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whole nation. The reading courses of the American Library Association
are circulated in libraries generally throughout America. What Judge
Bausman found in the Seattle Public Library, I found in the Chicago
Public Library. What we here in Chicago have found in our perverted
school histories, people of other cities have found or are finding in their
histories. This is not the case of Thompson versus McAndrew. It is the
case of patriotic Americans everywhere against those who defame our
national heroes and make assaults on our national institutions.

The Christian church rests upon the divinity of Christ. To attack that
is to assail the spiritual life of the Christian church. American patriotism
rests upon the nobility of George Washington, father and founder of the
nation, and the righteousness of the cause of freedom and independence
that he led. Take that away and the patriotic structure falls, leaving but
the shell of commercialism. The nobility of heroes, with belief in their
cause and their ideals, is to the nation, what divinity is to religion.
Freedom is in peril if the people turn from the ideals of the founders,
because out of those ideals came the nation. Patriotism lives by the light
of her heroes. Nations have their shrines of patriotism, as churches have
their altars of divinity. The patriotic must guard the one, as the devout
protect the other. Drop the heroes from the country’s histories, and you
take the stars out of the firmament of patriotism. . . .

25. KU KLUX KLAN

The Ku Klux Klan of the Twenties had no direct connection with the
Reconstruction organization. But it did perpetuate the uniforms and
paraphernalia of the older group, its spirit of intolerance, and its
thirst for violence. What distinguished the newer Klan was its national
basis and its inclusion of Catholics, Jews, radicals, and foreigners in gen-
eral as objects of its intolerance. The Klan, then, almost ran the gamut
of modern bigotry.

Any student of the Klan is immediately struck with its similarity in
dogma to European Fascism. Both movements had their ideological roots
deep in the country and village folk. Both stressed nationalism and racial
purity, both seized upon so-called alien minority groups as objects for
attack, and both were militantly opposed to many of the manifestations
of the new urban culture of the western world. Both called for a return
in almost mystical terms to the past, both attacked the new politics of
the left, both decried what was described as the sensual and indulgent
living of the city, both demanded a new discipline in order to return to
the ancient verities. To such an extent the Ku Klux Klan was a counter-
movement against the new urban civilization. The first of the following
two articles on the Klan was written by Hiram Wesley Evans, the “Im-
perial Wizard” or boss of the Klan. Entitled “The Klan’s Fight for
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Americanism,” The North American Review, March 1926, p. 33, it sums
up the Klan’s program. In the interest of brevity and clarity many of the
succeeding passages have been transposed.

WE ARE A MOVEMENT OF THE PLAIN PEOPLE, VERY WEAK IN THE MATTER
of culture, intellectual support, and trained leadership. We are demand-
ing, and we expect to win, a return of power into the hands of the
everyday, not highly cultured, not overly intellectualized, but entirely
unspoiled and not de-Americanized, average citizen of the old stock. Our
members and leaders are all of this class—the opposition of the in-
tellectuals and liberals who held the leadership, betrayed Americanism,
and from whom we expect to wrest control, is almost automatic.

This is undoubtedly a weakness. It lays us open to the charge of being
“hicks” and “rubes” and “drivers of second hand Fords.” We admit it.
Far worse, it makes it hard for us to state our case and advocate our
crusade in the most effective way, for most of us lack skill in language.
Worst of all, the need of trained leaders constantly hampers our progress
and leads to serious blunders and internal troubles. If the Klan ever
should fail it would be from this cause. All this we on the inside know
far better than our critics, and regret more. Our leadership is improving,
but for many years the Klan will be seeking better leaders, and the lead-
ers praying for greater wisdom. . . .

The Klan, therefore, has now come to speak for the great mass of
Americans of the old pioneer stock. We believe that it does fairly and
faithfully represent them, and our proof lies in their support. To under-
stand the Klan, then, it is necessary to understand the character and
present mind of the mass of old-stock Americans. The mass, it must be
remembered, as distinguished from the intellectually mongrelized “Lib-
erals.”

