 
visual media, economics, sustainability, nutrition, and policy are key contributors to their fields .

Below are some examples of CSUN’s outstanding centers and institutes . For a full list, please visit 
www .csun .edu/research-graduate-studies/centers-institutes-directory . 

Bookstein Institute for Higher Education in Taxation
www .csun .edu/bookstein-institute
This institute delivers high-quality graduate education in taxation for midcareer professionals . It 
also provides much-needed controversy resolution and education-related services to low-income 
taxpayers and small businesses . And through the renowned CSUN VITA clinic, the institute offers 
free tax preparation services to low-income taxpayers in the community .

Center for Assessment, Research, and Evaluation (CARE)
www .csun .edu/center-for-assessment-research-evaluation
CARE’s mission is to design and conduct evaluations of extramurally and intramurally funded 
projects for faculty, staff and academic/administrative campus units; procure new extramural 
funds through grants and contracts; and provide assessment, research and evaluation services/
opportunities for faculty, students, staff and the surrounding community .

Center for Cancer and Developmental Biology 
www .csun .edu/center-for-cancer-developmental-biology
The center promotes teaching and research in areas concerned with cancer and developmental 
biology . It supports courses and workshops for students, K-12 teachers and the community, and 
provides research experiences for undergraduate and graduate students . The center has received  
26 awards and honors, including a U .S . Presidential Award, presented to the center’s former 
director, Dr . Stephen Oppenheimer, at a special White House ceremony . 

In cooperation with NASA-JPL, 
Susan Belgrad, Ed .D ., professor 
of Elementary Education, is 
using exciting educational 
content to promote NASA 
missions to educators and 
academic professionals .

Under a National Science 
Foundation grant, Physics 
professor Igor Beloborodov, 
Ph .D ., is conducting 
research on numerous 
nanotechnologies – from 
the heating effects in 
infinitesimal structures,  
to nanoscale magnetism  
and superconductivity.  
His research involves 
university and national 
laboratory partnerships .

http://www.csun.edu/research-graduate-studies/centers-institutes-directory
http://www.csun.edu/bookstein-institute
http://www.csun.edu/center-for-assessment-research-evaluation
http://www.csun.edu/center-for-cancer-developmental-biology
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Center for Geospatial Science and Technology 
www .csun .edu/cgst
This interdisciplinary research center uses Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to find innovative 
solutions to real-world problems, including those related to practical applications and education . The 
center serves as a leader and catalyst for the advancement of GIS technology for academic institutions, 
private industry and the public sector . It provides quality services and offers students an opportunity to 
develop skills that further their educational experience and prepare them for the working world . Services 
include education and training in geospatial technology and implementing customized GIS solutions . 

Center for Visual Communication (VISCOM) 
www .viscomcenter .com
VISCOM is CSUN’s on-campus, student-run creative agency . It provides design for brands and 
media for a wide range of regional, national and global clients . VISCOM combines teaching and 
research with students, faculty and industry professionals, who work together on real-world projects .

Center on Disabilities (COD) 
www .csun .edu/cod  
COD uses training, innovation and cutting-edge research to improve the world for people with 
disabilities . The center sponsors assistive technology training programs to expand the awareness of 
professionals and introduce newcomers to the disability field . It also hosts a renowned international 
conference on developments, research and applications in the field of assistive technology .

Central American Research and Policy Institute (CARPI) 
www .csun .edu/central-american-research-policy-institute
This institute develops research, policy and knowledge supporting the socioeconomic, cultural and 
civic development of the transnational Central American community . CARPI establishes ongoing 
relationships with other entities in the United States and Central America . Policy development and 
academic research includes issues of common concern, such as immigration, civil society, economic 
development and cultural identity of Central Americans .

“With its strong collection of 2.1 million volumes, more than 84,000 online 
journals and more than 200 specialized digital databases, CSUN’s Oviatt 
Library supports both teaching and research at CSUN. Without access to 
these magnificent resources, both graduate education and applied research 
at CSUN would be greatly diminished.”

– Mark Stover, dean, Oviatt Library

Funded by the National 
Institutes of Health, Yann 
Schrodi, Ph .D ., associate 
professor of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, is hunting for 
cheaper, nontoxic alternatives 
to the rare transitional metals 
currently needed to produce 
many drugs and treatments.

Backed by the U .S . Department 
of Agriculture, Chhandak Basu, 
Ph .D ., associate professor of 
Biology, is probing a range of 
fuels, chemicals and materials 
to develop a sustainable 
bioenergy system .

http://www.csun.edu/center-for-geographical-studies
http://www.viscomcenter.com/
http://www.csun.edu/cod
http://www.csun.edu/central-american-research-policy-institute
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Energy Research Center 
www .csun .edu/energy-research-center
This center promotes research and development projects in new or alternative energy source, 
and encourages conservation and sustainable practices at CSUN . The center is creating a path for 
engagement between the government, academia and industry, with energy research and manage-
ment at the center of its efforts . It hosted the inaugural California Renewable Energy and Storage 
Technology conference in 2012 and has continued annually .

Ernie Schaeffer Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
www .ecs .csun .edu/cie
Dedicated to the use of innovation and entrepreneurship in education and applied research, this 
center leverages partnerships in engineering, technology and business to develop cutting-edge 
products, systems and practices . It helps CSUN students, faculty, alumni and community members 
access educational programs, engage in team building exercises and participate in networking 
events . The center provides facilities for making prototypes, technology transfer services and 
forming technical and business partnerships .

Entertainment Industry Institute
www .csun .edu/mike-curb-arts-media-communication/entertainment-industry-institute
The institute coordinates and supports campus programs involving the entertainment industry . 
It promotes closer ties between the Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication and the 
entertainment industry . It also works with the entertainment industry to advance the artistic, 
cultural and economic life of the surrounding community .

