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ADDING AUTHORIZATIONS:
Added Authorization

Subject Matter Authorization
Supplementary Authorization
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Topics To Be CoveredTopics To Be Covered

• What is adding an authorization?

• Types of Authorizations

• Specific Requirements 
1. Added Authorization
2. Subject Matter Authorization

3. Supplementary Authorization
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What is Adding an Authorization?What is Adding an Authorization?

Holders of a valid Multiple Subject or 
Single Subject teaching credential are 
allowed to obtain a license to teach 
additional subject areas without 
completing a full professional preparation 
program
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Types of AuthorizationsTypes of Authorizations
I.   Added 
II. Subject Matter 

a. Introductory

b. Specific

III. Supplementary

a. Introductory

b. Specific
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Types of AuthorizationsTypes of Authorizations

Note :
The following information applies to Ryan 
and SB 2042 Multiple and Single Subject 
credentials earned by completing a 
program in California. Credentials earned 
by completing a program outside of 
California and other types of CA 
credentials may have different 
requirements. 
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Types of AuthorizationsTypes of Authorizations

I. Added Authorization
– Gives credential holder an additional 

credential or additional subject area 
authorization

– Authorizes teaching in a K-12 setting
– Is No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Compliant
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Types of AuthorizationsTypes of Authorizations
((Subjects Available)Subjects Available)

• Agriculture
• Art
• Biological Science 

(Specialized)
• Business
• Chemistry (Specialized)
• English
• Foundational –Level 

Mathematics
• Geosciences (Specialized)
• Health Science
• Home Economics
• Industrial and Technology 

Education

• Language other than English 
(specify)

• Mathematics
• Music
• Physical Education
• Physics (Specialized)
• Science: Biological Sciences
• Science: Chemistry
• Science: Geosciences
• Science: Physics
• Social Science
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization

II. Subject Matter Authorization
– Gives credential holder an additional subject 

area authorization
– “Introductory” authorizes teaching course 

content up to 9th grade
– “Specific” authorizes teaching course content 

up to 12th grade
– Is NCLB Compliant
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization
((Subjects Available)Subjects Available)

Introductory Subject Matter Authorizations
Art
English

Language Other than English
Mathematics
Music
Science
Social Science
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization
((Subjects Available)Subjects Available)

• Art History/Appreciation
• Biological Sciences
• Chemistry
• Civics/Government
• Dance
• Drama/Theatre
• Economics
• English Composition
• Geography

• Geosciences 
• History
• Instrumental Music
• Literature
• Photography
• Physics
• Plant Science
• Three-Dimensional Art
• Two-Dimensional Art
• Vocal Music

Specific Subject Matter Authorizations
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization

III. Supplementary Authorizations 
– Gives credential holder an additional subject area 

authorization

– “Introductory” authorizes teaching course 
content up to 9th grade

– “Specific” authorizes teaching course content 
up to 12th grade

– Is NOT NCLB Compliant in core subject areas 
and you may have difficulty obtaining 
employment with this authorization
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization

Notes:

• You can teach a non-core academic subject such as agriculture, 
business, computer concepts and applications, health science, 
home economics, industrial arts & physical education

• For employment opportunities to teach a core academic subject, 
contact your school district

• Core Academic Subject Areas:  English (inclusive of drama/theatre), 
Reading/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Foreign Languages, 
Civics/Government, Economics, Arts (inclusive of music, art, dance) 
History and Geography.  
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization
((Subjects Available)Subjects Available)

• Agriculture
• Art
• Business
• Computer Concepts 

and Applications
• English
• Health Science
• Home Economics

• Industrial Arts
• Language other than 

English
• Mathematics
• Music
• Physical Education
• Science
• Social Science

Introductory Supplementary Authorizations
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization
((Subjects Available)Subjects Available)

• Accounting including 
Finance

• Agricultural Mechanics
• Animal Science
• Anthropology
• Auto Mechanics
• Biological Sciences
• Chemistry

• Child Development
• Clothing and Textiles
• Comparative Political 

Systems and 
International Relations

• Computer Concepts 
and Applications

• Consumer Education 

Specific Supplementary Authorizations
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization
((Subjects Available)Subjects Available)

• Crafts, including 
Jewelry and Ceramics

• Dance
• Drafting
• Drama
• Economics
• Economic and 

Consumer Education

• Electronics 
• English Composition
• Family Life and 

Parenting
• Family Life Education 
• Food and Nutrition
• Forestry and 

Horticulture
• Geography

Specific Supplementary Authorizations
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization
((Subjects Available)Subjects Available)

