_narrative digfessive and complex, but its relatively straightforward plot follows the outlines of 2
* folkrale: a young hero who fights in’isélatior“from friends and family engages in fabulous battles o
- against monstrous foes, faces three challenges in ascendmg order of dlfﬁculty, and n the %nd" Wrns
glory and fame. The fabulous outlines 6Fthe story equally recall the’ deep undertones of myth: the ST

" be the historical Gautar.of Southern, Sweden, and a number of the poem’s, characters (Heremod

~ 700.t0 1000, and most years in between. The poem seems to arise from a world in which such  stories.. .-
the .

assumption that we are hearing a well-known story, or a least a story from-a familiar milieu: “We have =

nly one copy of the poem that modern editors call Beownif has, survrved and it probably~
Osurvwed only by accident. A rnanuscmpt containing Beowulf and. a.small collection of .othe
texts—a po t1c treatment of the,Old ament story of Judith, a prose life of St. Chnsropher, and
two treatises of fantastical geograph nown as The Wonders of the East and Alexiander’s. Lettzr 20 ’
Arzrtotle—was copred by two scribes, . probably in the decade after 1000, in_a monasti nter
somewhere in the south of England it lay disregarded for centuries, narrowly escaped destruction by
ﬁre in'1731, and is now preserved in the British Library under the shelfm ik Cotton Vitellius Axv.
Beowulf is the longest surviving poem in Old Engllsh consisting. of 3 182 exrant 11nes of
alliterative verse divided into forty—four sections. Its language is ‘allusive and ernbelhshed and 1ts -

mighty Beowulf may be a distant cousin'6f Thor, and. h1s death may containa hmt of Ragnarok the

northern apocalypse. ST ; T R

But whatever its underlying structural.patterns, Beowulf is nelther myth aor folktale, its"stories
of dragon-slaying and night-bartles are set'against a complex background-of:legéndary history: Th
action of the:poem unfolds in a recogtizable version of Scandinavia: Hrothgar’s-hall Heorot has been>
plausibly placed in the village-of Léjre on'the Danish island of Zealand; Beowulf’s tribe of Geats may

Hrothgar, Ingeld, and Hygelac) are mentioned in other sources.as if they were figures of history rather ... .
than fable. Moreover, Beownlfis an mtensely political poem; the poet seems as intrigued by Danish

‘ diplomacy and the bitter feud between the Geats and Swedes as he is by the hero’s monster-slaying.
i Klngdorns and successions, alliances and truces, loyalties and the tragically transientstability of heroic
* society are the poem’s somber subtext, a theme traced less in the clashes of the battlefield than in the

patterns of marrlage and kin, in storles remembered and retold, in allusron and dlgressmn and poxnted
foreshadowing. = e Ry PR !
Despite the poem’s historical interests, we cannét read Beawulf erh any. modern é¥pectatio
historical accuracy. Like many medieval works, Beawulf is. frustratmgly amblvalent—not ‘qu
mythical enough to be read apart from the history it purports to contaln, nor ¢
furnish clear evidence for the pastit poetically recreates -The actron of. the - poem is set ina, sornewha .
vague heroic geardagum (“bygone days”), an age not.meant to be counted on.a calendar, nos its- -
kingdoms and tribes marked on a map. Nor, undoubtedly, were the monstrous races of Grendels and-.” ::
dragonsv so clearly distinct in the poet’s mind from the real dangers of the real world just beyond the: - -
margiss of the known. While medieval authors certainly made- distinctions between: historiz. and

" fabula, the boundaries between these terms are nots nearly as 1mpermeable as those of our modern N

categories “history” and “fable.” R S
Both the ultimate and the immediate origins of Beowulfare unknown Most scholars assu

the last in"a long chain of copies. But it may be impossible to deterrnme when that cham of texts
began, or what cultural and literary. milieu gave birth to the poem; proposed dat s have ranoed from’

were common, and it presupposes our. own position in this world: The poem begins wis

that "
the single surviving manuscript, writte around 100020, is a copy of an earlier text, and probably-‘ e

- BEOWULE

heard ofthe‘glory .. of the folk- kings of the spear-Danes,” the poet asserts, and the way he tosses out
cryptic allusions throughout the poem suggests that his audience was already familiar with songs and
stories of other kings and heroes. But at what time in the history of the Anglo-Saxons did such a
world exist? And can we trust the narrator as a faithful reporter of this world, or should we view him
as a vivid creator of the illusion of antiquity?

The question of the origin of Beowulf is not just phllologrcal pedantry: the poem will yield very
different meanings if it is imagined to have been produced in the time of Bede (c. 725, just a
generation or o after the conversion of the English) or of Alfred (c. 880, a time of nation-building
and political centralization) or of £lfric (c. 1000, after half a century of monastic reform and 2 decade
which saw the demoralizing collapse of national security). The earlier we think the poem to be, the

- more potentially authentic its historical material; the later we imagine it, the more openly fictional
and nostalgic it seems. Moreover, the more closely we try to assign a date and place of origin to the
poem, the more closely we read it as a text, the intention of a single author or a reflection of a
particular ideology, rather than a product of a poetic art - whose compositdon may have been oral and
communal and whose traditional roots are beyond discovery.

Most critics agree that the heroic action of the poem is thoroughly accommodated to 2 world in
which the truths of Christianity are accepted without question; they disagree, often sharply; on the
meaning and purpose of that accommodation. Some scholars have argued that Beowulfis a type of

- Christ, because he gives his life for his people; others have read the poem as a condemnation of pagan
pride, greed and violence. These two extreme positions capture the poem’s deliberate ambivalence:
Beowulfis a secular Christian poem about pagans which avoids the easy alternatives of automatic
condemnation or enthusiastic anachronism. The person responsible for putting Beowulf in its final
form was certainly a Christian: the technology of writing in the Anglo-Saxon period was almost

_entirely a monopoly of the church. The manuscript iri which Beowulf survives contains a saint’s
legend and a versified Bible story, and the poet indicates a clear familiarity with the Bible and expects

 the same from his audience. Though the paganism of Beawulf’ s world is downplayed, however, it is
not denied; his age is connected to that of the audience but separated by the gulf of conversion and
the seas of migration. :

More recent work, rather than trying to define a single source for the poem’s complex and
peculiar texture (whether that source is pure Germanic paganism or orthodox Augustinian
Christianity), recognizes that Beownlf, like the culture of the Anglo-Saxons themselves, reflects a
variety of interdependent and competing influences and attitudes, even a certain tension inherent in
the combination of biblical, patristic, secular Latin, and popular Germanic material. The search for
a single unified “audience” of Beowulf; and with it a sense of a single meaning, has given way to a
_recognition that there were many readers in Anglo-Saxon England, often with competing and
conflicting interests.
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Beowulf lmes 1-21
(British Library, Ms Cotton Vitellius A.xv, fol. 129r).

10

20

25

from many tnbes, tro' ps of enemles, :
struck fear into earls. Though he first was ™
found a waif; he awa1ted sélace f or that—'i‘ e

o"*&éf’the whalé’s—fidiﬁ?} had tofohe}f him, ==
grant him tibute. Thatwas a good king! -

A'boy ¥was later born to him,

young in the courts, whom God sent

asa solace to. the people—He saw, theu neecl ;

' :pezzr—Danes The Danes are descnbed by rnany dxfferent eptthets

in the poem.

gram) The mystenous origins of - Scyld Who ‘seems’ to” arrtv-er
prov1dent1ally from nowheére and is returned o' the se4 aftet his

ndmg-place of whales. Elsewhere the sea is the gannet s ba_th and
the “swan’s riding,” S

¢ Beowulf Not the monstet’—’sl‘a)v‘ring hero of the tltle,' bt a0 ﬂearly
Danish king. Many scholars argue'that the:original namewas\Beow.

s

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

dear bedfellovv of the Bartle- Scylfing

’ Scyldmgx \The Danes, ‘sons ofScyld g
s # bymze Coat of rlng—mall
T With no ﬁwer

statement is an example of lztotes, or ironic understatement, not
‘ "uncommon i ’Anglo Saxon poetty.

L A'namé'is missing ‘from the manusc:npt here; i
“ared from ‘parallel sources that i is should’ be Yrse, or’ Ursula ‘The

*. BEOWULF :39

while the friend-of the Scyldings® wielded speech——
that dear land-ruler had long held power: &
In theharbor:stood a ring-prowed ship;-
icy, outbound, a nobleman’svessel;i 7z °
there they laid down their dear lord;: =0
dispenser of rings; in the bosom-of the ship, -

glorious; by the mast. There were many treasures: =«

loaded there; 'adornments from ‘dist‘an‘t'la:ids;‘
I have never heard of a more lovely ship -

bedecked with battle-weapons and war—gear,
bladesand byrmes, in fts bosom lay .~
many-treasures, which were to-travel. < - = o
far with him-into the'keeping of the flood.. = =« =
With no fewer gifts-did theyfurnishthim-there,:
the-wealth of nations, than those did who'
at his beginning first sent him forth™
alone over the waveswhile still a’small chtld
Then they set a goldenvensign « :
high over his head;and-let the waves have l-um,
gave hin to the:Deep:with grieving spirits;
mournful in mind: " Men:do. not know:c
how to say truly==not trusted counselors;™: -’
nor heroes under the: heavens—who recelved that cargo

&

Then Beowulf Scyldmg, beloved ktng, b

was famous in the strongholds of his folk
for-along while—his father hav1ng passed away
alord from earth—until after him. arose
the great Healfdene, who held the glonous Scyldmgs
all his life, ancient and fierce i m battle -
Four ch1ldren, all counted up, .
were born-to, that bold leader of hosts: _ ,
I—Ieorogar, Hrothgar, and Halga the Good
I heard that ...% was Onela’s queen,.

5 small child Scyld was found destttute

it has been conJec-

Swedish (“Scylfing”) king Onela appears later in the story, causmg
much distress to Beowulf’s nation.
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Then success in war was given to Hrothgar, -
honor in battle, so thar his beloved kinsmen
eagerly served him, until the young soldiers grew:
into a mighty troop of men. It came to his mind
that he should order a hall-building,
have men make a great mead-house
which the sons of men should remember forever,! .-
and there inside he would share everythrng
with young and old that God had given him,
except for the common land and the lives of men.
Then the work, as I've heard, was widely proclaimed
to many nations throughout this middle-earth,
to come adorn the folk-stead. It came to pass
swiftly among men, and it was soon ready,
the greatest of halls; he gave it the hame “Heorot,”
he who ruled widely with his words.

He remembered his boast; he gave out rings,
treasure at table. The hall towered

high and horn-gabled—it awaited hostile fires,
the surges of war; the time was not yet near
that the sword-hate of sworn in-laws

should arise after ruthless violence.?

A bold demon who waited in darkness

wretchedly suffered all the while,

for every day he heard the joyful din

loud in the hall, with the harp s sound,

the clear song of the scop.® He said

who was able to tell of the origin of men

that the Almighty created the earth,

a bright and shining plain, by seas embraced,
and set, triumphantly, the sun and moon

to light their beams for those who dwell on land,
adorned the distant corners of the world
with leaves and branches, and made life also,
all manner of creatures that live and move,

— Thus this lordly people lived in )oy,

' Or “agreater meadhall / than the sons of men had ever heard of.”

The reading adopted here is that of Mitchell and Robinson.

* Heoror “Hart.” An object recovered from the burial-mound at

Sutton Hoo, pérhaps a royal i insignia, is surmounted by the i image of
aharr,

? The hall Heoror is apparently fated to be destroyed in a battle
between Hrothgar and his son-in-law Ingeld the Heathobard, a
conflict predicted by Beowulfat 2024—69 The battleitselfhappens
outside the action of the poem. T

“ scop Poet-singer.

100 blessedly, until one began :
to work his foul crimes—a fiend from Hell.
This grim spirit was called Grendel,
mighty stalker of the marches, who held
the moors and fens; this miserable man

105 lived for a time in the land of giants, .
after the Creator had condemned him . .
among Cain’s race—when he killed Abel -
the eternal Lord avenged that death’
No joy in that feud—the Maker forced hrm

10 far from mankind for his foul crime. o
From thence arose all mishegotten th1ngs,
trolls and elves and the living dead,
and also the giants who strove against God . _
for a long while—He gave them their revvard for th

115 When night descended he went to' seek’s out
the high house, to see how the Ring-Danes
had bedded down after their beer—dtrnkmg
He found therein a troop of nobles o
asleep after the feast; they knew o SOrfow-

120 or human misery. The unholy creature, B
grim and ravenous, was ready ar orice, ’

 ruthless and cruel, and took from their Test’
thirty thanes;® thence he went L
rejoicing in his booty, back to his home, "

125 to seek out his abode with his fill of slatight,
When in the dim twilight just before dawn
Grendel’s warfate was made knows to men,”’
then lamentation was lifred up after the feastm :
a great mourning-sound. Unhappy sat *-

130 the mighty lord, long-good nobleman;’
suffered greatly, grieved for his thanes,
once they beheld that hostile one’s tracks,
the accursed spirit; that strife was too strong,
loathsome and long.