“Health and Human Development students share a desire to help others. Academic study, 
practical experience, volunteer opportunities, advising and mentorship all play a role in 
our students’ success. Our students perform internships at local hospitals and health care 
facilities, teach community members about nutrition and budgeting at local farmers 
markets, and motivate community members to discover – and rediscover – personal vitality 
at city and state parks. Even at the undergraduate levels, our students get opportunities 
to present research both on campus and at professional conferences. As an example, 
Radiologic Sciences student Traci Henderson recently presented a poster on breast cancer 
screening imaging at the National Radiologic Technologists Conference in Las Vegas and 
won first place. The process of earning an academic degree is transformational at any stage 
of life. Our students graduate ready for their careers and ready for life.”

– Farrell J. Webb, dean, College of Health and Human Development

With a recent grant from the 
National Institutes of Health, 
Biology professor Lisa R . Banner, 
Ph .D ., is conducting research  
to understand and treat  
diabetic neuropathy . 

Computer Science professor 
Shan Barkataki, Ph .D ., 
is exposing students to 
enterprise computing 
systems – the same as those 
used by large organizations, 
including major tech firms . 
These students gain access to 
restricted systems and write 
code for academic, research 
and professional purposes . 

Sociology professor David 
Boyns, Ph .D ., is using funding 
from the National Education 
Association to research 
theatre as a therapeutic 
intervention for teens on 
the autism spectrum .

http://www.csun.edu/energy-research-center
http://www.ecs.csun.edu/cie/index.html
http://www.csun.edu/mike-curb-arts-media-communication/entertainment-industry-institute
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Institute for Sustainability 
www .csun .edu/sustainability/institute
Working with stakeholders across campus, this institute integrates sustainability into all aspects of the 
university – from operations and infrastructure to outreach, education and research . Communicating a 
clean, sustainable message is an integral part of the institute’s many ongoing efforts . 

Marilyn Magaram Center for Food Science, Nutrition and Dietetics 
www .csun .edu/marilyn-magaram-center
Through research and evaluation technologies, as well as other hands-on practice, this center trains 
current and future nutrition professionals to assess food quality and perform community service 
in the field . At the center, students study the effects of biological and chemical treatments on foods 
and engage in outreach projects, such as visits to low-income communities to show families how to 
make nutritious and inexpensive meals . The center’s campus facility has an advanced food science 
laboratory and food preparation space .

Wells Fargo Center for Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
www .csun .edu/busecon/wells-fargo-center-small-business-entrepreneurship
The Wells Fargo Center supports research in the academic and applied areas of small business 
and entrepreneurship . The center creates opportunities for students, faculty and professionals to 
network, exchange ideas and engage in small business and entrepreneurial activities . CSUN alumni 
and successful entrepreneurs are encouraged to serve as guest lecturers, event speakers, competition 
judges and mentors . 

“The College of Science and Mathematics has traditionally been a leader in 
research and currently represents about 40 percent of CSUN’s external funding. 
The faculty members recognize both their obligation to create and disseminate 
new knowledge and their responsibility to provide students with hands-on training 
in math and science. A vibrant, college-wide research program achieves both of 
these goals, as well as benefiting the local economy. Research will continue to 
be the foundation of the College of Science and Mathematics, and newly created 
initiatives are aimed at ensuring its expansion.”

– Jerry N. Stinner, dean, College of Science and Mathematics
Using CSUN’s high-resolution 
mass spectrometer – housed 
in the university’s PLASMA 
lab – Joshua Schwartz, 
Ph .D ., associate professor of 
Geological Sciences, is studying 
the isotrope ratios of uranium 
and lead within minerals in 
molten rocks .  

Associate professor of Biology 
David Bermudes, Ph .D ., is 
attempting to harness the 
potential of salmonella 
bacteria to selectively kill 
tumor cells . His work is funded 
by a grant from the National 
Institutes of Health . 

http://www.csun.edu/sustainability/institute/
http://www.csun.edu/health-human-development/marilyn-magaram-center-food-science-nutrition-and-dietetics
http://www.csun.edu/busecon/wells-fargo-center-small-business-entrepreneurship
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Graduate Education at CSUN
Access to Exceptional Advanced Professional Education
In Fall 2017, more than 4,000 students were enrolled in CSUN graduate programs . That same 
semester, nearly 700 students enrolled in post-baccalaureate credential programs . A growing 
number of CSUN’s 85+ graduate-study programs are focused on advanced professional education 
at the master’s and doctoral levels.

CSUN’s robust, expanding research means that graduate faculty not only engages in traditional 
scholarships and publications, but also in cutting-edge research in diverse fields and industries . 
This keeps members up-to-date on current professional practice and ensures knowledge of 
emerging, field-related issues – especially those of leading organizations, firms and agencies .

Many of CSUN’s professionally focused graduate programs also feature convenient scheduling 
for working adults. For example, CSUN’s nationally recognized Michael D . Eisner College of 
Education offers programs at the credential, master’s and doctoral levels, all scheduled to meet  
the needs of working teachers and school administrators .

Similarly, CSUN’s David Nazarian College of Business and Economics offers its highly regarded 
Master of Business Administration (MBA) program with a thoughtfully conceived range of 
specializations . These professionally focused programs prepare graduates to assume senior roles  
in a wide range of high demand fields .

For a complete list of CSUN graduate programs, see pages 21 – 26 or visit Graduate Studies at  
www .csun .edu/research-graduate-studies .

“We are proud of our exceptional graduate programs in the Michael D. Eisner 
College of Education, where comprehensive and meaningful applied learning in 
the field is linked to best educational and research practices with demonstrated 
outcome success. As a result, our graduates are innovators in teaching, 
counseling, administration and related fields, and are known for their excellence 
in creativity, collaboration, inclusiveness and ingenuity toward developing new, 
effective and exciting pathways at the forefront of their professions.” 

– Shari Tarver Behring, interim dean, Michael D. Eisner College of Education

Health Sciences professor 
Sloane C . Burke, Ph .D ., is 
principal investigator on a grant 
funded by the U .S . Department 
of Education to address the 
gap in success of Hispanic 
graduate students .