• Geosciences
• Graphic Arts
• Industrial Crafts and 

Plastics
• Instrumental Music
• Interior Design
• Journalism

Specific Supplementary Authorizations

• Literature 
• Marketing and 

Entrepreneurship 
• Metals
• Office Technologies 
• Ornamental Horticulture
• Painting and Drawing
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Types of AuthorizationTypes of Authorization
((Subjects Available)Subjects Available)

• Photography
• Physics 
• Plant Science
• Plastics
• Psychology
• Sociology
• Speech 

• U.S. Government and 
U.S. Civics

• U.S. History and 
California History

• Vocal Music
• Woods
• World History

Specific Supplementary Authorizations
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Specific Requirements Specific Requirements 
Added AuthorizationAdded Authorization

Holders of a valid Multiple Subject credential 
seeking a Single Subject credential: 

1. verify specialty area subject-matter competence
� Passage of California Subject Examinations for Teachers 

(CSET), OR ~
� A California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CCTC) 

approved subject-matter program, OR equivalent program

2. complete three semester units of methodology 
coursework  
� The CSUN course: SED 525 (any except ESL)
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Specific Requirements Specific Requirements 
Added AuthorizationAdded Authorization

Holders of a valid Single Subject credential seeking a 
Multiple Subject credential: 

1. verify specialty area subject-matter competence by passing 
the CSET: Multiple Subject

2. complete three semester units of methodology coursework  
Acceptable CSUN courses:
EED 575 (3 units)
EED 565S (2 units)                                        
EED 565M ( 2 units)

3.  complete course work in developing English language skills for 
beginning readers (EED 520 at CSUN) or pass the Reading 
Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA) 
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Specific Requirements Specific Requirements 
Subject Matter AuthorizationSubject Matter Authorization

An applicant will qualify for a subject matter 
authorization upon the completion of one of the 
following:
1. 32 semester units of non-remedial collegiate 
coursework in the subject area requested. For 
introductory subject matter authorizations, a 
minimum of three semester units in each of the 
specific content categories is required except for 
Science which requires a minimum of six 
semester units in each of the specified content 
categories listed. 
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Specific Requirements Specific Requirements 
Subject Matter AuthorizationSubject Matter Authorization

2. a collegiate major from a regionally 
accredited college or university in a 
subject directly related to the subject to be 
listed on the credential.
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How to convert Quarter Units to How to convert Quarter Units to 
Semester UnitsSemester Units

Multiply the Quarter Units x .67

Example: 
4 Qtr units = 2.68 semester units         
3 Qtr units = 2 semester units
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Specific Requirements Specific Requirements 
Subject Matter AuthorizationSubject Matter Authorization

Acceptable coursework must be:
a. completed with a grade of “C” or better

(credit, passing, or satisfactory is acceptable)
b. applicable toward a bachelor’s degree or a       

higher degree (non-remedial)
c. taken at regionally accredited institution
d. granted regular semester hour credit
e. from the subject department of the subject    

matter authorization being sought
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Specific Requirements Specific Requirements 
Supplementary AuthorizationSupplementary Authorization

An applicant will qualify for a supplementary 
authorization upon the completion of one of the 
following:
1. 20 semester units (or 10 upper-division) of 
non-remedial collegiate coursework in the 
subject area requested.  
2. a collegiate major from a regionally accredited 
college or university in a subject directly related 
to the subject to be listed 
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Specific Requirements Specific Requirements 
Supplementary AuthorizationSupplementary Authorization

• 20 semester units are required if a combination of upper-
and lower-division units are completed 

• At least one course in each of the specified areas listed
• The balance of the 10 or 20 units may be in any course 

within the subject category
• A grade of “C” or higher is required 
• Education and education methodology classes and 

courses outside the subject area requested will not be 
counted

• Non-remedial courses are those which are applicable to 
a bachelor’s degree or a higher degree at a regionally 
accredited college or university
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For GuidelinesFor Guidelines

Go to The California Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing website at:

www.ctc.ca.gov

Click on ‘credential information’

then
Click on ‘credential requirements’
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For More DetailsFor More Details

Location
Education Administration Building (E) 102 

www.csun.edu/educ

Advisors

Doug Johnson
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FINIFINI


