Gender, race, class and sexuality – PACE  7

INTERSECTIONS OF GENDER, RACE, CLASS AND SEXUALITY – Spring 2003  - PACE
Instructor

: Sheena Malhotra, Ph.D.

Office


: Jerome Richfield 340 

Phone


: 818-677-7217

email


: sheena.malhotra@csun.edu
Class Time 

: Wednesdays 8:00 – 10:00 p.m. 

& Saturdays 12:30 – 4:30 p.m. on 3/29, 4/12, 5/3 & 5/17.

Office Hours

: Tuesdays: 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. & Wednesdays: 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

+ by appointment

COURSE OBJECTIVES
“Intersections Of Gender, Race, Class And Sexuality” examines race, class, gender as social constructions that are negotiated within specific historical and material locations.  We will study the connections between images in popular culture, history, and social practices in our daily lives.  From this perspective we will explore how the social roles we perform and consume every day produce and sustain uneven social relations between and among differently situated people and groups.  Of particular interest is the way in which gender intersects with other social categories such as race, class, sexuality, and national origin in our daily lives and popular images.  By studying these intersections from the perspective of women living them, we move marginalized women from their typically marginal position to the center of the curriculum. 

The central aim of the course is to understand gender not as a singular category, but to see the ways in which gender intersects with other axes of power within specific historical contexts to interrogate the complexities of the social forces that shape our lives in contradictory ways.  For instance, how does class privilege relate to gender oppression?  How does gender privilege intersect with racial oppression?  Upon which axes of power are you privileged and/or marginalized?  How are we empowered and/or marginalized by social systems that go beyond our immediate lives and yet influence them so deeply?  These considerations take place within the material and historical contexts that shape the possibilities of experience that social groups may have.

The course is designed to enable students to become critically reflexive about the cultural representations that we consume and daily practices we perform in which gender, race, class, sexuality, and nation are constituted.  Readings, class activities, and homework assignments aim to enable students to analyze and write about gendered identity formation and the political significance of social categories.  One desired outcome of the course is to increase students’ sensitivity towards societal issues relating to discrimination, exploitation, and domination.

We will have a special focus this semester on the “War on Terrorism” and the Anti-War movement… particularly as it relates to intersections of gender, race, class & sexuality 

REQUIRED TEXTS

Bhavnani, Kum-Kum (Ed.). (2001).  Feminism and “Race.”  Oxford: Oxford University Press.
WS 350 Reader.  Available at “ASAP Copy & Print.” 9250 Reseda Blvd.  On the corner of Reseda and Praire.  Ph: 818-700-7999.

CLASS POLICIES

Class Participation/ Readings: Class participation is crucial to “getting” the concepts put forth in this class.  The content of this course is not “merely” theoretical or political, but rather, it involves our personal lives—our relationships, our careers, our families.  The course is designed to “denaturalize” social categories that are political, which does not mean that they are not extremely personal.  Having one’s social privilege/ marginality marked, as this course aims to do, is not always a comfortable process to undergo.  Yet it is productive.  In order to facilitate a “safe” environment—particularly for those students who are taking risks in exploring the forces that marginalize and/or privilege them—students are expected to contribute in meaningful, sensitive, and self-reflexive ways to class discussions.  

Also, because some of the theoretical and critical issues we will deal with in this course are complex, it is important that students stay current on the reading.  Reading should be done well in advance to class and students should be prepared to contribute well thought-out and relevant questions and content to the discussion.  Respect for every student’s experience and opinion will be expected.  Please do the readings before coming to class as they are essential for meaningful discussions to occur.  Bring in one question for each reading every class.  This is part of your participation grade.  Class participation may also include: students writing short, in-class responses; short, informal presentations; group discussions.  Unannounced mini-quizzes will be administered if many of you consistently do not keep up with the readings and/or are missing class regularly.

