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Introduction

I

A Text for L.A.’s kids
According to the California State Board of Education “Continuity and Change” is the theme for third grade social science.  The state standards also include the following passage:  Students in grade three learn more about our connections to the past and the ways in which particularly local, but also regional and national, government and traditions have developed and left their marks on current society, providing common memories. Emphasis is on the physical and cultural landscape of California, including the study of American Indians, the subsequent arrival of immigrants, and the impact they have had in forming the character of our contemporary society. 
This book is dedicated to helping students learn about the world around them, but with an emphasis on the local, which in this case is the Los Angeles region, its interesting geography, colorful history and massive economy.  

Before they reach third grade, California students will have learned about their families, local neighborhoods and the broad outlines of American democracy and history.  

In fourth grade, kids in California focus on the history and geography of their home state.   This book bridges the gap between the early grade focus on family and neighborhood and the later grades focus on the state and the nation by focusing on the greater Los Angeles Region.  

This resource is unique.  Unlike the generic texts and workbooks written and marketed to school boards across the entire state of California by massive publishing houses in distant lands, this book has been written specifically for third graders and their teachers here in the Southland by Los Angelenos who live and work here.

The third grade standards specifically ask students to learn about their local communities but most texts are written in generalities designed for all Californian children.  Teachers and students are forced to “fill in the blank” whenever local issues, places or concepts are mentioned in such texts.  This book is different.  The blanks are filled in because this book is written to address the third grade standards from a local perspective for local students.  

This text is also unique in that it was written from the perspective that history, geography and social science should be learned not as subjects of study, but as disciplines, or ways of knowing and learning about the world.   Too often geography and history are treated as a list of dates, famous people and places to be memorized and regurgitated on a test.  This is all wrong and makes history and geography boring and useless outside of trivia contests.  This text assumes that children, not just graduate students can learn to how to open their eyes and ears so they can begin to think like a historian, think like a geographer and begin to understand how the world works.

Learning how to think is the greatest gift an education can provide.

Features in this Text

Start with a list of the standards

Some of the other features of the text: 

“thinking like a geographer”, [Maybe the less ambitious and more introductory, “How Geographers Think”??]
“thinking like a historian” [same??],
“thinking like a social scientist”

Write it up!

Places to investigate

While You’re Driving Around

Pretests

Review Tests

Check it out! – Library Resources

Surfin Safari! – Radical Dude! 

Cool places on the web to learn about the Southland.

California’s Third Grade History and Social Science Content Standards
Continuity and Change 

Students in grade three learn more about our connections to the past and the ways in which particularly local, but also regional and national, government and traditions have developed and left their marks on current society, providing common memories. Emphasis is on the physical and cultural landscape of California, including the study of American Indians, the subsequent arrival of immigrants, and the impact they have had in forming the character of our contemporary society. 

3.1 Students describe the physical and human geography and use maps, tables, graphs, photographs, and charts to organize information about people, places, and environments in a spatial context.  

· Identify geographical features in their local region (e.g., deserts, mountains, valleys, hills, coastal areas, oceans, lakes). 

· Trace the ways in which people have used the resources of the local region and modified the physical environment (e.g., a dam constructed upstream changed a river or coastline). 
_____________________________

3.2 Students describe the American Indian nations in their local region long ago and in the recent past. 

· Describe national identities, religious beliefs, customs, and various folklore traditions. 

· Discuss the ways in which physical geography, including climate, influenced how the local Indian nations adapted to their natural environment (e.g., how they obtained food, clothing, tools). 

· Describe the economy and systems of government, particularly those with tribal constitutions, and their relationship to federal and state governments. 

· Discuss the interaction of new settlers with the already established Indians of the region.

______________________________
3.3 Students draw from historical and community resources to organize the sequence of local historical events and describe how each period of settlement left its mark on the land. 

· Research the explorers who visited here, the newcomers who settled here, and the people who continue to come to the region, including their cultural and religious traditions and contributions. 

· Describe the economies established by settlers and their influence on the present-day economy, with emphasis on the importance of private property and entrepreneurship. 

· Trace why their community was established, how individuals and families contributed to its founding and development, and how the community has changed over time, drawing on maps, photographs, oral histories, letters, newspapers, and other primary sources.
_______________________________
3.4 Students understand the role of rules and laws in our daily lives and the basic structure of the U.S. government. 

· Determine the reasons for rules, laws, and the U.S. Constitution; the role of citizenship in the promotion of rules and laws; and the consequences for people who violate rules and laws. 

· Discuss the importance of public virtue and the role of citizens, including how to participate in a classroom, in the community, and in civic life. 

· Know the histories of important local and national landmarks, symbols, and essential documents that create a sense of community among citizens and exemplify cherished ideals (e.g., the U.S. flag, the bald eagle, the Statue of Liberty, the U.S. Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Capitol). 

· Understand the three branches of government, with an emphasis on local government. 

· Describe the ways in which California, the other states, and sovereign American Indian tribes contribute to the making of our nation and participate in the federal system of government. 

· Describe the lives of American heroes who took risks to secure our freedoms (e.g., Anne Hutchinson, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther King, Jr.). 

3.5 Students demonstrate basic economic reasoning skills and an understanding of the economy of the local region. 

· Describe the ways in which local producers have used and are using natural resources, human resources, and capital resources to produce goods and services in the past and the present. 

· Understand that some goods are made locally, some elsewhere in the United States, and some abroad. 

· Understand that individual economic choices involve trade-offs and the evaluation of benefits and costs. 

· Discuss the relationship of students' "work" in school and their personal human capital.

www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/hstgrade3.asp
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1

Places and People: 
The Geography of the Southland

icon key

· Valuable information

· Test your knowledge

· Surfin’ Safari

· Check it out!

E
The  Los Angeles Region has one of the most diverse cultural and physical landscapes in the World!
[image: image9.jpg]


Every summer for many decades, millions of visitors come to Southern California to play on our lovely beaches, to visit on of our many amusement parks, to enjoy our sunny weather and maybe, if they’re lucky, to see a famous movie star.  

3.1 Students describe the physical and human geography and use maps, tables, graphs, photographs, and charts to organize information about people, places, and environments in a spatial context. 

*Identify geographical features in their local region (e.g., deserts, mountains, valleys, hills, coastal areas, oceans, lakes). 

*Trace the ways in which people have used the resources of the local region and modified the physical environment (e.g., a dam constructed upstream changed a river or coastline). 

[image: image10.png]


Over the years, quite a few visitors decided that they liked Southern California so much that they moved here.  Why do you think so many people have moved to Los Angeles?  What are some the great things, sometimes called pull factors XE "pull factors" ,  about Southern California that have attracted people from around the United States and the world?  Were you or your parents born in Southern California?   What about your grandparents?  Was your teacher born in Los Angeles, Ventura or Orange County?  People who investigate questions about migration XE "migration" , are called demographers XE "demographers" \t "See demography" .  You could be a demographer would you find out why people move to Los Angeles?  

Climate in the South Land

One of the main reasons people have decided to make Southern California their home is the mild climate.   Climate is a term that refers to weather patterns in a region.  How would you describe the climate of Southern California?  Does it rain a lot?  Is it sunny most of the time?  Does it snow often?  How are winters different than summers?  One way to describe the climate of a region is with a climograph.  A climograph is a graph on which average monthly temperature and average monthly precipitation is plotted for a place.   



