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CHILDREN




By Elizabeth Rivas, Sandra Elmer, and Leonides Collazo

Gender, Race, Class, & Sexuality Portrayed in Television Watched by Children

Websites – by Elizabeth Rivas, Sandra Elmer, and Leonides Collazo

http://www.childrennow.org/newsroom/news-01/pr-5-1-01.cfm
http://www.childrennow.org/newsroom/news-04/pr-04-21-04.cfm
http://www.childrennow.org/newsroom/news-98/pr-98-5-6.cfm
http://www.cla.calpoly.edu/~jrubba/495/papersS98/paper1.html
http://ibelgique.ifrance.com/sociomedia/THE%20INFLUENCE%20OF%20TELEVISION%20ON%20CHILDREN
http://kidsource.com/kidsource/content4/children.views.TV.pn.html
http://people.wcsu.edu/mccarneyh/acad/bradway.html
By Elizabeth Rivas

A study conducted by Lake Sosin Snell Perry and Associates along with Motivational Educational Entertainment (MEE) in 1998, showed that children of all races are aware of the differences in the representation, roles and characteristics of different races in the entertainment media. 


According to Lois Salisbury, President of Children Now, a national children’s advocacy organization, “This is the first time that children have been asked their opinion of media portrayals of race and class.”  


The study consisted of a series of nine focus groups of children across the country and a national poll of 1,200 children aged 10 to 17.  The 1,200 consisted of 300 children from each of the four largest racial groups: African-American, Latino, Asian and White.


Some specific findings of the study are:

· Young people believe it is very important for children to see people of their own race on television.

-Four out of every five children of color (82% African-Americans, 79% Asians and 78% Latinos) as well as 67% of white children agree that it is important for kids to see their race portrayed.  One African-American boy said, “People are inspired by what they see on television. If they do not see themselves on TV, they want to be someone else.” 

· Children are more likely to associate positive characteristics with White characters on television and negative characteristics with minority characters.

-Children of all races associate certain qualities like having money, being well-educated, being a leader, doing well in school and being intelligent, more often with the White characters on television.  They associate other qualities like, breaking the law, having a hard time financially, being lazy and acting goofy more often with the minority characters they see on television. 

· Children also see contrasts in roles played by people of different races. 

-Children think that the roles of secretary (79%), boss (71%), doctor (67%) and police officer (53%) on television are usually played by White people, while the roles of criminal (59%) and maid/janitor (35%) are played by African Americans.  In the focus groups, participants had clear opinions about the appearance of a good character or a bad character.  Choosing the picture of an African-American man for the role of criminal, a White boy said, “He just looks like the type of criminal that would probably steal or something.”  When choosing the picture of a White man to play the police officer, an African-American boy explained,  “He looks intelligent.” 

· Children believe in media’s potential to send positive messages about race.

-Four out of five children of every race believe that media can teach children: “that people of their race are important” (84% of children overall), can “make children of that race feel included” (81%) and can “provide role models” to kids (78%). A young African-American boy shared that, “It will tell people like us that we can succeed and do our best and stuff like that.” 

· Three quarters of the children say they have “best friends” of different races, which is reflected in their description of  “Ideal” TV shows. 

-One teenage Latina said, “I think the perfect show for me would be a show that had every race.  Not a show with only African-Americans or only Latino people, a show that will fit everybody.”


This study also shows that the media has an enormous influence on how children feel about other races as well as their own based upon what they see on television.  If the media continues to portray certain races positively and others negatively, there will be not improvement as far as racism and stereotypes are concerned.  In order for there to be an “Ideal World of Equality” for our children to live in, we should start by showing them on television that everyone is equal.  We have got to practice what we preach.  Children learn by example and since they spend so many hours watching television, they should be watching people of their own race who make them proud of who they are and who show them that they, too can be successful and accomplish anything they set their minds to.   


We have to start somewhere to make this world a better place and the best place to start would be with our children.  They deserve to live in a world free of racism and inequalities.   

By Sandra Elmer

Race, gender, sexuality in children’s programming, how does it affect our children?  In light of the stress being placed on equality for women as well as men, no matter what your race is or your sexual preference.  The programming that is presented for children does not incorporate this into the shows that they watch.  According to Aulette, 1994; Kaplan, 1991; Anderson, Lorch, Field, Collins & Nathan, 1986, preschoolers spend an average of nearly 30 hours a week watching television, in fact they spend more time watching television than doing anything else except sleeping.  With this in mind, the number advertisements that children see by the time they enter high school is extremely high, an average of 20,000 a year according to Stoneman & Brody, 1981. These play on the stereotypical roles that are gender biased, where the woman is weak and ornamental and the man is strong and takes care of everything.


With programming for adults changing all the time, why is it that children's programming and advertisements are based on little girls only playing with dolls and little boys playing with cars, trucks and other toys that are power based.  "While some programming for children has come under attack, other programs such as 'Sesame Street' have been lauded for attempting to meet the developmental needs of children," according to Carter, 1991; and Streicher, 1974.  Adult shows have started casting strong women
in doctor and lawyer roles, showing they can take care of themselves and their families.  I believe it is time for our childrens' shows to step up to the plate and help show what really happens in the world.

By Leonides Collazo


A study conducted by an organization called “Children Now” states that today 40% of American youths nineteen and under are children of color but few of the faces of children seen in television represent their race or color.  In addition, of those 40% females outnumber males, although the portrayal of males outnumbers females in the media.  Children watching these programs are getting the impression that some people are more valued and more worthy of attention than others. 


“Children Now” has been conducting a survey over the past five years on diversity on prime-time television.  Following are their findings on the progress or lack of progress that television has made in the last five years towards a truly diverse prime time world.  

· The number of Latino characters has increased to more than six percent of the prime time population up from four percent two years prior.  In addition more than half of all prime time shows include at least one Latino character.

· The number of Asian characters has declined from two percent four years ago to one percent this last season.

· Five years ago about two-thirds of all characters were male (65%), and about one-third were females (35%), this has not changed in five years.  

· Nearly half of Arab/Middle Eastern characters (46%) were criminals.  Both Latinos and Middle Easterners were more likely to be portrayed as criminals than to have a profession (white collar) job.  

· There were no Native American characters in any episode in this study’s sample in five years.

· The time when most children are likely to watch television is at eight o’clock, this is also the least diverse hour on prime time.

· Sitcoms, which are children’s favorite program, are the least diverse shows in prime time.

Children watch an average of 20 hours per week of television with some watching up to twice that amount.  What kind of message are these children receiving when children of color do not see members of their race or cultural being portrayed on television?  Many children tend to feel that their race or culture is not worthy or of any value since they are not being recognized by the media. The media needs to improve their diversity in television programming. 

