Study Questions for “Hopi: Songs of the Fourth World”

How did mankind sense there was another world?

How many worlds have there been?

What crop are Hopi committed to?

What do Hopi feel is significant about their location

What are the four colors of corn?  What is special about blue corn for the Hopi?

How do Hopi know its time for planting?

What is the Hopi attitude to the planting stick?

What act is being symbolically enacted by planting?

In what way are corn sprouts treated like babies?

How does sprouting corn reenact creation?

What are ears of corn with tassels like?

How do Hopi boys get to talk to girls?

What preparations do Hopi make for weddings?

What is Piki bread

What does the Groom’s family make for the bride’s family?

What does the bride’s sash represent?

How do weddings refer to funerals?

Why are Hopi kivas (political groups) concerned about weaving?

How is a corn stalk like a woman

What is ‘Mother corn?’ 

What happens to a Hopi baby after birth?

What is a Hopi baby given when it is named?

What happens to the last breath of a dying person?

What are kachinas?

What inspires the artist who paints kachinas?

Why do Hopi consider thoughts important?

What good comes from prayer leaders?

What gender makes pots?

What is the relationship between the artist and the pot made by the artist?

What clan do Hopi children belong to?

What kinds of relatives teach children cooperation?

How do children learn to work in traditional Hopi society?

What did the U.S. Army do to Hopi children in 1906?

What was the policy toward Hopi language at boarding schools?

What were the goals of boarding school?

What language do Hopi sing in school now?

Who teaches Hopi Children on ceremonial occasions?

Who makes the best clowns?

Why are smiles sacred?

How is a corn bake made sacred?

What supernatural beings are involved in opening the pit of baked corn?

What signifies kachinas at a corn bake?

What corn ear is eaten communally? 

Who spoke and thought the world?