Special Education professor 
Nancy D . Burstein, Ph .D ., is 
principal investigator on a 
three-year Teacher Quality 
Partnership grant from the 
U .S . Department of Education 
to prepare special education 
teachers for high-need 
schools in the Los Angeles 
Unified School District .

http://www.csun.edu/research-graduate-studies/graduate-studies


10

G
ra

du
at

e 
Ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
at

 C
SU

N
 

Although most working adults recognize the need to earn advanced degrees, many find it difficult to 
study in traditional educational formats .

To address this need, many private and for-profit institutions offer advanced-degree programs 
in formats that serve the working adult . However, many of these institutions lack CSUN’s superb 
academic reputation . And most private and/or for-profit programs often cost much more as well . 

CSUN has responded to the changing educational needs of working adults by creating a special 
college – CSUN’s Tseng College: Graduate, International and Midcareer Education (CSUN’s Tseng 
College) – to work in partnership with the university’s other academic colleges to provide flexible and 
affordable advanced professional education .

As a result, students in programs for midcareer professionals gain the advantage of CSUN’s excep-
tional graduate-degree programs . These programs feature carefully crafted curricula, designed with 
the most effective modes of instruction, delivery and support for midcareer professionals .

For a list of programs designed specifically for midcareer adults , see pages 21 – 26 .

“Graduate programs in our college bring together a faculty of creative professionals 
and intellectual leaders with an inquisitive and diverse student body to explore critical 
issues in arts, media, and communication through innovative creative work and 
thoughtful research and scholarship. Our programs cover a wide range of disciplines, 
preparing students to lead in the music industry, to excel in contemporary art, music, 
and cinematic storytelling, to explore the developments in modern media and theatre, 
and to delve into aspects of communication that are critical to navigating our world. 
This all takes place in the heart of one of the world’s great centers for arts, culture, and 
entertainment, providing a powerful experience for our students and enriching the 
cultural and intellectual life of greater Los Angeles.”

– Dan Hosken, dean, Mike Curb College of Arts, Media and Communication Physics professor Ana C . 
Cadavid, Ph .D ., is working on a 
National Science Foundation 
program called STEPS (Students 
Targeting Engineering and 
Physical Science) . The program 
seeks to increase retention 
and success in engineering 
and physical science degree 
programs, diversify the 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) 
workforce, and foster 
research and curriculum on 
sustainability issues .
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Why Choose CSUN Graduate Programs 
for Midcareer Professionals
CSUN degree and certificate programs offered through CSUN’s Tseng College have features of high 
value for anyone seeking a graduate degree with academic quality and links to professional practice . 
Features of importance include the following:

CSUN Faculty and the Approach to Instruction
When it comes to graduate study, the quality of the faculty and its commitment to teaching midcareer 
professionals are first and foremost . CSUN is an institution where excellence in teaching counts as 
much as outstanding research and scholarship . 

With many providers flooding today’s market, it is increasingly difficult to verify their credibility . 
With CSUN, one of the largest public universities in California, there is no question of its enduring 
excellence, distinction and solid reputation .

By combining traditional scholarship and applied research, CSUN’s faculty offer an advanced 
education grounded in current professional practices . The university’s programs feature solutions  
to the many challenges facing professionals and organizations .

CSUN engages leading practitioners and employers, offering programs that create a comprehensive 
and engaged learning experience. These programs build on the experience of midcareer professionals, 
linking them to conversations and research at the forefronts of their fields, while preparing them for 
leadership roles after graduation .

“Over the last decade, the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences has, in 
collaboration with faculty across the campus, had as its mission the development 
of innovative programs that combine vigorous academic study with professional 
application so that we train professionals who are current and competitive 
highly skilled critical thinkers capable of exploring new ideas with skill sets and 
competencies that meet and anticipate the demands and opportunities of the 
changing urban workplace, the region and the global economy.”

– Stella Theodoulou, interim provost and vice president for Academic Affairs and 
former dean, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences

CSUN received a five-year,  
$500,000 National Science 
Foundation grant in 2017 
to advance business 
entrepreneurship and 
innovation .  The Innovation 
Corps (I-Corps) grant 
supports STEM and business 
entrepreneurship activities 
at CSUN .  Student teams 
explore an idea, product 
or service to determine its 
viability on the commercial 
market . CSUN collaborates 
with San Diego State 
University, USC and UCLA 
on this project .
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Curriculum Designed with Care and Foresight  
– A Substantial Educational Return for the Investment
When CSUN considers developing and offering a CSUN graduate degree program through its Tseng 
College, CSUN faculty and distinguished practitioners are convened to work collaboratively on 
developing a forefront curriculum that will give those who enroll in the degree program a number of 
specific, professionally focused advantages . 

These include, among many things, new knowledge in the field, as well as advanced conceptual skills, 
such as the ability to analyze information, define and solve problems, rethink standard practices, and 
develop leadership and innovation skills . It also means integrating the distinctive experience of each 
midcareer professional enrolled in each program into the projects and assignments in the courses to 
better prepare program graduates for increasingly professional positions and for roles as thought 
leaders and innovators in their fields .  

CSUN’s graduate programs, especially those designed for midcareer professionals (working adults), 
are significant resources for professionals looking to enter new fields or advance in their current one .   
With this aim in mind, nearly all programs for midcareer professionals offered by CSUN through its 
Tseng College are taught in the cohort format . 

With the CSUN cohort format, students proceed with the same cadre of fellow students from the 
start of the program to graduation. This creates a strong learning community that helps participants 
complete the program successfully and on time . It also provides a comprehensive learning experi-
ence, with each successive course building on the content of the last and laying the groundwork for 
those that follow .  In addition, the cohort format fosters lasting professional networking relationships 
between students as well as with the faculty . 

“CSUN’s David Nazarian College of Business and Economics provides its students with 
the exceptional technical and professional skills needed to positively impact the world 
of business in both Los Angeles and beyond. Graduates of our programs, especially at 
the master’s level, advance their organizations using the skills, values, competencies 
and networks they develop as students in the Nazarian College. They depart with the 
practical ability and the conceptual thinking to not only meet the demands of today’s 
business, but to innovate for the needs of tomorrow.”

