Lesson Study

Women in History Margaret Rey

Brief Bio provided on the Houghton Mifflin website:

	About H. A. and Margret Rey
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Hans Augusto Rey
born on
September 16, 1898
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Margret Rey
born in Hamburg on
May 16, 1906
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Hans Rey and friend
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Margret Rey and her
cocker spaniel Scoopy,
circa 1956
	Hans Augusto Rey was born on September 16, 1898, in Hamburg, Germany. He grew up there near the world-famous Hagenbeck Zoo, and developed a lifelong love for animals and drawing. Margarete Elisabeth Waldstein (who would be known to most of the world as Margret Rey) was also born in Hamburg on May 16, 1906. The two met briefly when Margret was a young girl, before she left Hamburg to study art. They were reunited in 1935 in Rio de Janeiro, where Hans was selling bathtubs as part of a family business and Margret was escaping the political climate in Germany. Margret convinced Hans to leave the family business, and soon they were working together on a variety of projects.

Hans and Margret were married in Brazil on August 16, 1935, and they moved to Paris after falling in love with the city during their European honeymoon. It was there that Hans published his first children's book, after a French publisher saw his newspaper cartoons of a giraffe and asked him to expand upon them. Raffy and the Nine Monkeys (Cecily G. and the Nine Monkeys in the British and American editions) was the result, and it marked the debut of a mischievous monkey named Curious George.

After Raffy and the Nine Monkeys was published, the Reys decided that Curious George deserved a book of his own, so they began work on a manuscript that featured the lovable and exceedingly curious little monkey. But the late 1930s and early '40s were a tumultuous time in Europe, and before the new manuscript could be published, the Reys—both German Jews—found themselves in a horrible situation. Hitler and his Nazi party were tearing through Europe, and they were poised to take control of Paris. Knowing that they must escape before the Nazis took power, Hans cobbled together two bicycles out of spare parts. Early in the morning of June 14, 1940, the Reys set off on their bicycles. They brought very little with them on their predawn flight — only warm coats, a bit of food, and five manuscripts, one of which was Curious George. The Nazis entered Paris just hours later, but the Reys were already on their way out. They rode their makeshift bicycles for four long days until reaching the French-Spanish border, where they sold them for train fare to Lisbon. From there they made their way to Brazil and on to New York City, beginning a whole new life as children's book authors.

Curious George was published by Houghton Mifflin in 1941, and for sixty years these books have been capturing the hearts and minds of readers throughout the world. All the Curious George books, including the seven original stories by Margret and Hans, have sold more than twenty-five million copies. So popular that his original story has never been out of print, George has become one of the most beloved and recognizable characters in children's literature. His adventures have been translated into many languages, including Japanese, French, Afrikaans, Portuguese, Swedish, German, Chinese, Danish, and Norwegian.

Although both of the Reys have passed away — Hans in 1977 and Margret in 1996—George lives on in the Curious George Foundation. Established in 1989, this foundation funds programs for children that share Curious George's irresistible qualities—ingenuity, opportunity, determination, and curiosity in learning and exploring. Much consideration is given to programs that benefit animals, through preservation as well as the prevention of cruelty to animals. The foundation supports community outreach programs that emphasize the importance of family, from counseling to peer support groups.


Materials:

· Curious George Book
· Paper/Pencil

· Curious George fill in story (optional)
Objectives:  

By the end of this lesson, students will understand the importance of Margaret Ray as an author in her creation of the ever so popular story of Curious George. Students will relate to Margaret’s experiences in the 1940’s by creating a book of their own, but  having someone else take credit for their work. This will make it clear to students that women’s rights have changed drastically over the years. 

Motivation: 
 I am thinking of a cute little monkey who is very curious!  Does anyone know this monkey’s name?  I will give you a hint: It starts with a G!  (student: Curious George)  Today will are going to be learning about individual/women’s rights, and Margaret Ray, the author of Curious George books, is going to help us.

Directed Lesson:  
Read a Curious George story. Engage students in a short discussion about the story, including such questions about curiosity. Then talk to the children about Margaret Rey.  She was from Germany and came to the United States where she and her husband Hans Augusto Rey (also known as H.A. Rey) published Curious George in 1941. Margaret was advised by the publisher to use her husband’s name as the author because women did not have such rights available to them. Today, Margaret’s name appears on all covers of Curious George books.  Explain the history of women’s rights and give a timeline of events.  

Independent/Guided practice:  
Pair a boy and girl student together.  Have the student write or complete a story in the same style as a Curious George story.  Have the student make a cover page and allow them to only write the boys name on it because only H.A. Ray received credit for the story.  Ask the students if they think this is fair.  Ask leading questions about how they feel.  Show the timeline of women’s rights again and show them that we have fast forwarded in time and women now have the same rights as men.  Have the girl write her name on the cover and ask leading questions about how this makes them feel.

