
  Department of Elementary Education

September 9, 2009

Dear Supervising Teachers,


Beginning with the Fall 2009 semester the majority of our teacher candidates who are beginning student teaching, and some of our candidates who are completing their second semester of student teaching, are participating in the new evaluation system for preservice teachers, as required by the state of California.  The state sponsors a California Teaching Performance Assessment (TPA) or gives teacher education programs an opportunity to create their own Teaching Performance Assessment, following rigorous state guidelines.  California State University Northridge has chosen to be part of the Performance Assessment for California Teachers (PACT), a consortium of 30 universities across the state who developed a Teacher Performance Assessment  that we feel is more closely aligned to our curriculum programs than the state’s TPA.  The largest component of the PACT TPA is the Teaching Event, which is rehearsed in first semester student teaching and seminar, and then completed for scoring in second semester student teaching.  The consortium has a website where you can learn more about the PACT Teaching Event at www.pacttpa.org.  


This semester, your student teacher will be completing the Teaching Event, either as a rehearsal or as an evaluation.  Completion of the Teaching Event requires the student teacher to plan a series of three lessons, videotape 15 minutes of teaching, and write about the learners in the classroom, how the planned lessons supported all learners, how student learning was assessed, and how the student teacher has reflected about the teaching and learning process that took place.  The Teaching Events are scored blind, by trained scorers, using a series of 12 rubrics.

What does this mean for you?  We hope that you can facilitate your student teacher’s planning for the three days by working with them to understand the schedule we have set up for completing parts of the Teaching Event.  Logistically, the most important part of that process is that they must include a 15 minute videotape of their lesson.  We will have permission slips for your families to sign (and they have been translated into several languages) giving permission for your students to be on the video.  If you have students in your class whose families feel that they cannot sign the permission for videotaping, we suggest that during the lesson, they be placed behind where the video camera is stationed so they will not be seen in the video.  
Thank you in advance for allowing the student teachers to complete this new state requirement in your classroom.  They must complete it to receive a California teaching credential.






Sincerely,






Hillary S. Hertzog, Ed.D.






Department of Elementary Education






PACT Coordinator

cc: David Kretschmer

      Chair, Department of Elementary Education

