Program Assessment Plan, 2011-2016

Department/Program: Economics
	Assessment Activity
Specify type of assessment activity and SLO (may refer by number to list below)
	 Time Period
Conducted on an annual cycle
	Direct Measures

Describe student work to be used to provide evidence for outcome

	Where will evidence be gathered? 
Course name, internship, etc
	What results would indicate success or failure?

What is the expected level of achievement?
	Status

Ongoing –every year

	PLO 1: Quantitative skills 

(direct, embedded assessment in four 400-level courses)
	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ quantitative skills are assessed with essay exam questions where they must conduct a formal (graphical) treatment of a complex problem (or solve a problem using algebra). 

	ECON 401, 411, 412, and 433
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 401, 411, 412, and 433 

	PLO 2: Communication skills
(direct, embedded assessment in four 400-level courses)
	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ writing skills are assessed in ECON 401 and 433 with essay exam questions; and in ECON 412 with a term paper. Additionally, students’ oral presentation skills are assessed in ECON 405.


	ECON 401, 405, 412, and 433
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 401, 405, 412, and 433

	PLO 3: Supply and demand

(direct, embedded assessment in one 400-level course)
   
	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ ability to apply supply and demand analysis is assessed with an essay exam question. 


	ECON 411
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from one section of ECON 411


	PLO 4: Gains from trade

(direct, embedded assessment in one 400-level course)
 
	Every spring semester
	Students’ understanding of why there are gains from trade is assessed with an essay exam question.

	ECON 405 
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected every spring in ECON 405 

	PLO 5: Opportunity costs
(direct, embedded assessment in two 400-level courses)
 
	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ understanding of opportunity cost is assessed with an essay exam question.

	ECON 411 and 412
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 411 and 412

	PLO 6: Why some economies are wealthy

(direct, embedded assessment in one 400-level course)

	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ understanding of why some economies are wealthy and others are not is assessed with an essay exam question.
	ECON 401
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 401

	PLO 7: Macroeconomic measures

(direct, embedded assessment in two 400-level courses)


	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ understanding of key macroeconomic measures is assessed with essay exam questions.


	ECON 401 and 405
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 401 and 405

	PLO 8: Role of markets

(direct, embedded assessment in two 400-level courses)


	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ understanding of the role of markets is assessed with an essay exam question.
	ECON 410 and 412
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 410 and 412

	PLO 9: Express economic concepts intuitively

(direct, embedded assessment in three 400-level courses)
	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ abilities are assessed with a 10-page research paper in 409; and with exam questions in 410 and 411.  


	ECON 409, 410, and 411
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 409, 410, and 411

	PLO 10: Interpret data

(direct, embedded assessment in two 400-level courses)


	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ abilities are assessed with questions from the final exam in ECON 409 and with a research paper in ECON 410.


	ECON 409 and 410
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 409 and 410

	PLO 11: Monetary and fiscal policies

(direct, embedded assessment in two 400-level courses)


	Fall or spring semester every year
	Students’ understanding of the impact of monetary and fiscal policies on macroeconomic variables is assessed with essay exam questions. 
	ECON 401 and 405
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once each academic year from sections of ECON 401 and 405

	PLO 12: Market failure

(direct, embedded assessment in one 400-level course)


	Every spring semester
	Students’ ability to evaluate the significance of market failure for public policy is assessed with an essay exam question.

	ECON 433
	70% of students’ work must be deemed “very good” or “good enough” to meet the Department standard

	Collected once every spring semester from one section of  ECON 433


Program Learning Outcomes List
List Program Learning Outcomes here:
General Learning Goals:

1. Our graduates have strong quantitative skills.

2. Our graduates have strong communication skills.

Economics Specific Learning Goals:
3. Our graduates are able to apply supply and demand analysis to analyze the business environment and public policy.

4. Our graduates understand why there are gains from trade.

5. Our graduates understand the importance of opportunity cost in decision making.

6. Our graduates understand why some economies are wealthy and others are not.

7. Our graduates understand key macroeconomic measures of economic activity.

8. Our graduates understand the role of markets as an organizer of economic activity.

9. Our graduates are able to express economic concepts both intuitively and more formally.

10. Our graduates are able to use and interpret economic data and statistics effectively.

11. Our graduates understand the impact of monetary and fiscal policies on macroeconomic variables.

Curriculum Alignment: Resources for Assessment

Which courses or activities provide student learning opportunities for the program learning outcome?
Specify whether the material is (I) introduced, (D) developed or (M) mastered.
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*Typically, only 400-level elective courses are used to assess student mastery of the program learning goals. The 400-level courses are at the end of the program and most or all of the students enrolled in these courses are economics majors. 
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