Closure: 
Did we all have fun today, boys and girls?!?  Who can tell us a right that everyone has today that Margaret Ray, the author of Curious George, did not have?  Can we have a volunteer name another right that we have today?  As we have learned, we now have rights that protect all American citizens including men, women, and children of all ages, colors, and religions.

Michelle Amorelli

4-27-06

Modifications for Third Grade Lesson Study

California Content Standards Addressed:

· 3.3 Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how the author or illustrator portrays them.

· 2.1 Write narratives:

a. Provide a context within which an action takes place. 

b. Include well-chosen details to develop the plot. 

c. Provide insight into why the selected incident is memorable. 

Instruction-

Discuss Margaret Rey, and her importance in the creation the story of Curious George. Tell students about her and her husband’s life together and how they traveled from Paris to the United States with their Curious George stories. 
Guided Practice-

Brainstorm main ideas from the Curious George story read to the class yesterday. Talk about how the author paints the picture for the reader by the word use. Also as a class, discuss different ways to come up with a clever title for the story. 

Independent Practice:

After this class discussion, pair students into boy/girl groups. They will be given a blank book, and a paper they will use to brainstorm their ideas. As a group, students will brainstorm ideas for their story. This will be based off of the picture on the cover of their book. Students will also need to create a title for their story and then together as a group, they will actually write a story about a curious little monkey.  Give students guidelines of what needs to be included in the story like, Where George went, what George was curious about, what kind of trouble he got into, and finally, the man in the yellow hat is the hero. 

Closure:

Tell only the boy students to write their name on the cover of each of their books. The girls do not get to put their name on their books; they don’t get credit for their work. Ask the girls how they feel about that, and tell the students that that is how Margaret Rey felt when her name was not on the cover of the book. This will allow the students to realize how she felt to not get credit for her own work. 

Assessment:

Throughout this lesson, I will be doing an ongoing assessment by watching each student to be sure they are staying on task and understanding. The creation of their story will also be used to assess their ability to create a narrative story. 

Curious George and Margaret Rey

Tisa Fischer

Grade Level: K-1

Standards:
Kindergarten:

1.0 Written and Oral Conventions:

1.2 Spell independently by using pre-phonetic knowledge, sounds of the alphabet, and knowledge of letter names.

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies: Comprehension


1.2 Share information and ideas, speaking audibly in complete and coherent sentences.

History-Social Science 

K.6 Students understand that history relates to events, people, and places of other times.


3.  Understand how people lived in earlier times and how their lives would be different today. 

1st grade: 

1.0 Written and Oral Conventions:

1.1 Write and speak in coherent sentences.


1.5 Use a period, exclamation point, or question mark at the end of sentences.


1.6 Use basic knowledge of punctuation and capitalization when writing.

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies: Comprehension


1.1 Listen attentively.

History-Social Science

1.1 Students describe the rights and individual responsibilities of citizenship.


1.3 Students compare and contrast everyday life in different times and places around the world and recognize that some aspects of people, places, and things change over time while others stay the same.

Materials:


Curious George Book


Paper, Pencil, and crayons


Curious George fill in story (optional)

Objectives:  

By the end of this lesson, students will understand the importance of Margaret Rey as an author in her creation of the ever so popular story of Curious George. Students will relate to Margaret’s experiences in the 1940’s by creating a book of their own, but  someone else will take credit for all of the work. This will make it clear to students that women’s rights have changed drastically over the years. 

Motivation: 

I am thinking of a cute little monkey who is very curious!  Does anyone know this monkey’s name?  I will give you a hint: It starts with a G!  (student: Curious George)  Today we will be learning about individual/women’s rights, and Margaret and H.A. Rey, the authors of the Curious George books, is going to help us.

Directed Lesson:  

Read a Curious George story. Engage students in a short discussion about the story, including questions about curiosity. Then talk to the children about Margaret Rey.  She was from Germany and came to the United States where her and her husband Hans Augusto Rey (also known as H.A. Rey) published Curious George in 1941. Both Margaret and her husband created the stories and Hans did the illustrations.  Margaret was advised by the publisher to use her husband’s name as the author.  It is speculated that it would be easier to sell a book created by a man because at this time (1941) women did not have the right to earn a living. Today, Margaret’s name appears on many of the covers of Curious George books but the originals still carry only her husband’s name.  

Independent/Guided Practice:  

Pair a boy and girl student together.  Have the students write or complete a story in the same style as a Curious George story.  Have the students make a cover page and allow them to only write the boys name on it because only H.A. Ray received credit for the story.  Ask the students if they think this is fair.  Ask leading questions about how they feel.  Explain that today women have equal rights and women now have the same rights as men.  Have both students write their names on the cover and ask leading questions about how this makes them feel.

