CEMETERY LANDSCAPE INTERPRETATION  

Length: 5 pages

% of Grade: 15%  of your overall grade.

Location:

1.The Veteran’s cemetery, which is bordered by Sunset, 

Veteran, Wilshire and Sepulveda.  You can reach the cemetery 

by bus or by car, there is parking near the entrance on 

Sepulveda.  There is also a small gate on Veteran across 

from Lot 31.

2. The Westwood cemetery, which is located at the north-east 

corner of Westwood and Wilshire, behind the large buildings. 

The cemetery is best reached by walking east along Wilshire 

from the corner of Wilshire and Westwood and then turning 

right (south) down Glendon. Turn almost immediately left 

(east) into what looks like parking for one of the 

buildings, and follow the signs for the cemetery.

Purpose: We want you to go into the field and try to apply 

the concepts you have been studying in class in a landscape 

interpretation of the cemeteries. We want you to examine 

these sites and describe how cultural meaning is 

communicated via the physical landscape. In other words, we 

would like you to consider these landscapes as texts that 

can be read.

What to do: Go to the two sites.  Before you go, or 

immediately when you arrive, read over the list of concepts 

below and choose between two and four of them to explore in 

your paper.  Walk around the cemeteries and take detailed 

notes on all that you see relevant to those concepts.  

Develop an argument regarding the significance (and changing 

significance) of this landscape in our culture.  Of 

particular help in addressing this historical aspect of 

landscape significance may be the set of airphotos taken of 

the cemetery over time, although you are not obliged to 

incorporate them into your work (Spence Air Photo Archive, 

Department of Geography, UCLA).  They may help you address 

questions such as: How does the cemetery contrast with the 

surrounding landscape at different points in time?  How 

might this have changed the cultural meaning of the cemetery 

over time?  

CONCEPTS TO EXPLORE

We strongly urge that your paper address both of the 

cemeteries with respect to the questions below. See your TA 

for any exceptions, including new paper topics.

Gender:  What is seen as possessing or expressing feminine 

qualities in this landscape?  What is seen as possessing or 

expressing male qualities in this landscape?   What is the 

significance of this division? 

National, State and Place identity:  How are these different 

identities (national, state, place) portrayed in the 

landscape? Are representations of nation, state, and place 

only present in the Veteran’s cemetery? What are the 

messages the landscape communicates regarding connections 

between place and identity in each site, and how do 

landscapes such as cemeteries impact the formation and 

performance of our national identity on a larger scale (eg. 

how might the landscape reinforce the sense of ‘us’ in 

opposition to ‘others’)? 

Geometry:  What role do geometry and numbering play in 

ordering this landscape (eg. planting and vegetation, 

positions of headstones, roads; how the landscape is 

represented on maps etc.)? Are there any major differences 

between the two sites?

Regulation of the landscape:  What rules regulate conduct in 

this space, how do these serve to create a sense of 

particular place and the conduct appropriate to that place 

(eg. where you would or would not go and drink with your 

friends, play frisbee etc) ? How are such rules communicated 

(eg. written and posted rules, regulations concerning floral 

tributes, maintenance, and the presence of fixtures, such as 

special trash cans)?

“Military Landscape”: What tells you that this landscape 

reflects a military culture? How are ideas such as heroism, 

sacrifice, order, discipline and hierarchy displayed and 

performed in the landscape? How is this different from the 

Westwood cemetery?

Embodiment: Both sites are landscapes dominated by the 

presence of bodies and their presence must be signified 

somehow.  In what ways do the landscapes communicate this?  

What are the cultural messages sent by the manner in which 

these landscapes of embodiment are organized? How does this 

impact your sense of place of each site?

“The missing landscape”: Often the things not included in a 

landscape tell us as much about a landscape as what is 

actually there.  There are many aspects of American society 

that have not been included in these landscapes. How do 

these absences affect your own sense of national and 

military identity conveyed by the cemetery?

Landscape and social relations: How are social and economic 

differences and similarities in lfe maintained in the 

geography of the two cemeteries. How are the two cemeteries 

different in this respect? Can you discern any reason for 

these differences? 

***Get a better grade****

 Remember that sketches, photos and other visual aids can 

often make and argument as well as words. These together 

with quotes from class readings and/or other relevant 

material will enhance your work. (Please do not take 

material from the visitors center and attach it to the 

assignment unless it is directly relevant – this does not 

make for a good paper).

