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| havebeencorresponihg with apersonwho is certain that th&15foot-
long ark-shapedstructure in eastern TurkeyparDogubayaziis either a fossilized
remains of Noahoés ar k (fig 1;Rasotdal988; o f
Cdlins and Fasold, 1996)No amount of sentific evidenceagainst this model

Fig.1 . Possi bl e Noaho6s ar k c of(kremhvookcdver;d |
Fasold 1988)
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changedhismnbecause the Bible says that Noal
ARnBecause it | ooks |ike a boat, I+ must
shaped structure in the mountains of Ararat must be the fossilized remains of
Noahos ar k soachasé#e cast of an ancient dmitedat Sutton Hoo

near Woodbridge, SuffollEngland.

The Sutton Hodooat was burieth a6™ to 7" century Anglo Saxon
cemeteryas a tomb for an important person living at that tirtte wood structure
has longago decayed and disappearddeverthelesghe outline of the boatnd
Impressions of its wood plankirapd beamsan still be seealthough all the wood
Is now gongFig. 2). Many different kinds omanmadeartifacts have been found
there includinggemstudded jewlerya ceremonial helmed,shield, silver plates,
aniron swordand othetiron objects,and two bushels ofon screw bolts
(presumably rivets for the boat)

P BSSesss .| Sutton Hoo. http:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutton HodLastaccessed,
February 14, 2010)

Fig. 2. Sutton Hoo boatshowing casts of planks and beams.

In eastern Turkeytheark-shaped structurgalled the Durupinar ark)
likewise contains neither wood ngetrifiedwood. The absence afood or
petrifiedwood is indicated by collections of 12 samples of rock from inside the
supposedark he fAdeck, 0 n sdeedyesor gannafithd bodtaise t o p
we l | as outside the sup Davdéaboldwmaskiold n t he
by other investigators at the stteat these rock samplegere petrifiedwood. |
made thin sectios of each sample, and none is petrifiebd. All were volcanic
basaltor andesite. Thereford) that existsasevidencefor Noalb s isatliek
broadboatshapedutline(Fig. 1). Thisevidence iircumstantiabecausets
515foot length matches the 3@xyyptianc u bi t | engt (Fasadf Noah o6«
1988) Neverthelesscastsor impression®f former wood planking and bearns
theark might be expected to be presead,at Sutton Ho@~ig. 2), i f 4 his Aar
structureo is truly a remnant of Noah®&s


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutton_Hoo

Supposederticalfossilizedboatii r idmthési e of -dthreu ditaw ke 0
be seen textendto the top edge of the boéfkig. 3). However, he vertical rib
pattern results from erosion weathered, lesaell-cemented rocgrainsalong
vertical joint planes that cut horizontal sedimentagersthat extend along the
si de o #fs ttrhueclhiiwa mekeos of the ark site, one made by Ron Wyatt
i n 1 DiScdverédiiN o a h 6dsandithelotheproduced by American Media
(Mhe Di scov e ro,)thesdhoriddbota sedirentdry ldyecan be seen
as being continuous througfevertical suppsedii r i bs . 0 Near the
in one of thdower sedimentary layers formersmallstreamhas cut into the layer,
creating a 23 foot channel in whiclhoundedcobbleshave been deposited.ater
this channel and itsobbleswere buriedby sediments thatow occur in the next
overlying sedimentarfayer. Thus, thei r i b sad remanangs ofvood or
petrified woodo f N o a. HTihey araaedikentary rockayers that have been
eroded into a ribbed pattermMMoreover, ulike at Sutton Hoonone of these

Fig. 3. Di stant view of supp essuetared (pleotot i c al ar i
provided by David-asold)



sedimentary rocks in the layers has any casts of remnant wood planks or beams
against which these sedimentary layers could have been deposited and molded to
preserve wood outlines.

Nevertheless, it is still theoretically possible that the Durupinarsiugbed
structure (as revealed by its streamlined outline) could be a cast of a large boat in
which sedi ments were | ater introduced i
thereby preserving its outline when these sediments hardened into rock. For
compari®n, at Sutton Hoo, dirt that covered the burial boat eventually collapsed
and molded around the wooden planks and beams of the burial boat, taking on their
shapes. Subsequently, this dirt became sufficiently cemented to preserve the boat
shape and the dasof the forner planks and beams while bactaral fungus
destroyed the former wood. Wen this Sutton Hoo site was excavated, the
presence of theounded bottom of thieormer boat and its wooddrame were
clearly eviden(Fig. 2). Therefore, didomething similar to this happen at the
Durupina ark site?Dr. John Baumgardnavent to the site and did seismic studies
anddrilling at various places along the length of the Durupinaisadped
structureand foundthatthe underlying rock is variableom one end to the other
(even finding masses of bas@tsome placgsand thatarounded bottonor any
boat bottom of whatever shapedoes notexist, as at Sutton Hoo, which would be
expected i f this structure were truly a

Proponents ofthBarks t r uct ur e 0 leportilakesNroah és ar k
fragments of i1ron that are scattered th
claiming they are remnants of irofirivets0 i w aosaindabrasketsd supposedly
used by Noato hold the walls of the ark togeth@rasold, 1988) Unlike the iron
screw bolts or rivets found at Sutton Hoo, these-gontaining flakes and

fragments feumd cdturtelbe affrer hmot pure ir ol
consistoftheirocont ai ni ng minerals T magnetite
Fasold,1996).

