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California State University – Northridge

Political Science 405

Spring 2004

PUBLIC POLICY FORMATION

Where: Sierra Hall 290





Professor: Tom Hogen-Esch

When: 10:00 – 10:50 W





Office: Sierra Tower 216 

Phone: (818) 677-3484





Office Hours: 2:00-4:00 M,W; and by appt.

Email: tom.hogen-esch@csun.edu

Required Texts: 

· Birkland, Thomas, Policy Process: Theories, Concepts and Models of Public Policy Making. M.E. Sharpe, 2001

· Political Science 405 Course Reader, available at Northridge Copy Center (across from Carl’s JR.)
· Other Case Studies to be distributed via internet. 

Course Description and Objectives:

Although this is a course in public policy formation, we proceed from the assumption that it is impossible to understand how policy is formed without reference to the other stages in the policy making process. While developing expertise in public policy formation, this course emphasizes analytic reasoning, and written and verbal argumentation. Emphasis is also placed on the intensely political nature of policy-making. We will examine how policy issues emerge – or fail to emerge – from the political process, beginning with problem identification, formation of alternative policy responses, and policy implementation and evaluation. The influence of institutional and non-institutional players on policy making will also be discussed. The general objectives of the course are to acquire and polish skills in 1) analytical reasoning; 2) political acumen and feasibility; and 3) policy design, research, and oral and written communication skills.  Because the vast majority of public policy is made at the state and local level, this course will have a California and Los Angeles focus. In particular, you will develop expertise in two important and relevant policy areas: education and environmental policy in California.

Course Requirements:
· Class Participation 

25%

and Attendance

· Policy Report

40%

· Final


35%

Course Outline
PART 1: Foundations of Public Policy Formation

Week 1
Feb. 2 


Course Outline; Expectations of Students; Student Introductions

Feb. 4


What is Public Policy? Birkland, Ch. 1

Feb. 6


Historical Overview of the Field 

Week 2

Feb. 9


Intergovernmental Context of Public Policy, Birkland, Ch. 2

Feb. 11


Institutional Context of Policy in California, Birkland, Ch. 3

Feb. 13


Institutional Context of Policy in California, cont

Week 3

Feb. 16


Non-Governmental Players, Birkland, Ch. 4

Feb. 18 


Non-Governmental Players, cont.
Feb. 20


Non-Governmental Players, cont.
Week 4

Feb. 23


Theories of Power in Policy-Making, Birkland, Ch. 5 

Feb. 25


Theories of Power in Policy-Making, cont.

Feb. 27


Agenda Setting, Birkland, Ch. 5; PAPER TOPICS DUE
Week 5

Mar. 1


Policies and Policy Types, Birkland, Ch. 6

Mar. 3


Policy Design and Tools, Birkland, Ch. 7

Mar. 5


The Policy Analysis Process; Course Reader, pp. 21-65

PART 2: Education Policy in California

Week 6
Mar. 8


 PBS Documentary: “First to Worst: California’s Public Schools”

Mar. 10


 PBS Documentary: “First to Worst: California’s Public Schools”

Mar. 12


 Discussion

Week 7

Mar. 15


 Education Policy: Low Grades for National Effort; Course Reader, pp. 265-303 

Mar. 17


 Teacher Education; Course Reader, pp. 1-19

Mar. 19


 Teacher Pay in California; See Course Website

Week 8

Mar. 22


 School Vouchers; Course Reader, pp. 59-77

Mar. 24


 Reforming School Funding; Course Reader, pp. 79-97

Mar. 26


 Unequal Funding for Schools in America; See Course Website

Week 9

Mar. 29


 Crisis and Reform in Oakland Unified; See Course Website

Mar. 31


 Ceasar Chavez Holdiay

Apr. 2


 Crisis and Reform in Oakland Unified, cont.

SPRING BREAK APRIL 5-10

PART 3: Environmental Policy in California

Week 10

Apr. 12


 Documentary: “Environmental Justice in Chester, PA”

Apr. 14


 Documentary: “Environmental Justice in Chester, PA”

Apr. 16


 Environmental Justice; Course Reader, pp. 183-200; OUTLINE/BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE
Week 11

Apr. 19


Environmental Policy and Economic Development; Course Reader, pp. 476-505

Apr. 21


Cornfield of Dreams; See Course Website

Apr. 23


Cornfield of Dreams, cont.