Late Work: Turn in papers and projects on the date they are due, unless you have a legitimate university-approved reason (such as a medical emergency).  Late work will not be accepted if it is submitted more than one day after the due date.
Academic honesty and plagiarism:  All assignments must be the student’s own original work.  Please cite sources in your papers and familiarize yourself with CSUN guidelines on academic honesty. Plagiarism and cheating are grounds for university action and will not be tolerated.  It is the responsibility of the instructor to report any cases of plagiarism to the administration and can result in an “F” on the assignment, in the class.

GRADING

	Leading Class Discussion
	10

	Attendance and Participation in class
	25

	Auto-Ethnography Paper
	15

	Response Papers x 2
	20

	Questions
	15

	Exam
	30

	Event Paper
	10

	Final Project/Paper
	25

	TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE
	150


GRADING SCALE

97-100 A+

87-89  B+

77-79  C+
 
67-69  D+

93-96   A

83-86  B

73-76  C

63-66  D

90-92   A-

80-82  B-

70-72  C-

60-62  D-

ASSIGNMENTS

LEADING CLASS DISCUSSION [10 points]:  You will be expected to lead class discussion in pairs on one of the readings assigned in this class.  Together, prepare a one-page handout for the class on the day that you are leading the discussion.  Explain the main concepts of the reading clearly, use examples to build the concepts in the article, develop a critique and prepare questions to prompt class participation and engagement.  

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION [25 points]:  A significant portion of your grade depends on your attendance and active participation in the class.  This requirement consists of the following components: (a) attendance, (b) punctuality, (c) keeping up with the readings, (d) active participation in class which consists of significant involvement in class discussions, asking and answering questions, etc. (e) participation in in-class exercises and group work.

If you have more than one unexplained/unexcused absences, your grade will be affected adversely.   Please turn off beepers, cell phones, etc. when you are in the classroom.

RESPONSE PAPERS [20 points]: Choose one of the readings to focus on and write a response paper in which you: 1) identify the author’s thesis; 2) define one key concept from the reading; and 3) discuss your emotional response to the reading; 4) raise at least one question for discussion.  2 papers … worth 5 points each.

AUTO-ETHNOGRAPHY [15 points]: this paper asks you to think about the ways in which your everyday life is personally affected by race, class and gender.  You will write a short paper (3-4 pages double-spaced).  There are three components to the paper that I will be evaluating: description, definition, and application.

1) Write one to three paragraphs describing an event in your life that was a pivotal in your identity formation with regard to race, class, or gender.  Perhaps it was especially confusing, but now you have a better sense of since taking this class.

2) Write one to three paragraphs in which you outline, clarify, and define a concept from the reading that you will later apply to the event.  You should draw directly on the reading for this portion of the paper, citing a specific text including the author’s name and page number

3) Write one to three paragraphs in which you analyze the event for the ways in which race is a learned and transmitted cultural production, that it is read on the body, that it shapes our lives in certain ways, or whatever other concept you define in section 2 above.

QUESTIONS [15 points]: There are 8 class meetings when we have readings assigned.  For 5 of these meetings, bring in at least three well formulated, typed questions on three of the readings for that day.  If you are turning in questions on a day when we are meeting online… post your questions to the discussion board instead of bringing them into class.  In order to get the points… the questions must be posted under the appropriate DISCUSSION BOARD thread by the time the class starts that day.  i.e., you must post  by 8 p.m. on 4/9 if you wish to get credit for that day’s readings.