These are, in the first place, a blend of various peoples of the so-called
Nordic race, the race which, with all its faults, has given the world
almost the whole of modern civilization. The Klan does not try to rep-
resent any people but these.

There is no need to recount the virtues of the American pioneers;
but it is too often forgotten that in the pioneer period a selective process
of intense rigor went on. From the first only hardy, adventurous and
strong men and women dared the pioneer dangers; from among these all
but the best died swiftly, so that the new Nordic blend which became
the American race was bred up to a point probably the highest in his-
tory. This remarkable race character, along with the new-won continent
and the new-created nation, made the inheritance of the old-stock Amer-
icans the richest ever given to a generation of men.

In spite of it, however, these Nordic Americans for the last generation
have found themselves increasingly uncomfortable, and finally deeply
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distressed. There appeared first confusion in thought and opinion, a
groping and hesitancy about national affairs and private life alike, in
sharp contrast to the clear, straightforward purposes of our earlier years.
There was futility in religion, too, which was in many ways even more
distressing. Presently we began to find that we were dealing with strange
ideas; policies that always sounded well, but somehow always made us
still more uncomfortable. ;

Finally came the moral breakdown that has been going on for two
decades. One by one all our traditional moral standards went by the
boards, or were so disregarded that they ceased to be binding. The
sacredness of our Sabbath, of our homes, of chastity, and finally even
of our right to teach our own children in our own schools fun@amental
facts and truths were torn away from us. Those who maintained the
old standards did so only in the face of constant ridicule.

Along with this went economic distress. The assurance for the future
of our children dwindled. We found our great cities and the control of
much of our industry and commerce taken over by strangers, who
stacked the cards of success and prosperity against us. Shortly they came
to dominate our government. The bloc system by which this was fione
is now familiar to all. Every kind of inhabitant except the Americans
gathered in groups which operated as units in politics, under orders of
corrupt, self-seeking and un-American leaders, who both by purchase
and threat enforced their demands on politicians. Thus it came about
that the interests of Americans were always the last to be considered by
either national or city governments, and that the native Am'ericans were
constantly discriminated against, in business, in legislation, and in
administrative government.

So the Nordic American today is a stranger in large parts of the land
his fathers gave him. Moreover, he is a most un?velcome strangﬁt'r, one
much spit upon, and one to whom even the nght.to h'flve .hls own
opinions and to work for his own interests is now denied with jeers and
revilings. “We must Americanize the Americans,” a distinguished immi-
grant said recently. Can anything more clearly show the state to which
the real American has fallen in this country which was once his own?

Our falling birth rate, the result of all this: is proof of _our_distress.
We no longer feel that we can be fair to children we bring into the
world, unless we can make sure from the start that they shall have capital
or education or both, so that they need never compete with those who
now fill the lower rungs of the ladder of success. We dare no longer
risk letting our youth “make its own way” in the conditions under which
we live. So even our unborn children are being crowded out of their
birthright!

All this has been true for years, but it was the World War that gave
us our first hint of the real cause of our troubles, and began to crystallize
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our ideas. The war revealed that millions whom we had allowed to share
our heritage and prosperity, and whom we had assumed had become part
of us, were in fact not wholly so. They had other loyalties: each was will-
ing—anxious!—to sacrifice the interests of the country that had given
him shelter to the interests of the one he was supposed to have cast off;
each in fact did use the freedom and political power we had given him
against ourselves whenever he could see any profit for his older loyalty.

This, of course, was chiefly in international affairs, and the excitement
caused by the discovery of disloyalty subsided rapidly after the war
ended. But it was not forgotten by the Nordic Americans. They had been
awakened and alarmed; they began to suspect that the hyphenism which
had been shown was only a part of what existed; their quiet was not that
of renewed sleep, but of strong men waiting very watchfully. And pres-
ently they began to form decisions about all those aliens who were
Americans for profit only.