– Chandra Subramaniam, dean, David Nazarian College of Business and Economics

CSUN is part of a five-year, 
$70 million federal grant to 
the Smart Manufacturing 
Leadership Coalition – a 
consortium of nearly 200 
academic, industry and 
nonprofit partners from more 
than 30 states . The initiative 
will accelerate advances in 
smart sensors and digital 
process controls, improve U .S . 
advanced manufacturing,  
and fuel industry growth  
and innovation .
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CSUN’s Distinctive “Stackable” Curricula Respond to Patterns of  
Change Over a Professional’s Career Span
A growing number of CSUN graduate-degree programs for midcareer professionals have a “stackable” 
curriculum . CSUN’s stackable curricula feature core courses for each graduate degree and also one or 
more integrated certificate program . These certificate programs can be taken as part of the degree 
program or, in some cases, separately for those who wish to earn just the CSUN graduate certificate. 

Graduates of CSUN degree programs with embedded certificates earn both the graduate degree and 
the certificate, adding to the clarity and career impact of their professional credentials .

Graduate-credit certificates – specifically those linked with CSUN master’s degrees for midcareer 
professionals – allow those with master’s degrees to add additional areas of specialization to their 
credentials over time .

This flexibility is increasingly valued in a global market where prepared, highly talented 
professionals are in great demand . Those who complete graduate-degree programs with stackable 
curricula finish with both the master’s degree and the linked graduate-credit certificate on their 
permanent transcripts . 

For a list of programs with “stackable” curricula , see pages 21 – 26 .

CSUN’s Degrees and Certificates for Midcareer Professionals  
Address the Cross-Disciplinary Needs of Professional Practice
CSUN designs programs that draw on the expertise of faculty from multiple fields and disciplines . 
This gives graduates the strongest professional preparation, and enables CSUN to develop innova-
tive programs – programs that address changing needs in the economy and have strong credibility 
with employers .

For example, the Master of Arts degree in Music Industry Administration is a collaborative endeavor, 
featuring faculty from both the Mike Curb College of Arts, Media and Communication, as well as the 
David Nazarian College of Business and Economics . They’re joined by leading practitioners in the 
contemporary music industry . At the forefront of its field, this program prepares professionals for 
successful music industry careers in the global marketplace .

A $362,223 grant from the 
California Department of 
Water Resources supported 
the project, “National 
Hydrography Dataset (NHD) 
Update and Training for 
California Department .”

A grant from the Office 
of Naval Research to 
Physics professor Gang 
Lu supported the project, 
“Large-scale Modeling of 
Electron Dynamics and 
Excitations in Functional 
and Structural Materials.”
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Well-Planned Scheduling for Midcareer Professionals
Most scheduling allows students to take one course at a time, enabling them to focus on the demands 
of each without distraction . Typically, these programs feature two courses per term in back-to-back, 
eight-week formats . Scheduling is year-round, meaning the typical master’s degree can be completed 
in less than two years .

Fully Online Degree Programs and Hybrid/Blended Programs
Many CSUN graduate programs for midcareer professionals are offered fully online, providing maxi-
mum flexibility of when and where to study . These programs unite students from across the nation 
and around the globe . Through the cohort format, each program builds a cohesive and supportive 
learning community for midcareer professionals .

CSUN’s fully online graduate-degree programs are taught by the same faculty and practitioners as 
the university’s on-campus programs. Online program accreditation and evaluation standards, as well 
as on-time graduation rates and student-success rates on licensing exams, are as high as their class-
room-delivered counterparts .  Offered through CSUN’s Tseng College, these fully online CSUN degree 
programs in a number of fields/disciplines have on-time graduation rates that average 85 percent or 
higher .  This is a remarkable level of student achievement fostered by the design of the programs, the 
strength of the cohort learning communities, the engagement of faculty, and the support services 
focused on student success for midcareer professionals enrolled in CSUN graduate programs .

Faculty collaborate with instructional design and educational technology professionals in CSUN’s 
distance learning unit . All faculty teaching in CSUN online programs receive individualized online 
course design and instructional strategy support to ensure instructional excellence and the smooth 
and effective use of online educational technology to enhance student engagement and student 
achievement .  CSUN’s professional distance-learning staff also provides training and start-to-finish 
technical support to students who enroll in CSUN’s online degree programs to further support 
student achievement .

Also highly valuable are “hybrid” graduate-degree programs, in which online instruction is 
blended with face-to-face instruction at off-campus locations . While online content predominates 
in CSUN’s hybrid model, the face-to-face component enables students to network with fellow profes-
sionals from different parts of their organization .

For a list of fully online  and hybrid  programs, see pages 21 – 26 .

The U .S . Department of 
Education awarded nearly 
$6 million over five years to 
CSUN for AIMS2 (Attract, 
Inspire, Mentor and Support 
Students) . This collaboration 
by CSUN and local community 
colleges will serve to 
increase the number of 
underrepresented students 
who study computer science 
and engineering . Professor S .K . 
Ramesh, Ph .D ., of the College 
of Engineering and Computer 
Science, leads the project .
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Exceptional Support Services – with a Personal Touch
Through CSUN’s Tseng College, the university is able to provide responsive student support services 
often found only at high-priced private universities . These services include program management 
teams and academic leads assigned to each program and cohort . Such specialists ensure ongoing,  
one-on-one support for administrative and academic issues . Students need only contact their 
assigned program coordinators to access the wider range of university services and to navigate  
all aspects of their relationship with the university – from application to graduation .

The application process is online and designed to allow quick response and early communication .  
For online programs, technical support is just an e-mail – or a call – away .

The education technology specialists assigned to each online program develop strong working 
relationships with those enrolled . Support comes from real people on campus, dedicated to ensuring 
student success through seamless, professional service .

A Commitment to Student Success: Starting is One Thing, Finishing is Another
Starting a graduate program is a big step . For working adults, however, the real value – and challenge 
– is in completing the program . This is why CSUN focuses on providing the outstanding program 
design and student support services needed to keep its graduation rates so remarkably high .