It was not longer

135 than the next night until he commrtted
a greater murder, mourned nor at all L
for his feuds and sins—he was too fixed:in them
Then it was easy to find a thane

_5 Cain ... Aée/ See Genesis 4.1-16.

¢ thanes Companions.ofa king.

who sought his- Tést elsewhere, farther away =
a bédiin the outbuildings, whenwas poinced dut=
truly announced with clear tokens—

that hall-thane’s hate; hé'kept himself afterwards
farther and safer, who escaped th . .

one aga_lnst all u
the best of houses And so for a great-while

suffered hrs grref

great sorrow, fo

nor did any o b

bright compensat1on rom-the k

for the great ravager relentlessly stalked
a dark death—shadow,

often commrtted hrs many crrmes, o
cruel humrhatrons he occupred Heorot,

n secret co ¥ ‘l cons1dered: adv1ce,

! outbuzldmg: Hrothgar s hall is apparently’ ‘sufroundedBysmialler

buildings, includingthe women's quarters (seliries 6625, 9204)sc

Under normal circum tances the men sleep. {ogether in the, hall
ready for battle (1239 -50).

* bri, /atcompemﬂtzon Gerr ‘

a mufderer could raake peaceé with the famrly of his

compensation, or wergzla{ The amount of eompensat on Varied

the rank of the victim.” : : N

> Thisisa much- dlspured passaoe, my readmg follows a suggestr;n
made by Fred C. Robinson in {Whyis Grendel’s NotGreeting the
gifitol @ wrac micel?’ and repeated in’ “Mitchell and.Robinson’s

Beowulf.
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what would be best for-the:brave-arheart o
to save themselvesfiom the-suddén-attacks. "%

175 At times they offered honor toidols

at pagan terples, prayed aloud "

thatithe soul—slayer ‘might offer assistance

in the cotifitry’s distress.” Such was their custom,
the hope of heédthens—they remembered Hell

180 in their minds, they did not know the Maker, - -

the Judge of deeds, they did not know the Lord Qod
ot even how to praise “the heavenly Protector, -

Wielder of glory. Woe.unito him .- s
who muise thrust his'soul through wicked force

fort, rorLin,

in the fire’s embrace, expect no comfott,”,

" noway:to change at alll Tt shall be well for hrm.
who canseek’ the Lord after his deathday ‘

and find securrf in the Father s embrace

With the sorrows of that time the son. of Healfclene
190 seethed constantly, nor ‘could the wise hero. ... -
turn aside his WOE——t00, great.was the strtfe, .
long and loathsome, which befell that natlon,
violent, grim,. cruel greatest of mght cevils. . .-
Then from his home the, thane of Hygelac, .
195 a good man.among the Geats, heard of Grendel’s deeds—
he was of mankind the strongest of rmght TN
e days of this life,- - :
lllob}ll: an r}hrghty He commanded to be made
a good wave-crosser, said that that War-krng
200 he would seek. out gver. the swan’s-riding, ..
the renowned. prince, When he was in need of men
Wise men d1d not dlssuade hrm atall oo
from that journey, though he was dear to them, o
they encouraged his bold spirit, inspected the omens.
205 From the Geatrsh nation that good man. .
had chosen. the boldest champ1ons, the best
he could find; one of fifeeen, . - . .
he sought't the ood A wise sarlor
showed the way to.the edge of- the shore. . ... ..
210 The time came—the craft was on the waves, -
moored under the cliffs. Eager men

% soul-slayer The Devil." .. <7
5 son of Healfdlene 1.c., Hrothgar.
¢ thane of Hygelac l.e., Beowulf.
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climbed on the prow—the currents eddied,
sea against sand~—the soldiers bore s
into the bosom of the ship their bright gear, -

fine polished armor; the men pushed off . - - e
on their wished-for joumey in that wooden vessel.. -

Over the billowing waves; urged by the wind; -
the foamy-necked floater flew like 4 bird; = -~ -
until in due time on the second day

the curved-prowed vessel hiad come so far

that the seafarers sighted land,

shining shore-cliffs, steep mountains,

wide headlands—then the waves were crossed
the journey at an end. Thence up quickly.

the people of the Weders' climbed onto the, plaln,,v
moored their ship, shook out their mail-shirts, -

their battle-garments; they thanked God -

that the sea-paths had been smooth for them.
When from the wall the Scyldings’ watchman,

whose duty it was to watch the sea-cliffs,

saw them bear down the gangplank bright shields, J

ready bartle-gear, he was bursting with cur1osrty
in his mind to know who these men were.
This thane of Hrothgar rode his horse
down to the shore,"and shook mightily-
his strong spear, and spoke a challenge

“What are you, warriors in armor, wearing
coats of mail, who havé come thus sailing -
over the sea-road in a tall ship, )
hither over the waves? Long have I beén™ -+
the coast-warden, and kept sea-watch
so that no enemies with fleets and ammiés -
should ever attack the land of the Danes.
Never more openly have there ever come
shield-bearers here; nor hdve you heard
any word of leave from our warriors
or consent of kinsmen. T have never seen
a greater earl on earth than that one among you,
a man in war-gear; that is no mere courtier,
honored only in weapons—unless his looks belre hrm,
his noble appearance! Now I must know
your lineage, lest you go hence -
as false spies, travel further
into Danish territory. Now, you sea-travelers
from a far-off land, listen to my

' Weders 1l.e., Geats.

260

265

270

275

280

285

- words and deeds, if he would think Well

290

* youware a friendly force. Go forth, and bear

- to guard honorably against all enermies

295

-or forever afterwards a time of angurs

:bears hence across the ocean=streams. . & = -
o a beloved man to the borders of the' \Weders—

simple thought—the sooner the bewer,:  io; .. ..
you must make clear from Whence you have come: ’

A

The eldest one answered hini, " »
leader of the troop, unlocked his word:hicard:
“We are men of the Geatish nation
and Hygelac’s hearth-companions.
My father was well-known among mefi, .
a noble commander named Ecgtheow;-
he saw many winters before he passed aWay,
ancient, from the court; neatly everyone "
throughout the world remembers lum Well
With a friendly heart have we come.
seeklng your lord, the son of Healfdene, o _
guardian of his people, be of good counsel to us' T
We have a great mission. to that famous rnan, ‘“ '

’ ruler of the Danes, nor should any of 1t be . i

hidden, I thirik. You know;, if thrngs aré
as we have truly heard tell, ‘
that among the Scyldrngs some sort of enemy,
hidden evrldoer, in the dark mghts -
manifests his terrible and mysteriols vrolenc
shame and slaughter With a generous spirit
I can cotnsél Hrothgar, advise him’ how, v
wise old king, he may overcome this ﬁend
if a change should ever come for hlm, P
a remedy for the evil of his afﬂlctrons,

and his seething cares turn cooler; 7"

he shall suffer, his sad necessity, while there stands
in its high place the best of houses -

The Watchman spoke, as he sat on his ho e, h
a fearless officer: “A sharp shield-warrior =~
must be a judge of both things, -

I understand that to the Scylding ford -

weapons and armor—1I shall guide your way; | '_‘7’:‘:
and I will command my young companions o

your ship, newly-tarred, upon the sand,
to wartch it undl the curved—necked Wood

300

305

310

315

320

325

330

_ glearnrng, fire-Hardened; they" guarded thi
“of'the grimi battle-rmnded The men’ hastened a

~“the most famous’ bu1ldrng among men’

and'such of theése good men aswill be- granted
that they survive the’storm of battle
They set offt=their vesse"‘" fobd Stlll
j s”rrggmgs, LR
fast at anchor Boar—ﬁgures shone i S

over gold-platéd’ cheek—guards, :

marched together, undil they could make out

under the heavens—-—where the hrgh k1ng Wauted
its hght shone ‘éver: many lands e

guard you in h1s grace, _
safe in your Journeys_! T must to —_th“’e‘sea, ‘ -
and hold my watch ‘against hostile'hordes:™ =~

The road was stone—paved the path led 5
the men together. Their mail coats shon
hard, hand-linked, bright ringsofiron .-
rang out on'their gear, when right to'the hal
they went trooping in their terrible armor.
Sea-weary,-they set.their broad- shields; -0~
wondrously-hard boards, agairist the burldrng s wall
they sat on a bench—their byrnies rang out; ...
their soldiers™ war-gear; their spears steod;s:
the gear of. the seanen all together, > » =
a gray forest-of ash. That iron- troop ot
was Worthy of its-weapons:: -

! Bozzr-ﬁgures ... cheek-guards The boar:-.was a'sacred: anr‘mal in
Germanic mythology; in-his Gérmania the Roman historian Taéitus
mentionswartiors wearing boar-images into bartle(ch. 45). Images
of boars may have'been placed on helmets to protect the wearer from
the “bite” of 2 sword which was often quasr-persomﬁed asaserpent.
Archaeologrsts have unearthed several Anglo-Saxon helmets with
various kinds of boar-images on them.

* proud warrior  Le., Wulfgar.
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“From whence do you carry those covered shields, -
gray coats of mail and grim helmets; LTt
this troop of spears? T arii herald: and servant
to Hrothgar; never “have Tseen 77
s0 many forergn mien §6 fearless and bold

and for greatness of heart you have sought out Hrothgar
The courageous one answered him, - i
proud prince of the Weders, spoke.words iy <zt
hardy in his helmet: “We are Hygelac’s ~
board- compamons—Beowulf 15 rny name .
I wish to expldin my érrand™ =
to the son of Healfdene; faiméiis prihce‘,
your lord, ifhe will allow us; o
inhis goodnéss; t6 greet T R
Waulfgar spoke—a prince of the Wendels; ™
his rioble character was known to many,

his valor and wisdom: “I will" conivey. -

- toehie friend of the- Danés, lord- of the: Scyldrngs,

giver of rings, whatiyou have requested LR
tell the famous prince of youir travels, = e et
and then quickly announce to you the: answer’.
which that good man sees fit to give'mie. ™" "
He hastlly retutned to where Hrothgar sar®
old and gray—halred with his band-of earls,
he'boldly went, stood by theshoulder:™”

of the Danish krng—he Knew'the noble custom

~Wulfgar\spoke to his friend dnd lord: : 7.

“There have arrived here over the sea’s expanse,
come from afar; mén of the Geats;= @ - - -

the oldest: among-them; the’ fightifig men”
call Beowilf. They have requested

that they, my Tord; mrght be allowed. - :
to exchatige words With' you—do not refuse_ he
your reply, gracrous Hirothgar! - - L
In‘their war- trappings they seemm Worthy v
of noble esteem; notable indeed i is that. chi :
who has shown-these soldiérs the way hithe”" =5

6

Hrothgar spoke ‘protector of the Scyldmgs

- “T knéw him’ When hewas nothrng hut a boy— o

N'H'l‘llS old father was called Ecgtheow, T

Y e e ey
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to whom Hirethel the Geat' gave in marriage

his only daughter; now his daring son..

has come here, sought a loyal friend. -

Seafarers, in truth, have said to me,. i

those who brought to the Geats gifts. and money,
" a5 thanks, that he has thirty e

men’s strength, strong in bartle,

in his handgrip. Holy God

in His grace has guided him to us,

t0 the West-Danes, as I would hope,

against Grendel’s terror. To this good man. .

I shall offer treasures for his true daring.

Be hasty now, bid them enter

to see this troop of kinsmen all assembled

and tell them in your words that they are welcome :

to the Danish people.” PR
He announced from w1th1n
“My conquering lord commands me to tell you,. -
ruler of the East-Danes, that he knows your ancestry,
and you are to him, hardy spirits, e
welcome hither from across the rolling waves.
Now you may go in your war-gear
under your helmets to see Hrothgar, T
but let your battle-shields and deadly spears
await here the result of your words.”