The climograph below describes the climate of Santa Monica, a place you may have visited to ride a roller coaster or play on the beach.   The climate in Santa Monica is very mild.  The temperature does not change much throughout the year, rarely getting above 80 degrees or below 50 degrees Fahrenheit.  The average yearly temperature is just over 60 degrees.  There are not many rainy days in Santa Monica either, especially during the summer.   On average Santa Monica gets only about 13 inches of rain a year.  Some places in the California can get that much rain in one month!   

Make A Climograph!

You can make a climograph for Los Angeles, or any other place in the United States.  

Climographs can help you practice reading and making graphs while you learn about weather, climate and geography.
The Geographer’s tools section at the end of this text has a blank climograph and instructions on how to make one.

You can also visit the California for Educator’s website for instructions on how to make a climograph using a computer, perhaps the ones in your classroom or school computer lab.
Visit:
www.csun.edu/~cfe/   
[image: image1.emf]Santa Monica Pier: Climograph
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Compare and Contrast: The appendix has several climographs from other locations in the Southland, California and the United States.   Compare those with Santa Monica’s and try to figure out how being close to an ocean affects a place’s climate.

Figure 2: Climograph for Santa Monica.   The bars on the graph show how much rain falls in Santa Monica, on average each month.  Use the scale bar on the left for precipitation.  The line with markers shows the average monthly temperature in Santa Monica.  Use the scale bar on the right for temperature.  The bar and diamond marker above the word “Year” show the total rainfall and average temperature for Santa Monica Pier.
Many places in the Southland have a climate similar to Santa Monica’s, especially the areas near beaches in Ventura and Orange County, but the valleys in the Southland are drier, and get hotter in the summer.  They also get colder in the winter.  The San Fernando, Santa Clarita, Conejo and Antelope Valleys, as well as the Inland Empire are all cut off from the most of the ocean breezes that help keep the temperature almost constant at the coast.   Air that blows across the vast Pacific Ocean is cooled by it in the summer, making the beach comfortable on hot days. That same air is heated a great deal as it passes over any of the Southland’s mountain ranges as it heads toward the valleys in the Southland.  It is not uncommon for the valleys to be over 100 degrees Fahrenheit in the summer.  In the winter, the Pacific Ocean can act like a heater, warming the air that passes over it and delivering it to the areas near the coast.   Again, the valley areas also are cut off from this air in the winter, allowing them to get colder.  Some inland areas occasionally get snow, and schools are closed.  Has this ever happened at your school?  

Find the Mountains!
 Go out onto the playground with a map of the region.  Find north first, then see if you can see any of the local mountain chains.   What is the name or names of the mountains near your school?

See the map in this text to find the names and locations of mountains in Southern California.

When you ride in a car with your parents or friends, quiz them on their knowledge of  Southland Mountains.
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The mountains that cut the ocean breezes off from the valleys in the Southland are famous for their beauty, but they are important in other ways as well.   As we have already seen, they act as a barrier to wind, making the valleys hotter in the summer, but they also keep air pollution from being quickly swept to the east.   The mountains provide a home some of the wildlife that remains in the region.  What sort of animals do you think live in the mountains near your home?

There are several mountain ranges in the Southland. The best known mountains in the region are probably the Santa Monica Mountains, which start in Ventura County near Oxnard and stretch toward downtown Los Angeles.  If you’ve been to the Los Angeles Zoo in Griffith Park or to Hollywood, you’ve probably noticed the Hollywood Hills, which are also the eastern most part of the Santa Monica Mountains.

The San Gabriel Mountains are much higher than the Santa Monica Mountains and lie to the north and east of Los Angeles.   Beyond the San Gabriel Mountains are deserts.  If you live in the San Fernando Valley, you may have noticed the Simi Hills in the west, the Santa Susana Mountains to the North and the Santa Monica’s in the South.

Much of the northern half of Ventura County is mountainous.  The Topa Topa Mountains and the Emdigio Mountains in Ventura County are home to the nearly extinct California Condor, and are great for hiking.
Orange County has the Chino Hills in the northeastern corner of the county and the Santa Ana Mountains along most of the eastern border.  The winds that sometimes tear through the Southland in the fall are called the Santa Ana winds.  Wildfires are a danger when the Santa Ana winds are blowing strong out of the desert and toward the ocean.   Do you remember the last time Santa Ana winds fanned wildfires in the Southland?

Southern California’s “Health Seekers”


Americans have been attracted to southern California by its climate since the days of the Gold Rush (which began in 1848).  In the early days, people didn’t come just because the climate was pleasant, however.  They came because they thought the climate would cure them of diseases.  Before modern doctors discovered how germs work, people thought that health and sickness were directly caused by the climate.  They believed that temperature, air pressure and the amounts of rainfall and sunshine in the place you lived made you either sick or healthy.  For this reason, gold miners who got sick in northern California would go south to Los Angeles in hopes of getting healthy.  


But the trip was not easy.  In the 1800s, people had to ride horses, sit in wagons or walk the whole way on bumpy, dusty paths.  It took weeks to travel from northern to southern California.  It was difficult if you were healthy and strong, let alone if you were sick and exhausted.  Therefore not many “health seekers” (as such people were called) came to Los Angeles in those early days.  

Eventually, though, the trip got easier.  Railroad lines were built linking Los Angeles to northern California and the rest of the country.  The first line (the Central Pacific) was completed in 1865, and the second (the Southern Pacific) in 1876.  Now health seekers (and others) from the north, the Midwest and the east coast could get to the Southland easily.  The little pueblo of Los Angeles suddenly swelled with thousands of new arrivals.  Some of them were encouraged to come by a popular book, Charles Nordhoff’s California: For health, pleasure and residence (1873).  Nordhoff’s book widely popularized the health myth just three years before the Southern Pacific Railroad arrived in Los Angeles.  Today a street named after Nordhoff’s grandson – another famous writer – runs across the northern San Fernando Valley.  


Once they got to southern California, many health seekers followed health programs that seem strange to us today:  some drank seawater and plunged into icy-cold coastal waters, for example.  Many of them stayed in hospitals called sanataria (sanatorium in singular) in the foothills of the surrounding mountains.  This was the place where the climate was thought to be best for curing diseases. 


The presence of so many elderly and sickly people made Los Angeles an unusual place in the 1870s and 1880s.  Usually frontier towns are filled with strong young men.  Los Angeles, by contrast, filled with “health seekers”.  Ironically, the large population of unhealthy people made Los Angeles a healthier place.  They complained about the city’s dark, badly drained and unhealthy areas.  They urged both commercial businesses and the city government to improve conditions and make the city brighter, open and clean (Baur 1951).  [possibly for this:  map of railroads; map of Nordhoff Street in SF Valley; map of CA showing Gold Country relative to southern Calif]
Wildfires in southern California

In October, 2007 over a dozen wildfires burned in southern California.  Thousands of firefighters, supported by members of the U.S. military and 3000 inmates from California prisons, fought against the flames for many days.  Still, the fires burned over half a million acres (an acre is a little smaller than a football field) from Santa Barbara County to Mexico and destroyed over 2,000 homes.  Several people lost their lives, and many others were injured.  At the peak of the disaster nearly a million people had to evacuate their homes.  


