Annual Assessment Report to the College 2011-12 
College: Humanities
Department: ____________________________
Program: Central American Studies 
Note:  Please submit report to your department chair or program coordinator, the assessment office and to the Associate Dean of your College by September 28, 2012. You may submit a separate report for each program which conducted assessment activities.

Liaison:  Suyapa Portillo/Douglas Carranza (2011-2012)
1. Overview of Annual Assessment Project(s) (optional)
	1a. Assessment Process Overview: Provide a brief overview of the assessment plan and process this year.  
In the 2012-2013 Academic Year the Central American Studies Program will assess SLO # 2, which states, “Students will acquire an awareness of the complexity of the historical, social, and cultural developments in Central America as well as an understanding of the diverse Central American cultures, ethnicities, experiences, and worldviews.” We will conduct our assessment CAS 309 (Ancient to Pre-modern History of the Central American Peoples)
Professor Beatriz Cortez will be our assessment liaison for the academic year of 2012-2013. Her responsibilities will include:  to attend assessment meetings, to communicate and share assessment information with faculty, to participate with other faculty members in the assessment evaluation, and to write the "Annual Assessment Report to the College" 2012-13 for that year. The actual review, determinations and assessment will be discussed and agreed upon under the oversight of a committee full-time faculty in the program and the individual faculty member teaching the course under evaluation.


2. Student Learning Outcome Assessment Project: Answer questions according to the individual SLO assessed this year. If you assessed an additional SLO, report in the next chart below. 
	2a. Which Student Learning Outcome was measured this year?
In the year 2011-2012 Academic Year (Spring 2012) we assessed SLO #5 (Spring 2012) in the manner planned.  SLO #5 description:  "Students will recognize, understand, evaluate, and change the culture of exclusion that has been prevalent in Central America and the United States."


	2b. Does this learning outcome align with one of the following University Fundamental Learning Competencies? (check any which apply)

Critical Thinking SLO# 5 aligns with Critical Thinking Competency_
Oral Communication________________________________

Written Communication SLO# 5 aligns with Written Communication Competency

Quantitative Literacy________________________________

Information Literacy       SLO# 5 aligns with Information Literacy Competency
Other (which?)___________________________________



	2c. What direct and indirect instrument(s) were used to measure this SLO?
In the Spring of 2012, we assessed CAS 365 "The Changing Roles of Central American Women" using the following criteria: A Research Paper broken into several assignments throughout the year. The Research Paper was broken down as follows: a) an abstract; b) an annotated bibliography, c) Writing Workshop and Peer Review Response and d) the final Research paper. For the abstract, students proposed an area of study around a central thesis and subject. For the annotated bibliography, students utilized library skills to research and determine a set of academic sources, explicated how these were useful to the central thesis and specific area of research, and followed citation guidelines.  The topic of the paper was required to engage specifically the following question/rubric:  "Evaluate how women have dealt with and challenged the culture of exclusion that has been prevalent in Central America and the United Sates".


	2d. Describe the assessment design methodology: For example, was this SLO assessed longitudinally (same students at different points) or was a cross-sectional comparison used (comparing freshmen with seniors)? If so, describe the assessment points used. 
SLO #5 assessment took place longitudinally, at different points throughout the academic year.  The pedagogical approach was to document the student learning process through the different instruments that were available to us during the completion of student assignments throughout the academic year.


	2e. Assessment Results & Analysis of this SLO: Provide a summary of how the evidence was analyzed and highlight important findings from collected evidence. 
Students were able to develop the necessary critical thinking skills through the recognition, understanding and evaluation of the material on the topic, gaining growth to move on to the level 400 classes and seminars. Students were able to develop highly advanced research projects that engaged critically the culture of exclusion of women, critically analyzing and challenging past and current conditions. Students' research papers and assignment demonstrate their ability to research and present cohesive papers, and to elaborate arguments, provide evidence and documentation and reach a valid conclusion. 


	2f. Use of Assessment Results of this SLO: Were assessment results from previous years or from this year used to make program changes in this reporting year?

Type of change:

changes to course content/topics covered No
course sequence No
addition/deletion of courses in program No 
describe other academic programmatic changes  No
student support service No
revisions to program SLOs No
assessment instruments No
describe other assessment plan changes N/A
Have any previous changes led to documented improvements in student learning? (describe)
The results from the 2011-2012 assessment demonstrate that our program is fulfilling the Student Learning Outcome assesses in CAS 365.  CAS 365 is successful in helping students recognize, understand and evaluate the culture of exclusion facing women. This knowledge leads to critical thinking skills and consciousness that ensure they create change in their cultural and intellectual production. 



Some programs assess multiple SLOs each year. If your program assessed an additional SLO, report the process for that individual SLO below. If you need additional SLO charts, please cut & paste the empty chart as many times as needed.  If you did NOT assess another SLO, skip this section.

3. How do your assessment activities connect with your program’s strategic plan and/or 5-yr assessment plan?

The pedagogy, methodology, and curricular activities developed and executed during this assessment process are strategically aligned to our overall Central American Studies Academic Plan. Our evolution asserts that our vision and mission also closely link to the College of Humanities and CSUN's Mission Statements. At this point, the program has demonstrated that it meets all its SLOs through different courses. The objective of the program is to ensure that we do so at different levels (advanced, intermediate, proficient).
4. Other information, assessment or reflective activities or processes not captured above.

	The CAS 365 class and instruments reflect that the both the class and the program are responding to the students' learning needs and abilities well. 



5. Has someone in your program completed, submitted or published a manuscript which uses or describes assessment activities in your program? Please provide citation or discuss.

	N/A
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