All CSUN programs offered through the university’s Tseng College are designed to ensure that 
participants meet their educational goals and succeed in graduating .

CSUN’s fully online degree programs have on-time graduation rates that average 85 percent or 
higher, with the Master of Science in Communicative Disorders reaching 93 .3 percent in 2016/2017 . 
In 2015-2016, graduates of CSUN’s fully online Master of Science in Communicative Disorders 
reached a 95 percent first-attempt pass rate for the PRAXIS Examination . This national licensure 
exam is required to practice in the field .

The first-attempt pass rate for the BCBA Exam for graduates of the Master of Science in Applied 
Behavior Analysis program reached 92 percent in 2017 . CSUN ranked seventh nationally in pass 
rates of this exam for first-time candidates . 

Students in the Department 
of Criminology and Justice 
Studies worked with the Los 
Angeles City Attorney’s Office 
to assess community justice 
programs . Their findings,  
which included detailed sug-
gestions for improvement, were 
presented at the City Attorney’s 
downtown office in 2018 .

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture awarded the 
College of Health and Human 
Development a $1 million 
grant to prepare future 
dieticians for the field’s 
emerging needs in 2017 .
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The Value Proposition
CSUN’s programs for midcareer professionals are funded in a way that allows the university to invest  
in features of high value to midcareer professionals that might not otherwise be possible . These include 
time invested in curriculum design, ongoing program reviews and updates, team teaching and field 
projects, online and off-site program delivery, cohort formats, extensive support services and more .

CSUN’s programs for midcareer professionals are self-supporting .  This means that the tuition for 
these programs is higher than for programs offered with state funding . However, students in these 
programs are not charged the full range of campus fees because they do not participate in typical 
student life programs and services .  Further, the tuition is typically well below private and/or  
for-profit providers of similar programs, which often do not include the many advantages offered  
by CSUN as a major public university . 

The 2016/2017 On-Time Graduation Rates for  
CSUN’s Self-Support Programs for Midcareer Professionals

M .S . Applied Behavior Analysis 97 .3%

M .S . Assistive Technology Studies and Human Services (online) 73 .3%

M .S . Communicative Disorders (online) 93 .3%

M .A . Music Industry Administration 83 .1%

Master of Public Administration (online) 69 .9%

Master of Public Administration (off-campus) 81 .9%

Master of Public Health (online) 76 .4%

Master of Social Work (online) 93 .2%

Master of Social Work (off-campus) 94 .2%

M .S . Taxation 87 .5%

B .A . Public Sector Management (off-campus) 85 .3%

Graduate Credit Certificate in Business Administration 63 .8%

Credit Certificate of Preparation for Advanced Studies in Communication 
Disorders and Sciences (online) 83 .9%

Certificate of Advanced Professional Development in Radiologic 
Technology:  CT/MRI (online) 100%

Certificate of Advanced Professional Development in Speech-Language 
Pathology Assistant Fieldwork (online and clinical setting) 100%

CSUN ranked 16th in the 
list of “Best Online Master’s 
in Social Work Programs” 
(2017) by BestColleges .com . 
Go Grad ranked CSUN online 
MSW online program ninth in 
the nation (2016) in its “Top 
Online Master’s in Social 
Work” list . CSUN is ranked 
sixth nationally in the Online 
Schools Center 2015 list of 
“Top 20 Online Masters of 
Social Work Programs .”

A study by Beacon Economics 
LLC placed CSUN’s economic 
and social impact on the 
State of California as gener-
ating $1.9 billion annually 
through spending and labor 
income and creating more 
than 11,700 jobs . 
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Advantages and Options for  
Regional Employers
CSUN Research, Graduate Programs and Advanced Professional Education for 
Midcareer Professionals 
CSUN is committed to making a positive and significant impact on the future of Greater Los Angeles, 
the state of California, across the U .S . and around the globe . This includes building the national and 
international relationships essential to the future of contemporary urban economies and communities .  

CSUN’s research, as well as its educational resources and capabilities, are extensive and growing . 
Contributing to that growth are CSUN’s working partnerships with other universities, businesses, 
industries, public sector agencies, professional associations and community development organiza-
tions at the regional, national and international levels .

As you think about the future of your organization, association, agency, or community, and what you 
would like to achieve in the coming years, it may be time to talk with CSUN . The university is pre-
pared to discuss the changes, challenges and opportunities of the global market . 

“For many years, I’ve witnessed first-hand how CSUN has utilized its position as a 
regional leader to disseminate the university’s extensive and diverse resources to 
benefit so many sectors of our community.  Among these resources are the University’s 
varied graduate and professional education programs, as well as applied research, that 
collectively add depth, innovation, and ‘big picture thinking’  to our businesses and 
civic organizations.”

– Marianne Hill; executive director, Propel L.A., Countywide Strategic Plan for Economic 
Development; Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC)

Manufacturing Systems 
Engineering and Management 
students won the 2017 SMI 
Manufacturing Challenge 
and Exposition’s Grand 
Prize for its “Vision Assisted 
Robotics Arm .” It took the 
Grand Prize in 2016 with 
“Cloudponics” and in 2015 
with its “Hybrid Layer 
Manufacturing 3D Printer .”

Biology professor Cindy 
Malone, Ph .D ., directs the 
$6.1 million CSUN-UCLA 
Bridges to Stem Cell 
Research Program, funded 
by the California Institute 
for Regenerative Medicine .
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Building Organizational Capacity: The Development of Your Organization’s 
High-Talent Workforce through an Educational Relationship with CSUN
CSUN works with industries, businesses, associations, agencies and communities to custom design 
and/or custom deliver programs for organizations . 

Advanced Professional Development Workshops, Seminars and Certificate Programs:
• reach across fields and disciplines for staff at a variety of degree and management levels . 

• are often shorter in duration and could last a single morning, the entire day, or occur as a 
workshop series .

• can serve staff at multiple organizational locations, through the university’s highly flexible 
program design .

