Program Assessment Plan, 2011-2016

Department/Program: ____Central American Studies Program_________

Option: __________________________________________________
	Assessment Activity
Specify type of assessment activity and SLO (may refer by number to list below)
	 Time Period
	Direct Measures
Describe student work to be used to provide evidence for outcome

	 Indirect Measures

 Describe instrument: survey, interview
	Where will evidence be gathered? 
Course name, internship, etc
	What results would indicate success or failure?

What is the expected level of achievement?
	Status

	CAS 365, SLO # 5

	2011-2012
	The students will be required to write a 12-page research paper. The paper must be of original research, incorporate key concepts discussed in class lectures. The students will also be asked to submit an annotated bibliography.   It is through the paper and annotated bibliography that an evaluation of students’ recognition of the culture of exclusion in Central American societies will be made. 
	In-class lectures will be used to indirectly measure students’ understanding of key concepts discussed in class.
	Final Paper for the Changing Roles of Central American Women
	Students will recognize, understand, evaluate, and change the culture of exclusion that has been prevalent in Central America and the US. 

Students are expected to reach a developed level of achievement. 


	The faculty member who teaches this course has been notified of its future assessment.

	CAS 309 , SLO # 2
   
	2012-2013
	The students will be required to write a 10-page research paper. The paper must be of original research, incorporate key concepts discussed in class lectures. The students will also be asked to submit an outline, and an annotated bibliography.   It is through the paper and annotated bibliography that an evaluation of students’ recognition of the culture of exclusion in Central American societies will be made.
	In-class lectures will be used to indirectly measure students’ understanding of key concepts discussed in class.

	Completion of project according to specific guidelines requiring use of bibliographical materials. 

Final draft paper is reviewed before the final paper is turned in. 


	Students will acquire an awareness of the complexity of the historical, social, and cultural developments in Central America as well as an understanding of the diverse Central American cultures, ethnicities, experiences, and worldviews.
Students are expected to reach a developed level of achievement. 


	The faculty member who teaches this course has been notified of its future assessment. 

	CAS 201, SLO # 2
 
	2013-2014
	A final exam. There are three sections to the final exam: Identification of key in class concepts, a short essay that will instruct students to compare and contrast two different literary texts, and a final longer paper that will require students to provide an analysis of the historical, social and cultural developments studied in class using literary texts. 
	In-class lectures will be used to indirectly measure students’ understanding of key concepts discussed in class.
	Final Exam on a Survey of Central American Literature
	Students will acquire an awareness of the complexity of the historical, social, and cultural developments in Central America as well as an understanding of the diverse Central American cultures, ethnicities, experiences, and worldviews.
Students are expected to reach an introductory level of achievement. 


	The faculty member who teaches this course has been notified of its future assessment.

	CAS 369 ,SLO # 4
 
	2014-2015
	Quizzes, bulletin postings, class presentation and research paper. Students must follow the established guidelines to produce a process that will lead to the final research paper. 


	In-class lectures will be used to indirectly measure students’ understanding of key concepts discussed in class.
	A final research paper requires that students integrate and analyze academic sources. The incorporation of textual support is an important component to the paper. Students will identify and read a book, articles, journals, etc. on their selected social movements. Central America 


	Students will develop the intellectual and social foundations, and leadership skills necessary for promoting social change in US society, especially, in relation to Central American peoples in the US.
Students are expected to reach a developed level of achievement. 


	The faculty member who teaches this course has been notified of its future assessment

	CAS 460 , SLO #3

	2015-2016
	Three book summaries, 2 short essays and a final term paper (15 pages).
	In-class lectures will be used to indirectly measure students’ understanding of key concepts discussed in class.
	Final term paper on a topic approved by instructor.
	Students will expand their understanding of the transnational Central American community’s experience, and its economic and cultural contributions to the US and Central America.

Students are expected to reach a mastered level of achievement. 


	The faculty member who teaches this course has been notified of its future assessment


Program Learning Outcomes List

List Program Learning Outcomes here:
PLO 1: Students will develop critical thinking, writing, and reading skills.

PLO 2: Students will acquire an awareness of the complexity of the historical, social, and cultural developments in Central America as well as an understanding of the diverse Central American cultures, ethnicities, experiences, and worldviews.

PLO 3: Students will expand their understanding of the transnational Central American community’s experience, and its economic and cultural contributions to the US and Central America.

PLO 4: Students will develop the intellectual and social foundations, and leadership skills necessary for promoting social change in US society, especially, in relation to Central American peoples in the US.

PLO 5: Students will recognize, understand, evaluate, and change the culture of exclusion that has been prevalent in Central America and the US.

Curriculum Alignment: Resources for Assessment

Which courses or activities provide student learning opportunities for the program learning outcome?
Specify whether the material is (I) introduced, (D) developed or (M) mastered.
	Department/Program Courses
	PLO 1: Students will develop critical thinking, writing, and reading skills.
	PLO 2: Students will acquire an awareness of the complexity of the historical, social, and cultural developments in Central America as well as an understanding of the diverse Central American cultures, ethnicities, experiences, and worldviews.
	PLO 3: Students will expand their understanding of the transnational Central American community’s experience, and its economic and cultural contributions to the US and Central America.
	PLO 4: Students will develop the intellectual and social foundations, and leadership skills necessary for promoting social change in US society, especially, in relation to Central American peoples in the US.
	PLO 5: Students will recognize, understand, evaluate, and change the culture of exclusion that has been prevalent in Central America and the US.
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