Annual Assessment Report to the College 2011-12 
College:   Health and Human Development

Department:   Health Sciences

Program: Public Health Promotion

Note:  Please submit report to your department chair or program coordinator, the assessment office and to the Associate Dean of your College by September 28, 2012. You may submit a separate report for each program which conducted assessment activities.

Liaison:  Gretta Madjzoob
1. Overview of Annual Assessment Project(s) (optional)
	1a. Assessment Process Overview: Provide a brief overview of the assessment plan and process this year.  
Assessment activities were planned and coordinated with the input and consensus of the program faculty and under the assistance of the assessment liaison with oversight and guidance from the program director.  Assessment has been a standing agenda item at monthly program meetings. The main focus of the past academic year’s assessment activities has been the development, implementation, and evaluation of Public Health Promotion competencies within the gateway and capstone classes. This concept was piloted during the 2010 -11 academic years with measures for further development during the 2011-12 period.   Two sets of assessment activities were planned and accomplished during the past academic year:

· Students in the introductory Health Education course, HSCI 237(Gateway), were assessed for baseline measures in the following domains: health education foundational information, interpretive reading and writing skills, computational skills, and attitudes toward the field of health education.

· Students in the Public Health internship class (Capstone)which serves as a capstone course, HSCI 494C, were evaluated in their ability to apply knowledge of program planning, health behavior change theory, program assessment, program intervention methodology, and knowledge of multiculturalism impact on Health Education.  Data on these measures were collected through preceptor evaluation instruments and student self-assessment surveys of core competencies.

Attachment A:  Core-Competency Preceptor Evaluation Form

Attachment B:  Core Competency Student Self-Assessment Survey




2. Student Learning Outcome Assessment Project: Answer questions according to the individual SLO assessed this year. If you assessed an additional SLO, report in the next chart below. 
	2a. Which Student Learning Outcome was measured this year?
Demonstrate knowledge of public health education program planning, theories of health behavior change, assessment and intervention and multicultural influences impacting the delivery of public health education interventions.



	2b. Does this learning outcome align with one of the following University Fundamental Learning Competencies? (check any which apply)

Critical Thinking ________X_________________
Oral Communication _____X________________
Written Communication ___X_______________
Quantitative Literacy _____X________________
Information Literacy ______X_______________
Other (which?)-- Practical application of health education theories and competencies.


	2c. What direct and indirect instrument(s) were used to measure this SLO?

Surveys of the Health Education Core Competencies and Professional Codes of Conduct were completed by students in the gateway (HSCI 237) and capstone (HSCI 494C) courses to show progression in achieving the SLO.
Health Sciences 237 – Introduction to Health Education (for entering Public Health Education students; this course is typically taken the beginning of junior year).

Offered both  Fall and Spring semesters

Study Population:  n=54
Health Sciences 494C – Internship Experience (for graduating seniors; this course is typically taken in the final semester before graduation)

Offered both  Fall and Spring semesters
Study Population:  n=59



	2d. Describe the assessment design methodology: For example, was this SLO assessed longitudinally (same students at different points) or was a cross-sectional comparison used (comparing freshmen with seniors)? If so, describe the assessment points used. 

This SLO was assessed using a cross-sectional design since there were not enough data points to link students longitudinally over a 2-year period.  The Public Health Promotion program has “hardwired” the assessment instruments into the gateway HSCI 237 course and the capstone HSCI 494C internship.  Although Health Education has been implementing assessment at the beginning and the end of the undergraduate program, the assessment of core competencies were hardwired within the course syllabi through student voice during Spring 2011 as a pilot.   During the last assessment period (2010-11) since the methodology was recently implemented, students who have taken HSCI 237 did not have the opportunity to complete the survey.  However, within the capstone course, HSCI 494C (academic internship) the student core competency surveys were successfully completed & tabulated through student voice.  During the 2011-2012 academic year the survey and methods of implementation were modified and revised based upon the 2010-11 pilot to increase the response rate and develop a format for the comparison of core competencies within the gateway & capstone courses in a consistent and anonymous manner. (Attachment B)


	2e. Assessment Results & Analysis of this SLO: Provide a summary of how the evidence was analyzed and highlight important findings from collected evidence. 

Pre and post core competency surveys were implemented within the Public Health Education gateway course (HSCI 237) and the senior Public Health Education internship class (HSCI 494C). This was followed with the preceptor’s final evaluation of the graduating student interns, which is also based upon the core competencies, exit interviews and site visits.  Summative analyses of these data were used to assess the SLO.  In summary, changes in average scores substantially improved in all areas of health education competencies except for career options.  Preceptor evaluations reflected health education competency achievement among the students, consistently grading interns in the different evaluative areas as effective or very effective.  Attachments A and B provide a detailed analysis of the results and findings from both assessment measures and instruments.



	2f. Use of Assessment Results of this SLO: Were assessment results from previous years or from this year used to make program changes in this reporting year?
Program changes from previous year’s assessment results included:

· Changes in course content to include professional and ethical codes of conduct within the core Public Health Education courses.
· Student support services, namely, the Health Education Student Organization (HESO) to provide annual professionalism workshops to undergraduate students.
· Development and implementation of the anonymous, on-line survey to students in the gateway and capstone courses to measure the improvement in core Public Health Education competencies between the two groups.
Future program changes from this year’s assessment results will include:

· Continuous emphasis of ethics and professionalism through the entire sequence of Public Health Education courses.
· Additional implementation of surveys at a midpoint (HSCI 441) between the gateway and capstone courses.
· Full 100% survey participation of students registered in these courses.
· Unique id codes (e.g., last 5 digits of CSUN ID#) to follow and link students longitudinally as a cohort through the program.
· Appropriate pairwise or independent sample statistical tests to indicate significant differences in evaluative areas.



Some programs assess multiple SLOs each year. If your program assessed an additional SLO, report the process for that individual SLO below. If you need additional SLO charts, please cut & paste the empty chart as many times as needed.  If you did NOT assess another SLO, skip this section.

3. How do your assessment activities connect with your program’s strategic plan and/or 5-yr assessment plan?
	The Public Health Promotion (PHP) program has included core competencies from the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing (NCHEC) in all course syllabi in the course sequence, and it is anticipated that the increased response rate, establishment of a midpoint survey, and longitudinal analysis of the assessment will help to improve the student learning experience in Public Health.  The PHP program is currently undergoing unprecedented growth in both the student and faculty populations, and expansion to different disciplines of Public Health will likely occur in the near future.  This development may compel the program to align itself closely with core competencies for a Bachelor of Science in Public Health, making assessment activities critical in seeking accreditation from the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) to go along with our accredited Masters of Public Health (MPH) Program. 


4. Other information, assessment or reflective activities or processes not captured above.

	None



5. Has someone in your program completed, submitted or published a manuscript which uses or describes assessment activities in your program? Please provide citation or discuss.

	N/A
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