The mighty one arose, and many a man w1th h1m,

powerful thanes; a few waited there,
guarded their bartle-dress as the bold man bid them
They hastened together as the man led them,
under Heorot’s roof; [the warrior went]?
hardy in his helmet, until he stood on the hearth
Beowulf spoke—his byrnie gleamed on him,
war-net sewn by the skill of a smith—: - .
“Be well, Hrothgar! I am Hygelac’s kinsman -
and young retainer; in my youth I have done
‘many a glorious deed. This business with Grendel -,
was made known to me on my native soil;
seafarers say that this building stands,

' Hryethel the Gear Father of Hygelac and grandfather of Beowulf.

* There is ho gap inthe manuscript, but the two halves of the line
do notalliterate, and something is probably missing from the textat
this point. Most editors 2dd two half-lines with the sense “Then
Wulfgar went to the door.”

3 A half-line is missing; the translation follows the most innocuous
conjecture.

most excellent. of halls, idle and useless- - - SR
to every man, after -evening’s light. -
is hidden under heaven s gleaming dome
Then my own people advrsed me, i
the best warriors and the wisest men; -
that I should, lord Hrothgar, seek you out, 4
because they knew the might of my, strength;:
they themselves had seen me, bloodstamed from battle,
come from the fight, when I captured f ﬁve,
slew a tribe of giants, and on the salt waves - - .
fought sea-monsters. by night, survived, that tlght spot,
avenged the Weders afﬂlcnon—they asked for trouble!—
and crushed those grim foes; and now. w1th Grendel
that monstrousbeast, I shall by myself have
aword or two with that giant. From you : now I w1sh
ruler of the Br1ght—Danes, to request, - e
protector of the Scyldlngs, a single.: favor, .
that you not refuse me, having come this. far,
protector of warriors, noble friend to his:people— .
that I might alone, O my own band of, earls
and this hardy troop, cleanse Heorot.. . .
I have also heard that this evil beast
in his wildness does not care for weapons,
so I too will scorn—so that Hygelac,
my liege-lord, may-be glad of me—"" B
to bear a sword ot a broad-shield,
a yellow battle-board, ‘but with my geip- -5 2T
I shall grapple with the fiend and ﬁght for hfe, B
foe against foe. Let him puit his faith:
in the Lord’s )udgment whom death takes
I expect that he will, if he-is allowed to witty
cat unafraid the folk of the Geats -+ - == -°
in that war-hall; as he has often- done, " 1n
the host of the Hrethmién.* You'll have ’no\need.
to cover my head—he will have done: @
gory; bloodstained, if death bears me away;:
he will take his kill; think to taste me,
will dine alone without remorse, -7 @350
stain his lair in the moor; no need to linger

. in sorrow over.disposing of my body!
~.Send on to Hygelac, if battle should take me,
-:the best battledress, which my breast wears,: -

- finest of garments; it is Hrethel’s heirlo’ofn,

“ Hrethmen le., Geats.
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the work of Weland.! Wyrd always goes as it must!™?

,.7 oS

Hrothgar spoke, protector of the Scyldtngs

“For past favors, my friend Beowulf,
and for old deeds, you have sought us out.
Your father struck up the greatest of feucls,
when he’ k111ed Heatholaf by his'own ‘hand
among the Wylﬁngs "When the Weder trlbe
would not harbor him for fear of 3 war,
thence he sought the South—Dane people
over the billowing seas, the Horio ‘Scyldtngs, 'l )
then I first ruled the Danish folk .~
“and’ held in my youth this grand kmgdom, -
city of treasure and heroes—then Heorogar‘
was dead, my older brother unhvmg, o
Healfdene’s ﬁrstborn—he was better than N
Later I settled that feud with fee—money,

ancient treasures; he" swore oaths to me >

It is a sorrow to my very soul to say - :
to any.man what Grendel has done to me— B
humiliated Heorot with his hateful thoughts, C
his sudden attacks. My hall-troop, e
my warriors, are decimated; wyrd has swept them Way
into Grendel’s terror. God might easdy

put an end to the deeds of this mad ener

Often men have boasted, dmnk thh be

officers over their cups of ale, - ’

that they would abide in the beerhall

Grendel’s attack with a rush of sword—rerror.

Then in the morning this ‘meadhall, . o

lordly dwelling, was drenched with blood

when dayltght gleamed the be ch

' Weland Legendary blacksmtth of thé Nérse gods The antrqulry
of weapons and armor added to their value.'

* Wyrd The old English' word for “fate” is sometimes quasi-

_personified, though apparently not to the extent thar the goddess

" Fortuna was'in Roman poetic mythology The word survivé

) Shakespeare s Macbet/: as the Modein Enghsh word “we

2 Hrotho'ar pays the wergzld for the man Ecgtheow kllled:“and
Lk cotheow swears an oath-of loyalty.and support. It is-this.oath,

~ passed on to the next generation, that Beowulfis fulfilling (at least

* thisis Hrothgar’s public sentiment; his thoughtsin the privacyofhis
council are somewhat different),

a0
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the hall spattered-and befouled; I-had. fewer .. ., .+~
dear warriors when. death ook them away: e
Now sit down at my feast, drink mead in my ha.ll
men’s reward. of victory; as your mood urges.” ...~ -

. Then-a bench was cleared:in the beerhall -
for the men of the Geats. a.ll together; - e
the strong-minded men went o sit down, “ \«
proud in their strength. A thane did his servree, y
bore in his hands the gold-bright ale-cup, ...
poured the clear sweet drink. The scop sang . - -
brighdy in Heorot—there was the joy of heroes,b i
no small gathermg of Danes and Geats. -

Unferr.h hspoke, son of Ecglaf

who sat at the feetof the Scyldmg Tord,
unbound kis battle-runes —Beowulf’s )ourney,
that brave seafarer, sorely Vexed hun,
for he did not wrsh that any other man’
on this mrddle-earth should care for Olory
‘under thé heavens; more than he himself:
“Are you the Beowulf who strove w1th Breca
in a swimming contest on the' open se
where in your prlde you rned the waves

d for a foollsh boast nsked your hfe e

from thence he sought his 6wn sweet land;

beloved by his people; the land of the Brondings,
the fair fortress, Where he had hrs folk

¢ The meaning ¢ of thrs lme in Old Enghsh is dtsputed

s %
Unferth Unferth s name. which may be significant, means erther

“un-peace” or “un-reason.” ‘In the manuscript'it is-always spelled ’

«
Hunferth,” though it alliterates with a vowel. I-Irs posmon at
Hrothgar's féet appears o be one of horior.

unbound his bzzttle—rums or unleashed his hosmle secret

thoughts.” Run in Old English often means “secret.”
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. to lie in wait the whole night long:”-

* darkening night, and a northern w1nd )
knife-sharp, pushed against us. The seas were PPY; .

6 “BEOWULE

his castlé:and treasure. He truly fulﬁll‘ed vt
the son of Beanstan, his boast against you.”
So I expect a worse outcome from you—" P
though you may have survived the storm:6f battle,
some grim combats—if for Grendel you dar

Beowulf spoke, son of Ecgtheow. B
“What a great deal, Uniférth my friend,
drunk with beer, you have said about’ Breca,
told his adventures! I will tell the truth—
I had greater strength on the sea, i
more ordeals on the waves than any othéfimaiis" o2
When we were just boys we two agreed
and boasted—we were both still
in our youth—that out on the great ocean_
we would risk our lives, and we did just that
We had bare swords, when we swam in the
hard in our hands; we thought o) protect R
ourselves from whales Not foranything ~ ..
could he swim far from me on the sea‘waves, . .
more swifty on the water, nor would I go frorn h
We two were together on the sea
for five nights, until the flood drove us apar
surging waves, coldest of weachers,

the fishes of the sea were stirred up by it. :
There my coat of armor offered help, -
hard hand-locked against those hostile ones, o
my woven battle-dress lay on my breast o o
adorned wrth gold. Down to the ocean ﬂoor S
a grisly foe dragged me, gr1pped me fast

in hrs grrm grasp yet it it was grven to me.

IR

that mlghty sea—beast through my own hand i

9

“Time and again those terrible enemies
sorely threatened me. I'served them well |

.with-my dear sword, as they deserved.
* They got no joy from their gluttony,

those wicked maneaters, when they tasted 1 me, )
sat down to their feast on the ocean floor— _

. butin the morning, wounded by my blade,

L

585

they were washed ashore by the ocean waves, s 275

dazed by sword-blows, and since that day

they never hindered the passage of any

sea-voyager. Light shone from the east, .
s God’s'bright beacon, the waves grew calm" o

so that I could see the sea—chffs, s
the wrndswept capes. UVym’ often spares
an undoomed man, when hrs ~courage endures' .

e

575

of 2 harder nrght battle under heaven s vault,
nor a more wretched mian on the water’s str i
yet I escaped alive frorn the clutches of ny enemres,
weary from my Journe‘ Then the sea was ed ‘mé up,
sso -the currents of the flood, in the land o? t] 1
the welling’ waters 1 have never heard a word
about any such contes v _
such sword-pa c.In the play of battle o
V ;nor you erther—

with his decorated blade—I wou.ld never
though you becarne your brothers krller, o

pumshmenr in Hell no matter hovv clever,
ill say it truly, son of Ecglaf o

that gruesome beast, agalnst your lord
or shames'ir

were as fierce ‘as you yourself fancy they
505 but he has found that he need fear no. feud '

1o resistance at all rom your nauon, 4 '_
he takes hlS toll spares no one ‘

600 hacks and butchers and expects no battle
from the Spear-Danes. But I will show him
- .:s00n enough the strength and courage.. .
of the Geats in war. A.fterwards, let him: who wrll

" Unferth’s fratrrade brings; the general theme of k_tn slaymg, repre—

‘ sented by Grendel’s descent from Cain, inside Hrothgar s hall, In

realrty—at least in the reahty of the heroic world” deplcted in

" poetiy—it may not havebeen” unthinkable’ for kinsitien ‘to find
-+ ‘themiselves on opposite sides-of a batcle; loyalty to. one’s lord 'was
:“suppésed to dutweigh the claims of blood-relatiot: The word “Hell”
“is-not in ‘the mahuséript; but ie-is attested by 6ne the early
- transcriptions. Some scholars read bealle, 1.6 “hall? = :
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go bravely to mead, when:the morning light: - until night fell darkening overall;- . - -
05  ofanew day, the sun-clothedin glory. i< =~ =+ ss0 and creatures of shadow came creeping about
shines from the south on:the sons of men!” :: pale under the clouds. The company arose: '« . -
Then the giver-of treasure-was greatly-pleased; One wartior greeted another there;: -
gray-haired-and battle-bold; the BrightzDanes’ chief Hrothgar to Beowulf, and wished him- luck 7
: gave. him control of the wine-hall. in these Words ,

had faith in his helper;that shepherd of his folk o
610  recognized: Beowulf's firm resolution. . 655 “I have never entrusted to any man; ™ -
ever since I could hold and hoist a shield,

There was man’s laughter, lovely sounds
and winsome words. Wealhtheow went forth, .- the great hall of the Danes—except to you now..
Have it and hold it, protect this best of houses, -

Hrothgar’s queen, mindful of customs; . =0 -
be mindful of glory, show your mighty valor,. - -

adorned with gold; she greeted the men in the hall
615 then that courteous wife offered the full cup:=. g0 watch for your enemies! You-will haye all you desire,
first to the guardian of the Fast-Danes’ krngdom, : if you emerge from this brave undertaking alive.”
bid him be merry at his'beer-drinking, .. " : ‘ SR . '
beloved by his people; with pleasure he recerved
. the feast and cup, victorious king. "©: - 75
20  Thelady of the Helmings then went about
to young and old, gave each his portion~: = (i
of the précious cup, until the moment came =~ © . =
when the ring-adorned queen; of excellent.hea;rt nils
- bore the mead-cup to Beowulf; wi
625 she greeted the Geatish prince; thanked God
with swise words that her wish had come: to.pass,,,. L
that she could rely on anyearl for relief
from those crimes. He took-the-cup, ..« © . 'z -<c
the fierce warrior, from Wealhtheow; A
s  andthen eager for battle:he made his announcement
Beowulf spoke, son-of. Ecgtheow: s

’ _IOV(_;;' T

Then Hrothgar and hrs troop of heroes,
protector of the Scyldrngs, departed from the hall
the war-chief wished to seek Wealhtheow, L

s6s his.queen’s bedchamber. The glorious king'
had set against Grendel a hall-guardian =~
— as men had heard said—who did specral service’
for the king of the Danes, kept a giant-watch.
) Surely the Geatish prince greatly trusted
‘670 his rnighty strength;/the Maker’s favor - .~
when he took off his-iron. byrnre, TIPS
undid his helmet, and gave his- decorated i 1ron,
best of swords; to hisiservant:= - el
- and bid him hold his battle-gear. : -
75 The good.iman; Beowulf the, Geat,
spoke afew boastrng words before he lay down
“I consider myselfno poorer in strength
and battle-deeds than Grendel does himself;
- and so will notkill him with a sword, ~ - -
60 putan end to his life, though I../easi;ly_might' o
he knows no arts of war, no way to strike back; -~

hack at my shield-boss, though he be brave o

in‘his wicked deeds; but tonight we two will .-

forgo our swords, if he dare-to seek out - . |
685 a war without weapons—ard then let the wise! Lord
grant the judgment of glory; the holy God,

to whichever hand seeins proper to Him.”

