Program Assessment Plan, 2011-2016

Department/Program: English Department

Option: Rhetoric and Composition 
	Assessment Activity
Outcomes to be assessed, data analysis, assessment plan review
	 Time Period
	Direct Measures
Describe student work to be used to provide evidence for outcome

	 Indirect Measures

 Describe instrument: survey, interview
	Where will evidence be gathered? 
Course name, internship, etc
	What results would indicate success?
What is the target?
	Status

	Will assess Common Undergrad SLO #1. In AY 2010 -2011, the Composition Program was piloting a new stretch curriculum, and the minor in Writing and Rhetoric was still in an early stage. Neither of these programs were at a stage where assessment would be appropriate. However, in the following years, assessment of these programs will be appropriate and necessary.

Will assess Common Grad SLO #1. During AY 2010, the Rhet/Comp graduate committee assessed SLO #3 in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the MA exam—hence, the need to assess SLO #1 in the following year.

Will review assessment materials, rubrics, scales, surveys, etc. for utility and flexibility.


	AY 2011-12
	For all undergrad SLOS, sample work will be drawn from student work in English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455. Will collect student writing from  English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455. Focus will be on assessing students’ critical reading skills at beginning and end of each semester. 

 For grad SLOs #1, sample student work will be drawn from English 651 and English 650. 
	For undergrad SLO #1, will distribute survey assessing students’ familiarity with rhetoric and its relationship to critical reading. 

For assessing graduate SLO#1, will distribute survey to assess students’ understanding of the relationship of rhetoric to critical reading.
	For undergrad, will gather evidence from English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455. For grad, will gather evidence from English 651.
	Careful comparative analysis for RC will follow an inductive model by collecting evidence first then determining results and creating plan for future increased success.

	In progress

	Will assess Common Undergrad SLO #2.

Will assess Common Grad SLO #2.

Will review all aspects of undergraduate and graduate option for optimization, including course offerings and sequences.

Will review assessment materials, including rubrics, scales, surveys, etc. for utility and flexibility.


	AY 2012-13
	For all undergrad SLOS, sample work will be drawn from portfolios submitted in  Stretch Composition courses English 113AB, 114AB, 115 as well as from 305, and 455. Rubric for assessing undergraduate writing will be used and modified, as appropriate. 

For grad SLOs, sample work will be drawn from English 651 and other graduate courses in the option. Online projects and MA exams may also be used.
	For undergraduate SLO #2, will distribute survey to assess students familiarity with rhetoric and new media for both undergrad and grad options. 

For assessing Graduate SLO #2, will distribute survey to assess students’ understanding of rhetoric and its relationship to effective writing 
	For undergrad, will gather evidence from  English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455. For grad, will gather evidence from 651 and other graduate courses offered in this option.
	Careful comparative analysis for RC will follow an inductive model by collecting evidence first then determining results and creating plan for future increased success.

	In planning.

	Will assess common Undergrad SLO #3.

Will assess Common Grad SLO #3

Will review all aspects of undergraduate and graduate option for optimization, including course offerings and sequences.

Will review assessment materials, including rubrics, scales, surveys, etc. for utility and flexibility.

   
	AY 2013-14
	For all undergrad SLOS, sample work will be drawn from  student work in English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455, including portfolios and projects. 

For grad SLOs, sample work will be drawn from final projects in English 651 and other graduate courses in the option. These will include both print and online projects. 
	For undergraduate SLO, assessment, will include surveys to assess students’ understanding of rhetoric at beginning and end of semester. For grad SLO #3, will distribute surveys in English 651 and other courses in this option in order to assess students’ understanding of rhetoric and its usefulness as an analytic tool. 
	For undergrad, will gather evidence from  English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455. For grad, will gather evidence from 651 and other graduate courses offered in this option.
	Careful comparative analysis for RC will follow an inductive model by collecting evidence first then determining results and creating plan for increased success.
	In planning.

	Will assess common Undergrad SLO #5. (SLO #4 is not pertinent to the programs in this option)

Will assess Common Grad SLO #1

Will review all aspects of undergraduate and graduate option for optimization, including course offerings and sequences.

Will review assessment materials, including rubrics, scales, surveys, etc. for utility and flexibility.