They decided that even the crossing of salt water did not dim a single
spot on a leopard; that an alien usually remains an alien no matter what
is done to him, what veneer of education he gets, what oaths he takes,
nor what public attitudes he adopts. They decided that the melting pot
was a ghastly failure, and remembered that the very name was coined by
a member of one of the races—the Jews—which most determinedly re-
fuses to melt. They decided that in every way, as well as in politics, the
alien in the vast majority of cases is unalterably fixed in his instincts,
character, thought and interests by centuries of racial selection and
development, that he thinks first for his own people, works only with
and for them, cares entirely for their interests, considers himself always
one of them, and never an American. They decided that in character,
instincts, thought, and purposes—in his whole soul—an alien remains
fixedly alien to America and all it means.

They saw, too, that the alien was tearing down the American stand-
ard of living, especially in the lower walks. It became clear that while
the American can out-work the alien, the alien can so far underlive
the American as to force him out of all competitive labor. So they came
to realize that the Nordic can easily survive and rule and increase if he
holds for himself the advantages won by strength and daring of his
ancestors in times of stress and peril, but that if he surrenders those
advantages to the peoples who could not share the stress, he will soon
be driven below the level at which he can exist by their low standards,
low living and fast breeding. And they saw that the low standard aliens
of Eastern and Southern Europe were doing just that thing to us.

They learned, though more slowly, that alien ideas are just as danger-
ous to us as the aliens themselves, no matter how plausible such ideas
may sound. With most of the plain people this conclusion is based
simply on the fact that the alien ideas do not work well for them. Others
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went deeper and came to understand that the differences in racial back-
ground, in breeding, instinct, character and emotional point of view are
more important than logic. So ideas which may be perfectly healthy for
an alien may also be poisonous for Americans.

Finally they learned the great secret of the propagandists; that success
in corrupting public opinion depends on putting out the subversive
ideas without revealing their source. They came to suspect that “preju-
dice” against foreign ideas is really a protective device of nature against
mental food that may be indigestible. They saw, finally, that the alien
leaders in America act on this theory, and that there is a steady flood of
alien ideas being spread over the country, always carefully disguised as
American.

As they learned all this the Nordic Americans have been gradually
arousing themselves to defend their homes and their own kind of
civilization. They have not known just how to go about it; the idealist
philanthropy and good-natured generosity which led to the philosophy
of the melting pot have died hard. Resistance to the peaceful invasion
of the immigrant is no such simple matter as snatching up weapons and
defending frontiers, nor has it much spectacular emotionalism to draw
men to the colors.

The old-stock Americans are learning, however. They have begun to
arm themselves for this new type of warfare. Most important, they have
broken away from the fetters of the false ideals and philanthropy which
put aliens ahead of their own children and their own race.

To do this they have had to reject completely—and perhaps for the
moment the rejection is a bit too complete—the whole body of “Liberal”
ideas which they had followed with such simple, unquestioning faith.
The first and immediate cause of the break with Liberalism was that it
had provided no defense against the alien invasion, but instead had
excused it—even defended it against Americanism. Liberalism is today
charged in the mind of most Americans with nothing less than national,
racial and spiritual treason.

But this is only the last of many causes of distrust. The plain people
now see that Liberalism has come completely under the dominance of
weaklings and parasites whose alien “idealism” reaches its logical peak
in the Bolshevist platform of “produce as little as you can, beg or steal
from those who do produce, and kill the producer for thinking he is
better than you.” Not that all Liberalism goes so far, but it all seems to
be on that road. The average Liberal idea is apparently that those who
can produce should carry the unfit, and let the unfit rule them.