Smoke from the fires added pollution to the already-smoggy air of southern California.  During the fires the air was so bad that an official in San Diego suggested that everyone in the whole city evacuate (Vigil, Jennifer. “Aguirre wants San Diego evacuated in wake of wildfires” San Diego Tribune. Oct. 24, 2007 From Wikipedia).    


When the ashes finally cooled, southern Californians were upset.  They wanted to know why fires had happened.  How had they started?  Who was to blame?  Authorities announced that an arsonist had started one fire, and the public was angry.  An Orange County fire chief spoke for many when he said, “We desperately want to catch the people or person who did this.”  ((http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,304623,00.html California Officials Offer $150,000 Reward to Find Arson Suspects in Deadly Wildfire Thursday, October 25, 2007)  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger promised that “We will hunt down the people responsible for (the fire). We will not fail….If I were one of those people who started the fire, I would not sleep soundly."  Other people blamed the governor, though, because the airplanes that drop water on fires had not been used during the first days of the fire.  Why hadn’t the governor ordered the planes to fly sooner?


Fingers were being pointed, and blame was being directed here and there.  
So who was really to blame?  An arsonist?  Only one of the many of October fires was caused by arson.  The governor?  The decision not to use the airplanes right away was made because the winds were too strong.  Flying planes would have been too dangerous for the pilots.  So who is left to blame?  


Southern California wildfires occur because of a combination of three natural conditions in our region:  dry summers, fire-hungry vegetation and Santa Ana winds.  In southern California, summers are hot and dry.  The native plants of the region have adapted special ways to survive while they wait for the winter rains to come.  For example, the woody plants of the mountains (chaparral and coastal scrub) have thick, waxy leaves which hold in moisture.  Still, by September and October these plants have become very dry.  If the plants catch fire, their woody branches and oily leaves will quickly burn.  Interestingly, that is exactly what these plants want to do.  The heat of the fires causes their seeds to sprout and their roots to re-grow.  These plants need to burn every few years in order to reproduce.  


But mountainsides covered with hot, dry plants that want to burn are only part of the equation.  In September, October and November (just when the plants are driest and most likely to burn), Santa Ana winds blow across southern California.  These are hot, dry winds that come from the inland deserts.  Sometimes called “Devil’s breath” winds, the Santa Anas whistle through the dry leaves and branches of the fire-hungry plants.  When the plants catch fire, the winds act like bellows and fan the flames.  Once the fire gets going, it spreads quickly and is difficult to put out.  


Every few years, wildfires burn in the mountains of southern California.  The fires are caused by combinations of dry summers, fire-hungry plants and Santa Ana winds.  As long as we have these three things, we can be sure that fires will occur again in the future.  Perhaps the real question we should be asking is not, Who is to blame? but, Should we build houses where fires will surely get them?  The next time you drive through southern California mountains and see houses surrounded by fire-hungry plants, you might wonder if the houses will still be there after the next October…. 

The Southern California Coast (needs a map)

Overview

Look at the overall shape of the California coast.  You will notice that it goes roughly north-south all the way from Oregon to Point Conception.  Here, the coast changes direction and angles east-west.  This point marks the location of the Santa Barbara Channel.  A channel is a narrow body of water in the sea.  The cluster of five Channel Islands (Anacapa, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa, San Miguel, and Santa Barbara) form the outer border of the Channel 15-30 miles offshore from Santa Barbara, Ventura and Oxnard.  The islands have many plant and animal species that do not exist anywhere else in the world.  On Santa Cruz Island, for example, Ironwood is a delightful tree with very strange sawtoothed leaves.  Island Oak is like our mainland coast live oaks but with bigger leaves that are furry on the underside.  If you visit the Channel Islands you can see these and many other unique species.  


Now look due east of Anacapa Island and you will see Point Dume, a headland on the Malibu coast.  North of Point Dume rise the Santa Monica Mountains, and north of them is the broad, flat San Fernando Valley.  To the east of Point Dume we find Santa Monica Bay.  Some of the region’s most popular beaches, such as Santa Monica Beach and Venice Beach, are here.  The Los Angeles International Airport is also here, just south of the pleasure craft harbor, Marina del Rey.  


At the southern end of Santa Monica Bay we find the Palos Verdes peninsula.  This hilly region has many beautiful beaches, bluffs and tide pools.  


Next, the coast curls north at San Pedro Bay.  This is the location of the Port of Los Angeles, one of the busiest and most important ports in the world.  Cargo ships from China, Japan, Taiwan, South Korea and other countries in Asia and around the world unload (and load up with) goods here.  Continue south and you will find Huntington Beach and Balboa Beach in Orange County.

The Journey of Sand 

Everybody loves to play in the sand at the beach.  But did you know the sand on most beaches is moving?  Its journey began in the mountains and will end in deep offshore canyons.  Most California beach sand starts out as rock in the coastal mountain ranges.  Over time, the work of tree roots, heating and cooling and other natural processes breaks the rock into pieces.  Rivers and streams carry these pieces downhill while breaking them into even smaller pieces.  Eventually the pieces settle in floodplains and lagoons.  Every few years a big flood washes the accumulated pieces out of river mouths and onto beaches.  Thus new beach sand is born.  


But the journey of sand has only just begun.  Once it reaches the beach, sand moves (or drifts) because of ocean waves.  If you stand on the beach you will notice that most waves do not come straight up the beach.  They come up at an angle, then flow straight back down, forming a lopsided arc.  In southern California, most waves come from the north.  The waves carry particles of sand in their arcs, moving them a small distance southward.  Thousands of waves simultaneously at work move our beach sand, arc by arc, along the shore.  Offshore, even more sand is drifting in the direction of the waves.  Eventually, the sand sinks into one of several deep canyons that lie offshore.  The path of the sand journey, from river mouth to offshore canyon, is called a littoral cell.  Southern California has five littoral cells (http://coastalchange.ucsd.edu/st3_basics/littoralcell.html).  

In the distant future geologic processes may lift the sand in offshore canyons as new mountain material.  Then the sand journey will begin again.  

Human interference with the sand journey

The journey of sand is a natural process.  But what happens when humans block this process?  As we know, sand begins its journey as rock in the mountains.  Streams carry broken rock pieces to the coast.  But sometimes humans build a dam in a stream.  The dam blocks the flow of rock pieces, or sediment.  The sediment builds up behind the dam rather than continuing to the coast.  You can see an example of this at the Rindge Dam on Malibu Creek in Malibu Creek State Park.  The dam was built in 1924.  Originally, there was a reservoir behind it.  Since then the reservoir has filled with rock and sediment (picture). 


When sediment from the mountains becomes trapped behind dams, the beaches below can run out of sand.  Remember, the sand on the beach is moving along the littoral cell.  Eventually all of it will sink into the submarine canyon.  Unless new sand enters the cell, its beaches can disappear completely!  

Beaches protect houses


When a beach disappears, everybody loses.  The public loses a wonderful recreational area.  The nearby businesses lose customers and money.  The city loses tax money from those businesses.  But the people who lose the most are homeowners.  Look at the houses in the photo (Gold Coast houses, eg.)  They are protected from the waves by the wide, sandy beach.  If the beach disappears, then the waves will smash into the houses.  (show photo of this)  What can homeowners do when a beach disappears?