 
	AY 2014-15
	For all undergrad SLOS, sample work will be drawn from student work in  English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455.

For grad SLOs, sample work will be drawn from English 651 and other graduate courses in the option. These will include both print and online projects. 
	For undergraduate SLO #5, assessment will include surveys to assess students understanding of culturally diverse texts and alternative rhetorics.  For grad SLO #1, will distribute surveys in English 651 and other courses in this option in order to assess students’ understanding of the relationship between rhetoric and critical reading. 
	For undergrad, will gather evidence from  from  English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455. For grad, will gather evidence from 651 and other graduate courses offered in this option.
	Careful comparative analysis for RC will follow an inductive model by collecting evidence first then determining results and creating plan for increased success.
	In planning.

	Will assess Common Undergrad SLO #1. 

Will assess Common Grad SLO #1. Will review assessment materials, rubrics, scales, surveys, etc. for utility and flexibility.


	AY 2015-16
	For all undergrad SLOS, sample work will be drawn from student work in English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455. Focus will be on assessing students’ critical reading skills at beginning and end of each semester. 

 For grad SLOs #1, sample student work will be drawn from English 651 and English 650 as well as other courses in this option.
	For undergrad SLO #1, will distribute survey assessing students’ familiarity with rhetoric and its relationship to critical reading.

For assessing graduate SLO#1, will distribute survey to assess students’ understanding of the relationship of rhetoric to critical reading.
	For undergrad, will gather evidence from English 113AB, 114AB, 115, 305, and 455. For grad, will gather evidence from English 651.
	Careful comparative analysis for RC will follow an inductive model by collecting evidence first then determining results and creating plan for future increased success.

	


Curriculum Alignment: Resources for Assessment

In which courses or activities is relevant information covered?

Which courses or activities provide student learning opportunities for the program learning outcome?
Specify whether the material is (I) introduced, (D) developed or (M) mastered.

Undergraduate SLO #4 (Students will analyze British and American cultural, historical, and literary texts) does not pertain to the undergraduate Composition Program or the Rhet/Comp graduate option. .
	Department/Program Courses
	Undergrad SLO 1
	Undergrad SLO 2
	Undergrad SLO 3
	Undergrad SLO 5

	113AB
	I
	I
	I
	I

	114AB
	I
	I
	I
	I

	115
	I
	I
	I
	I

	305
	D
	D
	D
	D

	455
	M
	M
	D/M
	

	459CT
	M
	M
	D/M
	

	Department/Program Courses
	Grad SLO 1
	Grad SLO 2
	Grad SLO 3
	

	600AB
	M
	M
	
	

	650
	M
	M
	D/M
	

	651
	M
	M
	D/M
	

	653
	M
	M
	D/M
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	








APPENDIX
The new common undergraduate SLOs 

1. Students will demonstrate critical reading skills.

2. Students will demonstrate effective writing skills.
3. Students will demonstrate knowledge of creative, literary, linguistic, and/or rhetorical theories.
4. Students will analyze British and American cultural, historical, and literary texts. (not emphasized in English 113AB, 114AB, 115, or 455).
5. Students will analyze culturally diverse texts.
Student Learning Outcomes for English 113AB, 114 AB, and 115
· Students will demonstrate competence in university writing

· Students will demonstrate the ability to use rhetorical strategies that include the appeal to audience, logic, and emotion

· Students will understand writing as a recursive process and demonstrate its use through invention, drafting, and revision (creating, shaping, and completing)

· Students will demonstrate the ability to use conventions of format, structure, style, and language appropriate to the purpose of a written text

· Students will demonstrate the ability to use library and online resources effectively and to document their sources

ASSESSMENT RUBRIC FOR EVALUATING FINAL PROJECTS IN ENGLISH 113B, 114B AND 115.

	Terms for Evaluating Stretch Projects
	A    Excellent
	B   More than Satisfactory
	C    Satisfactory
	D    Less Than Satisfactory
	Not Demonstrated

	Effectiveness of the assignment:
Project produced in an academic context and is expected to contain a thoughtful and insightful thesis, main idea, position, or claim that is sustained throughout the piece.
 
