
The Fifties – The Four A’s

ANXIETY, ANTI-COMMUNISM, 
AFFLUENCE, ALIENATION



ANXIETY



Inflation, not Unemployment





Postwar Europe - Split



“Iron Curtain”





Hiroshima, August 7, 1945



The Russian Bomb, ‘49



CD = Civil Defense

Bert the Turtle Says

“Duck and Cover”



CD = Cognitive Dissonance





Our H-Bomb, ‘52



Their H-bomb, ‘53



“New Look” 

Mutual Assured Destruction

Dwight Eisenhower

“Ike” B-52



This is Only A Test…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzuTEPN8OlE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzuTEPN8OlE


Fallout





Communism SPREADING!



October 4, 1957 - Sputnik



No Need to Worry



There Wouldn’t Be Such Anxiety 

if it wasn’t for those Godless 

Communists!



ANTI-COMMUNISM



“Projecting”

Anti-Communism at Home

•



Anticommunism in American 

Politics and Culture

“Taking the Fifth”



The “Hollywood Ten”

House Un-

American Activities 

Committee (HUAC) 

asks…

“Are you Now or 

Have You Ever Been 

a Communist?”



The Blacklist -- Why? 

Dalton Trumbo – Blacklisted 13 years



Who was Alger Hiss?



Who You Can Trust? 

Loyalty Oaths, 1950



The Reds Could Be Hiding 

Under Your Bed!



You Could Bowl with One on 

Tuesdays 



Red Scare or Red Menace? 

What is McCarthyism?



Conformist Society:

Don’t Stand Out in  A Crowd



“Cultural Containment”

Clear Lines Drawn and 

Policed

Ambiguity and Complexity 

Become Suspect



Whatever Communists Like, 

We Don’t Like

All-Powerful State vs. “Nuclear” 

Family



Soviet Collective Farms



American Family Farms

http://images.google.com/hosted/life/f?q=american+family+farmer&prev=/images%3Fq%3Damerican%2Bfamily%2Bfarmer%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4TSHB_enUS305US305%26sa%3DN%26start%3D18&imgurl=b56c4c95673fc306




Soviet “Big Boxes”



American“Little Boxes”



Soviet Athiesm



American Religious Fervor



“Under God…”





A Woman’s Place…



Rigid Gender Roles 



Domestic Containment: 

Everyone is Getting Married



Even in the 

Comics



Postwar Baby Boom

“The Family is the key to beating the Soviets!”





Our Television Families

“The Family is the key to beating 

the Soviets!”







“No one would believe it…”



Heroes or Villians…

“It’s Us or Them”



Return of the “Full-Figured Girl”



Rock Hudson

And the 100% Red-Blooded 

American Man



Family, Religion, Gender Roles 

Separate Us from the Communists

But, being Anti-Communist is not 

enough…



Biggest Difference:  We’re Wealthier!  

Highest Standard of Living in History



AFFLUENCE



Why U.S. Economic 

Dominance After World 

War II?

- Government Laws/Policies

- Postwar Economic Growth

- New Business Models and

Technologies



G.I. Bill

Maybe the Most 

Important Law  

passed in the 

U.S. in the 20th

Century?



Marshall Plan, 1947

• $13 Billion in 

aid to Western 

Europe 



Business and Labor Harmony

• Big Labor Prospers

– Good Union Contracts

– Factory Workers Buy Homes

– 60% Americans Are Home 

Owners 

• Big Business Booms

– Wartime contributions 

restores its reputation 



Suburban Housing Boom

$10,000 homes – FHA and VA Loans



Levittown



Interstate Highway System



Consumption Skyrockets!

It’s Patriotic!  



Retailing

• Southdale: Minneapolis, 1956





Credit Cards

• Diners’ Club for the Jet Set

• Sears cards for the rest of us   



The Future Will be Fantastic!*

*If we don’t blow 

each other up



New Business Models to Serve 

the Leisure Market



New Industries



The Organization Men

Irony:  What about Individualism?



Fifties prosperity is delivering the 

highest standard of living in the 

world… 

Who Could be Unhappy?



ALIENATION



Alienation due to Exclusion



Most African Americans Live 

Second Class Lives

De Jure or De Facto, It Still Spells Segregation





Sgt. Isaac Woodard



Suburban American Dream?





The Warren Court

Brown v Board of Education, 1954



School Integration

Little Rock, 1957



Public Accommodations and Jobs

Economic Justice No Less Important than Integration

Grass-roots activists persist in a prolonged struggle



The Alienation from Affluence:
Chaos, Spontaneity, Noncomformity



Abstract Expressionism

Jackson Pollock



Literature

Burroughs, Ginsburg, Kerouac

The BEATS



Extreme Comics



Sex
• Which View Represented the ‘50s?

Playboy 

1953



Youth culture and 

rebellion

• Anti-Materialism 

• Anti-Conformity

• Marlon Brando

• James Dean



Rock – Rebellion or Racket?

• First Teen Market

• New “technology”

– 45s and Transistor 

Radios 

• Elvis Presley 

changes

everything



The “threat” of Elvis Presley

• Race

• Sex

• Protestant Work 

Ethic



A 5th “A”??



Anticipation



The Fifties – The Four A’s

ANXIETY, ANTI-COMMUNISM, 
AFFLUENCE, ALIENATION