Often, they build seawalls.  A seawall is a wall in the sea that runs parallel to the shore.  It blocks incoming waves and protects the houses behind it.  Another option is to build a groin.  A groin is like a seawall, but is perpendicular to the shore.  It blocks the drifting sand, and makes the beach wider on the updrift side.   Seawalls and groins can help when beaches are shrinking.  However, they further interfere with sand drift and can create new problems.  


Another solution is to bring sand from other areas and pump it where needed.  However, sand pumping is very expensive (about $5 per cubic yard) and is not a permanent solution.  

CHAPTER 2: THE ORIGINAL SOUTHLANDERS
3.2 Students describe the American Indian nations in their local region long ago and in the recent past. 

•Describe national identities, religious beliefs, customs, and various folklore traditions. 

•Discuss the ways in which physical geography, including climate, influenced how the local Indian nations adapted to their natural environment (e.g., how they obtained food, clothing, tools). 

•Describe the economy and systems of government, particularly those with tribal constitutions, and their relationship to federal and state governments. 

•Discuss the interaction of new settlers with the already established Indians of the region.

Teachers: You may ask students to draw pictures of Indians and of their dwellings prior to beginning this unit.  Have them repeat the exercise at the end of the unit, to assess the growth in student understanding about local Indian cultures.
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Everybody knows that Indians lived in the United States before the white people came from Europe.  Most people though have a very inaccurate idea of how the first Americans looked, worked, played and lived.   
Perhaps the main reason so many people today have very silly ideas about Indians is because TV shows and movies, especially in the 1950s and 1960s, portrayed Indians not as they really were, but as the producers of TV shows and movies thought Indians should have been, so they would best entertain the audience.  
[image: image16.png]St. John’s in the Valley
United Methodist Church

IGLESIA DE DI0S:
PENTECOSTAL M.I.

VALLEY KOREAN CENTRAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURC!

L PNED

wcﬁﬁiﬁ‘%m@ﬂmnn-mx oigr2a g
REUNTONES.




These early TV shows and movies helped create a stereotype, which is often a silly exaggeration of how people really are or were.   Look at the photos on this page and discuss with your classmates the stereotypes that you might have seen about Indians.   Think about some of the sports teams that you might have seen on television or at a stadium.
Although Southern California’s Indians did not look and behave like what Hollywood might have liked, the groups of Indians that did live in the Southland were very successful and in many respects remain successful today.  The two largest and most important indigenous groups to inhabit the Los Angeles area were the Chumash, and the Tongva.  
The Chumash were the largest Native American group in the area occupying much of the coastal lands from Malibu all the way to present day San Luis Obispo, 200 miles away.  Among the Chumash there were several subgroups, who spoke slightly different languages.  The Chumash that dominated Ventura County were called the Ventureño by the Spanish.  The Emigdiano Chumash lived in the mountains of what is today Ventura County.  The so-called Island Chumash lived on San Miguel, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa and Anacapa Islands.

The Tongva occupied almost all of what is now Los Angeles and Orange Counties, plus much of the rest of Southern California.  They too had numerous sub-cultures.  In the western San Fernando Valley were the Fernandeño 

Dialects.

All according to Kroeber.

Santa Clarita Alliklik (Serrano) or (according to other sources: Tataviam)
Lancaster and Palmdale: Kitanemuk or Tejon (Serrano)

Far eastern LA county may have had Serrano and Mohienyam (Vanyume)

Los Angeles Basin and Santa Catalina Island: Gabrieleno

Most of Orange County: Juaneño, but in the southern and mountainous areas the Orange County, the Luiseño were dominant.

Both the Chumash and the Tongva also lived on the Channel Islands and were known for their boatbuilding skills. The boats were often coated and sealed with tar from the La Brea tar pits.  

The Tongva were also known as the Gabrieliños. It is believed that the Tongvans were actually the first settlers of the Los Angeles area. 
Some local place names with Tongvan origins include: Pacoima, Tujunga, Topanga and Rancho Cucamonga.  Modern place names with Chumash origins include: Malibu, Ojai, Lompoc, Simi Valley, and Point Mugu.

Neither group had much contact with Europeans until Spanish missionaries arrived in the mid 18th century.  Some put up a resistance to the Europeans, while many began working for the missions (note: you will learn much more about missions in 4th grade), mostly in farming.  With the arrival of the Europeans, the lifestyles of the local Native Americans changed dramatically.  They were both hunter-gatherer tribes which meant that they would collect their food and other supplies as they needed it and by traveling around.  Through the missions, the Spanish introduced agriculture to the area and people became more sedentary and not move around so much.  Many Native Americans also gave up their own belief system and began practicing Roman Catholicism.
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There are still many descendents of both the Chumash and Tongva living in the Los Angeles area.  Many Native American groups around the country have built casinos to raise money for their group. The Chumash has one in Santa Ynez, but the Tongva have yet to agree to build one.

The name Chumash originally applied only to those persons

living on Santa Rosa Island, but is now generally applied to nearly all Native

American cultures that inhabit the coastal areas from San Luis Obispo to

Malibu Canyon and the western edge of the San Joaquin Valley, including

the Santa Barbara Channel Islands.15 They represent the final stages of

prehistoric coastal civilization at its highest level of technology, especially

in their use of bone, shell, and stone.16

http://www.ci.ventura.ca.us/depts/comm_dev/planning_communities/resources/dhrs/chapters/04historiccontext.pdf   
No one really knows how many people were in either tribe, but some estimate that there were about 15,000 Chumash and 5,000 Tongva at their peak.
Members of the Tongva and Juaneño/Luiseño nations long inhabited the area (wikeipedia about Orange County)
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CHAPTER 3: HOW THE SOUTHLAND GREW
I
3.3 Students draw from historical and community resources to organize the sequence of local historical events and describe how each period of settlement left its mark on the land.. 

•Research the explorers who visited here, the newcomers who settled here, and the people who continue to come to the region, including their cultural and religious traditions and contributions. 

•Describe the economies established by settlers and their influence on the present-day economy, with emphasis on the importance of private property and entrepreneurship. 

•Trace why their community was established, how individuals and families contributed to its founding and development, and how the community has changed over time, drawing on maps, photographs, oral histories, letters, newspapers, and other primary sources..
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f you visited Los Angeles back during the Gold Rush, you would have found about 1,500 (qq..white?) people living here.  Wow have times changed!  Today there are about 3.8 million people living in the city of Los Angeles.  That makes L.A. the second biggest city in the United States.   If you were to count all of the people in the suburbs near Los Angles, including those living in Orange and Ventura counties, you would find about 18 million people!   That makes greater Los Angeles one of the ten biggest cities in the world.   You may ask yourself, “How did the Southland grow so much in just over 150 years?” 

You know from the last chapter quite a bit about the Indians that lived in the Los Angeles area.   In this chapter, you will learn what has happened since Europeans began to arrive in the region.
· Greater LA is among the 10 largest urban agglomerations in the world.

· About half of LA’s residents live in the San Fernando Valley.

Shortcut to China?

Although visitors from Asia may have visited California prior to the arrival of the Europeans, major changes occurred only after the Spanish arrived for good in 1769.  
The first Europeans to visit Southern California were probably with Juan Cabrillo’s ocean-going expedition party.  This group is supposed to have landed for a short time near Point Mugu in what is now Ventura County in 1542.   The Chumash Indians and their canoes were so numerous at this location that Cabrillo called one of the nearby settlements “Peublo de las Canoas”.  