	The thesis is clear, insightful and thought-provoking.  It is sustained consistently throughout the project.
	The thesis is clear and it is sustained consistently throughout the essay.
	The thesis is plausible
but offers inconsistencies
throughout the project.
	 The thesis is weak or absent. 
It is not sustained throughout
 the project.
	The thesis does not address the assignment effectively or appropriately.

	Response to assignment:
Projects written or produced in an academic context are expected to address the topic and issues set forth in the assignment and address all aspects of the writing (prompt)  task. 
 
	The project responds to the assignment in depth, thoroughly exploring the topic and the issues chosen by each group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	The project responds to the topic and the issues chosen by each group  in a meaningful way. 
	The project responds to the topic and the issues chosen by each group.
	The project does not respond to the the assignment chosen by each
group and it  treats the
 assignment in a superficial, simplistic, or disjointed manner. 
	The project does not respond to the assignment.

	Support:
Projects written or
produced in an academic context are expected to provide support for main points with reasons, explanations, and examples for intended audience. Use of  complete
toolbar required for blogs.
	The thesis and supportive evidence is fully and convincingly developed, supported with insightful reasons, explanations, and examples.
	The thesis is fully  developed, supported with good reasons, explanations, and examples.
	The thesis is adequately developed, supported with some reasons, explanations, and
examples
	The thesis is inadequately developed, unsupported with reasons, explanations, and examples.
	There is no support or has no bearing on the goals of the project.


	Terms for evaluating Stretch Projects
	A    Excellent
	B   More Than Satisfactory
	C    Satisfactory
	D    Less Than Satsifactory
	Not Demonstrated

	Organization:
Projects produced in an academic context are expected to be well-organized in both overall structure and presentation.
	The project is well-structured; its form contributes to its purpose.  Project/presentation is well-organized and carefully linked to the thesis.
	The project is generally well-structured with only a few flaws in overall organization.  Presentations are organized and  linked to the thesis.
	The project is structured  with only a few flaws in overall organization.  Presentations are adequately organized and generally linked to the thesis
	The project is poorly structured; organizational flaws undermine its effectiveness, it is not well-organized nor is project/presentation linked to the thesis
	Structure is not appropriate and has no bearing on the goals of the project.

	Grammar and Mechanics:
Projects and/or presentations are  written in an academic context  and are expected to maintain surface level correctness in terms of syntax, grammar, spelling punctuation, and format.  Effective and prepared speech and presentation are expected.
	The project/ presentation  is correct in terms of its syntax, grammar, spelling, punctuation, and format.  Speech and delivery of presentation is prepared and very effective.
	The project/ presentation  is good in terms of its syntax, grammar, spelling, punctuation, and format.  Speech and delivery of presentation is good and  effective.
	Project/ presentation exhibits sentence level/ speech preparedness level errors  that distract somewhat to the overall presentation effectiveness.
	Sentence and speech level errors are so frequent and disruptive that they detract from the project’s effectiveness
	Sentence and speech level errors are numerous. 


Student Learning Outcomes for English 455 (the core course in the Rhetoric and Writing minor).

1. Students will demonstrate their understanding of how literacy has been defined and interpreted.

2. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the role of rhetoric in culture and its connections to

          literacy. 

3.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of theories of the transmission of literacy;             

4. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the varied ways literacy is used within families, institutions, 

and societies.

5. Students will demonstrate their ability to investigate the personal, social, and political implications of literacy.    

6 Students will demonstrate their ability to investigate links between theories of literacy, rhetoric, and 

contemporary pedagogical practice.  

7.  Students will demonstrate their ability to investigate the social, political and economic impact of 


technological advances that impact literacy.
New Common Grad SLOs

1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of creative, cultural, linguistic, literary, performative, and/or rhetorical theories.

2. Students will conduct research and/or produce creative work appropriate to their option.

3. Students will produce advanced analyses that take into account current schools of aesthetic, critical, and historical methodology and are informed by disciplinary standards appropriate to their option. 

Student Learning Outcomes for English 651 (the core course in Rhetoric and Composition Master’s Option)

1. Students will demonstrate understanding of rhetorical theory from classical times until the present.

2. Students will demonstrate understanding of how the “old” rhetoric differs from “new” and postmodern rhetorics of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 

3. Students will demonstrate understanding of how both the old and new rhetorics have influenced the academic field of Composition.
March 30, 2009, prepared by Bonnie Paller