Closure: 

Did we all have fun today, boys and girls?!?  Who can tell us a right that everyone has today that Margaret Ray, the author of Curious George, did not have?  As we have learned, we now have equal rights that protect all American citizens including men, women, and children of all ages, colors, and religions.

Modifications:
Kindergarten: Student books will be prepared so that they will only write a phrase or two due to the time constraints of the lesson.

1st grade: Student books will be prepared but with blank pages enabling them to write their own complete sentences.

Christine Hobbs  

April 27, 2006

Modifications to Lesson Study

Standards:  

English/Language Arts 

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.2 Use pictures and context to make predictions about story content.
2.3 Connect to life experiences the information and events in texts.
2.5 Ask and answer questions about essential elements of a text.      

Organization and Focus
1.1 Use letters and phonetically spelled words to write about experiences, stories, people, objects, or events.
1.3 Write by moving from left to right and from top to bottom.                                

Social Studies/History K.6    

3. Understand how people lived in earlier times and how their lives would be different today (e.g., getting water from a well, growing food, making clothing, having fun, forming organizations, living by rules and laws).

Materials:

Curious George Book

Crayons and Pencil

Curious George fill in story 

Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students will understand the importance of Margaret Rey as an author in her creation of the ever so popular story of Curious George. Students will use the inspiration of Margret and H.A. Rey to create one page in a book about Curious George. 

Motivation:  Yesterday we started reading a story about a monkey, does anyone remember his name? Discuss what they read in the story yesterday. Where is he from? Who found him? Did he get into any trouble? What kind?

Directed Lesson:  Read a Curious George story. Engage students in a short discussion about the story, including such questions about curiosity. Then talk to the children about Margaret Rey. She was from Germany and came to the United States where she and her husband Hans Augusto Rey (also known as H.A. Rey) published Curious George in 1941. Margaret was advised by the publisher to use her husband’s name as the author because women did not have such rights available to them. Today, Margaret’s name appears on all covers of Curious George books. How would you feel if I took credit for your work? What about the person next to you? Or just the boys? Girls? 

Independent/Guided practice: Each child will get one page to complete the sentence and draw/color the picture. There are five different pages, so the children will be invited to choose the one they would like to do. Working on their own, they will complete the page. (These pages will be put into five classroom traveling books. Taking turns the children will be able to take them home and read them with their family.)

Closure:  Did we all have fun today, boys and girls?!?  Who can tell us a right that everyone has today that Margaret Ray, the author of Curious George, did not have?  As we have learned, we now have the right to credit for our own work. 

Jaymie Dean

Lesson Study

Pre lesson study reflection

When I was presented with the lesson study project I had no idea what lesson would wok across the grades.  I decided to ask my master teacher, Liz Hand for advice.  She suggested going along with the fact that this month the school would be celebrating Women in History.  Liz Suggested Margret Rey.  Through some research I learned that Margret Rey was the author of Curious George along with her husband but only her husband’s name appeared on the cover.  I suggested this to the group and everyone agreed.  We decided that we were each going to have our students write a book but not let them take credit for it so that they could experience the injustice.   We each divided the main lesson plan into pieces and went to work.  Over spring break I researched Margret Rey at the library and I felt knowledgeable enough to teach my class about her life.  


Once spring break was over I started getting the book ready.  I wanted my kids to have to fill in one or two words and add on to the Curious George picture that was already on the page.  Tisa and I worked on it together.  I also wanted to integrate history and technology into my lesson.  So I put together a little slide show so that my students could see what Margret Rey looked like.  

Post Lesson Study reflection


I feel my lesson went well.  I started by recapping the Curious George story and then showing them my slide show and talking about Margret Rey.  I them put them into groups and we page by page went through the book. After they were done I told them that I was the publisher and I am only going to make it into a book with the boy’s name.   I asked leading questions about how they felt.  

I really enjoyed the girls reaction to my statement.   They made comments about it not being fair because they helped too.  One of my girls, Lunna made the connection between Margret Rey and their stories before I mentioned it.   None of the other classes made that connection so I was excited that my closer look into Margret Rey had paid off.  


The modifications that I made from the main lesson plan were in relation to the story they were going to write, the pictures, and the added history content.  I wanted my students to only write one or two words so I modified the book so that it fit what I wanted.  I also wanted a picture of Curious George on each page for them to add details to it that would match their words.   To complete the technology and history content that I wanted to cover I made a slideshow and took an in-depth look at Margret Rey and her long journey to the United States.  I also discussed with my students the differences between traveling then and now. 

I believe my students achieved the learning objectives but it was demonstrated by their comments during discussions.     