. . . The Klan goes back to the American racial instincts, and to the
common sense which is their first product, as the basis of its beliefs and
methods. The fundamentals of our thought are convictions, not mere
opinions. We are pleased that modern research is finding scientific back-
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ing for these convictions. We do not need them ourselves; we know that
we are right in the same sense that a good Christian knows that he has
been saved and that Christ lives—a thing which the intellectual can
never understand. These convictions are no more to be argued about
than is our love for our children; we are merely willing to state them for
the enlightenment and conversion of others.

There are three of these great racial instincts, vital elements in both
the historic and the present attempts to build an America which shall
fulfill the aspirations and justify the heroism of the men who made the
nation. These are the instincts of loyalty to the white race, to the tradi-
tions of America, and to the spirit of Protestantism, which has been an
essential part of Americanism ever since the days of Roanoke and Ply-
mouth Rock. They are condensed into the Klan slogan: “Native, white,
Protestant supremacy.”

First in the Klansman’s mind is patriotism—America for Americans.
He believes religiously that a betrayal of Americanism or the American
race is treason to the most sacred of trusts, a trust from his fathers and
a trust from God. He believes, too, that Americanism can only be
achieved if the pioneer stock is kept pure. There is more than race pride
in this. Mongrelization has been proven bad. It is only between closely
related stocks of the same race that interbreeding has improved men;
the kind of interbreeding that went on in the early days of America
between English, Dutch, German, Hugenot, Irish and Scotch.

Racial integrity is a very definite thing to the Klansman. It means even
more than good citizenship, for a man may be in all ways a good citizen
and yet a poor American, unless he has racial understanding of Amer-
icanism, and instinctive loyalty to it. It is in no way a reflection on any
man to say that he is un-American; it is merely a statement that he is not
one of us. It is often not even wise to try to make an American of the
best of aliens. What he is may be spoiled without his becoming Ameri-
can. The races and stocks of men are as distinct as breeds of animals,
and every boy knows that if one tries to train a bulldog to herd sheep,
he has in the end neither a good bulldog nor a good collie.

The Jew is a . . . complex problem. His abilities are great, he con-
tributes much to any country where he lives. This is particularly true
of the Western Jew, those of the stocks we have known so long. Their
separation from us is more religious than racial. When freed from
persecution these Jews have shown a tendency to disintegrate and amal-
gamate. We may hope that shortly, in the free atmosphere of America,
Jews of this class will cease to be a problem. Quite different are the
Eastern Jews of recent immigration, the Jews known as the Askhenasim.
It is interesting to note that anthropologists now tell us that these are
not true Jews, but only Judaized Mongols—Chazars. These, unlike the
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true Hebrew, show a divergence from the American type so great that
there seems little hope of their assimilation.

The second word in the Klansman’s trilogy is “white.” The white race
must be supreme, not only in America but in the world. This is equally
undebatable, except on the ground that the races might live together,
each with full regard for the rights and interests of others, and that those
rights and interests would never conflict. Such an idea, of course, is
absurd; the colored races today, such as Japan, are clamoring not for
equality but for their supremacy. The whole history of the world, on
its broader lines, has been one of race conflicts, wars, subjugation or ex-
tinction. This is not pretty, and certainly disagrees with the maudlin
theories of cosmopolitanism, but it is truth. The world has been so made
that each race must fight for its life, must conquer, accept slavery or die.
The Klansman believes that the whites will not become slaves, and he
does not intend to die before his time. . . .

The Negro, the Klan considers a special duty and problem of the
white American. He is among us through no wish of his; we owe it to
him and to ourselves to give him full protection and opportunity. But
his limitations are evident; we will not permit him to gain sufficient
power to control our civilization. Neither will we delude him with
promises of social equality which we know can never be realized. The
Klan looks forward to the day when the Negro problem will have been
solved on some much saner basis than miscegenation, and when every
State will enforce laws making any sex relations between a white and a
colored person a crime.

