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Fall 2007   16583/4  Japn 101/C  Elementary Japanese I   MW 2:00‑3:40 p.m.  JR2301
Wendy Snyder   wsnyder@csun.edu
(818) 677-3460 (email rather than leave message)
  
Language Dept. Office Phone: (818) 677-3467  Fax:(818) 677-5797
Office Hours  (ST 426): 
M 12:30-12:55 and 3:45-4:15




W 11:00–12:55



F   12:30-12:55

& by appointment  
   Congratulations on your decision to study Japanese!  To learn to speak a foreign language properly is never an easy task, and it can be especially challenging if the target language and culture behind it are significantly different from your own.  But I think you find studying Japanese to be a truly rewarding endeavor.  It will enable you to communicate with people with whom you could not talk before.  It will expose you to different ways of thinking and expressing ideas, which may lead you to re-examine your own perspective.  It will allow you a better understanding of your native language.  And it may open up new career opportunities for you.  


I am always eager to help each one of you, so please communicate with me via email, make use of my office hours, or make an appointment with us if you have any questions or concerns.

Course Description and Objective
   The emphasis of this course is on spoken Japanese, our objective being for you to become able to communicate in a natural way and to comprehend Japanese at natural speed from the very beginning.  Correct structure, pronunciation and intonation, as well as gestures and expressions will be emphasized.  Besides allowing you to make immediate use of the Japanese you learn, this will give you a firm foundation if you decide to pursue more advanced Japanese language studies later. The course will also introduce you to two set of symbols used for writing Japanese, katakana and hiragana (46 letters in each set).  Kanji (Chinese characters) study will begin in Japn.102/C.

Expected Learning Outcomes: Students completing the course will be able to

· readily understand Japanese spoken to them by native Japanese speakers at natural speed that contains patterns and vocabulary thus far studied

· express themselves in Japanese with fluidity, pronunciation and intonation that approximate Japanese native speakers, and use structures that adhere to Standard Japanese
· communicate in situations involving greetings, introducing oneself and others, speaking about one’s family, age, job, year in school, hobbies, likes and dislikes, basic shopping, explaining reasons, and asking directions

· express and understand speech that uses present or past verbs, adjectives, or noun predicate patterns

· read and write all the katakana and hiragana symbols from the two syllabaries used in Japanese
Required Materials 
Aki Hirota & Wendy Snyder, Japanese 101: Nihongo  (Available at Matador Bookstore)
Accompanying audio material in the form of CD’s is included with the textbook package. 
GRADING: 
 Letter grades are based on the percent of total possible points earned as follows:

  A = 93% or more of total;  A- = 90%, B+ = 85%, B = 80%, B- = 75%,
 C+ = 70%, C = 65%, C- = 60%, D+ = 55%, D = 50%, D- = 45
	Activities
	Points
	Subtotal

	Class attendance
	29 x 2 pts
	   58

	Dialogues for Memorization/Skits
	27  x 5 pts
	  135

	Response Drills
	25  x 4 pts
	  100

	Submitted Assignments
	27 x 5 pts
	  135

	Tests
	4 x 100 pts
	  400

	Final
	1 x 100 pts
	  100

	Total Possible
	
	   928


CLASS PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION 
Class participation is essential. Attendance is given 2 points credit each time if you attend the entire class ; late arrival or early departure will be penalized.  Just as with a musical instrument or sport, regular, constant practice is a necessity in mastering a language.  Always prepare the assignments on time so you can get the maximum benefit out of class activities. There are no make-ups for attendance, in-class activities, or tests.

Dialogues for Memorization=DM:  Each lesson in our textbook has 3 dialogues for memorization. You will need to perform these dialogues in class without looking at the textbook or notes on the days indicated on the syllabus.  You will be score on a scale from 0 to 5 (0=completely unprepared,  5=totally prepared with excellent mastery of intonation and pronunciation). 

Skits: With a partner, write a skit script (at least 3 sentences for each person), using the most recent lesson patterns. Memorize the script and perform it in class, using appropriate props. 

Response Drills: To be most successful you should try to do all of the drills for the lesson you are working on everyday. If you know the material, this will not take a long time. You should be able to respond out loud to the prompt quickly and correctly without looking at your book before hearing the answer and understand exactly what you are saying. You will be tested on drills in class and given a score of 0-4 for each set of assigned drills.  

Written Assignments: Submit written answers to Kana Practice, Situational Drills, and Listening Comprehension assignments. When the Dialogue sections are assigned (not Dialogues for Memorization), credit will be determined by a short in-class quiz.  Late assignments =  half credit.
Language Learning Resource Center JR316: Some of the most important aids for your mastery of language and culture are audio and video​​ materials, which are in our Language Lab.  The Lab also has computer programs to help you learn the Japanese writing system as well as the Japanese word processing program, and Internet access in Japanese.