Cabrillo and his men were searching for a shortcut to China or perhaps a shortcut to back to Europe.  They didn’t find it, but they did find trouble.  During their voyage, their ships were caught in bad winter storms off the Northern California coast and forcing them to return to Southern California for repairs.  That winter, on Santa Catalina Island (they called this island “San Salvador”) Cabrillo slipped, fell and broke his leg.  Without proper medical attention, Cabrillo’s broken leg got gangrene and this infection killed him in January, 1543.  Cabrillo’s men buried him on one of the islands off the coast of Southern California, but nobody today is sure which one.  The rest of his crew returned to Mexico, but most of the record of their visit to California was lost.
[image: image2.wmf]
Web Search:

Where exactly was the “Peublo de las Canoas”?  Some folks think it was Malibu, others think it was Ventura or Oxnard.

Do a web search for this location and decide for yourself based on the evidence others have compiled.
The Spanish come to stay
It was more than 100 years before Europeans were ready to settle Southern California.  The first explorers to stay for good in Southern California were part of the ‘Sacred Expedition” led by Gaspar de Portola and Father Junipero Serra.

This famous expedition led by Portola sought to make sure the Spanish controlled all of California.  So they came to set up pueblos (towns), presidios (forts) and missions.  You’ll learn a great deal more about these types of places in 4th grade, but for now you should keep in mind that missions were designed to convert the local Indians to Catholicism and to begin growing food for the new pueblos and presidios planned by the Spanish.  

Portola’s group had already been to San Diego where the established the first California mission and they were on their way to Monterey in Northern California when they passed through the Southland.  

Since they were moving from south to north, they stopped in Orange County first, naming everything in sight.  Since many in this group were very religious, they named most things after saints and places and people in the Bible.  On July 26th, they were camping near a river.  They named the river after Santa Ana, because that July 26th was a sort of holiday for them called “The Feast of Saint Anne”.  One story tells us that before they left their riverside campsite, they felt some earthquakes, so they renamed the river “Rio de la Santa Ana de los Temblores”.  Can you translate that into English?
What a long name for a city!
By August 2nd 1769, Portola’s expedition had moved into what is now Los Angeles County, and you guessed it…they started naming things.  August 2nd was another religious holiday. This time it was “The Feast of Perdono”.  This feast in part celebrated a famous Italian Catholic Friar, Saint Francis of Assisi.  To honor of Saint Francis on this holiday, Father Juan Crespi who was in Portola’s exploration party, named the valley where they were camping “Neustra Senora Reina de Los Angeles de la Porciuncula”.  This was a reference to Saint Francis’ little chapel in Italy.  Translated from Spanish, it means “Our Lady the Queen of Angels of Porciuncula”.  It is a reference to a chapel, so it is therefore a mistake to call Los Angeles “The City of the Angels”, though lots of people do anyway.  Besides, “City named for a Little Chapel in Italy”, doesn’t sound very exciting.  You should also keep in mind that there are lots of opinions about exactly what early explorers actually named Los Angeles.  In any case, the town’s name was way too long, so people shortened the name to just “Los Angeles” after a few years, though if you go to the Old Plaza Church next to Olvera Street in downtown Los Angeles, you’ll see the old name on the Church.  Today people have even shortened “Los Angeles”.  How?

Portola’s expedition moved on to the San Fernando Valley, where they stayed a few days, and then moved on through the Newhall Pass (near Six Flags today) and followed the path of the Santa Clara river through what is now Fillmore, Santa Paula and Saticoy.  They arrived at the mouth of Santa Clara River on August, 13 and named the village “La Ascuncion de Neuestra Senora”, because the next day was the eve of a religious holiday celebrating Mary, the mother of Jesus.  This area later becomes Oxnard and Ventura.  What other earlier explorer probably stopped in this area hundreds of years earlier?
Spanish Settlers

Portola’s expedition set in motion a series of events that would radically change California.  Within a few years of Portola’s expedition, people who were to permanently stay in California began to appear.
There were three types of early settlers that came to live with the Indians of California.  One group were missionaries, whose job it was to convert Indians into Christians and citizens of the Spanish empire.  A second group included regular folks, who were to live and work in the pueblos or towns.  The third group was made of soldiers who were sent to protect California from possible invaders, especially the English, but also to protect the missions and pueblos from the Indians.  You’ll learn a great deal more about this in 4th grade, so for now our attention will remain on the Los Angeles region.
The first Europeans to settle permanently in the Los Angeles region probably came in 1771 to establish the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel, in what is today Montebello (see map).  The original plan called for a mission on the Santa Ana (Rio de los Tremblores), but another site was chosen.  The first mission they built, now called the Mission Vieja, was flooded in by the Rio Hondo 1776, so they built another on higher ground some miles away in what is today San Gabriel (see Google Map).  

Still the site was a good one.  The rich local soils and the large Indian population helped make Mission San Gabriel very productive, both in terms of agricultural output and the number of Baptisms. 
* 6,000 neophytes buried at MSG.

*secularized in 1834, became a local parish church and fell into disrepair, but not nearly as badly as some other missions.  
The San Gabriel Mission also established a secondary or assistant mission, called Nuestra Senora Reina de Los Angeles in 1784.  It was close to the River Porciuncula, or Los Angeles River.  It didn’t last very long as a mission, because Indians weren’t very welcome among the earliest citizens of Los Angeles.   After it fell into disuse, another church was built on the site.  It’s known as the Plaza Church (SHS:144) today and it’s very close to Olvera Street in downtown Los Angeles (photo above).

Mission San Juan Capistrano – 1776
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Juan_Capistrano 

estancia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diego_Sep%C3%BAlveda_Adobe 
Mission San Buenaventura 1782
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Buenaventura 
In the Los Angeles Region, there were no presidios.
Mission San Fernando Rey de Espana -1797

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Fernando_Rey_de_Espa%C3%B1a 

Pueblo Los Angeles
http://users.rcn.com/calhist/text_only/4_3_1.htm 
It was followed in 1781 by El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Angeles del Río de Porciúncula, also known as Los Angeles. African-American founding families made up more than half of the original settlers of Los Angeles.
El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Angeles del Río de Porciúncula
To recruit settlers for a second California pueblo, Governor Felipe de Neve sent Captain Fernando Rivera to the colonial provinces of Sonora and Sinaloa. Rivera was authorized to recruit twenty-four married settlers and thirty-four married soldiers for the new pueblo. Even with the inducement of free land and supplies, Rivera could enlist only eleven families.




 

(DETAIL)- Kuchel & Dresel, "Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co. Cal, 1857," 1857, color lithograph. Kuchel & Dresel, lithographers, San Francisco. Britton & Rey, printers, San Francisco. California Historical Society, Fine Arts collection. 




Disappointed but determined, Governor Neve personally surveyed several possible locations for the new pueblo. He chose a point near the Porciúncula River, about nine miles southwest of Mission San Gabriel. The pueblo was christened El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Angeles del Río de Porciúncula. It soon came to be known simply as Los Angeles. The site had no harbor and no navigable river, but these were deemed not essential for the success of a small agricultural community. 
http://users.rcn.com/calhist/text_only/4_3_1.htm 
"Los Angeles & Plaza Church from hill to N.W., before 1875." California Historical Society, Title Insurance and Trust Photo Collection, Department of Special Collections, USC, 7239.