For the alien in general we have sympathy, opportunity, justice, but
no permanent welcome unless he becomes truly American. It is our duty
to see that he has every chance for this, and we shall be glad to accept
him if he does. We hold no rancor against him; his race, instincts, train-
ing, mentality and whole outlook of life are usually widely different
from ours. We cannot blame him if he adheres to them and attempts to
convert us to them, even by force. But we must see that he can never
succeed. . . .

The third of the Klan principles is that Protestantism must be su-
preme; that Rome shall not rule America. The Klansman believes this
not merely because he is a Protestant, nor even because the Colonies
that are now our nation were settled for the purpose of wresting America
from the control of Rome and establishing a land of free conscience. He
believes it also because Protestantism is an essential part of Americanism;
without it America could never have been created and without it she
cannot go forward. Roman rule would kill it.

Protestantism contains more than religion. It is the expression in
religion of the same spirit of independence, self-reliance and freedom
which are the highest achievements of the Nordic race. It sprang into
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being automatically at the time of the great “upsurgence” of strength in
the Nordic peoples that opened the spurt of civilization in the fifteenth
century. It has been a distinctly Nordic religion, and it has been through
this religion that the Nordics have found strength to take leadership of
all whites and the supremacy of the earth. Its destruction is the deepest
purpose of all other peoples, as that would mean the end of Nordic
rule.

It is the only religion that permits the unhampered individual de-
velop_ment and the unhampered conscience and action which were neces-
sary in the settling of America. Our pioneers were all Protestants, ex-
cept for an occasional Irishman—Protestants by nature if not by religion
—fo1_" though French and Spanish dared and explored and showed great
heroism, they made little of the land their own. America was Protestant
from birth. . . .

The real indictment against the Roman Church is that it is, funda-
mentally.( and irredeemably, in its leadership, in politics, in thought, and
largely in membership, actually and actively alien, un-American and
usually anti-American. The old stock Americans, with the exception of
the few such of Catholic faith—who are in a class by themselves, stand-
mng tragically torn between their faith and their racial and national
patriotism—see in the Roman Church today the chief leader of alienism,
and the most dangerous alien power with a foothold inside our bound-
aries. It is this and nothing else that has revived hostility to Catholicism.
By no stretch of the imagination can it fairly be called religious preju-
dice, though, now that the hostility has become active, it does derive
some strength from the religious schism.

We Americans see many evidences of Catholic alienism. We believe
that its official position and its dogma, its theocratic autocracy and its
claim to full authority in temporal as well as spiritual matters, all make
it impossible for it as a church, or for its members if they obey it, to
codperate in a free democracy in which Church and State have been
separated. It is true that in this country the Roman Church speaks very
softly on these points, so that many Catholics do not know them. It is
also true that the Roman priests preach Americanism, subject to their
own conception of Americanism, of course. But the Roman Church it-
self makes a point of the divine and unalterable character of its dogma,
it has never seen fit to abandon officially any of these un-American
attitudes, and it still teaches them in other countries. Until its does
renounce them, we cannot believe anything except that they all remain
in force, ready to be called into action whenever feasible, and tem-
porarily hushed up only for expediency.

The hierarchical government of the Roman Church is equally at odds
with Americanism. The Pope and the whole hierarchy have been for
centuries almost wholly Italian. It is nonsense to suppose that a man, by
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entering a church, loses his race or national loyalties. The Roman
Church today, therefore, is just what its name says—Roman; and it is
impossible for its hierarchy or the policies they dictate to be in real sym-
pathy with Americanism. Worse, the Italians have proven to be one
of the least assimilable of people. The autocratic nature of the Catholic
Church organization, and its suppression of free conscience or free de-
cision, need not be discussed; they are unquestioned. Thus it is funda-
mental to the Roman Church to demand a supreme loyalty, overshadow-
ing national or race loyalty, to a power that is inevitably alien, and
which at the best must inevitably inculcate ideals un-American if not
actively anti-American.