Successful completion of programs are recorded on the professional development section of the 
official CSUN transcript . This applies to each staff member enrolled in the program, providing a long-
term record of educational credentials .

Professional development programs created in partnership with CSUN can address organizational 
needs in areas such as effective planning, team leadership, communications, organizational change, 
project management and financial management .

CSUN can work with organizations to develop programs specific to certain fields, such as new materi-
als, green and renewable energy, autonomous vehicle technologies and software development .

The university can design certificate programs of a longer duration with a comprehensive study of 
a topic in a field .  Such programs are 100 or more hours of graded and transcripted study . Those who 
successfully complete the program earn a CSUN certificate of advanced professional development .

In addition to drawing on its own faculty expertise, CSUN can reach out to other CSU campuses, 
community college partners and even national and international institutions as needed . This 
allows CSUN to tap a range of expertise to help organizations achieve their goals and realize the 
opportunities of the evolving, global market .

Degree and Credit Certificate Programs:
Organizations can explore the possibility of a cohort composed exclusively of their staff members . 
This option can enhance organization culture and collaboration across unit lines and strategically 
increase the organization’s capacity for problem solving and innovation .

CSUN can explore the possibility of an exclusive degree, designed with features specific to an 
organization, such as industry-relevant case studies and assignments, as well as guest speakers to 
help participants link coursework to current industry issues .  

A mechanical engineering 
student team took first place 
in the 2017 E-Fest North 
America West Human Powered 
Vehicle Challenge, hosted 
by the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers .

CSUN ranked second in 
the 2017 SAE (Society of 
Automotive Engineers) 
International “Aero Design 
West 2017” competition 
for engineering students . 
Students designed an 
aircraft capable of dropping 
humanitarian packages .
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Shaping Your Organization’s Future through a Sustained Research, 
Development and Innovation Relationship with CSUN
CSUN’s faculty are at the forefront of discovery and innovative research . 

Increasingly, organizations are struggling to maintain the research and development components 
necessary to remain competitive in the shifting, global market . Many of those organizations also 
find it difficult to retain talented research and development experts . 

To address this challenge, numerous organizations are developing project-specific and sustained 
research relationships with universities like CSUN .

CSUN is a large university with more than 1,900 faculty members in 75 fields and disciplines . In 
addition to the remarkable variety of faculty expertise, certain organizations also engage CSUN’s more 
advanced students – often those at the graduate level – in their research and development projects .  

“CSUN has become a significant force in excellent and distinctive graduate 
education for California and beyond – not only at the master’s but increasingly at 
the doctoral level. As a reflection of this excellence, degree programs for midcareer 
professionals have on-time graduation rates higher than the national average – 
often above 90%. (This includes CSUN’s fully online degree programs.)  In addition, 
those who earn graduate degrees in fields that require national licensure for 
professional practice pass their national licensure exams on the first attempt at 
rates far above the national average. CSUN also is a significant resource for research 
that enhances the region’s and the state’s economic future and quality of life for 
individuals and communities.”    

– Joyce Feucht-Haviar, dean, Tseng College: Graduate, International and Midcareer 
Education; and senior international officer

The VEX Robotics Club 
(Matabots) competed in and 
won every round of a 2017 VEX 
Robotics regional tournament 
held at the University of 
Southern California . The 
club built two robots and 
competed against 321 schools 
registered as a university team . 
The Matabots also won the 
Excellence Award, earning it a 
spot at the VEX Robotics World 
Championships . In 2016, the 
Matabots placed in the top 10 
robotics team in the world .
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Becoming a Global Organization with CSUN
CSUN is a university with deep international expertise – due, in large part, to a faculty with academic 
and cultural roots spanning many nations around the world . The ongoing research and scholarship 
of faculty members links them to important global conversations and innovative work across many 
fields and disciplines .  

Among peer institutions, CSUN is regularly ranked in the top three – often #1 – for the percentage 
of international students enrolled in its degree programs . CSUN’s rich, global charm is just one 
feature that attracts countless international students to the university . 

Another significant factor is the excellence and distinction of CSUN’s programs . That, and the 
opportunity to participate in research alongside the university’s accomplished faculty – a feature 
that extends to both undergraduate and graduate students . Add to that CSUN’s reputation as an open, 
diverse campus, and it makes sense that international students attend in record numbers . 

CSUN currently has more than 50 agreements with other colleges and universities worldwide .  
These relationships are a significant resource for CSUN, its students, as well as those who work with 
the university .

As organizations seek to expand their international reach, a working relationship with CSUN can be a 
significant advantage . Through research and educational relationships, CSUN can help organizations 
understand the many contexts of particular nations or regions . 

The university can also create professional development programs for partner organizations . 
These can be designed to build broader cross-cultural understanding among senior staff, or to focus 
on specific fields or markets – regional, global or otherwise .

CSUN’s faculty members have significant expertise in the history, culture, languages, political 
dynamics and contemporary realities of many nations and regions around the globe . A research or 
educational relationship with CSUN can help an organization systematically explore how to build 
regional partnerships and enter valuable new markets . 

In early 2018 CSUN was named an Innovation and Economic Prosperity 
University by the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities 
(APLU) . Institutions that earn the designation are recognized for their 
efforts to promote innovation and entrepreneurship, excellence in 
technology transfer, leadership in talent and workforce development, 
establishing strong government-university-industry partnerships, and 
fostering community and “place” development through public service, 
engagement and outreach .

Master of Science in Taxation 
program has been ranked 
number 18 nationally for 
Best Value by Accounting 
Degree Review, based on an 
overall score derived from 
the program’s  “perceived 
reputation according to College 
Consensus Score, which is 
an average of Publisher and 
Student ranking scores, the 
school’s affordability factor, 
based on the cost per credit 
hour,  and the school’s success 
expectation, based on the 
institution’s Department of 
Education Scorecard data of 
professional earning potential .”
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CSUN Graduate Degrees and Post-Baccalaureate Certificates
In addition to the degree programs listed below, CSUN offers both M .A . and M .S . degrees in “Interdisciplinary Studies .” For the most current information 
on CSUN graduate-degree and graduate-credit certificate programs, visit the University Catalog at catalog .csun .edu .