He lay down, battle- brave, thebolster took
: the earl s cheek and around him: ‘many -

“I resolved when I set out over the waves, - -
satdown in my ship with my-troop of soldrers, S
that I would entirely fulfill: the w1shes

635 of your people, or fall slain, < i~
fast in the grip of my foe. I'shall perforrn i
& deed of manly courage, or in this meadha]l~ T
I'will await the end of my days!” : EIEE,
These words well pleased that. woman,
s0  the boastmg of the Gea; she went, the- gold—adorned
and coutteous folk-queen, o sit beside her lord. .
Then, as before, there in that hall weren
“-.strong-words spoken, the people happy, -
= the sounds of a victorious nation, until shortly
645+ the- son of Healfdene wished to seek -
“"his evening rest; he knew that the Wretched beast
. had been planmng to do battle in the hrgh burldrng

‘frorn the time they could first see the sunrise

' The glorious king Or:‘;Kting of Glory,’;‘(ile’., God?
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a bold seafarer sank to his hall-rest..

None of them thought that he should thenge::. »1 5 @

ever again seek his own dear homeland, * =
his tribe or the town in which he was raised, =
for they had heard it said that savage death > =:0e
had swept away far too mary of the Danish folk
in that wine-hall. But the Lord gave them -

a web of victory, the people of the Weders,

comfort and support, so that they completely;
through oné man’s craft, overcame their: enemy,
by his own' mighe. It is a well- known truth

that mighty God has ruled mankmd

always and forever.: -

In the dark night he came
creeping, the shadow-goer. The bowmen slept

who were to hold that horned hall—

all but one. Tt was well-known to men o
that the demon foe could not drag them under
the dark shadows if the Maker did not wrsh i
but he, wakeful, keeping watch for his enemy, .
awaited, enraged, the outcome of battle. ©

II

Then from the mioor, in‘a blanket ofmist"”"' ERS
Grendel came stalking—he bore God’s anger,
the evil ‘maraitder meant to enshare -

some of human-kind in that high hall.

Under the clouds hé came until he clearly knew -
he was near the wine-hall, men’s golden house, "~
finely adorned. It was not the first time

he had sought out the home of Hrothgar, -

but never in-his life, early or late,

did he find hardet luck ot a hardier hall- thane

To the hall came that wartior on his journey, - - /.7

bereft. of joyé. The door burst open, A
fast in its fotged bands, when his fingers touched it;
bloody-minded, swollen with rage, he swung oper
the hall's mouth, ahd immediately afterwards ‘
the fiend strode actoss the paved floor;

went angrily; in his eyes stood

a light not fair, glowing like fire.

He saw in the hall many a soldier,

a peaceful troop sleeping all together,

a large company of thanes—and he laughed inside;
he meant to divide, before day came,
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The:good kinsman of Hygelac remembered then:

this loathsome:creature; the life of each. ..
man from his body, when thére befell hrm'
the hope 0f a feast: Burt it was not his fate-
to taste:any more of the:race of mankind::
after that night. The kinsman of Hygelac;..
mighfty one, beheld how that maneater: =i 5
planned to proceed with-his sudden assaule:~::
Not that the monster! meant to delayz==: -
he seized at once at his first.pass e
a sleeping man; slit him open suddenly, RS
bitinto his’joints, drank the blood: from his Verns,
gobbled his flesh in gobbets, andisoon .+, i i
had completely devoured that dead man, - g
feet and fingertips. He-stepped further;: =@
and took:in his hands the strong;hearted
man in his bed; the'monster reached out
towards him with his hands—he quickly grabbed hrm
with evil intent; and sat up against his arm..:ve oo
As soon as that shepherd of sins dj_rscovered S
that he had never met on middle-earth;::
in any region of the world; another man~
with a greaterthandgrip; in his heart he-was =y s0s
afraid for his life; but. none the sooner-could he ﬂee
His mind was eager to escape to thesdarkness;'s "7
seek out a host of.devils—his habitthere wuc::l; -
was nothing like he had ever met before:. -

his evening speech; and stood upright::
and seized him fast.-His fingers burst;: .
the giant turned outward, the-earl stepped 1nward
The notorious-one meant—if he rmght— :
to turn away further and flee; away:
to his lair in the fen; he’knew his: ﬁngers © e
were held-in a hostile grip:That wasan unhappy Jou:rney
that the harm-doer took to Heorotl: =< vns

The great hall resounded; to: the Danes it seerned

the city’s inhabitants, and:every brave eatl; :-
like a wild ale~sharing.>Both were angry,

! mamter The OF word égl«zczz,-w}rich literally eans “dwesome dne”

or “terror,” is elsewhere applied to: the dragon-slaying Sigemund (line

892, where it is transhied “fierce creature”) and to Beowulf himself. Its .

translation here is admittedly tendentious. The word appears elsewhere,
variously translated, in lines 159, 433, 732, 556, et,

* wild ale- 5/mrzng The general sense of the OF word ezz[uxrerwm is

“panic” or “terror,” bu its precise meaning (probably a dlspensrng

_ ofale”) is unclear; did the Danesthink a wild party was going on? Or
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~:who heard through the wall the. Walhng ery—=:"" 2

s

fierce house-wardens—the hall-echoed:!
It was a great wonder that'the wme-hall i

withstood:their fighting ; and.did not fall to the ground

that fair burldmg—but it'was fastened
inside and outwith iron:barids;s > o

forged with skill. From the floor there ﬂeworr o
many a mead-bench, as men have told:mé, . -
gold-adorned, where those grim foes fought"
The Scylding elders had never expected’::
that any man, by’ any ordinary. means, - .. o
could break'it apart, beautiful, bone- adorned,u T
or destroy it with guile; unLess,the embrace of fire:
might swallow it in flames: The noise swelled: .

new and stark—among the North-Daness
horrible terror; in-each of ‘them

Was:

\:'

God’s adversary shrieked a grisly song:
of h‘orror,”defeated thecaptive of Hell - 7" ~+.
bewailed his pain.-He pinned him fast, wod A
he who among men was the: strongest of rmght :
in those days of this life, .

3

he d1d not consrder hls days onearth
of any use at all. Many an earl

in Beowulf’ s troop drew hls old blade, ‘

and seek hrs soul that no sword
not the best iron anywhere in the World
could éven touch that evil s srnner, L ‘,

for he had worked a curse on weapons, o
every sort of blade. His separatlon from the world‘
in those days of chis life ‘ . .
would have to be ‘miserable, and that ahen sprrrt B
would travel far into the keeping of fiends.

Then he drscovered who had done before -

were they dismayed by the loss of their mead- hall’ Or'doeés OE eali

mean “luck”?
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-::as Thave heard around that. gift-hall,

840

who examined the trail of that mglonous one,
. how he went on. his weary way, . . e v,
“.defeated by force, to-a pool of sea-monsters; -« -
doomed ‘put to ﬂrght and left a fatal trail: -+ 9
" The water was welhng with blood there— "

845

throughoutthe wide land.to see thar Wonder, :
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so much harm.to;the race of mankind; -
so many crimes—he was marked by God:
that his body could bear it no longer, o . ..
but the courageous kinsman of Hygelac:. *- - .
had him in hand—hateful to each - S,
was the life of the other. The loathsome creature felt
great bodrly pain;.a gaping wousd opened  +: 5o
in his shoulder-joint, his sinews sprang apart;- -, -
his joints burst asunder. Beowulf was given: -

/glory in bacde—Grendel was forced -

to flee, mortally wounded, into the fen -slopes;:.~-
seek-a sorry abode; he knew quite surely
that the end of his life had arrived, -

the sum, of his days. The will of the Danes —_
was:entirely fulfilled in that bloody onslaught
He who had come from afar had cleansed; > 7.
wise and stout-hearted, the hall of Hrothgar
warded off attack. He rejoiced in his .nrght—wgrk,
his great courage. That man of thé Geats- -

had fulfilled his'Boast to-the East—Danes, ----- .
and entirely remedied all their distress, . "~ = 2hz
the insidious sorrows theéy had suffered. ¢ - - 5o -
and had to endute from sad necessity, -

no small affliction: It was a clear sign, ¢~
when the battle-brave one laid down the hand
arm and shoulder—there all together -

was: Grendel’s. claw=+under the curved roof. ;=

13,

.Then in the morning was many a wamor,. _

leaders of the folk came from far and near:?

Joathsome one’s tracks. His’ ‘parting from Jif
seemed sad to any man "’

the terrible swirling waves, all mingled together .

850

with hot gore, heaved with the blood. of battle;:: .

concealed that doomed one when, deprived of joys,

»helaid down his life in his lair in the fen, .

- his heathen soul—and Hell took hrm
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in every combat; companions at need; -+

a great many of the race of giants
sthey slaughtered with ‘their swords. For Sigemund
sss no small fame grew after his final day, g :

a chosen:reti'nue,vand.ph‘is royal queen with him:i:s . With a hard-grip 1 ho,pedtorbin'd, him .. - R
\ measured the meadhall—path_w'rth'a troop-of maidens. quickly and keenly on the killing ﬂoor,, . o
SRS e e e ey w965 80 that for my handgrasp he would have to

SR and many a youth on the Joyful joumey,
L g5 bravely rode their horses back from the mere;
| men on their steeds. There they- celebrated it

: A T that deadly eriemy; mingwas < - : il
s0  better under the sky’s expanse - - a bold deed-=<nor-was Fitela by his sides= = - plated with gold, and Grendel’s hand:: at deadly enemy; too overwhelming was i 1

B M A ' 14 sl lie squirming for life, { : . R

z l | l‘ Beowulf’s glory: it'was often said after that hardened soldier, prince’s son; T il e I Coglldrrrrroltrftllz 1Cre’eallzlecsls'd1 : mlgl'llrsllp an"a%
Eo ] " that south or north; between the two seas; o s had killed a~dragos;, keeper of a hbard;f‘-'f" e ar % . Hrothgar P! oke—he went to the hall el hinder his going, no-matte ‘1~h:n0thW1z1 11:;;' o
| ll across the wide world, there was none - e alone, he dared to go under gray stones, stood on the steps, beheld the steep roof 5, - .~ E0In8, 1o Tatier ow nard © ¢

Pl . ) . ) that fiend’s flight. & ited his g

Nt among shield-warriors, nor more worthy to rlle—i 80 yet so it befell him that his sword plerced = “For this srght lec us swiftly offer thanks - Len of 7 hizL tarlr;nansdflfildldiitl:e forfe}llecli? y h‘and,

¥ ll though they found no faule with thieir own fr1endly lord the wondrous serpent, stood fixed in the wall;:s - tothe Almlghty’ Much have T endured wianl 1o guard his tracks—’th0 Sal;eh y e,h by
] l gracious Hirothgar, but said he was a good king: - the manly iron; the dragon met his death. == N 9% . of d“c gnef from Grendel, but God may always ough hie got € ereby,

Pathetlc creature, little comfort; 7 - - - o l
the loathsome destroyer-will live no longer,” i -l | |
975 rotten with sin, but'pain has'seized h1m, [ 1 | l l
grabbed him tightly in its fiefce grip, = = S ' |
its baleful bonds—and there ke shall abrde, o l
 guilty of his crimes, the greater judgment, ~
how the shining Maker wishes to’sentence him.”
980 Then the sonof Ecglaf* was more silent - - .- 3
in boasting words about his: battle-works:. v

work, Shepherd of glory, wonder upon Wonder
It was not long ago that I did not expect '
ever in my life to experience relief
loaded his sea-boat, bore the bright treasure =21 - from any of my woes, when, stained with blood,
#53 to the ship’s hold: The serpent melted:in its 'own'heat. 935 this best of houses stood dripping, gor
He was the:most Bmous ofexrles, far anick wrde, a wrdespread woe 1o all wise'men -~ vt s
among all peoplé, protector of warriors, ™ -+ s 22 who did not expect that they might ever - &
900 for his noble deeds—he had prospered for them defend the people’s fortress from its foes; = = %2
since the struggles;of Heremod had ceaseds devils and-demons. Now 2 retainer has done