No records survive of the actual founding of the pueblo on September 4, 1781. By 1784 the settlers had replaced their first crude huts with more substantial adobe houses and laid the foundations for a church and other public buildings. Six years later the pueblo had grown to 141 persons, of whom 80 percent were under sixteen. In the fields around the pueblo grazed three thousand head of cattle. By 1820 the pueblo had increased to about 650 residents, the largest civilian community in Spanish California.
African-American Founding Families

More than half of the original settlers of El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de Los Angeles were of partial African ancestry. Many had been recruited from Sinaloa, a colonial province of New Spain where one-third of the population was of African descent. Several came from the Sinaloan pueblo of Rosario, a town in which two-thirds of the residents were mulatto.

According to the scheme of racial classification used at the time, the eleven founding families of Los Angeles in 1781 included the following:


Two families--Negro-Mulatto


Two families--Indian-Indian


Two families--Mulatto-Mulatto


Two families--Spanish-Indian


One family--Mestizo-Mulatto


One family--Indian-Mulatto


One family--Indian-Coyote (3/4 Indian, 1/4 Spanish)

Historian Rick Moss, curator of history at the California African American Museum in Los Angeles, has calculated that twenty-six of the founding forty-four settlers were of African ancestry. "Thus, from the town's most humble origins, people of color were active participants in the development of Los Angeles."

American settlers

Chinese, Mexican, Black settlers.

Spanish settlers

Religion, cultural and religious traditions.

settler economy – reason for the settlement…

1. influence on  today’s economy….

Local Government



The pueblos of Spanish California were governed by various municipal officials. Initially the officials were appointed by the governor, but afterwards they were elected by the people.

The chief executive officer of a pueblo was the alcalde, an office that combined the functions of mayor and justice of the peace. The powers of the alcalde were almost unlimited within each pueblo but were subordinate to the governor's appointed military representative, the comisionado. 

The alcalde served as the president of the local city council or ayuntamiento. The regidores, members of the ayuntamiento, managed the public business of the pueblo and the surrounding territory. The ayuntamiento passed ordinances for governing the pueblo and regulating municipal affairs in general. 

Local governments reflected the ethnic diversity of the pueblos' citizens. Mulattos served as regidores in the pueblo of Los Angeles, and the pueblo's first alcalde was a mulatto, Francisco Reyes.



"Pio Pico." California Historical Society, Photography collection,FN-12423. 






2. emphasis on the importance of private property and entrepreneurship.
Primary sources – maps, photographs, oral histories, letters, newspapers, and other primary sources.
Questions for review:

1. Who were the first Europeans to visit the Los Angeles Region?
2. What were these early explorers doing in the region?

3. Who were the first European settlers?

4. Why did they choose spots in Los Angeles, Orange or Ventura to set up towns?
The Plaza –the Hearth of Los Angeles

The city of Los Angeles was created by the government of Spain in 1781.  Spain chose a good location for the city – actually a small town, or pueblo, at the time – near the Los Angeles River.  (The Spanish called the river the Rio Porciuncula.)  The river supplied the pueblo with water for drinking and farming.  [image: image7.png]


The Spanish did not locate the pueblo too close to the river because the river often flooded in winter and spring.  They located it about half a mile away and slightly uphill.  

To make the pueblo succeed, it needed people to live in it.  Spain brought 44 settlers from Mexico and gave them each some land.  They lived in houses around the central square, or plaza, and farmed fields nearby.  They dug ditches, called zanjas, to bring water from the river to their homes and fields.  A Native American village called Yang Na was just a few miles to the north.  

Today you can visit the site of the original pueblo.  It is in downtown Los Angeles, surrounded by modern skyscrapers and freeways.  The plaza and nearby Olvera Street are popular tourist destinations with many interesting things to see and do.  


Spain also founded San Francisco (year) and San Jose (year) as pueblos.

CHAPTER FOUR: 
THE SOUTHLAND: AN AMERICAN CITY
3.4 Students understand the role of rules and laws in our daily lives and the basic structure of the U.S. government. 
•Determine the reasons for rules, laws, and the U.S. Constitution; the role of citizenship in the promotion of rules and laws; and the consequences for people who violate rules and laws.
•Discuss the importance of public virtue and the role of citizens, including how to participate in a classroom, in the community, and in civic life. 

•Know the histories of important local and national landmarks, symbols, and essential documents that create a sense of community among citizens and exemplify cherished ideals (e.g., the U.S. flag, the bald eagle, the Statue of Liberty, the U.S. Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Capitol). 

•Understand the three branches of government, with an emphasis on local government. 
Continued on next page

Many of you probably said the “Pledge of Allegiance” this morning at the start of your school day.  Have you ever talked with your teacher about why you and your classmates recite this little poem every morning?   If you were to ask, your teacher might remind you that the important part of the pledge is the part that goes, “and to the republic for which it stands”.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Donec eros nibh, adipiscing non, tincidunt id, placerat at, justo. Suspendisse nisi. Nullam bibendum luctus nisl. Curabitur hendrerit metus sit amet dui. Nulla facilisi. Ut scelerisque mauris eget purus. Donec id turpis nec orci ultrices posuere. Mauris suscipit. Curabitur pharetra mi. Nam risus sem, posuere ut, congue condimentum, porta id, mauris. Vestibulum at dolor. Vivamus ullamcorper tortor id dui imperdiet laoreet. Etiam eget felis. Nulla facilisi. Quisque consectetuer nunc id leo. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Donec eros nibh, adipiscing non, tincidunt id, placerat at, justo. Suspendisse nisi. Nullam bibendum luctus nisl. Curabitur hendrerit metus sit amet dui. Nulla facilisi. Ut scelerisque mauris eget purus. Donec id turpis nec orci ultrices posuere. Mauris suscipit. Curabitur pharetra mi. Nam risus sem, posuere ut, congue condimentum, porta id, mauris. Vestibulum at dolor. Vivamus ullamcorper tortor id dui imperdiet laoreet. Etiam eget felis. Nulla facilisi. Quisque consectetuer nunc id leo. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Donec eros nibh, adipiscing non, tincidunt id, placerat at, justo. Suspendisse nisi. Nullam bibendum luctus nisl. Curabitur hendrerit metus sit amet dui. Nulla facilisi. Ut scelerisque mauris eget purus. Donec id turpis nec orci ultrices posuere. Mauris suscipit. Curabitur pharetra mi. Nam risus sem, posuere ut, congue condimentum, porta id, mauris. Vestibulum at dolor. Vivamus ullamcorper tortor id dui imperdiet laoreet. Etiam eget felis. Nulla facilisi. Quisque consectetuer nunc id leo. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Donec eros nibh, adipiscing non, tincidunt id, placerat at, justo. Suspendisse nisi. Nullam bibendum luctus nisl. Curabitur hendrerit metus sit amet dui. Nulla facilisi. Ut scelerisque mauris eget purus. Donec id turpis nec orci ultrices posuere. Mauris suscipit. Curabitur pharetra mi. Nam risus sem, posuere ut, congue condimentum, porta id, mauris. Vestibulum at dolor. Vivamus ullamcorper tortor id dui imperdiet laoreet. Etiam eget felis. Nulla facilisi. Quisque consectetuer nunc id leo. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Donec eros nibh, adipiscing non, tincidunt id, placerat at, justo. Suspendisse nisi. Nullam bibendum luctus nisl. Curabitur hendrerit metus sit amet dui. Nulla facilisi. Ut scelerisque mauris eget purus. Donec id turpis nec orci ultrices posuere. Mauris suscipit. Curabitur pharetra mi. Nam risus sem, posuere ut, congue condimentum, porta id, mauris. Vestibulum at dolor. Vivamus ullamcorper tortor id dui imperdiet laoreet. Etiam eget felis. Nulla facilisi. Quisque consectetuer nunc id leo. 

