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	INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE FOR THE MODULE:

This module is designed to enable you to draw together some of the theoretical debates and perspectives to which you have been introduced in the first part of the course and relate these directly to one particular case study.  It should also increase your awareness of the availability of raw and partially treated data on computer databases or in documentary form which can be analysed to provide both evidence of environmental change and insights into the processes creating such change.  In the early stages the module is supported by tutorials which enable you to discuss the relevant academic literature and develop a critical assessment of the quality of the available data.

This module provides a valuable intermediate step towards the development of the skills required for the preparation of the Masters dissertation, and assists in the transition from the study of taught courses to the greater independence required in postgraduate work.  The selection of the case study permits you to extend your studies into an area of your own particular interest, and also forms a valuable basis for discussions (e.g. in the Research Methods module) on the evaluation of research methods.




	MAIN AIMS OF THE MODULE:

1.
To provide a stimulus to a student driven exploration and analysis of the secondary data and academic literature on the causes and consequences of a single contemporary environmental issue.

2.
To promote the development of the skills required to initiate, and then complete, and present the results of, a piece of academic research.

3.
To develop a critical approach to the reliability of raw and partially treated data available from documentary and other forms of data storage, including, where appropriate, electronic databases.




	LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR THE MODULE

The module provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, qualities, skills and other attributes in the following areas:

A  Knowledge and Understanding of

1. The development of a deeper understanding of the value of secondary data in environmental research.

2. The development of a critical awareness of the potential problems with the use of secondary data in environmental research.

3.
The development of an awareness of the inter-related nature of social and physical aspects in explanations of environmental issues.

B  Cognitive (thinking) Skills

4.
The enhancement of analytical skills through the sustained and concentrated study of one particular environmental issue through the critical evaluation of a variety of texts and other forms of documentation from a range of sources.

C  Other Skills and Attributes (Practical/Professional/Transferable)

5.
The enhancement of library and archive research skills through the carrying out of a research project based on documentary evidence.

6.
The enhancement of writing skills through the production of a medium length paper which sustains a coherent argument, based upon the available evidence, and which draws consistent and reasonable conclusions.

7.
The enhancement of the skills required for the oral presentation of academic research.

8.
The development of an awareness of the problems associated with data collection and the related problems of reliability, particularly when using data which has been collected by others for a different purpose.



	MAIN TOPICS OF STUDY:

1.  Secondary data analysis: problems and opportunities

2.  The substantive research topic will be determined by the student, therefore discussion will focus on the selection of a suitable topic, and initial guidance provided on the literature and the availability of data.

3.  Presentation of research findings – in oral and in written forms.




	TEACHING/ LEARNING METHODS/STRATEGIES USED TO ENABLE THE ACHIEVEMENT OF LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

After the introductory sessions (to introduce and discuss the methodological issues surrounding the use of secondary data), contact time will mainly consist of tutorials, the substantive focus of which will be determined by the student, but which will permit the provision of academic guidance both on the specific topic under consideration and on the preparation of the presentation and the research report.




	The University expects student learning hours to be a notional 35-hour week including taught classes, private study, revision and assessment.   Average learning hours per week for this module:  10-12



	ASSESSMENT METHODS WHICH ENABLE STUDENT TO DEMONSTRATE THE LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR THE MODULE:

Formative oral presentation

A brief (15 min) oral presentation of the main research findings.  This is intended primarily as a formative assessment whose main purpose is to provide an opportunity for students to gain feedback from the teaching team and fellow students, and to allow students to reflect on their research and thereby improve the quality of the final written report.  

Research report

A written report (4,000 words or equivalent) discussing an appropriate environmental issue in both its physical and social aspects.  This is primarily a self-directed piece of work that requires students to engage in some depth with key documentary data relating to the selected topic.  The report will be assessed by at least two internal examiners on the basis of the module aims and learning outcomes as specified above.  


	WEIGHTING:

10%

90%


	INDICATIVE READING LIST:

Guidance on topic specific reading will be given by the tutor in individual tutorials, but students are also referred to appropriate sections of the following texts (or similar) for advice on the initiation, preparation and presentation of an academic research report, and on the assessment of the reliability of documentary data:

1 ESSENTIAL READING [* Purchase advised]

*HAY I 2002 Communicating in geography and the environmental sciences – 2nd edn.  (OUP, Oxford).

MACDONALD K 2001 ‘Using documents’ in: GILBERTN (ed.) Researching social life – 2nd edn. (Sage, London) pp194-210.

MAY T 2001 Social Research: issues, methods and process – 3rd edn. (Open University, Buckingham) especially Chpt. 8 ‘Documentary research: excavations and evidence’ pp175-199.

2 RECOMMENDED READING

BRYMAN A 2001 Social research methods (Oxford University, Oxford) especially Chpt.10 ‘Secondary analysis and social statistics’ pp195-212, and Chpt. 18 ‘Documents as sources of data’ pp369-386.

EICHLER M 1988 Nonsexist research methods: a practical guide (Allen & Unwin, London).

HAYNES R (ed) 1982 Environmental science methods (Chapman & Hall, London).

HOGGART K, LEES L & DAVIES A 2002 Researching human geography (Arnold, London) especially Chpt.3 ‘By the book?  Using published data’ pp75-118,  and Chpt 4 ‘Behind the scenes: archives and documentary records’ pp119-168.

MATTHEWS H & FOSTER I 1989 Geographical data: sources, presentation and analysis (Oxford University Press, Oxford).

PLATT J 1981 ‘Evidence and proof in documentary research’ Sociological Review 29 (1) pp31-66.

PHILLIPS JLJ 1992 How to think about statistics - revised edn. (Freeman, New York).

SCOTT J 1990 A matter of record: documentary resources in social research (Polity Press, Cambridge).

WEBER R 1990 Basic content analysis – 2nd edn. (Sage, London).

WHITE P 2003 ‘Making use of secondary data’ in: Clifford NJ & Valentine G (eds) Key methods in geography(Sage, London) pp67-86.
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