! ss  their fallow mares fire in a contest, : so that he could-possess that store of rings:
! wherever the footpaths seemed fair to theni, = 805 and use:themrat his will; the son of Wels

i “‘ At times the'proud warriors let their horses- prance, That fierce creature hiad gone forch in"cotrage:
l

|

l

|

: | full of grand stories, mindful of songs,
» 1 : ‘l}‘l‘ who remembered much, a great many - - ©
KR ! g0 of the old tales, found other words -

‘ Lo truly bound together; he:began again "
s

i

l ‘ l to recite with skill the adventure of Beowulf :

: lll ' adeptly tell an apt tale, s his might and valor. Among the Eotens® o »0  the very deed, through the might of God, - 45 lld:l:zedle nol:llelll end haugh teeptesill e o ‘ b |
| ‘ ! and weave his words. He said neatly all 2 he was betrayed into his enemies’ hands, which we all could not contrive to do- the enerirn ts ; an ove;the }élgl; roof, . - LT ‘ : l
il li U s7s  that he had heard said of Sigemund’s quickly dispatched. The surging of cares = with all-our cleverness. Lo that-woman could 53}’: - 085 Was 4 shaf nm%:z;talt lt( ) enl of cach naxl

i l I stirring deeds,” many strange things, - 905 had crrppled him too long; he became a deadly burden whosoever has bornesuchason - e e heathen taPl)onPs)’ th ) E;tee &k L _A
1 ¥ the Volsung’s strife, his distant voyages: - ro ik ouwn people, to A noblemen, .» into the race ofimen; if she still lives, " e ;. the terrible spikes - i

. ; | - i ? of that awful warrior; each . |
obscure, unknown to all the:sons of men; for many a wise an Kad mourned 945 thatthe God of:Old was good:to her: > of them agreed .

h i U e
‘ his feuds:and crimes—except for Fitela, ' .11z wav in earlier times 6ver hrs headstrong ways in childbearing. Now I'will cherish you, 5 lroartrsn:otlirie? thzl;ardest of ancientiand hOﬂOfablC i el
el ‘lH ss0  when of such things he wished to speak to him, who had looked to hrm for. relief from afﬂrctron, ) Beowulf, bestof men, like:a son ~ormris o the blood boilc 1, cf)r }tnlure atall.. ] Gl
[d .t uncle to nephew’—for always they were, s10 hoped that thaf prince’s son would prosper, - ° in my heart; hold well henceforch - - o ,C‘Pé W ‘o. t " baleful creature. - o .

your new kinship. You shall have'nolack’ 7 =i«
950 of the worldly goods:which I can bestow.:-
Often have I offered rewards forless,. -
honored:with gifs 2 humbler man; - f
weaker in'battle. Now by yourself

rank rule his people, )

| ” l | —_— receive his fathe
' a kmgdom of heroes, |

K U between the two seds A conventional expressron like ‘Modern hoard and fortress,
il English “coastto coast™; probablyrt ongmallyreferred té'the North
ll ‘ and Balric seas. . N

is e

Then it was qu1ckly commanded that Heorot ) i]
» , be adorned by-hands 1nsrde, many there;
= e fen and women, prepared that wine- hall o

became to all of the race of mankmd
915 a more pleasant fnend s1n posse ed Rim.>

il l } * Beowulf is: prarsed 1nd1rectly, by berng compared ﬁrst 0l

Sigez:c

- | mund, another famous monsterslayer (a different version- of whose e - vou haved hd ‘
“ story is told in the Old Norse Volsungasaga and the Middle ngh N Sometimes, Competmg, fhe fallOW Paths R ¥ ave:done such deeds.that your fame WlH eﬂdure the. guest-house Gold- dyed tapestrres R ‘ k

! German Nibelungenlied; there the dragon-slaying i atcributed to they measured on horseback When rnornlng s l1ght 95 always and forever—may the Almighty .~ . 2+l w995 shone on the walls, many wonderful srghts o v &l
Sigemund’s son “Siegfried), 'and then contrasted to Heremdd, an raced on and hastened aWay, many a retarner, . reward you with good, as He has already done‘” - to"any man who might look on.them. S | ‘

earlier king of the Danes who descended into tyranfiy (it is some-
times assumed thar the disastrous ending of Heremod’s reign is the..;
cause of the Danes’ lordlessness and distress mentioned at the

Beowulf spoke, son of Ecgtheow
“Freely and gladly have we fought this fight, -

- That shining building was nearly shattered Favtre
“iniside, entirely, fast in its iron bands,

stout-hearted; went to see the high hall
5 to see the strange wonder; the king | hrmself

3 i beginning of the poen). The implication is chat Beowulfs deeds guard of the creasure-hoard, stro e glorrous : ‘done this deed of « courage, daringly faced : “its hrnges sprung; the roof alone survived "~ - e l
| l place him in the ranks of other exemplary figures. The method of from the woman’s charnbers wrth a great entourage, e ‘this unknown power. I would much prefer S 1000 unharmed when that hornble creature, ’ e s
w l‘ narratiof is allusive and indirect, as though the audience were ) - : L ’ - rv.that you l’l’llgl‘lt have seen the foe himself ‘ starned with foul deeds, turned i his fllght, S l

L expected to know the derails of the story and apprecrate an élliptical EE——— d { life e |
ll gl | reference to them. = - e % Eotens. Perhaps ]utes ” The word lrterally means “giants” and espairing of life. Death is not an easy B ‘ F

..decked in his ﬁnery, fallen and exhausted’
———— thrngto escape—try it who will— e ]

.
| .
| 3 may be a tribal name, or an epithet, or may in fact refer to an actual
\1 uncle to nephew - Fitelais actually Sigemund’s son by hrs own Y P y i - inhis finery Lrterally 1nhrs adornments, apeculrar phrasesrnce

‘Grendells notoriously not.armed and unadorned. Perhaps Beowulf —-———— - _ Dy L . . ! b

.irace of giants.
l “‘ differs from the Norse. 5 sin possessed him le., Heremod. : means “covered in 2 garment of blood™? * sonof Ecglaf Le., Unferth. - o N ‘ !

sister—either the poet is being discreet, or his version of the story
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but compelled by necessity all mustcome -
to that place set aside for soul-bearers,
children of men, dwellers on earth,:
where the body; fast on its bed of death
sleeps after the feast. :

1040

Then was the s_et‘time sk

that the son of Healfdene went to the hall;

the king himself wished to share in the feast. " =2~ o7 1045
I have never heard of a greater host Lo
who bore themselves better before their treasure- giver
Those men in their glory moved to their- benches,
rejoiced in the feast; fairly those krnsmen o

took many a full mead-cup,

stouthearted in the high hall, -
Hrothgar and Hrothulf. Heorot within was

filled with friends—no false treacheries . " ¥
did the people of the Scyldings plot at that time.* »..
He gave to Beowulf the blade of Healfdene, ="

a golden war-standard as a reward for victory,:
the bright banner, a helmet and byrnie,

a great treasure-sword—many saw them . ...
borne before that man. Beowulf received:
the full cup in the hall, he felt no shame =2 "
at that gift-giving before his bowmen; .-
never have I heard tell of four treasures . .# susl™
given more graciously, gold-adomed,. :
from one man to another on the ale-benches. » .0
On the crown of the helmet as a head-protector’ .
a ridge, wound with wire, stood withour,

so that the file-sharp swords might not terribly
harm him, shower-hard, when shield-fighters
had to go against hostile forces. '

The protector of earls ordered eight horses
with ornamented bridles led into the burldmg,
in under the eaves, on one sat

1050

1055

1060

1065

1070

' Implicit in this statement is the idea that, at some later time, the
people of the Scyldings did plot false treacheries; from othersources
it is possible to infer that after the death of Hrothgar, his nephew
Hrothulfruled rather than Hrethric, Hrothgar’s son. Many scholars
assume that the story of some sort of treacherous usurpation was
known to the audience; this gives a special urgency to much of what'
happens in these scenes of feasting, especially the speeches of Wealh-
theow.

* Thetranslation follows the readingof Mitchelland Robinson, and
see Bruce Mitchell, “Beowulf, line 1020b: brand or bearn?” The
manuscript is usually emended to mean “The son of Healfdene gave
to Beowulf.” :

a saddle, skillfully-tooled, set with gemstones; oz »
that'was the warseat of the high-king:. -..: "+

when the son of Healfdene sought to perform

his swordplay—the widely-known warrior

never failed at the front, when the shin fell about him.
And the lord of the Ingwrnes gave owne “h1p
of both of them to Beowulf;
the horses and weapons, bid hrm use them well -
So manfully did the mrghty prince, ~ e
hoard-guard of warrrors, reward the storm of battle
with such steeds and treasures that none who erl speak
the truth rrghtfully could ever reproach them

e
Then the. lord of €atls; 10 .each of those: :
on the rneaclbenches who had made with: Beowulf
a sea-journey; gave jeweled treasures, -
antique heirlooms, and'then ordered
that goldbe paid for the man whom Grendel :
had wickedly slain~=he-would have- done Jmore;
if wise God and 'one man’s:courage -: N
had-not 'prevented that fate. The Maker ruled all
of the race of mankind, as He:still-does.
Therefore understanding 4s always bést, .-
spiritual foresight—he:must face muich, -
both love and-hate, who long here.”
endures this world in these days of strrfe
Noise and music'niingled together .-
before the leader of Healfdene’s forces;
the harp was touched, tales‘often told, ' -

when Hrothgar’s scop was set.to recite = = - = o

among the mead-tables his hall-entertainment .
about the sons of Finn, surprised in ainbuish;

when the hero of the Half-Danes; naef the Scyldrng
had to fall in a:Frisian slaughter o
? Ingwmes Ie Danes. =7 <" s | e '

¢ the sons.of Finn ... Frzszdn }lzmghter “The story -is-obscure; the

survival of a fragment-of another poem (“The Fisht at Finnshurs”)
telling the same story helps «clarify the action somewhat. Hnef,

prince of the Danes, is visiting his sister Hildeburh at the home of '

her husband an, king of the Frrsrans While there, the Danrsh
party is treacherously -attacked (perhaps:by a Jutish contingent
among Finn’s troops, unless the “Jutes” and Frisiansare oneand the

«+:same people); after five days.of fighting Hnef lies dead, along with
._..many casualties on eitherside. Hnzf's retainer Henoest is left tolead

the remnant of Danish survrvors
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Hildeburh; indeed; had no need to'praise
the good faith of the Jutes.! Guiltless, she was -~ . -
deprived of her dear ones’in that shieldplay, - - >
her sons and brothers—sent forth to their fate, .-’
dispatched by spears; she was-a'sad lady! - + = ;.