 Designed specifically for midcareer adults  
(see pages 10 – 18 for description)

  Pathway sequence to prepare for a graduate degree in a new field

  Stackable curricula 

  Graduate-credit certificate

  Certificate in Advanced Professional Development

  Online

  Online and on-site hybrid

Arts, Media and Communication, Mike Curb College of

CSUN’s Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, 
and Communication offers eight master’s 
degree programs . Many of the college’s 
graduate courses feature one-on-one 
interactions with working professionals, 
and CSUN’s location in the heart of the 
entertainment industry provides a wide 
range of internship opportunities .

Department Major and areas of specialization Degree/delivery mode

Art
Art: Visual Arts M .A .

Art: Visual Arts M .F .A .

Cinema and Television 
Arts Screenwriting M .F .A .

Communication Studies Communication Studies M .A .

Journalism Mass Communication (Journalism) M .A .

Music

Music: Collaborative Piano Performance, Composition, 
Conducting, Performance M .M .

Music Industry Administration M .A . /    

Music Therapy   

Theatre Theatre Arts M .A .

Business and Economics, David Nazarian College of

CSUN’s David Nazarian College of Business 
and Economics offers three master’s 
degrees . These programs are specifically 
designed for working professionals who 
are seeking ways to enhance their careers .

Department Major and areas of specialization Degree/delivery mode

Accounting and 
Information Systems

Accountancy-Professional M .P .Acc

Taxation M .S . /        

Business Administration – Accounting, Entrepreneurship, 
Finance, General, Human Resources, Information Systems, 
International Business, Management, Marketing, System 
Operation Management

M .B .A .

Business Administration         /                               

https://catalog.csun.edu/
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Education, Michael D. Eisner, College of

Nationally recognized for its long-term 
success in preparing highly qualified 
teachers, school administrators, 
counselors, and deaf studies professionals, 
this college is among the largest colleges 
of education in California . It is also well 
known for its cutting-edge programming, 
as exemplified by the graduate-degree 
programs listed here .

Department Major and areas of specialization Degree/delivery mode

Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies

Educational Administration M .A .

Educational Leadership – PreK-12 Leadership, Community 
College Leadership Ed .D . 

Higher Education Leadership M .A . 

Educational Psychology 
and Counseling 

Career Education and Counseling   

College Counseling and Student Services   

Counseling: Career Counseling, College Counseling and 
Student Services, Marriage and Family Therapy, School 
Counseling, School Psychology

M .S .

Education: Educational Psychology – Development, Learning 
and Instruction; Early Childhood Education M .A .

Infant-Toddler-Family Mental Health   

Parent/Child Specialization/Consultation

Program Evaluation in Education and Education Related 
Settings   

Elementary Education Education: Elementary Education – Curriculum and 
Instruction; Language and Literacy; Multicultural/Multilingual M .A .

Secondary Education

Education: Secondary Education – Curriculum and Instruction M .A .

Educational Technology M .A .

Secondary English Education M .A .

Secondary Mathematics Education M .A .

Secondary Science Education M .A .

Multicultural and Multilingual Education M .A .

Special Education

Educational Therapy   

Special Education: Deaf and Hard of Hearing; Early Childhood 
Special Education; Educational Therapy; Mild/Moderate 
Disabilities; Moderate/Severe Disabilities

M .A .

Transdisciplinary Intervention    
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Engineering and Computer Science, College of

With nine master’s degree programs, the 
College of Engineering and Computer Science 
is a recognized center for excellence for 
graduate education in computer science 
and engineering . It provides not only 
quality education for its students but 
also – by partnering with professionals 
and organizations within the computer 
science and engineering communities – an 
essential connection between education and 
professional practice . 

Department Major and areas of specialization Degree/delivery mode

Assistive Technology Engineering M .S . /         ttc

Assistive Technology Applications   A

Civil Engineering and 
Applied Mechanics Structural Engineering M .S .

Computer Science 
Computer Science M .S .

Software Engineering M .S .

Electrical and Computer 
Engineering

Electrical Engineering M .S .

Computer Engineering M .S .

Manufacturing Systems 
Engineering and 
Management

Engineering Management M .S . /         ttc  o

Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management for 
Engineering Professionals     G 

Manufacturing Systems Engineering M .S .

Materials Engineering M .S .

Quality Management   G

Mechanical Engineering Mechanical Engineering – Aerospace; Mechanical Systems 
Design; System Dynamics and Controls; Thermofluid Systems M .S .

“The College of Engineering and Computer Science is home to a remarkable team of faculty 
and students who are actively engaged in a broad array of interdisciplinary research 
projects spanning renewable energy, smart manufacturing, software engineering, satellite 
communications, artificial intelligence, advanced materials, embedded systems, hydrology, 
assistive technology engineering, and robotics, to name a few. It has nationally recognized 
programs like AIMS2 that have been recognized for lowering barriers and enhancing 
opportunities for underrepresented minorities in STEM disciplines, and engineering and 
computer science in particular. The college has built strong and enduring connections with 
industry through signature programs such as Honors Co-Op, Design Clinics, Senior Design 
Project Showcase, and Tech Fest. Contemporary, relevant and constantly innovating and 
reinventing itself, the college is poised for great success in the years ahead.”

– Hamid Johari, interim dean, College of Engineering and Computer Science

ttc  Designed for midcareer adults      p    Pathway sequence      s    Stackable curricula        
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Health and Human Development, College of

The College of Health and Human 
Development – which is dedicated to  
preparing competent and caring profession-
als who share its commitment to enhancing  
and promoting the health and well-being of  
individuals, families and communities – 
offers ten graduate degree programs .

Department Major and areas of specialization Degree/delivery mode

Assistive Technology Studies and Human Services M .S . /       ttc    o

Communication 
Disorders  
and Sciences  

Audiology Au .D .