Standard 3.4 continued

Describe the ways in which California, the other states, and sovereign American Indian tribes contribute to the making of our nation and participate in the federal system of government.
•Describe the lives of American heroes who took risks to secure our freedoms (e.g., Anne Hutchinson, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther King, Jr.)

Venice 

Venice Beach is one of southern California’s most popular tourist attractions.  But did you know that it was also the region’s first theme park?  In the late 1800s, a businessman named Abbot Kinney had a big idea.  He looked at the salt marshes around Ballona Creek and decided build a park that would look like Venice, Italy.  Kinney had canals dug into the marsh.  He put long, narrow Italian boats, called gondolas, into them.  Men wearing Italian-style clothes paddled the boats while customers felt as if they were in Italy.  Kinney also built a pier, a miniature railroad, hotels and an Italian-style arcaded street.  When “Venice of America” opened in 1905 it was a big success.

Eventually, however, the park closed down.  The canals filled with seaweed which rotted and smelled bad.  The city of Los Angeles paved many of the canals and made them roads.  If you go to Venice today you will see streets that used to be canals.  (need photo of this)  

In 1930 oil was discovered below the ground, and tall oil derricks covered the landscape.  In the 1950s the derricks came down, and people moved into houses along the remaining unpaved canals.  Today these canals are a peaceful place to walk stroll.  They function as a wetland and are filled with small crabs, fish and birds.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On nearby Main Street, you can still see the arcades Kinney built in 1905.  Although it is no longer a theme park, Venice’s canals, arcades and name remind us that it used to be.  
Public and private space 


When you walk out your front door and onto the sidewalk you have not only gone from inside to outside, but from private space to public space.  Enter a department store – a privately-owned business – and you’re in private space again.  Then take a public bus (public transportation) to your school.  If you attend a private school it occupies private space.  If it’s a public school, it’s in public space.  All cities are divided into these two types of space.  If you live in a city you’re always in either one type or the other, and most likely you move back and forth between the two several times every day.  (In which type of space are you right now?)

As you have probably already guessed, private space is privately-owned.  It includes all forms of private property, from houses and apartment buildings to supermarkets, office towers and shopping malls.  Public space is publicly-owned, which means it is owned by either the city, the state or the federal government.  Public spaces include streets, sidewalks, parks, beaches, squares and plazas.  


Why must we understand the difference between private and public space?  Because the rules about what we can and cannot do are different in private and public space.  In private space, the property owner gets to make the rules.  When you enter someone’s property, you must obey their rules or you can be kicked out.  “No shirt, no shoes, no service,” reads a popular sign in restaurants.  “The management reserves the right to refuse service to anyone,” goes another.  In public space, the government makes the rules.  One important rule in our society concerns free speech.  The government usually allows people to say whatever they want in public space.  You will sometimes see people making political demonstrations in the streets; holding up signs on street corners; debating each other in public parks; handing out pamphlets at bus stops.  People can practice free speech in public spaces, but they usually can’t in private ones.  (What would happen if somebody tried to make a political speech inside a department store?  Would the manager allow it?)  


Public space is the space of free speech.  Private space is important for different reasons.  We need the private spaces of our homes, for example, to get away from the busy, noisy world outside.  In our homes we feel safe, relaxed and close to our families.  Here we take care of the everyday business of sleeping, eating, bathing and so on.  Private businesses also need private spaces, such as offices and meeting rooms.  Inside these spaces employees can focus on their tasks and get their jobs done.  Our cities are mixes of private and public spaces.  

But have we gotten the mix right?  Some critics think not.  They think that southern California doesn’t have enough good public spaces.  Instead of clean, well-kept sidewalks, parks and plazas we have shopping malls, theme parks like Disneyland and gated communities.  Critics worry that southern Californians spend too much time in these private spaces.  Many Angelinos drive from their homes to their work places to their favorite shopping malls and back home again.  When they go out to dinner, they drop their car off at a valet area and walk straight into a restaurant.  They are almost never in public space.  

Because of this, critics worry that we are not being good citizens.  People who avoid public space can forget that they are members of a larger community.  They can stop caring about the problems of the city, and only worry about the problems which affect them personally.  

Southern California is, unfortunately, well known for the spread of private spaces and the shrinking amount of public ones.  Yet public spaces are the true heart of a city.  This is where you can discover the problems, excitement, surprises, and ideas being expressed by the city’s diverse people.  In public space people can learn to understand, respect and help each other.  Getting the right mix of public and private space is one of the challenges of building and maintaining a great city – and great citizens.   

The San Fernando Valley

Studying the map:

Look closely at the map of the San Fernando Valley.  (We need a map.)  You will notice that the streets along the eastern edge of the Valley, from roughly the 5 Freeway eastward, run diagonally rather than north-south and east-west.  The streets were designed to run this way in order to follow the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks.  The tracks ran from the Fremont (aka Newhall) Pass in the north to Burbank in the south.  Today you can see the train route along San Fernando Road (are these in fact the same rails?). 
Does the San Fernando Valley have culture?  

Some people, who do not know the Valley well, might say no.  One reason for this is that the Valley does not have any cultural buildings that are famous around the country (or the world).  All of those marquee cultural amenities lie “over the hill” (on the other side of the Santa Monica Mountains) in other parts of Los Angeles.  Think of the Getty Center, the Disney Music Hall, the LA County Museum of Art and the Museum of Contemporary Art, the Hollywood Bowl and the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, for example.  
But even though the Valley lacks such buildings, it most definitely has culture.  The Valley has one of the most diverse populations in the world, and this is reflected in the Valley.  Here you can find Armenian produce markets, Buddhist temples, Jewish delicatessens, Korean shopping malls, Mexican restaurants, Middle Eastern hookah lounges, Japanese sushi bars, Portuguese bakeries, and on and on.  A typical, medium-sized strip mall in the Valley has more ethnic variety to admire and enjoy than entire towns do in other parts of the country.  

In addition, the Valley has movie studios, art galleries, libraries, churches and a long list of other cultural amenities.  [Possibly:  List these cultural places and have students map them.  Then ask them how many are in the San Fernando Valley.  Then use this paragraph.]