Not without cause did she mourn-fate’s decrees; . -

the daughter of Hoc, after daybreak came -

and she could ‘see the slaughter of her kin -~/ -

under the very-skies where once she held --:- -~ -7
the greatest worldly joys. Wartook away.. .5 77
all of the thanes of Finn, except 2 few, -

so that he could not continue atall -

a fight with Hengest on the battleﬁeld

nor could that woeful remnant drive away

the prince’s thane—so they offered them terms
they would clear out :
a house and- h1gh seat, of Wthl’l they should have
half the control wrth the sons of the ]utes, T

and Foléwalda’s $on, 3 with feastmg and g1fts, e

should honor the Danes each afid every day, - _
gladden the troops of Hengest with gold rrngs e
and ancient treasures, ornamented gold
just as often‘as he would | encourage T

the hosts of the Frisians in the beerhall

They swore therr pledges then on erther sider” " o
afirm. compact of péace. “With unfergned zeal
Finn swore h1s oaths to Hengest, pledged that he, -
with the corisent of his counselors, Would o
support wrth honor those sad survrvors, f o

rernrncllng them of all their: murderous hate, i
then with the sword s edge they should settle

clear—who offers what to whorn> The terms of the 1 truce are

unthmkable—no hero could honorably follow the killer of his lord.
In the followrng lrne they refers 10 the Frisians, “them” to the
Danes DT e ke

Fol:wa[dﬂ s son I e an

oath Some edrtors emencl to ad pyre

. Beowurr 53

was brought from the hoard; the Bartle-Scyldings’. .«
best fighting-man was ready for the fire. ..
w10 It was easy to see upon that pyre
the bloodstained. battle-shirt, the grlded swme,
iron-hard, boar—rmages, the noblemen = -
with fatal wounds—so many felled by - warl..
Then Hrldeburhcommanded at Hnefs pyre . ¢
s that her own son be consigned to the flames . .~ ..
to be burnt, flesh and bone, placed on the pyre .-
at his uncle’s shoulder; the lady sang
a sad lament. The warrior ascended;
to the clouds coiled the mighty funeral ﬁre,
1120 and roared before their mound; their heads melted
their gashes burst open and spurted blood,
- the deadly body-bites. The flame devoured ‘
most greedy spirit, those whom war destroyed
of both peoples—their glory departed. '

L

25 The warriors left to seek therr native lands, o
 bereft of friends, to behold Frrsra, T
\ therr homes and hlgh fortresses. Hengest strll
st yed ‘there with Finn that slaughter-stained. Wrnter,
unwrllrng, désolate. He dreamt of home,
130 though on the frozen sea he could not’ steer
His ring- provved shrp—the 6cean raged with storms,
strove with the wind, and winter locked the Waves
1n icy bonds, until’ thére came another 8
year to the courtyard—as it yet does,
uss always observrng its seasons and times,
bright gloricus weather Gone was the s Wrnter,
and fair the Bosoin of arth; the exile burned
to take leave of. that cotirt, yet more he thought
_ of stern vengeance than of sea-voyages,
1190 how he might arrange a hostile meeting, "
remind the Jutish sons of his i iron sword.
So he did not refuse the World s custom.
when the son of Hunlaf placed a glmtrng sword,

5

translators add it to make better sense of the passage and of Hen-
gest’s character. e
6

15;-:_- the son-of Hunltzf It is.not cleat who this is: perhaps Guthlaf or
'Oslaf-(mentioned a few. lines; later), perhaps not;-appartently-some
-:nfetainers remamed with- Hengest in Finn’s hall, nursing their
resentment throughout the winter: Some scholars take the.OE word

not . OE ne “not” is not in the manuscript; most editors and
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the best of battle-flames, upon his lap;” * "
its edge was not unknown among the ]u‘tes".‘— o
And so, in turn, to the bold-minded’F w

befell criiel sword-evil in his own home,> -
when Guthlaf and Oslaf spoke‘of therr grief; R

and cursed their wretched lot—the 'restless»hear‘_'t;'»‘ -
could not restrain itself. The hall was staine;df; ;
with the lifeblood of foes,-and Finn was slaif; ne
the king among his host; the queen Wwas seized. =

The Scylding bowmen carried to their shrps
all the house property of that earth-king,
whatever they could find in Finn’s homestead
brooches and bright gems. On their sea Journey‘
they bore that noble queen back to the Danes
and led her to her people. T -

The lay was -su‘n‘g,_

the entertainer’s song. Glad sounds rose again,
the bench-noise glittered, cupbearers gave

u

wine from wondrous vessels. Wealhtheow came. forth i

in her golden crown to where the good. two
sat, nephew and uncle, therr peace was strll wh l

his spirit,

that he had great courage, though 0. h1s krns e
had not been

spoke: N

“Take this cup, my noble courteous lord
giver of treasure! Be truly }oyful » L
gold-friend of men, and speak to the\ Geats_ .
in mrld Words, as a man should do! »
Be gracious to the Geats, mindful of the grfts .
which you now have from near “and far.

I have been told that you Would take thls Wamor s

for your son. Heorot is cleansed

the bright rrng—hall——use your many rewards
while you ¢an, and leave to your kinsmen

the folk and kingdom, when you must go forth N

i vhunfdﬁng as the name of a sword.

oL spokesman The Old Enghsh word’ thyle: has. been" variously

interpreted; from “court jester”-to" “official speechmaker.” ‘The
present translation grants Unferth a measure of drgmty atid posmon

"to which, perhaps, he-is not entitled.

1185 both our.sons kindly; if he recalls all 2o .

119 all the youths together; the good man;

1180 to face the Maker’s decree. T know that my'own‘.

dear gracious Hrothilf will hold in honors '
these youths, if you should give up the World
before him; friend of:the Scyldrngs, o
I expect that he would wish to repay”

the pleasures and honors:that we have: shown h1m, .
in our kindriess, since he'was a child.”

She turned to the bench where her: boys ‘sat; .
Hrethric and:Hrothmund, and the hero’ ston,

Beowulf the Gea, sat between the. brothers sl

The ﬂagon was borne o hrm, a fr1endly» gree ng -
conveyed “with words, and wound gold. L
offered with good will, two armlets,

1195 garments and ngs, ¢ and the greatest neck—
ever heard of anywhere on earth

collar .

Hygelac the Geat on hrs Tast Journe
had that neck—rmg, nephew of Sw
when under the banner he defended his bootyi o

1205 the spoils of slaughrer Fate struck him down v
When in his prrde he went lookmg for WOE, .

Y feud wi th the Frrsrans He wore that ﬁnery
those. precrous stones, OY?,I the cup of the ea, .
that powerful Jord, and collaps: )

1210 Into Frankish hands came: the ler o -hat krng,
his breast garments, and the great collargtoo,
a lesser warrror Jooted the corpses ‘
mown down 1n battle,r G atrsh men

* Brosinga necklace The Brosinga necklace had apparently been
worn by the Norse goddess Freya. Nothing muchisknown. of! Hama;
who apparently stole the necklace from Eormantic, famous krngho
e the Goths. The “brrght city” and * eternal counsel” may refer to his
retrgat into a monastery and Christianity (a story told in the Old
' Norse Tbm’re/ermgzz) though thrs is not entrrely certarn

s Hygelac . neck- -ring’ The first of several mentions of Hycrelac s
ill-fated raid against the Frisians. Laterwe are told that Beowulfgives
the necklace to Hygd, Hygelac’s wife; she apparently let hrm borrow
it when he went on his prratrcal aid: R
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held that krllrng field.~ 3
The halk swallowed the noise:.
Wealhrheow stood before the company and spoke
“Beowulf, beloved warrior, wear this neck—rrng
in good health, and enjoy: this war- garment,
treasure of a people, and prosper well;
be bold and clever, and to these boys- be
mild in counsel—I will remember you for that
You have made it so that men: will praise: you
far and near, forever and-ever, .
as wide as the seas, home of the winds, :
surround the shores.of earth. Be. whlle you live -
blessed, o nobleman! T wish:you well
with these bright treasures. Be to-my sons
kind in your déeds, keepmg them in‘joys! --
Here each earl'is true to the other, -
mild in his heart, loyal to h1s hege—lord
the thanes united, the nation alert; ‘
the troop, having drunk at my table, will do as’ I b1d 7
She went to her'seat: The best of feasts it was-—
the men drank wine, and did not know wymf
the cruel fate which would come to- -pass.:
for many an earl once evening came, - G
and Hrothgar departed to his own dwelhng, o TEE
the mighty one to his rest. Countless men = ¢ =

guarded that hall, as they often-had before.

They:cleared away bench-planks, spread. cush1ons Horan

and bedding on the floor. One of those beer-drrnkers
lay down to his rest fated; ripe for death: . .+ =
They set at their heads their round battle- shrelds,
bright boards; there on the bench was™

easily seen over the noblemen = -7 epe o

the high bartle-helmet, the rmged byrnre,
the mighty wooden spear. Tt was their custom;
to be always ready, armed for batle, - o
at home or:in the field, every one of them, e o
on whatever occasion their overlord ::

had need of them; that was a good troop

‘19

They sank i rnto sleep—one paid sorely
for his evening rest, as had often happened
when Grendel guarded.that gold- hall, .
committed his wrongs until he came to his end
died for his sins. It was clearly seen,

- BEOWULE °

obvious to all men, that an” avengef still
lived on after that énemy for-a long time
after that grim battle=—Grendel’s mother, ;.
monster-woman, remembered her misery, ;
1260 she who dwelt in those.dreadful waters; © - -~
.the cold streams, ever.since Cain
killed with his blade his only brother,
his father’s kin; he fled bloodstained,
marked for murder; left the joys of men,
1265 dwelled in the wasteland. From him awoke :
many a fateful sprrrt—Grendel among them,.
hateful accursed foe, who fourd at Heorot
a wakeful'warrior waiting for batde.
There the great beast began to’seize him; -
1270 but he remembered his mighty strength, -
the ample gifts which God had given hrm,
and trusted the Almighty for mercy, -
favor and support; thus he overcame the. ﬁend
subdued the hellish spirit. He went away wretched
1275 deprived of joy, to find his place of death,
mankind’s foe. But his mother still .
greedy, grim-minded, vanted 1o go. g
- on her sorrowful journey:to avenge her'so’s death
She reached Heorot, where the Ring-Danes
1280 slept throughout the building; sudden turnabout
came to men, when Grendel’s mother
broke into'the hall. The horror was less
.. by as much as a maiden’s strength A
a woman’s warfare, is less than an armecl man’ s 7
1285 when a bloodstained blade, its ‘edges strong“ o
hammer-forged sword, “slices’ through -
the boar—rmage on a helmet . opposite.’
Then-in the hall was the hard edge drawn
swords over seats, many a broad shield . )
1200 raisedin hands—none remémbered his helmer <
or broad mail-shirt when that terror serzed the n
She came in haste and meant to hurry out,
save her life, when she v was surprised there, "
but she had quickly seized, fast in her clurches, o
1295 one nobleman when she went to the fens.
He was the dearest of heroes to Hrothgar .
among 'his Comrades between the two seas; )
mighty: shield-warrior, whom she snatched from hls rest,

-~

' In fact Grendel s mother isa much more danoerous opponent for
Beowulf; the point of these lines is not clear.
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a glorious thane. Beowulf was not there,..

but another place had been appointed

for the famous Geat after the treasure-giving. ™ -
Heorot was in an uproar—she took the famous hand
covered in gore; care was renewed; S -
come again to the dwellings: That was no good exchange,
that those on both sides should have to bargarn

with the lives of friends: ‘ at
‘Then the wise old krng, i
gray-bearded warrior, was grieved at heart

when helearned that he no longer lived—" "~ ¢
the dearest of men, his chief thane, was dead. -1
Quickly Beowulf was fetched to the chambers, o
victory-blessed man: Just before dawn -

that noble champion came with his companions, = &

went with his men to where the old king -waited -
wondering whether the Almighty would ever

work a change afterhis tidings of woe:

Across the floor walked the worthy warrior © o e
with his small troop-—the hall-wood resounded— =
and with his words he addressed the wisé one; ..
lord of the Ingwines, asked him whether

the nrght had been agreeable, after hrs urgent summons.

20 i

Hrothgar spoke protector.of the Scyldrngs
“Ask not of joys! Sorrow is renewed .
for the Danish people Aschere is dead
elder brother of Yrmenlaf, -
my confidant and my counselor,
my shoulder-companion in every conflict . .
when we defended our heads when the footsoldlers !
clashed .
and struck boar-helmess. As a nobleman sho v
always excellent, so Zschere was!
In Heorot he was slain by the hand
of a restless death-spirit; I do not know o
where that ghoul went, gloating with its carcass, . .
rejoicing in its feast. She avenged that feud »
in which you killed Grendel yesterday evenrng
in your violerit ‘way with a crushing vice-grip,
for he had diminished and destroyed my people
for far too long. He fell in batde, '

it cost him his life, and now has come another

a2y
[

mighty evil marauder who means to-avenge

1340 her kin, and too far has.carried out her revenge,
as it may seem to many a thane :
whosespirit groans for his treasure-giver,
a hard heart’s distress—now that hand lies dead

which was wont to give.you'all good things. i+ .
13¢s I have heard countrymen and hall—counselors

among my people report this:
they have seen two such creatures,

great march-stalkers holding the moors, .. . ;=

alien spirits. The secornid of them, - .-
1350 as far as:they could discern most clearly,

had the shape of a woman; the other, misshapen, '
marched the exile’s path in the form of 2 man, '
except that he was larger-than-any other;:::c 0 % i
in bygone days he was called ‘Grendel’ = ... « 5=

1355 by the local folk: They knew no father; -
whether before him had been begotten ::
“ any more mysterious spirits. That murky land.
they hold, wolf-haunted. slopes; windy headlands,

awful fenpaths; where the upland torrents ... ...
1360 plunge downward-under the dark-crags,~ i v

the flood underground. It is not far hence -
—measured in miles—tHat the mere stands;::
over it hangs a grove hoar-frosted,:
a firm-rooted wood.looming over. the: water,