In order to get points for the questions, they must be thoughtful and insightful, designed to evoke discussion of the reading.  You will not be given any points for questions that ask for factual, superficial information, or questions that invite “yes/no” type of answers.  Designing a good question entails taking time to do the reading, and to reflect on the issues brought up in that reading.  We will often use your questions to guide in-class discussions on the reading, so dedicate some time to designing good discussion-oriented questions. For a question to be accepted for points, it MUST be turned in on the day that the reading is due.
EVENT REPORT [10 points]: Attend one “event” on or off campus that deals with gender, race, class or sexuality.  It could be a lecture, a performance piece, etc.  Analyze the event you have attended, utilizing some of the readings/discussions from this class.  You may turn this report in any time during the semester.
EXAM [30 points]: the exam will be based on all the readings assigned for this class as well as on all in-class discussions and materials presented.  The exam will be in essay format: short answer questions and long essays.  You can access the exam online starting on May 7th.  You must finish the exam by May 14th midnight. The exam is timed.  So once you start the exam, you only have 2 hours in which to finish it.
FINAL GROUP PRESENTATION: Begin now finding people you can form a group with.  You will collectively do a 10-15-minute presentation and write a 7-10 page paper in which you incorporate at least five reading sources from the class and three outside scholarly sources.  Groups should consist of 3-4 members.  If you are taking this class as a capstone course for the Liberal Studies major, your paper will be a longer [20-25 pg] research paper.  In your paper describe and analyze: 1) your group process, the ways in which race, class, gender, and/or sexual-orientation gets played out in your group dynamic; and 2) the specificities of the project that you choose to undertake.  You have 2 options for this project.  

1) Do a “cultural study” of any popular text.  Choose a text that can be “consumed” by the class within 10 minutes (a music video, a song, a movie trailer, a commercial or advertisement).  Analyze and critique the ways in which race, gender, class, and sexual orientation get played out within the text in ways that challenge and/or reinscribe dominant social norms.  Raise some critical questions for the class to interrogate together.  

2) Research the “War on Terror” from a gendered, racial and/or class perspective.  What are some of the issues of power in this “war.”   How do we understand the historical and political circumstances that have brought us to this juncture, “who counts and who doesn’t?” {Roy}. 
3) Research a topic of your choice that focuses on the intersections of at least two power dimensions discussed in this class [gender, race, class, sexuality, ability, etc.].  Please get your topic approved by me no later than April 23rd.
One possibility is to do a “critical ethnography” of your own group, discussing the struggles and/or benefits of alliances among you.  You may ground your ethnography in a number of ways: you may choose a specific activist project to become involved in, you may do a study of some area of interest you all share, or you can meet together to analyze your own identities in light of what you’ve learned in this class.  In any case, pay close attention to and discuss the racial, gender, class, and sexual orientation of the participants as they surface during the project.  Given your schedules… much of this discussion may have to happen online.  Discuss with the group the ways in which your identities emerge and shift over time in response to other participants in the group, what project you do, the group as a social network, the location of the meetings, what gets discussed.  Challenge yourself to “take the risk of speaking” or “remaining silent” within your group, depending on what you would “normally” do (do the opposite!) and trace the ways in which you feel powerful and/or powerless to influence the content and process of the group formation.  

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
March 26th: Introduction 

· Introduction to the class – to key concepts – and to each other

March 29th : The Racial and Gendered aspects of War – Special Focus
Saturday – Class meets from 1-4 p.m.

Reader

· Suheir Hammad – First writing since
· Arundathi Roy - Come September
· Transnational Feminist Practices Against War
· Readings from “Another world is possible”
· Vinay Lal - Terrorism as a way of life

· Walter Mosley – an African American Appeal for Peace

Bhavnani Text

· Audre Lorde – The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House

Video – Hidden Wars of Dessert Storm 
Visit 2 websites that are anti-war and two websites that support the war before coming to class.  Print out one page from each site.  You will use these in the paper due next week.


April 2nd: SHIFTING THE CENTER

Possible Computer usage lab

Reader

· Cheryl West – I ain’t the right kind of feminist [poem]

Bhavnani Text

· Amos & Parmar – Challenging Imperial Feminism 

· Paula Gunn Allen – Angry women are building

· Bell hooks – Shaping Feminist Theory

DUE: Response Paper #1 – On War

April 9th: QUEERING THE SPECTRUM  - Meet ONLINE.  NOT in-class
Also check out the Discussion Board for this week.