Environmental Problems in the San Fernando Valley (needs map of the Superfund site)

1. Polluted Groundwater


Many environmental problems can be seen.  Smoggy air, deforested hillsides and litter-covered beaches, for example, are visible to the naked eye.  But some environmental problems are hidden.  The San Fernando Valley has one of these.  On the east side of the Valley, roughly between the 170 Freeway and the Verdugo Mountains and stretching from Pacoima to Glendale, there is a gigantic environmental problem that can’t be seen because it is underground.  This problem is a polluted groundwater basin.  The basin has traditionally been a source of drinking water for people in Los Angeles.  In the 1980s, scientists discovered that it was polluted.  The industries that had clustered along the railroad tracks and freeways had let dangerous chemicals escape into the environment.  As an example of how serious the problem is, consider the following:  One of the chemicals is called TCE (trichloroethylene).  In California, water is considered unsafe to drink if the level of TCE is 5 parts per billion (ppb).  In 2003, the government found the level of TCE to be 1,200 ppb in the San Fernando Valley Groundwater Basin!  


What is being done to solve this problem?  The area has been declared a Superfund site.  That means the US government is working to clean it up.  Special groundwater treatment plants have been built.  Sadly, though, it will take many years to clean all of the dangerous chemicals from the groundwater basin.  
Downtown Los Angeles: Landmarks and Landscapes

The Biddy Mason Wall
One of the most interesting places to visit in downtown Los Angeles is a “pocket park” between Broadway and Spring Streets.  Inside it is the Biddy Mason Wall (“Biddy Mason: Time and Place”) by artist Sheila Levrant de Bretteville.  The 81-foot long artwork tells the story of one of early Los Angeles’ most amazing residents.   


Biddy Mason began her life as a slave in the South.  In 1847 her owner, a Mormon named Robert M. Smith, took Biddy from Mississippi to Utah.  Biddy had to walk the entire way, herding cattle and taking care of young children.  Several women gave birth to children along the way, and Biddy delivered them.  She was an excellent midwife.  After arriving in Utah, Smith and about 150 Mormons were told to continue west to create another Mormon settlement.  They did this, founding San Bernardino in 1848.  

That was the same year in which the United States took California from Mexico.  This event had a great significance to Biddy.  Under United States law, slavery was not legal in California.  Biddy thought she should be set free. Afraid that he would lose her and his other slaves, Smith decided to move to Texas, a slave state.  Biddy asked the local sheriff to help her.  The sheriff did, protecting her from Smith while the courts looked into the matter.  Eventually, Biddy won her freedom.  

Now a free woman, Biddy settled in Los Angeles and became a very successful midwife and nurse.  From the 1850s to the 1890s she delivered hundreds of babies in her office on Main Street.  She became the official doctor for the county jail and the county hospital.  Biddy grew wealthy, and bought a house on Spring Street.  She was one of the first African-American women to own her own home in Los Angeles.  People called her “Grandma Mason”.  

The Biddy Mason wall stands at the site of her Spring Street home.  The Wall tells about her journey to California and about her accomplishments here.  It includes a photo of her freedom papers, an impression of the instruments she used to deliver babies, and other relics from her life in early Los Angeles.  

The Old and New Downtowns

The Bradbury Building


The Bradbury Building, completed in 1893, is one of downtown Los Angeles’ most interesting old buildings.  It was designed by George Herbert Wyman, a health seeker who came to Los Angeles from the Midwest in 1891.  Wyman wanted to design a building that would celebrate the sunny climate of southern California, and also the promise of a better future made possible by new technologies.  The Bradbury Building combines sunshine and technology.  It has a large skylight in the ceiling to let in sunshine.  An elevator shaft in the center of the building has an exposed shaft and gear work to represent machine technology.  The building is unique and beautiful.

CHAPTER FIVE: LOS ANGELES WORKS
3.5 Students demonstrate basic economic reasoning skills and an understanding of the economy of the local region. 

•Describe the ways in which local producers have used and are using natural resources, human resources, and capital resources to produce goods and services in the past and the present. 

•Understand that some goods are made locally, some elsewhere in the United States, and some abroad. 

•Understand that individual economic choices involve trade-offs and the evaluation of benefits and costs
•Discuss the relationship of students' "work" in school and their personal human capital.

When you get older, you’ll probably have to get a job.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Donec eros nibh, adipiscing non, tincidunt id, placerat at, justo. Suspendisse nisi. Nullam bibendum luctus nisl. Curabitur hendrerit metus sit amet dui. Nulla facilisi. Ut scelerisque mauris eget purus. Donec id turpis nec orci ultrices posuere. Mauris suscipit. Curabitur pharetra mi. Nam risus sem, posuere ut, congue condimentum, porta id, mauris. Vestibulum at dolor. Vivamus ullamcorper tortor id dui imperdiet laoreet. Etiam eget felis. Nulla facilisi. Quisque consectetuer nunc id leo. 
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Figure 14: Strawberry fields near Oxnard.  The mild climate, good soils and availability of immigrant labor make the Oxnard Plain home to many farms
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�: People enjoying Leo Carillo State Beach.   Why is the weather nice at the beach so often.?





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �3�:  The famous Hollywood sign.  The mountains of the Southland have become a symbol of the glamour of the movie industry, but they play a big role in the weather, traffic and housing as well.





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �4�: Indian Tipis at a tourist town in the desert.  Are these the types of houses Indians built in the deserts of the American West?  How do you know?





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �5�: Welcome sign at Sequoia National Park.  Do you think  California’s Indians wore big feathered headdresses like the one shown here?  Is this an accurate representation of California Indians?  When do you think this sign may have been erected?





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �6�: A memorial to the Indians who died at the San Fernando Mission, mostly from disease.  Many  Californians have mixed feelings about the Missions.  How do you think the Indians, the descendents of people who died at the missions feel about this monument?





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �7�: Mission San Buenaventura.   This mission was founded in 1782, the last founded by Junipero Serra.  Was George Washington president yet?





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �8�: Postcard of Los Angeles in 1873. XX L.A. as Subject Archive.  �See � HYPERLINK "http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/arc/lasubject/index.html" ��http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/arc/lasubject/index.html� 





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �11�: Old Plaza Church in Downtown Los Angeles, also known as La Iglesia de Nuestra Señora Reina de los Angeles.  





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �9�: The beach near Point Mugu.  This is near where the first European explorers probably first visited Southern California more than 400 years ago.








Have you been past Point Mugu, with its funny rock pointing to the sky?  Perhaps you’ve been to Catalina Island.  See if you can find either on the map in this book.  �Imagine…if you’ve been to Point Mugu, you may have stood on the same sand as Juan Cabrillo once did in 1542 � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Juan_Rodr%C3%ADguez_Cabrillo.jpg" \o "João Rodrigues Cabrilho" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c1/Juan_Rodr%C3%ADguez_Cabrillo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �10�: Gaspar de Portola: Explorer and early governor of California





Think about it:�Besides Los Angeles, Santa Ana and Buena Ventura, can you think of other Spanish words used to name places in California?  If the missionaries had spoken English what would these places be named instead?   What would have the English named San Francisco?





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �12�: Mission San Gabriel from a drawing done in 1916. This mission church, like others was reconstructed after suffering through many earthquakes.  This is a guess at what it looked like early on.  Source: Wikipedia via architectural historian Rexford Newcomb -scanned from The Franciscan Mission Architecture of Alta California (1916).





Historical Sites with Google Earth: Mission Vieja (161) and Mission San Gabriel (158)





This mission is sometimes known as the “Godmother of Los Angeles”.  Why?





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �13�: Mission San Gabriel as it looked around 1900.  source: Wikipedia.
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