We find, too, that even in America, the majority of the leaders and
of the priests of the Roman Church are either foreign born, or of for-
eign parentage and training. They, like other aliens, are unable to teach
Americanism if they wish, because both race and education prevent
their understanding what it is. The service they give it, even if sincere,
can at best produce only confusion of thought. Who would ask an Amer-
ican, for instance, to try to teach Italians their own language, history,
and patriotism, even without the complication of religion?

Another difficulty is that the Catholic Church here constantly rep-
resents, speaks for and cares for the interests of a large body of alien
peoples. Most immigration of recent years, so unassimilable and funda-
mentally un-American, has been Catholic. The Catholics of American
stock have been submerged and almost lost; the aliens and their interests
dictate all policies of the Roman Church which are not dictated from
Rome itself.

Also, the Roman Church seems to take pains to prevent the assimila-
tion of these people. Its parochial schools, its foreign born priests, the
obstacles it places in the way of marriage with Protestants unless the chil-
dren are bound in advance to Romanism, its persistent use of the foreign
languages in church and school, its habit of grouping aliens together
and thus creating insoluble alien masses—all these things strongly im-
pede Americanization. Of course they also strengthen and solidify the
Catholic Church, and make its work easier, and so are very natural, but
the fact remains that they are hostile to Americanism.

Finally, there is the undeniable fact that the Roman Church takes
an active part in American politics. It has not been content to accept
in good faith the separation of Church and State, and constantly tries
through political means to win advantages for itself and its people—in
other words, to be a political power in America, as well as a spiritual
power. Denials of Catholic activity in politics are too absurd to need
discussion. The ‘“Catholic vote” is as well recognized a factor as the
“dry vote.” All politicians take it for granted.

The facts are that almost everywhere, and especially in the great in-
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dustrial centers where the Catholics are strongest, they vote almost as
a unit, under control of leaders of their own faith, always in support
of the interests of the Catholic Church and of Catholic candidates with-
out regard to other interests, and always also in support of alienism
whenever there is an issue raised. They vote, in short, not as American
citizens, but as aliens and Catholics! They form the biggest, strongest,
most cohesive of all the alien blocs. On many occasions they form
alliances with other alien blocs against American interests, as with the
Jews in New York today, and with others in the case of the recent
opposition to immigration restriction. Incidentally they have been re-
sponsible for some of the worst abuses in American politics, and today
are the chief support of such machines as that of Brennan in Chicago,
Curley in Boston and Tammany in New York. . . .

Toward the Catholic as an individual the Klan has no “attitude”
whatever. His religion is none of our business. But toward the Catholic
Church as a political organization, and toward the individual Catholic
who serves it as such, we have a definite intolerance. We are intolerant
of the refusal of the Roman Church to accept equality in a democracy,
and resent its attempts to use clerical power in our politics. We resent,
too, the subservience of members who follow clerical commands in poli-
tics. We are intolerant, also, of the efforts of the Roman Church to pre-
vent the assimilation of immigrant members. We demand that in politics
and in education the Roman Church abandon its clutching after special
and un-American privileges, and that it become content to depend for
its strength on the truth of its teachings and the spiritual power of its
leaders. Further than this we ask nothing. We admit that this is in-
tolerant; we deny that it is either bigoted or unjust.
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This article, “Gentlemen from Indiana,” by Morton Harrison, The
Atlantic Monthly, May, 1928, p. 676, describes in detail how the Klan
almost took over this northern state. Of particular interest is the sales
campaign it organized and its use of economic and social pressure to
win over the dissident and silence the opposition. Something of the
native American’s deep unrest with the developing urban culture can
be gained from the description of the fervent and almost religious sup-
port of the Klan and its leaders in a state which once had known and
sheltered Abraham Lincoln. Reprinted by permission of The Atlantic
Monthly.

A HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN, MOST OF THEM WEARING FLOWING WHITE ROBES
and visored cowls, waited patiently about a mound in a field near
Kokomo, Indiana. They had been told, “A new Messiah will be born