1365 Every night one:can:see there an awesome wonder,
fire-on the water. - There lives none so wise’ et . 15
or bold that he can fathom its abyss. ... i
Though the heath-stepper beset by hounds, . ="

the strong-horned hart; might seek the-forest, 2 -

1370 pursued from afar, he will sooner lose v » =+ o+ °
his life on the shore:thdn save his head.
and go-in:the lake—it isno-good place‘ o
The clashing waves climb, up from there. -
dark to the clouds, when the wind clrrves

1575 the violent storms, until the sky itself droops,

the heavens groan. Now once again-all help . =~

depends on you alone. You do not yet know
this fearful place, where you might find
the sinful creature—seek it if you dare!
1380 I will reward you with ancient riches -
for that feud, asIdid before,

with tw1$tecl gold 1f you return‘ahve S ;‘

1385

1390

1395

1400

1405

1410
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1420

“with plarted rnane The: wrse pnnce

and hot cfore At times a horn sang

ST ERERR I bt Sl
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Beowulf spoke, son of Ecgtheow e
“Sorrow not, wise one! It is always better
to avenge one’s friend than to motirn overmuch.
Each of us sha.ll abrde the end o
of this world’s life; let him who can
bring about fame before death—that i is best.
for the unl1v1ng man after he is gone.
Arise, kingdom’s guard, let us qrirckly go

and i 1nspect the path of Grendel }Lkrn

1430

1435

nor the mountarn groves—-—let hnn go where h - erl'
For to« ay, you must endure patrentl = '
all your woes; as I'e expect y u wrll ”Yr

T 1440

rode in full array; 1 footsoldrers marcherd

with shields
far and wide on. the forest paths, o
a trail through the woods, where she went forth
over the murky moor, bore: the y_‘ung man 5 T
Iifeless body, the best of a.ll those R ; ’
who had held watch over Hrothgar s home “
The son of robles crossed 6 over

the’ steep stone chffs, the constrrcted chmb

144

i)

Sl 1450

1455

5

stunted and leanrng over gray stone, o
a joyless wood the water went under, - )
turbid-and dreary To all the Danes, B \
the men of the Scyldrngs many a thane,

it wasa sore pam at heart to suffer,
a griefto every earl, when on the seaclrff
they came upon the head of Aschere, - o
The flood boiled with blood—the folk gazed on— '

1460

1465

' he Y., Grendel’s mother. The.hero does not note carefully

--enough the gender of Grendel’s mother, orelse the pronoun he refers

10 OR magan “kinsman,” a masculine noun. .
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its eager war-song. The footsoldiers sat down. . - -
They saw in the water many kinds of serpents, . -
strange sea-creatures testing the currents,” . ...
and on the sloprng shores lay such monsters

as often attend:in early morning"

a sorrowful journey on the sail- road

dragons and wild beasts. They rushed away
bitter, enraged; they heard the bright noise,

the sound of thé battle:horn. A Geatish bowma.n
cut short the life of one of thosé swimimers -

with a bow and arrow; o that i his: body stood .

the hard wat-shaft; he was a'slower swimmer’
on the waves, when death took him away.
At once in the Watét he wasassailed *
with'the barbed hooks £’ boar-pikes, ‘
violently attacked and dragged ashore,
the strange Wave roarner, the reén mspecte
this grrsly visitor. © =7 ere :

© Beowulf geared upie
in his wariot’s clothrng, cared nor for l'llS hfe R
The broad wat-shitt, woven by hand;
cunningly made; had t6 test the_rnere—fii SO
it knew well how t6 protect his borie-house

50 thata ‘batile“grip might not Kure his breast ™
“hor an angry thalicious clutch touch hislife. -

The shining: helmet ‘protected his head . Z' SR
set to stir up the sea’s depths; « =0
seek that troubled water, decorated with treasure,
encircled with a splendid band, as'a weapon-ésiiith
in days of old had crafted it with wonders, "

- set boar-images; o thatafterwards =~ o

no blade or bartle-sword might ever b1te it
Not thé smallestof powerful supports was that
which:Hrothgar’s spokesmian leiit him'at néed;
that hilted sword was named’ Hruntrng,
unique among’ aficient treasures— -

its edge was iron, etched wrth poison-stripe:
‘hardened with* the blood of war; it had ‘never failed:’
any man-who grasped'it in his hands in battle, e
who dared'to undertake a‘dreadfiil jotirney = *
into the very homé of the foe—it tvas not the ﬁrst time
thativhad 1o perform a work of high courage
“Truly, the soa"of Ecglaf, crafty in strength; -

did not remember what he had said before,

drunk with wine, when he lent that weapon

g
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when he had geared hrmself up for battle o
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to a better swordsman; he himself did* fiot dare SARRY
to risk his life under the rushing waves; :
perform a lordly act; for that he lost honot, °
his fame for courage. Not so Wltl‘l the other,

SPNE o

Beowulf spoke, son of Ecgtheow: "
“Consider now, famous kinsman-of FHealfdene; . -~
wise prince, now that I am eager-to depart,: o = -1
gold-friend to men, what we spoke'of before:- .. .. ...
if ever in your seryice I should
lose my life, that you would always be
in a father’s place to me when I'have passed away 5
Be a protector to my band-of men, - ;on ool
my boon-companions, if battle should take me, .
and send on to Hygelac, beloved Hrothgar, e
the gifts of treasure which you have given me.
The lord of:the Geats will understand by-that- gold
the son of Hrethel will see by that sreasure,:, .~ -
that I found a ring-giver who was good -

in ancient customs and, while I could, en)oyed it s5oeas

And let Unferth have that ancient heirloom;; -
that well-known man have my waye- patterned sword
hard-edged, splendid; with Hrunting I'shall.*; -7
win honor and fame, or death will take me'”
After these words the Weder-Geat'man -
hastened boldly, by no means wished to'
stay for an answer; the surging sea recerved
the brave soldier. It was the space of 2 day X
before he could perceive the boteom. - by
Right away she who held that expanse of wates;
bloodthirsty and fierce, for a hundred half-years,: *:;
grim and greedy; perceived that seme man .-
was exploring from above that;alien land..
She snatched at him, seized the warrior.
in her savage clutches, but none-the sooner -

injured his sound body—the ring-mail encrrcled hrm,

so that she could not pierce that war-dress, - .. "
the locked coat of mail, with her hostile claws. -
Then that she-wolf of the sea swam to the bottom,

and bore the prince of rings into her abode, 1.1 ..

so that he might not—no matter how strong—:

VIt was the space of a day  Or “it was daylight.”

1510’ set upon him in the Water, many a sea—beast

1530 mrndful of glory, that kmsman of Hygelac

wield his weapons, but so*many wonders

that the battle—ﬂame g
of Wound her fatally

hand-to-hand meetlngs,

fated war-garments. ] It was the ﬁrst trme

that the fame of that pre
Agarn he was stalwart, not slow of zeal

weary, he stumbled strongest of war
of foot-soldlers, and took a fall

‘her only offsprlng On his shoulders lay
the linked corselet, it defended his lrfe,
prevented the entrance of pomt and blade .

1550 There the son of Ecgtheow would have ended hrs life

L pursiiing him Ot attacked their- adversary ? The Old Englrsh
word aglacan may reférhere-to Béowulfor to the séa-monsteis:’

1555

1560

1565

1570

1575

1580

1585

1590

under the wide ground, the Geatish champion;.
had not his armored shirt offered Him help;
the hard ‘battle-net, and holy God -

brought about war-victory——the wise Lord, -

«:Ruler of the heavens, decided it rrghtly, i

easily, once he stood up agam

-He saw among the a.rmor avrctonous blade,;,

ancient grant—sword strong in its edges,
an honor in battle, it was the best of weapons, L
except that it was greater than any other man.
might even bear into the play of battle P
good, adorned, the work of g1ants ET
The Scyldings’ champron seized ‘its lmked h1lt, S
fierce and ferocious, drew the rrng-marked sword
despamng of his life, struck in fury
so that it caught her hard in the neck .
broke her bone-rings; the blade cut through
the doomed flesh—she fell to the floor, _
the sword was bloody; the soldier re;orced et
The flames gleamed, a lrght glowed w1thm o
even as from heaven clearly shines

the firmament’s candle. He looked around the chamber, U

passed by the wall, hefted the weapon

hard by its hilt, that thane of Hygelac, e

angry and resolute—nor was the edge useless
to that warrior, but he qurckly wrshed

to pay back Grendel for the many battle—storms o
., which he had’ wrought on the West-Danes o

much more often than on one occasron, [ -
when Hrothgar's hall- companrons I

he slew in. their beds, devoured sleeprng

fifteen men of the Danrsh folk

and made off with as many more, .

2 loathsome booty. He pard him back for that

the fierce champion, for on a couch he saw )
Grendel lylng lifeless, R o
battle-weary from the wound he recewed o
in the combat at Heorot His corpse burst open
when he was dealt a blow after death,

2 hard sword stroke, and hrs head chopped off.

* the work of gzzmts Old hrghly prarsed weapons are often called
“thework of giants”—whether this reference is meant to cotinect the
sword to the giants “who fought against God”.is iotclear. ...

s
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* Soon the wise men saw.it, ST
those who kept watch-on the water- wrth Hrothgar~
all turbid were the waves, and troubled; -
the sea stained with blood. The graybearded

1595 elders spoke together about the.good one, - * + -«
said they did not expect that nobleman - : .
would return, wiumphant, to seek -
the mighty prince; ro many.it seemed - - v
that the sea-wolf had destroyed him. w-oo . ...

160 The ninth-hour came; the noble Scyldings. -
abandoned the,head’land,_an,dhome went .- -
the gold-friend of men. The guests® sat'
sick at heart, and stared into the mere; = .
::they wished,-but did not hope, that, they would

1605 see therr lord himself;. 2, - el

,,Then the sword began,
that blade, to waste away.into battle-icicles .-
from the war-blood; it was a great wonder
that it melted entirely, just like ice -~
when the Facher loosens the frost’s fetters,

1610 UNWraps the water’s borids~—HEé wields power
ovet times and seasons; that is’ the true-Maker: '7
The man’of the Geats took no miore precious treasures
from that place—though he'saw many- there—‘ )
than the head, and the hileas well, - e

1615 bright with gems; the blade had melted e
the ornamented sword burned up; so hot was the blood
of the poisonous alren spiritwho' dred in there: ™
Soon he was swunmrng who had survrved in battle -
the downfall of his enemies, dove up through 1 the v water;

1620 the sea-currents wereentirely cleansed, =~ ™ ‘
the spacious tegions, when that-alien sp1r1t
gave up life2days and this loaned world. -

- The defender of seafarers came to land :
swain stout—hearted he rejoiced in his sea—boory,

1625 the great biirden’ whrch he brought with him. - k
“That splendid troop of tharies went towards hrm, =
thanked God; rejoiced in‘their prince, - -
that they might see himsafe and sound. R

~ Then from that'bold man helmet and byrnie - * =

1630 were ’qui‘ckly unstrapped: Under the clouds ™ "
the mere stewed, sained with gore. ** - ’
They went forth, followed the trail, -
rejoicing in their hearts; they marched along the road,

* guests Le., the Geats who had come to Heorot with Beowulf,
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the familiar path; proud as kings
they carried the head from the sea-cliff -
with great trouble, even for two palrs
of stout-hearted men; four of them had to = -
bear, with some strain, on a battle-pole - .
"Grendel’s head to the gold-hall,
until presendy fourteen proud
and battle-hardy Geats came to the hall
warriors marching; the lord of those men,
mighty in the throng, trod the meadhall-plarn
Then the ruler of thanes entered there,
daring in actions, honored in fame,
battle-brave hero, to greet Hrothgar ‘
Then, where men were drinking, they: dragged by i ‘harr

Grendel’s head across the hall-floor, [ PRI

a grisly spectacle for the men and the queen.
Everyone stared at that amazing sight.

24

Beowulf spoke, son of Ecgtheow

“I ook! son of Healfdene, prince of the Scyldrngs, o

. we have brought you gladly these gifts from the sea~
which you gaze on here, a token of glory.
Not easily did I escape with my life »
that undersea battle, did my brave deed

-with difficulty—indeed, the battle would have. been ‘

over at once, if God had not guarded me.

Nor could I achieve anything at that battle

with Hruntrng, though that weapon is good;
but the Ruler of Men granted to me

that I might see on the wall a gigantic old sword
hanging glrtterrng—He has always guided
the friendless one—so I drew that weapon. . : 7
In that conflict; when I had the chance, I slew .

the shepherds of that house. Then that battle- sword .

burned up with its ornaments, as the blood shot out,
hottest battle-sweat. I have brought the hilt »
back from the enemy; I avenged the old deeds, ~

the slaughter of Danes, as seemed only right..