Week 12

Apr. 26


Speaker?

Apr. 28


Urban Sprawl in the West; Course Reader, pp. 165-183 and Washington’s GMA (website)

Apr. 30


Presentation Tips and Keys to Success

PART 4: Class Presentations

Week 13

May. 3


Presentations
May. 5


Presentations
May. 7


Presentations
POLICY PAPERS DUE
Week 14

May. 10


Presentations
May. 12  

Presentations
May. 14
 

Presentations
Week 15

May. 17


Presentations
May. 19


Presentations
May. 21


Review for Final

FINAL EXAM: AS SCHEDULED

*Late Assignment Policy: You have all semester to do the work.  Absent dire circumstances, trust me when I say, “late assignments will not be accepted.”
* All grades will be on the 90 – 100 A, 80 – 89 B, etc. scale.  The plus/minus system will be used.
Suggested Topics:

Education Policy:




Environmental Policy:
Will ‘No Child Left Behind' Work?



Should Household Cleaning Products Be Regulated?

Are Standardized Tests Biased?



Should Lawnmower Emissions Be Banned?

Do Smaller Classes Matter?



Should Dry-Cleaning Be Banned?

Charter Schools





Brownfield Restoration

Head Start Program




Regulation of Paints, Solvents, Lighter Fluid

Teacher Credentialing




Smog-Control for Pre-1973 Cars

School Construction




Environmental Justice

Healthy Schools Initiative




Toxic Mold

Bi-lingual Education




California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Music/Arts Programs




California Endangered Species Act
Suggested Topics Cont.

Busing






California Coastal Protection Act

School funding





LA River Restoration

Serrano vs. Priest





Groundwater Contamination

After School Programs




Alternative Fuels

Teacher Salaries





Urban Run-off

Schools and Civic Engagement



Marine/Wildlife Habitat

Diversity in the Classroom

General Public Policy Websites

Public Policy Institute of California: www.ppic.org
Brookings Institute: www.brook.edu
California Public Interest Research Group: www.calpirg.org
Cato Institute: www.cato.org
Reason Foundation: www.reason.org
Urban Policy Institute: www.urban.org
Pacific Research Institute: www.pacificresearch.org
Institute of Governmental Studies, UC Berkeley: www.igs.berkeley.edu/library/gallery-ca.html#PUBLIC
California Government Resource Board: www.library.ca.gov/html/statseg2a.cfm
Tomas Rivera Policy Institute: www.trpi.org
Education-Related Websites:

US Department of Education: www.ed.gov
National Center for Education Statistics: www.nces.ed.org
Policy Analysis For California Education: http://pace.berkeley.edu
Edsource-California Online: www.edsource.org
California Department of Education: www.cde.ca.gov
Los Angeles Unified School District: www.lausd.k12.ca.us
Education Commission of the States: www.ecs.org
Council of Great City Schools: www.cgcs.org
WestEd: www.wested.org
Environment-Related Websites:

South Coast Air Quality Management District: www.aqmd.org
California Environmental Protection Agency: www.calepa.cs.gov
CERES Environmental Law, Regulation, and Policy: www.ceres.ca.gov/env_law/state
California Air Resources Board: www.arb.ca.gov
Urban and Environmental Policy Institute: www.departments.oxy.edu/uepi
City of Los Angeles Environmental Affairs Department: http://www.ci.la.ca.us/EAD/
Sierra Club: www.sierraclub.org
National Resources Defense Council: www.nrdc.org
Heal the Bay: www.healthebay.org
Suggested Public Policy Journals:

Journal of Policy Analysis and Management


Planning and Administration

Public Administration Quarterly



Journal of Urban Analysis

Social Science Quarterly




Journal of Social, Political and Economic Studies

Public Opinion Quarterly




Publius

The American Political Science Review


Public Policy

Urban Affairs Quarterly




Policy and Politics

Evaluation Quarterly




Policy Studies Journal

Environmental Study of Politics
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