Communicative Disorders M .S . /       ttc    o       

Preparation for Advanced Studies in Speech-Language 
Pathology   G   /

Speech-Language Pathology Assistant Fieldwork Experience   A   /

Environmental and 
Occupational Health Environmental and Occupational Health: Industrial Hygiene M .S .

Family and Consumer 
Sciences

Family and Consumer Sciences: Apparel Design and 
Merchandising; Consumer Affairs and Family Studies M .S .

Human Nutrition – General, Dietetic Internship M .S .

Health Sciences

Gerontology   G

Health Administration M .S .

Health Administration   G   /

Health Informatics – Administration   G

Public Health: Applied Epidemiology, Community Health 
Education M .P .H ./   ttc    o

Radiologic Technology: CT/MRI   A   /

Kinesiology Kinesiology M .S .

Physical Therapy Physical Therapy D .P .T .

Recreation and Tourism 
Management 

Hospitality Management    G

Tourism, Hospitality, and Recreation Management: 
Recreational Sport Management/Recreation Management,  
Tourism Management

M .S .

Tourism Management   G

c    Graduate-credit certificate     ap  Certificate in Advanced Professional Development       o    Online       h    Online and on-site hybrid
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Humanities, College of 

The College of Humanities is among the 
largest colleges at CSUN, housing seven 
academic departments and offering six 
master’s degree programs .

Department Major and areas of specialization Degree/delivery mode

Chicana and Chicano 
Studies Chicano and Chicana Studies M .A .

English English – Creative Writing, Literature, Rhetoric/Composition M .A .

Humanities M .A . /       ttc

Linguistics

Linguistics M .A .

Teaching of English as a Second Language (TESL) M .A .             

Teaching of English as a Second Language (TESL)   G

Modern and Classical 
Languages and Literatures Spanish M .A .

“The study of the Liberal Arts, which is at the heart of the College of Humanities, elevates 
a degree to an education. In our programs, students acquire skills and knowledge that 
prepare them for global citizenship and social responsibility in our rapidly changing 
world. In today’s world, emerging workers are likely to change jobs at least six to twelve 
times during their working life. We prepare them to be as successful in their last job as 
they were in their first by helping them to develop transferable skills that will be relevant 
and useful across multiple career paths. It’s no wonder that so many employers want to 
hire graduates with backgrounds in the Liberal Arts and Humanities.”

– Elizabeth A. Say, dean, College of Humanities

Science and Mathematics, College of

CSUN’s College of Science and Mathematics 
excels in preparing students who go on to earn 
doctoral degrees in the sciences . In addition 
to replenishing the region’s and nation’s pool 
of talented scientists for leadership roles 
in industry and education, the college also 
prepares a number of students for success in 
medical, dental and pharmacy schools .

Department Major and areas of specialization Degree/delivery mode

Biology Biology M .S .

Chemistry and 
Biochemistry

Biochemistry M .S .

Chemistry M .S .

Geological Sciences Geology: Standard Program, Geophysics M .S .

Mathematics Mathematics – Applied Mathematics, Standard Program M .S .

Physics and Astronomy Physics M .S .

ttc  Designed for midcareer adults      p    Pathway sequence      s    Stackable curricula        
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Social and Behavioral Sciences, College of

Through its nine departments, the College 
of Social and Behavioral Sciences enrolls 
the greatest number of students at CSUN . 
The college’s mission is “relevance .” Its 
purpose is to increase understanding of a 
complex and ever-changing world through 
excellence in teaching and applied research .

Department Major and areas of specialization Degree/delivery mode

Nonprofit Sector Management UC  /         ttc                    sc

Public Administration – Health Administration, Nonprofit 
Sector Management, Public Sector Management and Leadership M .P .A . /  ttc   o     h

Anthropology

Anthropology M .A .

Foundations of Anthropological Knowledge   G

Foundations of Archaeological Knowledge   G

Public Archaeology M .A .

Geography
Geography M .A .

Geographic Information Science M .S .

History History M .A .

Political Science Political Science – American Politics, Global Politics M .A .

Psychology
Psychology: Clinical, General Experimental M .A .

Applied Behavior Analysis M .S . /       ttc  

Social Work Social Work M .S .W . /  ttc    o

Sociology Sociology M .A .

Urban Studies and 
Planning Urban Planning M .U .P .

Programs are now being planned in the following fields:
• Assistive Technology Engineering (online)
• Information Systems Management
• Instructional Design (online)
• Real Estate
• Solution Design and Innovation Leadership for Digital/Online Education (online)
• Travel and Tourism: Hospitality Management (online)
• Urban Diversity and Community Development Leadership

Statement of Nondiscrimination and Disability Services Information : Students Needing Classroom Accommodations or Auxiliary Aids–Students requiring classroom 
accommodations should contact either the Center on Disabilities or the National Center on Deafness (for those who are deaf or hard of hearing) for assistance as soon as the 
decision to enroll has been made .

Disability Resources and Educational Services: Voice and message: (818) 677-2684, email: dres@csun .edu
National Center on Deafness: Voice and TTY (818) 677-2614, email: ncod@csun .edu

c    Graduate-credit certificate     ap  Certificate in Advanced Professional Development       o    Online       h    Online and on-site hybrid
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Employers, Let’s Talk About 
Possibilities...
To learn more about graduate and advanced professional education 
programs, or to explore options for customized research projects with 
CSUN, please contact:

Julia Potter 
Education and Research Partnerships

California State University, Northridge
18111 Nordhoff St .
Northridge, CA 91330-8365
USA

(818) 677–2965
elevate@csun .edu 
www .csun .edu/Elevate

Known for its agility, responsiveness and focus on innovation, CSUN – through its Tseng College: 
Graduate, International, and Midcareer Education – is ideally positioned to collaborate with 
regional, national and international firms on a wide range of graduate-education and collaborative 
research projects. CSUN’s Tseng College – dedicated to CSUN’s programs and partnerships in 
graduate, international and midcareer education – works with all of CSUN’s academic colleges 
and the departments and centers/institutes within them to bring the strengths of CSUN to regional 
employers and industries and economic/community development organizations. 
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