Now you have my word that you may in Heorot .
sleep without care with your company of men,

and every thane, young and old,

 in your nation; you need fear nothing,

prince of the Scyldrncrs from that side,

no deadly manslaughters, as you drd before

Ther the golden hilt was placed-in the-hand ...
of the gray—haired‘warsehief, wise old-leader, .. i+s2
that old work of giants; it came to the keeping: .

1680 -of the Danish lord after-the fall of demons,. .50
awork of wonder-smiths; and when that evil- hearted man,
God’s adversary, gave up-the world,
guilty of murders—and his mother too—
it passed to the possession of the best

1685 of world-kings between the two seas, ..
of all those that dealt out treasures in Danrsh lands

Hrothgar spoke—he studred the hilt

of the old heitloom, where was wiitten' the ongm =
of ancierit strife, when the flood slew, ‘

1600 rushing seas, the race of glants— o
they suffered awfully That was a people alren :
to the eternal Lord; alastreward " "
the Ruler gave them through the ragrng Waters
Also, on the sword-guard of bright gold

1695 was rightly marked in rune-letters,
set down and said for whom that sword
best of irons, had ﬁrst been made, o
with scrollery and serpentrne patterns Then spoke

the wise son of Healfdene—all fell srlent -

moo - “One may, indeed; say, if he acts in truth
“and rrght for the people, remeimbers all, "
old guardian of his homeland, tha this earl vvas
born a better man! My friend Beowulf, '
your glory is exalted throughout the world

1705 OVer every people; you hold it all with patrent care,”
and temper strength with wisdom. To you I shall fulfill
our frrendshrp, as we have said. You shall become a cornfort
everlasting to your own people, T
and a help to heroes _ :

- Not §0 was Heremod

1710 to, the sons of Ecgwa.la, the Honor- Scyldmgs,
he grew not for their delrght, but for therr destructron

and the muider of Danish men. .
Enraged, he cut down his table-cornpanrons, ’
comrades-in-arms, untrl he turned away alone N

1715 from the pleasures of men, that famous prrnce,

though mrghty God exalted h1m in the joys

" wristen Or “carved It is not clear whether the scene - is visual o
. vextual, depicted or written in (presumably runrc) characters

¢ Ecgwala Aking of Danes. . B
* Honor-Scyldings *l.e., Danes. e e

of strength and force, advanced him far - 1o =«

over all men, yet.in hisheart he nursed - :

a blood-ravenous breast-hoard: No-fings drd he give’

to the Danes for their honor; he:endured, Joyless, 8

to suffer the pains of that strife; ™ s

a long-lasting harm to his-people. Learn from hrm, i

understand virtue! For your sake I have told thrs, ¥

in the Wrsdom of rnywrnrers :
‘ It isa Wonder o say

~how rmghty God in Hrs great'spirit. . i owes

allots wisdom, land and lordship .+ %25 -

to mankind; He has control of everythrng

At times He permits: the thoughts.of a:man- -

in a mighty race to:move in: delrghts, :

sgiveshim to hold in his homeland - Ve

the sweet joys of earth;a stronghold of men; ;.

grants-him such.power. over his portion of the world, =

a great krngdorn, that he himself cannot

imagine an end o it; in his. folly. -

He dwells in plenty; in'no way: plague hing::

illness or old age;.nor do evil thoughts

darken his spirit; nor any:strife :: -

or sword -hate shows itself; but: all the world

turns to his will;:he knowsrnothmg Worse:!:

Lo :';5_55- Sy A

At last hrs portron of prrde wrthrn hrm
grows and flourrshes, while the guardran sleeps,
the soul’s shepherd—that sleep is too sound B
bound with cares, the slayer too close, -
who, sinful and wrcked shoots from his bo
Then he is struck in his, heart, under his Ke
with a bitter dart—he knows 1 no, defense—
the strange,. dark demands of ,ey,rl spirits. .
What he has long held seerns: 00 lrttle,
angry and greedy, he gives no golden rrngs"

for vauntmg boasts, and-his final destmy . :
he neglects and forgets, since God, Ruler of glorres,

has given him a portion of honors.

In the end it finally comes about

that the loaned hfe-dwellrng Starts to decayh
and falls, fated to dre, another follows h1m

. :
The slayer is sin or vice; the soul’s a-uardran is reason, *coscience
or prudence.

who doles:out his riches withour regret,
the earl’s ancient treasure; ke heéds no terror.
Defend yourself from wickedness, dear. Beowulf
best of men, and choose the better; -
1760 eternal counsel; care not for- -pride, - T
great champion! The glory of your. might. ., :
is but a lictle while; soon it will be - - 5
that sickness or the sword will shatter your strength
or the grip of fire, or the surging flood,.
1765 or the cut of a sword; or the flight of.a spear,
or terrible old age—or the light of your eyes
will fail and flicker out; in one fell swoop
death, o-warrior, will overwhelm you. ‘
*“Thus, a hundred half- -years L held the ang—Danes
1770 under the skies, and kept them safe from war .
from many tribes throughout this middle- earth
from spears and swords, so that I considered none
under the expanse of heaven my enemy.
Look! Turnabout came in my own homeland, " -
1775 grief after gladness, when Grendel became el
my invader, ancient adversary, ' ’
for that persecution I bore perpetually C T
the greatest heart-cares. Thanks be to the"'Creator,
eternal Lotd, that I have lived long enough -

1780 to see that head, stairied ‘with blood,

with my own eyes, after all'this strife!
Go to your seat, enjoy the feast,
honored in battle; between s shall be: shared
a great many treasures, when mornrng comes.” " "T‘
s Glad‘Kearted; die Geatv went at once T
to take his seat, as the wise orie told him: :
Then again as before,a feast was prepared
for the bfave ones who occupred the hall ™
on this new occasion. The dark helm of mght
1790 overshadowed ‘the’ troop The soldiers aro!
the gray-haired-ruler-was réady for bed
the aged Scylding.’ Irnrneasurably well
did rest please the Geat, proud shreld—warnor,
atoncea chamberlam led him-forth;’
1795 weary from his adventure, come frorn afar, ME T
he who attended to all the néeds e
_Wof that rhane for courtesy, as in those days
l\'battle—voyagers used to have e
o - Lhe, great—hearted one rested the hall towered
1800 vaulted and gold-adorned; the guest. slept wichin -
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until the black® raven, blithe-hearted; announced

the joy of heaven. Then light came hurrying

[bright over shadows;] the soldiers hastened,

the noblemen were eager to travel -

back to their people; the bold—splrrted visitor PR
- wished to seek his far-off ship.-

The hardy one ordered Hrunting to be borne :
to the son of Ecglaf,?bid him take his sword, >~
lordly iron; he.thanked him for the loan,
and said that he regarded it as a'good war-friend,
skillful in batde, and the sword’s edges
he did not disparage; he was a noble man.

And when the warrrors were eager for-thieir” Way,
equipped in their war-gear, the nobleman went,

the Danes’ honor, to the high seat where the othéewas: ~

the hero,brave in battle, saluced Hrothgar. =~

26

Beowulf spoke, son of Ecgtheow:.
“Now we seafarers, come from afar, . . L
wish to say that we desire
to seek Hygelac. Here we were honorably
entertained with delights; you have, treated us well
If ever on earth I can do any thlng
to earn more of your affection,
than the battle-deeds I have done already,
ruler of men, I will be ready at once.
If ever I hear over the sea’s expanse .
that your neighbors threaten you with terror, -
as your enemies used to do,
I will brmg you a thousand thanes;. .
heroes to help you. I have faith i in Hygelac— -
the lord:of the Geats, though he be young,
shepherd of his people, will support me
with words and deeds, that I might honor you Well
and bring to your.side a forest of spears,
the support.of my might, whenever you need men.
If ever Hrethric decides, son of a prince,
to come to the Geatish court, he will find
many friends there; far-off lands

' black Either OF blac “shining” or blec “black”; the translation
prefers the irony of the image of the black raven, not otherwise

known as a‘harbinger of joy, announcmg the surpnsmg good news

of a dawn without slaughter.
> Son of Ecglaf 1.e., Unferth.

1840

1845

are better sought by.one who is himself good.”. .+ -
Hrothgar spoke in.answer to him: -

“The wise Lord has sent those words - -

into your heart; T have never heard

a shrewder speech from'such a young man:. - ..

You are strong in might and sound in mind;.’

prudent in-speech! I expect it is likely ER

that if it should ever happen. that the spear. = =7 -

or the horrors of war take Hrethel’s son,’

or sickness or sword strike the shepherd of his. people,

your lord, and you still live, S h

1850 that the sea-Geats could not select.

a better choice anywhere for king, - =

hoard-guard of heroes, if you will hold. .
the realm of your kinsmen. Your character pleases me
better and better, beloved Beowulf. : o

1855 . You have brought it about that betvveen our peoples,

the Geatish nation andthe spear-Danes;:::

there shall be peace, and strife shall rest;: i
the malicious deeds that they.endured before, +
as long as I shall rule this wide realm;: > 5

1860 and treasures together; many shall greet . «.: o

another with gifts across the gannet’s bathifi::

the ring-necked ship shall bring over the sea s 2.3
tribute and tokens of love. I know these nations
will be made fast against friend and foe,

1865 blameless in everythmg, in the old way

The protector of heroes, kmsman of Healfdene,
gave him twelve great treasures in the hall;
bid him seek his own dear people in safety
with those grfts, and qu1ckly come agam

1670 Then the good krng, of noble kin, kissed"

that best of thanes and embraced his neck

the Scylding | prlnce, tears were shed - _‘
by that gray—halred man. He Was of two mmds—
but in his old wisdom knew it was more hkely

1875 that never again would they sec one another,

brave in their meeting-place. The man was so dear to him
that he could not hold back the flood in his breast,
but in his heart, fast in the bonds of his thought,
a deep-felt longing for the dear man

1580 burned in his blood. Beowulf from thence,

gold-proud warrior, trod the grassy lawn,” *

.2 Hrethel’sson le., Hygelac:

* gannet’s bath l.e., the sea.

exultingin treasure; the sea-goer awaited: .+ -

its lord and owner,where it-rode at:afichog:

As they were going, the gift of Hrothgar - -

was often praised; that king was peerless; -~

blameless in evérything; until-old: ‘age. took Toni hrm
r—=it-has. m)ured $0: many—the Joy of: h'

the return of those earls,'
he did not ot greet those gu

sliced through deep water, gave up the D
The sarl by the mast was ngged fastf

“Gnel they could make out the chffs of (

familiar capes the keel d

He bade that the nobleman’ s wealth be borne ashore,

oarmor.and: plated gold they had pot far to, go :

o Tmie
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to seek their dispenser of treasure, . ...,
Hygelac son of Hrethel, where he dvvelt at home
with his companions, near the sea-wall..

50

1925- The building was splendid, the. klng qu ire be

high in his hall, Hygd” very young, - ...

wise, well-mannered, though few winters. ... =,
had the daughter of Hereth passed within. -, y

the palace walls—yet not poor for that, -

1930 nor stingy.of gifts to the Geatrsh people, . - -

of great treasures. She considered Theyth’s prrde, .
famous folk—queen, and herterrible crimes; ., )
no man so bold among her own retainers

dared to approach her, except as her prince,*

1935 or dared to look into her eyes by day;

for kieknew that deadly bonds, braided by hand
were waiting for hrm—ﬁrst the hand: 'vrrp,
and quickly after'a bladeappointed,

“z50 that ¥pdtternied sword had to settle things;

1940 proclaim the execution. That isne queenly custom'

for a lady 1 perform—no matter how Iovely—

The kinstiian 6f Hemming® put 3 hale o that

1945 then ale-drinkers told another tile;'c ™=

said she caused

grven gold—adorned 6 the™ young champlon,
fa1r to that nobleman, when to* Offa’s ﬂoor

name as “Modthryth”, the readmg adopted-] here smoothes out a
transition that Is oth 2

elements ofa folk"c‘
in earlier sections. -

SO B g e AR T

> peace-weaver reflects the common practice, whose
sometimes-tragic consequences are explored at length elsewhere in
the poem, of setthng intertribal feuds with'd marrrage between the ¢

2 "daughter ‘of otie Tord and the son of anotheiy:

“kinsman ofHemmmg OffaI fourth century g of't
tal"Angles, not Offa II, the eighth= century.kmg of Mercra The

“elaborate praise offered to Offa’T hids been taket to suggese-chat the
", poem'may have been-written or. circulated in'the court of-Offa II,

but there is otherwise no evidence for this. .. .. -