Email Communications: Please note that email is now the official mode of communication for the university. I will often be sending you announcements, possibly regarding important schedule changes. I will be using your CSUN email address, so if you prefer another account, please have your CSUN email automatically forwarded. In this case, make sure that there are no filters blocking CSUN email. 
Other Class Policies: Please, no cell phones, gum chewing, or eating.
Japanese 101/C  Wendy Snyder    wsnyder@csun.edu      Ext. 3460
Office Hours: 
M 12:30-12:55 and 3:45-4:15


W 11:00–12:55


F   12:30-12:55               & by appointment  

Class Schedule/ Grade Log: Please keep track of your daily scores on the lines below so that you know how you are doing in the class at all times. 

	Week
	Date/Attn 
(2 pts.)
	Day
	DM (5 pts.)
	Response Drills
 (4 pts.)
	Assignment to submit
(5 pts.)
	Tests
(100 pts.)

	1
	8/27​___
	M
	L1 Introduction

	
	8/29 ___
	W
	L.1/L.2 DM1 ___
	L.2 Drills ab ___
	
	

	2
	9/3 
	M
	Labor Day Holiday

	
	9/5 ___
	W
	L.2 DM 1-2 ___
	L.2 Drills a-d ___
	L.2 Kana Practice___;L.2 Dial. in class
	

	3
	9/10___
	M
	L.2 DM3 ___
	L.2 All___
	L.2 Sit. Drills. ___
	

	
	9/12___
	W
	L.2 Skits ___
	
	L.2 List. Comp___
	L.1-2 ____

	4
	9/17___
	M
	L.3 DM 1 ___
	L.3 Drills ab ___
	L.3 Kana Practice ___
	

	
	9/19___
	W
	L.3 DM 2-3 ___
	L.3 Drills  cd ___
	L 3 Sit.Drills ___
	

	5
	9/24___
	M
	L. 3 Skits ___
	L.3 All ___
	L.3 List. Comp.___
	

	
	9/26  ___
	W
	L.4 DM 1 ___
	L.4 Drills a-c ___
	L 4 Kana Practice ___
	

	6
	10/1  ___
	M
	L.4 DM 2-3 ___
	L.4 Drills  de ___
	L.4 Sit. Drills___
	

	
	10/3  ___
	W
	L.4 Skits ___
	L.4 Drills  fg ___
	L 3&4 Dialogues___
	

	7
	10/8  ___
	M
	
	L.4 All ___
	L. 4 List. Comp.___
	L.3-4 ____

	
	10/10___
	W
	L.5 DM 1 ___
	L.5 Drills  ab ___
	L.5 Kana Practice ___
	

	8
	10/15___
	M
	L.5 DM 2 ___
	L.5 Drills  cd ___
	L5 Sit. Drills ___
	

	
	10/17___
	W
	L.5 DM 3 ___
	L.5 Drills  ef ___
	L.5 List. Comp. ___
	

	9
	10/22___
	M
	L.6 DM 1-2 ___
	L.6 Drills ab ___
	L.6 Kana Practice ___
	

	
	10/24___
	W
	L.6 DM 3 ___
	L.6 Drills  cd ___
	L.6 Sit. Drills___
	

	10
	10/29 ___
	M
	
	L.6 Drills efg ___
	L5&6 Dialogues ___
	

	
	10/31 ___
	W
	L.6 Skits  ___
	
	L.6 List. Comp.___
	L.5-6____

	11
	11/5 ___
	M
	L.7 DM 1-2 ___
	L.7 Drills a-c ___
	L.7 Kana Practice ___
	

	
	11/7 ___
	W
	L.7 DM 3 ___
	L.7 Drills d-f ___
	L.7 Sit. Drills___
	

	12
	11/12 
	M
	Veterans’ Day Holiday

	
	11/14___
	W
	L.7 Skits ___
	L.7 Drills  gh ___
	L.7 List. Comp. ___
	

	13
	11/19 ___
	M
	L.8 DM 1 ___
	L.8 Drills  ab ___
	L.8 Kana Practice ___
	

	
	11/21 ___
	W
	L 8 DM 2 ___
	L. 8 Drills  c ___
	L 7&8 Dialogues ___
	

	14
	11/26 ___
	M
	L.8 DM3 ___
	L.8 All ___
	L.8 Sit. Drills___
	

	
	11/28___
	W
	L.8 Skits  ___
	
	L.8 List. Comp. ___
	L.7-8____

	15
	12/3___
	M
	L.9 DM 1 ___
	L.9 Drills  ab ___
	L.9 Kana Practice ___
	

	
	12/5___
	W
	L.9 DM 2 ___
	L.9 Drills  cd ___
	L.9 Sit. Drills ___
	

	16
	12/10 ​___
	M
	L.9 DM 3 ___
	L.9 Drills ef ___
	L.9 List. Comp.___ *
	
	


FINAL EXAM: Mon., December 17  3-5 p.m.   Final Skits ___will also be performed this day. 


* The L.9 Dialogue assignment will be accepted on this day for extra credit.
Study Log 

(Please keep track of how much time you spend on the various activities each day. This will be useful if you want to confer with me on how to improve your performance.)

	DATE
	ACTIVITY

	
	DM Prep.
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	Patterns
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	Dialogues
	Kana
	Other (Specify)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


