
Observing a Lesson: 

Focus on Student Learning 
Questions for Support Providers to consider while observing: 
 

1. Was the goal of the lesson clear? Did the lesson activities contribute effectively to 
achieving the goal? 

2. Was the flow of the lesson coherent, and did it support students’ learning of the 
concept? 

3. Were the instructional materials helpful in achieving the goal of the lesson? 
4. Did the classroom discussions help promote student understanding? 
5. Was the content of the lesson appropriate for students’ level of understanding? 
6. Did students apply their prior knowledge to understand the content of the lesson? 
7. Did the teacher’s questions engage and facilitate student thinking? 
8. Were student ideas valued and incorporated into the lesson?   
9. Was there a lesson summary?  Was it consistent with the lesson goal? 
10. Was student learning monitored throughout the lesson? What techniques did the  

teacher use to gather information about student learning? 
 

Post -Observation Reflection Questions for the Intern Teacher 

Focus on Student Learning 
 

1. Was the goal of the lesson made clear to the students?  
Did the lesson activities contribute effectively to achieving the goal? 

2. Were there sufficient opportunities for practice? Did the instructional strategies 
that were used support students’ learning of the concepts? 

3. Were the instructional materials helpful in achieving the goal of the lesson? 
4. Did the classroom discussions help promote student understanding? 
5. Was the content of the lesson appropriate for students’ level of understanding? 
6. Did students apply their prior knowledge to understand the content of the lesson? 
7. Did my questions engage and facilitate student thinking? 
8. Were student ideas valued and incorporated into the lesson?   
9. Was there a lesson summary?  Was it consistent with the lesson goal? 
10. Was student learning monitored throughout the lesson? What techniques did I use 

to gather information about student learning? 
11. What might I do differently next time to improve student learning? 
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