The mineral magnetite is an iron oxide (containing 72.4 % Fe) that is a
common component of igneous rocks and is particularly abundant in the basalt and
andesite volcanic rocks in eastern Turk&ar example, the thin sections of the
basalt and atesite rocks collected by David Fasold (that were supposed to have
been petrified wood) contain abundant magnetite grai3syd Fig. 4).



Fig. 4. Black magnetite grains in basalt; plagioclase crystals (white). (Bifis)was
supposedlpetrified wood but definitely is not.

During weathering and erosion of distant volcanic mountains, such
magnetite grains could have been loosened by erosion and weathering and then
transported by streams to be deposited in the sedimentarg ldmat now ocur in
t h e -siit arrukc Fudhermare) such magnetite grains in the sedimentary rocks
of t hset rAvacrtkur ed can al $ynodemday sreasieande d by
transported out of the interior of the ark. For example, David F§t8&B)has a
field sketch in his bookhowing parallel iron readingfom a metal detector)
extending beyondFig. 9. e eudnotexXplainviy e/ i ar k 0
occurredtherebecause they did not fit his model for how the ark was constructed
as shown on Figl. The explanation is simpleBecause magnetite is heavy for its
size,when transported by watet tends to concentrate as placer deposits, like
placer golddeposits.(Anyone who has panned for gold knows thatyt&kow-
orange gold nuggetnd tinygrains ar&commonly mixed in with black magnetite
sand.) Therefore, these pallel iron readingbeyond thdiark-s t r u @areplaces 0
wheretheeroded, loosened, transported, &edvymagnetite grains have been
dumped byain wateras this wateflowed out of the ark interior.
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Fig.5. Field sketchmade by David Fasold f t he fAbow of the arko s
readings extending beyond the end of the fAar k¢

Proponents of the ark claim that they have fodinoh bracketé t hat Noah

used to help hold the walls of the arkinplage. t hi n secti on of th
(Fig. 6) shows that no iron metal is present and that it consists of black magnetite

grains altering to limonite.



Fig. 6. Closeup view of magnetitegri ns (bl ack) in a supposed
altered to limonite (brown fringes) and cemented with calcite (white), chlorite (kduesn),
and clay (gray) minerals. No iron metal is present. (40x)

Like the streams of magnetite deposibydain waterbeyond the ark, some
magnetite grainsould have beewashed intaight-angle fractures in the rocks
There, their concentrations in the fractumeske thentook like f ranglp h t
br ac k et)s Magretid frggquently alters to limonita yellow to orange
brown, rustylooking, hydrated, iron oxide), so the brownish fragments scattered

t hroughowsttuctreb el dak kl i ke rusted met al

Fig. 7. A slice through a supposed Airon bracke

magnetite grains that have been altered to brownish limonite.



Proponents of the aidsoclaim that they have found rivets and washers in
thef a-stkictur®  w hNioahil alleged to have uséd hold the walls of the ark
together. One examplestiown in Fig. 8 In the two videos (mentioned above)
the black rockwerealleged to be petrified wood. However, the black rock
surrounding the washer and ri€ig. 8) is volcanic basaland not petrified wood.
The evdence for this identification atbetiny white lathsof plagioclase feldspar
(like the white lathsn Fig. 4)that occur in the matrix. It would have been
impossible for Noah to have screwed an iron rivet into volcanic basalt. On that
basis, that blacknaterialinthes upposed fiwashersof and Ari v
magnetite grains that were deposited on a fracaae like the magnetite grains
that accur in the iron bracket (Fig).7 If Noah had really used such rivets and
washers, thousands of them should have been found and not just one or two.
Moreover, the rivet head would have projected above the plahe @fasher and
not be in the same plane.

: Image from
http://www.throneofgod.com/NoahsArk/natlgeo.htnfLast accessed, February 14, 2010)

Fig.8 Supposed dAr i vieunda ta ntdasefi wiaasn\bitetrlodkdike pieces
of iron metal ardikely black magnetite grainsn basalt. White plagioclase crydtaths, like
those in Fig. 4can be seen in theurroundingolack basalt. Thus, the underlying rock is not
petrified wood

Therefore, the belief Dbfiyr ipweotpso,nde nftvsa s
fiiron brackets and other irorrich, rustylooking flakes and fragments are
evidence t hat -stthreu cDwrruepdi niasr Noaarhkdbs ar k

One rock that occurs a few kilometers from the ark site and which was
alleged to be either fossilized redds bark)or a cast of bundles of reeffsasold,


http://www.throneofgod.com/NoahsArk/natlgeo.html

1988 Collins and Fasold, 19969 a remnant block aicrinkledo orthopyroxene
olivine peridotite a rocktypical of what is found ithe upper mantlg=ig. 9. No
preserved wood cefitructure exist this peridotiterocki onlyiron- and

Fig. 9. Supposedicast of barkd This rock is metamorphosed (crinkled) peridotite, formed only
at hightemperatures and pressures in the mahtiage from
http://www.throneofgod.com/NoahsArk/natlgeo.htnfLast accessed, February 14, 2010)

magnesiunrich silicate minerals formed at great tfepnd at the high
temperatures (greater than 1,000°C) that occur in the mantle.

Supposed fAdrogue stoneso for Noahos
nearly 24 kilometers awdy r o m t-dter ui @eakazarg-ig. 10, Fasold,


http://www.throneofgod.com/NoahsArk/natlgeo.html

