Student Name: _______________________________





Geography 490: Capstone Paper Rubric
	SLO
	Category
	5 points- Excellent
	3 points-Acceptable
	1 point-Marginal-
	0 points- Unacceptable

	#1 :Student demonstrates acquisition of knowledge.
SUM:______
	Knowledge of Topic
	Student demonstrates mastery of vocabulary and conceptual issues central to the thesis topic
	Student demonstrates competency with vocabulary and conceptual issues central to the thesis topic
	Student demonstrates poor competency with vocabulary and conceptual issues central to the thesis topic
	Student demonstrates no competency with vocabulary and conceptual issues central to the thesis topic

	
	Accuracy
	Claims made by the author are free from inaccuracies
	Author's work contains only few or minor inaccuracies
	Author's work contains multiple or major inaccuracies
	Author's work contains outright fabrications or serious inaccuracies

	#2. Student demonstrates independent acquisition of data and/or information characteristic of the independent learner
SUM:______
	Data quality and acquisition
	Student finds and incorporates high quality data into thesis.  Clearly recognizes any data problems
	Student finds and incorporates data of good quality.  Partially recognizes data problems.
	Student finds poor data and incorporates it into thesis.  Student uses inappropriate data. 
	Student is unable to independently locate data or information necessary to complete project.

	
	Effective use of prior research
	Student makes appropriate use of quality research material, using it effectively to support or engage student argument.  Ideal selection of materials, reviewed resources
	Student occasionally misuses research material, moderately effective use of prior research, uses material sparingly, over-reliance on non-refereed materials.
	Student frequently misuses research material, uses material sparingly, chooses poor materials 
	Student plagiarizes material, fails to cite research material or uses no research material.

	# 3.  Student evaluates, analyzes and/or synthesizes facts and ideas in the context of making a persuasive or cogent argument about the researched topic.
SUM:______
	Persuasiveness
	Student addresses the question forthrightly and completely, presenting a convincing argument or explanation
	Student demonstrates understanding of important issues but omits minor issues. Argument or explanation is incomplete
	Student only superficially addresses issues contained in assignment.  Unconvincing argument or explanation
	Student does not address the assignment or fails to make any argument or offer any explanation.

	
	Thoroughness
	Student uses multiple and appropriate examples to support argument or explanation
	Student uses a too few or some inappropriate examples to support argument or explanation
	Examples or evidence is wholly inadequate  to support argument.  Explanation is weak, Examples support counter argument
	Student uses no examples or inappropriate examples.  Explanation or argument is confusing, inappropriate or supports counter position.

	
	Geographic
	Student makes strong use geographic perspective to effectively to explain and/or argue issue or point
	Student uses geographic perspective to demonstrate understanding issue or support argument.
	Student inappropriately uses geographic perspective to understand issue or explain position
	Student fails to use a geographic perspective in understanding issue or support position.

	# 4: Student demonstrates effective communication skills. (textual, oral, cartographic, numeric)
SUM______
	Maps, graphs and text: Tone
	Communicative tone is confident and scholarly.  Maps and graphics are well produced.
	Communicative tone shifts within document.  Maps and graphics are acceptable
	Tone is not appropriate to collegiate environment, juvenile.  Maps/Graphics are of marginal quality.
	Tone is rushed and sloppy.  Contains slang or is overly conversational. Maps and graphics are unacceptable.

	
	Maps, graphs and text: Organization
	Well organized, has a clearly articulated thesis statement that is supported by the body of the thesis.  Maps/Graphics effectively support thesis
	Minor disruptions, the thesis statement could be clearer or is partially unsupported by the thesis.  Maps and graphics support thesis
	Paper is not well organized making logical flow of the argument difficult to follow.  Thesis is statement is not easily understood or is confusing.  Maps and graphics do not support thesis
	Thesis disorganized making it impossible to understand intent. Thesis statement is not viable, does not address issue or is not present.  Maps/Graphics undermine thesis

	
	Maps, graphs and text: Readability
	Surficial distractions (poor grammar, syntax, spelling, color choice)  and mechanical problems are rare. Enjoyable
	Surficial distractions occasionally interfere with reading or comprehension of text, map or graphic.
	Surficial distractions occasionally interfere with reading on multiple occasions, undermining authors argument.
	Surficial distractions interfere with reading constantly, impeding understanding. 



	SCORE
	TOTAL:_____/
	_
	
	
	


Instructor: ____________________________________  Year: _____________________  Semester________________
Title: ___________________________________________________  Assessor: _________________________