Reader

· Spargo: Foucault and Queer Theory.  (Pp. 3-33).

· Judith Butler: Imitation and gender insubordination

· Navin Shah: Sexuality, Identity and Uses of History

· Amanda Udis-Kessler: Biphobia as a Crisis of Meaning

· Hooks – Homophobia in Black communities


April 12th: REDEFINING DIFFERENCE: INTERSECTIONS OF POWER 

Saturday 

Reader 

· Peggy McIntosh – White Privilege and Male Privilege

· Ruth Frankenberg – Introduction: Points of Origin, Points of Departure

· Audre Lorde – Age, race, class and sex: Women redefining difference

· Lilian Rubin – “Is this a white country or what?”

· Ann Russo – We Cannot Live without Our Lives
Videos


April 23rd :  REPRESENTATION, CLASS AND POWER

Bhavnani Text 

· Bhavnani & Coulson: Transforming Socialist Feminism

Reader

· Donna Langston – Tired of Playing Monopoly?

· Barbara Ehrenreich – The Silenced Majority 

· Gar Alperovitz – Tax the Plutocrats
· Arundathi Roy - The reincarnation of Rumpelstillskin 
· Carroll Smith-Rosenberg: Writing history: Language, Class & Gender 

· Suniti Namjoshi – Magpie

· Naomi Wolf – The Beauty Myth
  DUE – Auto-ethnography Paper



April 30th: THEORY IN THE FLESH: WOMEN OF COLOR EXPERIENCE & IDENTITIES 

        Meet ONLINE.  NOT in-class
Reader 

· Donna Kate Rushin – The Bridge Poem [poem]

· Audre Lorde – The Erotic as Power

· Aida Hurtado - Sitios y Lenguas: Chicanas Theorize Feminisms

· Nellie Wong – When I was Growing Up

· Gloria Anzaldua – La Prieta


May 3rd: THEORY IN THE FLESH: WOMEN OF COLOR EXPERIENCE & IDENTITIES, 

    NATION AND IMMIGRATION

Saturday

Bhavani Text: 

· Aihwa Ong – Colonialism & Modernity

· Annie Phizacklea – Women, Migration and the State

· Ruth Frankenberg & Lata Mani – Crosscurrents, Crosstalk

Readings for May 3rd continue on next page

May 3rd continued… 

Reader

· Margaret Atwood – A woman’s issue [poem]

· Patricia J. Williams – Of race and risk

· Audre Lorde – To the poet who happens to be black and the black poet who happens to be a woman [poem]

· Chandra Talpade Mohanty – Defining genealogies
DUE – Response Paper #2


May 7th: GLOBALIZATION AND TRANSNATIONAL FEMINIST RESISTANCE:

Bhavnani Text 

· Chela Sandoval - US Third World Feminism 

· Alexander & Mohanty – Geneologies, Legacies, Movements

· Gloria Anzaldua – La Conciencia de la Mestiza: Towards a New Consciousness

Reader 

· Uma Narayan – Cross-Cultural Connections, Border Crossings and Death by Culture 

· Jo Carrillo – And When You Leave, Take Your Pictures With You [poem]
  

May 14th:   ONLINE EXAM  - NO in-class meeting
The exam will consist of essay questions that will draw on the readings, class discussions and exercises.  You will be expected to demonstrate through your answers that you have engaged with the materials in a meaningful way and made connections between different texts.

You can access the exam online starting on May 7th.  You must finish the exam by May 14th midnight. The exam is timed.  So once you start the exam, you only have 2 hours in which to finish it.


May 17th: Final Group Presentations

Saturday


May 21st 

RESISTANCE ALONG THE INTERSECTIONS

Reader 

· Bell hooks – Love as the practice of freedom

· Audre Lorde – The Art of Response
· Marge Piercy – The Low Road [poem]

Wrap-up day and Final presentations

Turn in Final Papers


